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3
rd

 Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilizations & Human Rights 

Special Task Force on Migrations 

“Palestinian Women Refugees  

The situation in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan” 

Rapporteur: Hon. Mahmoud Muhaidat (Jordan) 

Resolution unanimously approved on 30 October 2010, 
during the V

th
 Plenary Session, Rabat 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

- Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948; 

- Having regard to the Arab Charter on Human Rights of 22 May 2004; 

- Recalling the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 28 July 

1951 and its 1967 Protocol; 

- Recalling the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons of 28 

September 1954 and the United Nations Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness of 

30 August 1961; 

- Recalling UNRWA's operational definition of Palestine refugees as being “persons 

whose normal place of residence was Palestine between June 1946 and May 1948, who 

lost both their homes and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli 

conflict; 

- Having regard to Article 5 of the 1968 Palestine National Charter; 

- Recalling the United Nations Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant 

workers and members of their families of 18 December 1990;  

- Having regard to the 1965 Protocol on the Treatment of Palestinians known as the 

“Casablanca Protocol”; 

- Having regard to the 1969 Convention Governing Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems 

in Africa of the Organization of African Unity (OAU); 

- Having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 

December 1966; 

- Recalling the need to reach a long-lasting peaceful settlement in the Middle East based 

on UN Security Council Resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and other relevant 

resolutions (1397, 1515 and 1860); 
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- Having regard to UNGA resolution 194 of 11 December 1948 stating that the Holy 

places, religious buildings and sites in Palestine should be protected and that free access 

to them should be assured in accordance with existing rights and historical practice, also 

stating that refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at peace with their 

neighbours should be permitted to do so and that compensation should be paid for the 

property of those choosing not to return and for loss of or damage to property; 

- Convinced that a final, lasting and peaceful settlement in the Middle East would be 

secured through the implementation of the two States solution, with the State of Israel 

and that of Palestine, living in peace and prosperity, side by side within secure and 

internationally recognised borders, according to the borders of pre-4 June 1967 ;  

- Having regard to the Survey of Palestinian Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons 

2008-2009” by BADIL; 

- Having regard to the 2009 report by the UN Inter-Agency Gender Task Force report, 

compiled by UNIFEM “Voicing the needs of Women and Men in Gaza, Beyond the 

aftermath of the 23 day Israeli military operations”; 

- Underlining with concern that Palestinians are one of the largest displaced population 

groups in the world today; 

- Underlining that half of all Palestinian refugees reside in Arab host states including 

Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf;  

- Underlining with concern that about 20% of the total Palestinian refugee population live 

in UNRWA registered camps in Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Gaza Strip and the West Bank; 

- Concerned with the discrepencies relating to the rights/status awarded to the Palestinian 

refugee communities in host countries as well as with their living conditions: 

- Concerned with the specific needs of women refugees whose responsibilities include the 

care of children and the elderly; 

- Concerned with evidence of domestic violence towards women refugees arising from 

deterioration of the situation in the camps;  

- Concerned with the relatively high rates of unemployment among women refugees and 

of child labour among the refugee population in host countries; 

- Concerned with the particularly deteriorating living conditions women, children and all 

residents of the Gaza strip are facing since “Operation Cast Lead”; 

- Concerned with the lack of recent progress in the Middle East Peace Process; 

 

Calls all PAM members to: 

1) Raise awareness of the situation of women refugees from Palestine in countries where 

they are hosted in view of bettering their living conditions, rights and access to basic 

services and promote positive actions in favour of women refugees from Palestine; 

2) Organise debates at national level on the conditions of Palestinian refugees, in particular 

women, to which representatives of the communities would be invited to discuss their 

specific needs in view of the role they play in the community;  

3) Identify role models among the female population of Palestinian origin to ensure that the 

young generations seek all possible opportunities to better their own lives;  

4) Support UNRWA, including financially, in its endeavor to provide basic services to a 

large refugee population in the Middle East; 
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5) To advocate for the status of Palestinian refugees to be included as part of all future peace 

negotiations. 

6) Promote campaigns and public dialogue in the Mediterranean countries with the active 

participation of  NGOs and Experts from  International Organizations in order to raise 

awareness of the situation of women   refugees from Palestine; 

7)  Promote women's role in development and women's entrepreneurship among Palestinian 

Women Refugees. 

 


