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 It is a pleasure to send greetings to this parliamentary assembly. 

 

The Mediterranean region is home to a unique blend of cultures, experiences and 

worldviews.  It is also a place where global interdependence – in areas ranging from the 

environment, trade and health to matter of peace and security – is felt very keenly.  The 

need for dialogue, mutual understanding and peaceful coexistence, as individuals and 

nations, is clear. 

 

Recent developments in the region give signs of hope.  Israelis and Palestinians 

are engaged in vigorous negotiations to conclude a peace treaty resolving all outstanding 

issues.  The opening of indirect negotiations between Israel and Syria with Turkish 

facilitation is another positive development.  I am also encouraged by the establishment 

of diplomatic relations between Syria and Lebanon.  And there is welcome news from 

Cyprus, where both sides have made significant overtures in recent months. 

 

These are important developments. But they remain fragile.  As countries of the 

region, and as friends and neighbors of the parties, you can play an active role in 

supporting these quests for peace, and I encourage you to do so. 

 

The collaboration between parliamentarians and the United Nations has brought 

valuable returns over the years.  Parliamentarians have helped to strengthen political 

awareness and support on many issues of common concern.  They have also served as a 

useful bridge between the local and the global.  I look forward to continuing and 

nurturing this partnership.  In that spirit, please accept my best wishes for a successful 

session. 

 

 

 

 


