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3
rd

 Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilizations & Human Rights 

 

Special Task Force on Dialogue of Cultures and Religions 

 

“The Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue in the Western Balkans as a 

platform to strengthen and consolidate peaceful and good-neighbourly 

relations among its peoples” 

 
Rapporteur : Hon. Justyne Caruana (Malta) 

 
Resolution unanimously approved on 30 October 2010, 

during the V
th

 Plenary Session, Rabat 

 
- Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948; 

- Recalling the United Nations General Assembly resolution A/RES/56/6 of 21 

November 2001 proclaiming a Global Agenda for Dialogue Among Civilizations; 

- Recalling that 2010 is being celebrated as the “International Year for the 

Rapprochement of Cultures” ; 

- Having regard to the work conducted by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations 

(Aoc) in promoting understanding and reconciliation among cultures at the global 

level; 

- Underlining the rich cultural diversity of the Western Balkans in the Mediterranean 

region, as well as specificities pertaining to the ethnic and religious mix of the peoples 

of this region; 

- Having regard to, in particular, the conflicts and wars that greatly affected the 

peoples of the Western Balkans during the last decade; 

- Having regard to peace and reconciliation efforts conducted by international and 

regional organisations as well as international and local NGOs in the region; 

- Having regard to the Council of Europe activities and in particular its 2009 White 

Paper on Intercultural dialogue; 

- Having regard to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe’s 

recommendations 1804 (2007) on “State, religion, secularity and human rights”; 

- Having regard to the OSCE activities in combating all forms of racism and 

xenophobia and the work conducted in particular by its Office for Democratic 

Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) and the High Commissioner on National 

Minorities;  

- Having regard to PAM’s own 2009 report  “Building on dialogue” and its  

questionnaire about the national experiences and policies of PAM Countries in 

promoting dialogue and understanding among cultures and religions; 

- Having regard to the PAM’s “Fez programme”; 

 
 

 

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 

ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE DE LA MEDITERRANEE 

 الجمعيـــة  البرلمانيــة  للبحـــر  األبيــض  المتوســـــــط
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- Having regard to the PAM Letter of Commitment whereby national parliaments have 

agreed to pursue work on intercultural and inter-religious dialogue as well as to 

organise debates on intercultural and inter-religious dialogue in PAM national 

parliaments; 

- Having regard to the PAM prize awarding individuals, groups or organisations that, 

through their work, demonstrate strong and visible commitment, outstanding achievement 

and active promotion of the Mediterranean ideals including the promotion of inter-

cultural dialogue in the region; 

 

Calls on all PAM members to: 
 
 

Awareness raising/best practices 
 

1) Build on the answers to the questionnaire about national experiences and policies of 

PAM countries, collected in 2009, to highlight best practices regarding status and 

rights of national ethnic and religious communities and share best practices in the 

Mediterranean region as a whole; 

2) Engage national parliaments, to conduct activities within their own parliaments on 

intercultural and inter-religious dialogue and including youth as part of their 

commitments expressed in the PAM Letter of Commitment; 

3) Recall that the Mediterranean Day (21
st
 March) established by PAM may be used as a 

vehicle to promote peace, reconciliation and inter-cultural/inter-religious dialogue 

throughout the region including the Western Balkans; 

4) Call on national parliaments to make effective use of the PAM prize to give due 

visibility to individuals, groups or organisations active in promoting peace and 

reconciliation among ethnic /religious groups; 

 

Cooperation at regional and international level/Advocacy 

 

5) Seek to increase PAM collaboration with all other actors on inter-cultural/inter-

religious dialogue in the Western Balkans and in the region as a whole, and seek 

opportunities to hold joint events on the subject of Dialogue; 

6) Highlight the importance of migration, heading both North and South in support of 

humanitarian and cultural exchange between the peoples of the Mediterranean and 

make migration an essential part of dialogue among civilizations, cultures and 

religions. In this regard, promote dialogue and communication between youth in the 

Mediterranean as well as create agreements between universities and schools;  

 

Local level 

 

7) Support local and municipal authorities in their efforts to ensure a balanced 

management of cultural diversity and strengthening social cohesion at local level and 

requests that national parliaments report on the efforts at the local level to PAM; 
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8) Support cultural exchange programmes and festivals aiming at bringing communities 

together in the Western Balkans; 

9) Support the PAM Secretariat in following-up with a new questionnaire with the aim to 

identify activities undertaken by civil society, as well as the representatives of the 

various religious faiths at local level, in the Western Balkans and in the region as a 

whole, to promote intercultural and inter-religious dialogue; 

 

Education 

10) Support specific training programmes within public administrations to sensitise 

members of local authorities about multiculturalism and non-discrimination;  

 

As well as to:  

11) Remain dedicated to promoting mutual understanding and respect among the peoples 

of the Mediterranean region as a whole. 


