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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a privilege for me to address your Committee in Malta on an important and 

central theme such as Parliamentary Diplomacy in the Mediterranean and on our 

approach to the rights and the plight of the Palestinian people. 

 

I am talking to you in my quality of Vice-president of the Parliamentary Assembly of 

the Mediterranean (PAM), of Deputy Speaker of the Palestinian National Council, 

and, please allow me, of a Palestinian man who cannot return to his land. My words 

will add to those of my distinguished Maltese colleague Hon George Vella on the 

work of the PAM Ad Hoc Committee on the Middle East. 

 

The objective of PAM is to ensure that the Mediterranean becomes not another 

permanent fracture line in our history, but rather a bridge between the peoples living 

on its shores. As you know, the Mediterranean has been characterized, since time 

immemorial, by migrations, commercial exchanges, disputes and solidarity, 

colonization and movements for independence. PAM’s primary mission is to assert 

the centrality of the Mediterranean region and to reaffirm the key role of its members 

in addressing their common interests and shared concerns through a dedicated forum. 

 

Our main aim is to make of the Mediterranean an area of peace, stability and security 

to all. A condition to this is for the states of Palestine and Israel to be able to achieve 

a fair and lasting peace. And I take this opportunity to request and invite the UN 

Special Envoy Mr. Serry to brief the plenary session of the PAM Assembly in 

November in Monaco. PAM represents the institutionalization of parliamentary 

diplomacy in the Mediterranean: it is the parliamentary dimension of the 

Mediterranean. PAM is a unique tool conceived as a dedicated place where 

parliamentary representatives of different cultures and religions contribute to the 

goals of peace, security and socio-economic prosperity.   

 

Its uniqueness is represented by its members, as it is the only parliamentary forum 

whose membership is extended and limited to the Mediterranean states, including 

Palestine as a full member. Furthermore, to broaden discussion, parliaments from 
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other countries and international organizations, with common interests with those in 

the region, may be invited to participate as associate members or observers, so to 

enrich the debate.  

Our vision is for a stable and prosperous Mediterranean based on common values and 

shared aspirations. PAM provides the Mediterranean with a political forum of its own 

in which the members of the Assembly are able to draw up and examine their own 

agenda. It serves as a forum for political and economic cooperation as well as a 

dialogue among cultures, civilizations and religions.  

 

More specifically, PAM develops cooperation among its members and promotes 

political dialogue and understanding by: 

 

 Fostering and building confidence among the Mediterranean States. 

 Promoting regional security and stability. 

 Consolidating the endeavors of the member states. 

 Presenting opinions and recommendations to national parliaments and 

governments, regional organizations and international fora such as yours. 

 

The strength of PAM is the representation of all the countries on an equal footing. 

PAM was established with the conviction that, by working together in a 

“Mediterranean Agora”, all national parliaments concerned could effectively address 

the collective challenges facing the region.  

 

The Mediterranean region continues to suffer for political differences and disputes 

whose origins date back many centuries. Furthermore new challenges, such as the 

effects of globalization, energy, water, international and internal migrations, 

terrorism, money laundering, organized crime, environmental degradation and human 

trafficking, represent only few of the common problems that the region is facing and 

that must be addressed at regional level.  
 

The lack of peace in the Middle East continues to be one of, if not the main problem, 

which threaten the whole process of security, stability and development of the 

Mediterranean area.  Furthermore, the region is also registering the lowest level of 

foreign direct investment compared with South East Asia and Latin America. In the 

meantime, huge resources are used for armament and military expenditure. 

 

We fully support the efforts of the United Nations in the region to achieve a 

comprehensive settlement of the various conflicts and to provide humanitarian 

assistance to those in need, especially Palestinians.  

 

We follow with attention the UN humanitarian reports and it is with great concern 

and deep sorrow that we see the conditions of the people of Palestine worsening 

every day.  Two months ago, UN Under-Secretary-General John Holmes briefed our 
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Assembly on the findings of his field visit to the Occupied Territories. He 

courageously highlighted the growing disconnection between the peace process and 

the dramatic situation of the civilians in Gaza and the West Bank. We fully agree 

with him that a regime of collective punishment on innocent civilians will only 

backfire on Israel. It is not by increasing the pressure and hardship on families, 

women and children that the military situation will improve. Since April, the 

hospitals in Gaza had to further limit their services due to frequent power cuts and 

shortages in fuel, and had to suspend all elective surgical operations. We know that 

access for humanitarian staff is more difficult than in previous months. Concerning 

the limited access to humanitarian goods, as well as the daily life of the few 

Palestinians who still manage to have an economic activity, this is hampered by the 

“wall”, roadblocks and closures. 

 

On the occasion of John Holmes’ parliamentary hearing, the PAM committed to 

support the UN, him and his colleagues in their efforts. To this end, I want to stress 

the true and permanent engagement of the PAM regarding solutions to the many 

conflicts that prevail in the region. The situation in Palestine requires an urgent and 

lasting settlement and PAM is expected to and must assume a leading role in 

supporting all peace initiatives as well as in advocating for the eradication of violence 

and for better living conditions for the people of Palestine, who have the right to live 

freely and peacefully in their home land. We want to show our support to the victims 

of the situation not only with words but also with tangible facts, and we plan a visit to 

the region in the coming months. 
 

Let me recall that, in accordance with the UN Charter - and this is also stressed in 

PAM’s Statutes -  the relations between all countries, including those in the 

Mediterranean -  have to be based on eight fundamental principles: refraining from 

the threat or use of force; peaceful settlement of international disputes; inviolability 

of frontiers and territorial integrity of States; right of peoples to self-determination 

and to live in peace in their own territories within internationally recognized and 

guaranteed frontiers; sovereign equality of States and non-interference in internal 

affairs; respect for human rights; cooperation between States and fulfillment in good 

faith of obligations assumed under international law, including questions regarding 

peace, security and stability, confidence-building measures, arms control and 

disarmament, respect for international humanitarian law, and the fight against 

terrorism. On behalf of PAM, I can tell you that we believe in these fundamental 

principles and that we will do our outmost to see them applied in Palestine and Israel. 

 

For centuries the Mediterranean, and in particular the Middle East, have given to the 

humanity some of the richest civilizations and the three monotheistic religions. 

Today, our region faces many challenges in terms of lack of security and economic 

integration. But it can relay on the unique reliance of its people and the natural 

resources of its land to address the challenges ahead. Please remember that the future 

is our shared responsibility, let us work together to achieve it. 
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Thank you. 


