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Excellencies, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

It is a pleasure and an honor, for me, to participate at this important event representing the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, and I would like to thank the European 

Commission, in the person of Commissioner Tajani, TAIEX and the European University 

Institute for the kind invitation extended to our Assembly. A sincere “thank you” goes out also to 

the unit “Textiles, Fashion, Design and Creative Industries” for the precious assistance and for 

the excellent organization of this conference. 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean is fully aware of the key role played by the 

European institutions in the Mediterranean region. Our region has the peculiar characteristic of 

gathering states of 3 continents, some of which are member of the European Union; some of 

them are potential candidates; some of them are partners. The cooperation with the countries of 

the MENA region is a natural, logic and necessary condition for the EU and its role, not only for 

purely geographic reasons, but for the heritage, the culture and the path that Mediterranean 

countries have been sharing until now, and will be sharing in the future, with the aim of creating 

a prosperous and stable region. 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has, in its priorities, the strengthening of the 

relations with the European institutions. Not only with the European Parliament, which can be 

considered the logical counterpart for a parliamentary organization, but also with the European 

Commission. This is what emerged, once more, on the occasion of the PAM 8
th

 Plenary Session, 

held in Marseille two months ago. The proposal of the PAM Bureau for a structured and fruitful 

relation with the European institutions, strongly supported by the entire Assembly, reflects what 
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the citizens and the players – public and private – demand: more integration and cooperation in 

our region, with the aim of facilitating this process, in every aspect of our lives. 

 

This is the first time that the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean participates at a 

meeting specifically dedicated to the textile industry, and I would like now to introduce to you 

the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. Our Assembly is an interstate regional 

organization. It was born in 2005 in Amman, as the dedicated instrument of parliamentary 

diplomacy in the Mediterranean region. PAM is the result of the maturation of the “Conference 

on Security and Cooperation in the Mediterranean (CSCM)”, initiated within the Inter-

Parliamentary Union in the 80s. PAM’s growing status on the regional and international scene 

has led the United Nations to grant our Assembly with the “Permanent Observer” status at the 

United Nations General Assembly. We have 27 member states, all represented on an equal 

footing, all Mediterranean. Our budget is paid directly by our member states. We enjoy excellent 

relations with the European Parliament, and have already cooperated with the European 

Commission on several subjects, such as energy, education and the financial support to SMEs.  

  

PAM represents the national parliaments of the Mediterranean region, including all the Balkans, 

from Portugal to Morocco, via Jerusalem. We are also responsible for the parliamentary 

dimension of the 5+5 group, the West Mediterranean dialogue, and we attend all its ministerial 

meetings and Heads of State Summits. 

 

PAM also participates in the activities of other Parliamentary platforms, such as the IPU, the PA-

UfM, the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union, and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe, the OSCE, NATO, the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, the OIC, 

the Maghreb Arab Union and the recently relaunched South-Eastern European Cooperation 

Process (SEECP), as well as the Gulf Cooperation Council, of which PAM has been requested to 

assist the parliamentary dimension. 

 

Our region is facing numerous challenges, in terms on unemployment, access to credit, and 

standard of living, more generally. The economic scenario is indeed alarming: the 

economic/financial crisis is still there, behind the corner, and the recovery will be extremely 

slow. In this context, PAM MPs have a role to play in the much needed process of integration 

and cooperation, and they decided to establish a dedicated instrument to support regional 

economy: the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean. 

  

The main aim of the PAM Panel, which was launched in May 2010 in Lisbon, is to gather, 

around the same table, parliamentarians and key economic players, such as investment 

promotion agencies, international financial institutions, employers’ federations, Regulators, 

normative agencies, chambers of commerce and consumers’ associations, in order to stimulate 

joint actions and propose practical measures – including at legislative levels – to be undertaken 

to strengthen trade and secure a social dignity for all peoples of the region.  
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The PAM Panel acts as a high level think tank, a comprehensive group with the purpose of 

addressing common challenges, identifying obstacles and proposing concrete law-making actions 

for the promotion and support of trade and investments in the Mediterranean region. I hope we 

can count on your support to further strengthen it. 

  

Priorities and strategies were identified and agreed upon in Naples, Italy, in November 2010. The 

Second Meeting of the PAM Panel was held in May 2011 in Geneva, at the invitation of the 

United Nations Trade and Productive Capacity Cluster, and focused on trade facilitation, 

development of productive capacity, energy and water resources management.  

 

In Geneva, practical measures on a number of issues were identified: increase productive 

capacity and Foreign Direct Investments, and pay more attention to the key sectors of 

agriculture, fundamental to achieve sustained poverty reduction and food security, and tourism, 

essential to boost the economy especially for the Arab Spring countries.  

 

On these bases, we started to organize meetings of our sectoral groups, notably those dedicated 

to Energy – a very sensitive issue, especially in the Mediterranean region – and to Investment 

and Finance. The meetings of the sectoral groups of the Panel target specific topics and provide 

PAM MPs with recommendations made by high level experts, for example United Nations 

officials, representatives of the European Commission, the European Central Bank, the European 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development. The next event will be dedicated to waste 

management, to be considered as an opportunity for additional synergies, and we seek the 

support and the contribution of the European Commission to the debate. Commissioner Tajani 

and Commissioner Janez Potocnik – Commissioner for Environment – will be invited to be 

represented at our conference, which will be held in Caserta, Italy, on 30-31 May. The 

conference aims to share best practices and lessons learned by PAM countries, and also to create 

the basis for a Mediterranean Association of operators in waste management, with common 

rules, procedures and standards to be met at regional level. 

 

I am proud to say that in 2013 the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe invited 

PAM, for the second time, to hold another PAM Panel conference in Geneva. The conference, 

“Harnessing trade for growth in the Mediterranean” took place on 30-31 May 2013, at the UN 

Headquarters in Geneva. The event tackled crucial aspects of the economic growth: the 

importance of trade, the need for more developed transport infrastructure, investments, 

productive capacity. In Geneva, it was agreed to organize a joint PAM-UN meeting every second 

year, and this represents a great achievement for our Assembly, because it is an indication that 

we are operating well, although with very little financial resources, and it also shows that PAM is 

considered as a reliable partner on the international scenario. And our presence here makes me 

even more proud because, as I said at the beginning of my intervention, it opens an additional 

channel between the Mediterranean MPs and the DG Enterprise and Industry. 
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In two months, as you know, the elections for the European Parliament will take place. When the 

new members will be nominated and appointed, a PAM high level delegation will visit Brussels 

and Strasbourg for consultations with the European Parliament, with Madame Ashton and with 

the European Commission. Due to the activities of the PAM Panel, the mission to Brussels will 

represent an excellent opportunity for the PAM delegation to meet with Commissioner Tajani, 

who already knows PAM, its Panel and its mission and objectives. I had the pleasure to meet 

Commissioner Tajani in Tunis, not long time ago, on the occasion of a UNIDO conference, and 

we discussed on the key conditions to attract foreign investments and facilitate the development 

of SMEs, critical to the creation of jobs. PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, and 

Mr.Tajani, further agreed that a more in depth meeting between the EU Commission and PAM 

will be held in the near future in Brussels, in order for PAM to support EU initiatives in the 

MENA region addressed to securing economic growth, and to further elaborate common 

strategies and initiatives for youth employment and SMEs in the Mediterranean. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

This conference represents an excellent opportunity for PAM to know more about the 

Commission, its procedures and its works, and I am sincerely glad of being here and having the 

opportunity to address this distinguished gathering. We are in the capital of Tuscany, one of the 

most important sites for the textile industry since the Middle Age. Textile is a crucial sector for 

the Mediterranean region and a major source for trade in our region. For some Mediterranean 

countries, such as Turkey, Tunisia, Morocco, the textile and clothing sector alone accounts for 

almost 50% of exports of manufactured products to the EU. 

 

Of course, this intense trade means jobs – 50% of the total employment, in some countries – 

especially for women. The countries of the MENA region have a significant advantage if 

compared to the countries of the Far East: the geographical proximity to Europe, which keeps the 

costs of transportation low and allows any order to be completed fast.  

 

While the MENA countries are so connected – in terms of trade – to the European Union, we 

noted that the South-South trade is extremely low. The Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean is committed to increase the relations – at all levels, so not only in the trade sector 

– between the MENA countries This is one of the examples in which the action of PAM can 

complement the efforts made by the European Commission in the framework of the partnership 

with the non-EU Mediterranean countries. 

 

Other possible areas of cooperation include the realization of a wider Free Trade Area in the 

Mediterranean region, the rationalization and reduction of the bureaucratic procedures to start 

new businesses, the fight to corruption and the support to education. These factors are 
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fundamental for the social and economic development of the countries of the Mediterranean 

region.  

 

As you can see, the areas of common interest are numerous, and I am confident that the 

conference of today will represent a significant step in the relations between PAM and the 

European Commission. I would like to take this opportunity to invite the EC to contribute to the 

work of the PAM Panel: your participation would represent a great added value to the activities 

of the PAM Panel. 

 

I would like to conclude thanking, once again, the organizers for the kind invitation, and I am 

confident that this conference, which marks the 10th anniversary of the Euro-Mediterranean 

Dialogue on textile industry, will be a success and will enable all of us to exchange experiences 

on policies, practices and programmes about creativity, design, innovation and in textile and 

clothing sector. 

 

Thank you. 


