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15th Plenary Session

On 3 June, 2021, the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Mediterranean held its 15th Plenary Session. The event

gathered over 230 participants, including high-level

delegations from all the 34 national parliaments of the

Assembly and senior representatives of international

parliaments, the United Nations, and international

organisations, as well as leaders from civil society,

private sector and academia. 

The meeting was opened by Hon. Karim Darwish

(Egypt), PAM President and included a message from

the United Nations Secretary General, H.E. Antonio

Guterres.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean (PAM) is an international
organization, bringing together 34 member
parliaments from the Euro-Mediterranean
and Gulf regions to discuss the most
pressing common challenges, such as
regional conflicts, security and counter-
terrorism, humanitarian crises, economic
integration, climate change, mass
migrations, education, human rights and
inter-faith dialogue. Through this unique
political forum, PAM Parliaments are able
to engage in productive discussions, share
legislative experiences and work together
towards constructive solutions

N. 32 July 2021

A UNIQUE PLATFORM FOR POLITICAL DIALOGUE AND COOPERATION IN THE EURO-MEDITERRANEAN
AND GULF REGIONS 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=996



PAM MPs gathered on the sidelines of the 15th Plenary

Session to prepare for the launching of the PAM Women

Parliamentary Forum (WPF). The initiative is being

spearheaded by Hon. Joana Lima, Head of the Portuguese

Delegation, in close cooperation with Hon. Yana Chiara Ehm

(Italy). The Forum will be a space for discussion to challenge

negative norms, transform habits, introduce legislative ideas

and to promote a Mediterranean region without gender-

based discrimination.
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PAM holds the preparatory meeting of the
PAM Women Parliamentary Forum

WPF Preparatory Meeting

The 3rd Standing Committee on
Dialogue among Civilizations and
Human Rights

PAM MPs tackle domestic violence and the
human rights implications of Artificial
Intelligence

The 3rd Standing Committee held its high-level debate on the opening day of the Plenary Session. The

event was chaired by Committee President, Hon. Yana Chiara Ehm (Italy). 

Hon. Sandrine Mörch (France), Hon. Marianne Amir Azer (Egypt), Mr. Leendert Verbeek and Mr. Vicente
Miguel Garcés Ramón were the panellists addressing the key topics. These included the current surge in
domestic violence, the impact of artificial intelligence on human rights and the importance of synergy in the
effort of parliamentarians, local governments, and the civil society to address common challenges.
A dynamic debate, with interventions from Croatia, the UAE, Palestine, Portugal and Greece, among many

others, also raised additional key priorities for the Committee, including the plight of migrants and refugees,

who continue to die tragically in the Mediterranean Sea, the importance of education, as an investment into

future generations, and the push for gender equality across Mediterranean societies. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=998

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=997



Committee President, Sen. Alia Bouran (Jordan), called on the Assembly to re-affirm its support for the

Two-State solution in the Middle East. PAM Rapporteur on Security, Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco),

presented his findings on the progress achieved in Libya, the volatile situation in Syria, the alarming

violence in the Sahel and Sub-Saharan Africa, and the worsening humanitarian situation in Yemen. In a

message to the Assembly, UN Special Envoy for West Africa and the Sahel, H.E. Annadif Khatir Mahamat

Saleh, stressed that security cannot be detached from development. Hon. Gennaro Migliore (Italy), PAM

Rapporteur on Terrorism, informed the Assembly that, in 2020-21, parts of the African continent have

become the core of international terrorist activity.
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PAM addresses security concerns in the
Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions. 

The 1st Standing Committee on
Political and Security-related
Cooperation

The 2nd Standing Committee on
Economic, Social and
Environmental Cooperation

The 15th Plenary Session addresses post-
pandemic economic recovery and climate
change

Committee President, Hon. Pedro Roque (Portugal), chaired the session, highlighting the most significant
efforts of PAM towards inclusive and sustainable recovery strategies. PAM Rapporteur on Economy, Hon.
Ljubica Maksimčuk (Croatia), called on policymakers to design fiscal support schemes targeting the
economic segments hit hardest by the crisis. In his report and recommendations, PAM rapporteur on
Environment, Hon. Alain Perea (France), urged parliaments to declare a state of environmental emergency
and adopt an integrated approach to climate action and climate-related security risks. 
The session benefited from a keynote address by the Director General of the International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA), H.E. Francesco La Camera. Furthermore, Hon. Giulio Centemero, Co-Chair of
the PAM Economic Panel, emphasized that tourism is and will be a vital part of the economic recovery and
announced the creation of a new sectoral group on tourism within the panel, to be chaired by Hon. Dragan
Krapović (Montenegro).

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1000

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=999



At the closing ceremony of the 15th Plenary Session, outgoing

PAM President Hon. Karim Darwish (Egypt), congratulated Hon.

Gennaro Migliore (Italy), for his election as the incoming

President of the Assembly for 2021-2022. The Assembly held an

electronic vote ahead of the Plenary Session, with Hon. Migliore

receiving 81% support for his candidacy from the northern group 

Hon. Migliore has shown tremendous commitment to the work of

the Assembly, acting as the Chair of the PAM Special

Committee on Counterterrorism. Under his leadership, PAM has

been widely recognized as the leading inter-parliamentary

platform on counterterrorism, signed a cooperation agreement

with the UN Office on Counterterrorism and briefed the UN

Security Council on the outcomes of its parliamentary work.  

The Assembly expressed its appreciation and admiration

to a number of individuals and organizations for their

exceptional contributions in their distinct fields, to

advance the development of the Euro-Mediterranean

and Gulf regions. PAM selected recipients in the fields of

cooperation and dialogue among civilizations;

humanitarian/medical assistance; migration

management; countering domestic violence; promoting

gender equality; pandemic response; environmental

protection, and education.
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The Assembly announces the
recipients of the PAM Prize Award
2021 

Hon. Migliore (Italy) elected PAM
President for the biennium 2021-22

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1003

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1001
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The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) organised a high-level consultation on climate

action entitled “On the road to COP26 and COP22: the role of Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf Parliaments in

climate negotiations”. The event gathered over eighty representatives from national and international

Parliaments, UN Agencies, international organisations, and the scientific community.

Several experts took the floor to underline the dramatic conditions our region is facing due to environmental

changes. The expert panel was followed by a parliamentary debate, in which participants emphasised the

delicate moment the world is living and the unprecedented opportunity that PAM countries must seize to

advance climate action through post-pandemic green recovery strategies.

On the road to COP26 and
COP22: PAM holds a high-
level consultation and calls for
parliamentary climate action

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1015

PAM and TURKPA join efforts on
cross-regional cooperation for a
resilient post-Covid-19 economic
recovery

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic-

Speaking Countries (TURKPA) jointly organized a high-level virtual meeting on “Cross-regional cooperation

in shaping a resilient economic recovery”. The event aimed at reinforcing the cross-regional exchange of

legislative strategies to accelerate economic recovery. The meeting gathered over a hundred

parliamentarians and representatives from the private sector, academia, United Nations Agencies and

major international organizations and financial institutions. The debate that followed provided

parliamentarians and attendees with an opportunity to discuss national experiences and practices. As a

follow-up to this event, PAM and TURKPA committed to organizing a high-level in-person conference on

economic recovery in October 2021, in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Parliament

of Turkey. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=981
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The Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean and the United Nations
Office of Counter-Terrorism hold a
high-level virtual meeting on assessing
the challenges of the post-territorial
ISIL context

The United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) and the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Mediterranean (PAM) co-organized a virtual meeting on the “Challenges of the post-territorial ISIL context.”

The meeting gathered over 100 participants, including PAM Parliamentarians, United Nations

representatives, leading counter-terrorism experts and key partners, including the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) South Hub, the U.S. Department of Justice, and the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE PA), among others. UNOCT and PAM signed

a Memorandum of Understanding to further consolidate their partnership. The MOU provides a framework

for fostering the engagement of parliamentarians from the Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions in the

implementation of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and relevant United Nations

Security Council resolutions.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=976

PAM and OSCE PA facilitate dialogue on
current terrorism trends and identify
legislative strategies to prevent violent
extremism, in the framework of an inter-
parliamentary conference on
counterterrorism, co-organized with IPA
CIS, PACE and UNOCT

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), the Inter-parliamentary Assembly of the Member

Nations of the Commonwealth of Independent States (IPA CIS), the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Organizations for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE PA), the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Council of Europe (PACE) and the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) jointly organized

the virtual International Parliamentary Conference on the Global Challenges and Threats in the Context of

the COVID-19 Pandemic: Terrorism and Violent Extremism. PAM and OSCE PA co-facilitated a session

entitled: “Assessing the terrorist threat and efforts to prevent violent extremism,” within the framework of the

conference. By co-organizing this event, PAM continues to lead at the forefront of global discussions, aimed

at reinforcing the key role of parliaments in the fight against terrorism and to create synergies among all the

key actors in implementing the UN Global Counterterrorism Strategy. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=984
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PAM moderates the United Nations Forum
on the Question of Palestine, and urges for
the resumption of negotiations to reach a
Two-State Solution

Hon. Pedro Roque, Vice President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Mediterranean (PAM), moderated the annual United Nations Forum on

the Question of Palestine. This year, the Forum was dedicated to

“International Parliamentarian Support to the Question of Palestine”. 

In his opening remarks, Hon. Roque welcomed the initiative of the Committee to turn to parliamentarians to

mobilize the political momentum to resume efforts to reach a Two-State Solution, emphasizing the value of

parliamentary diplomacy as a flexible and powerful tool that allows for constructive dialogue and confidence

building. Hon. Roque recalled that both Israel and Palestine are founding  Members of PAM and both hold

Vice Presidencies in the PAM Political Bureau. He further recalled that the Assembly has adopted a

unanimous consensus that a Two-State Solution is the only way for both peoples, Israeli and Palestinian, to

achieve their legitimate aspirations to govern themselves, to live side-by-side within safe and recognized

borders, in peace and security: the State of Israel and the independent State of Palestine, in accordance

with relevant international resolutions.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=991

PAM brings the parliamentary dimension to the 2nd United
Nations Counter-Terrorism Week

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) contributed to the 2nd United Nations Counter-

Terrorism Week (24-30 June 2021). The Assembly represented national and international parliaments at

the multi-day event, which serves as the main gathering of counterterrorism stakeholders worldwide.

Gennaro Migliore, in his capacity as the PAM President, focused on the key role played by parliamentarians

in countering terrorism, in their legislative, oversight, and representative capacities. PAM co-sponsored a

High-Level Side Event entitled “Mainstreaming Counter-Terrorism Responses Across Parliamentary

Functions”. On this occasion, Sen. Alia Bouran, President of PAM's 1st Standing Committee, and PAM

Senior Advisor on counterterrorism, Amb. Jean-Paul Laborde, jointly presented the new UN Guide for

Parliamentarians to Facilitate the Implementation of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy,

a strategic document prepared with the critical contribution of PAM. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1013
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Upon the request of the United Nations Environment Programme/Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP),

PAM contributed to the online Stakeholder Consultation Workshop to assess the state of progress of the

Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD). The Assembly represented the

parliamentary dimension of the United Nations Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development.  

 According to PAM parliamentarians, the drastic shifts in political priorities and public spending due to the

COVID-19 crisis have caused a major setback in the transition towards a circular and low-carbon economy

in the Mediterranean. 

PAM promotes sustainable and transformative recovery in the
Mediterranean

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=965

PAM appointed as new member of the Mediterranean
Commission on Sustainable Development Steering Committee

PAM was appointed as a new member of the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development

(MCSD) Steering Committee. The decision came in recognition of PAM's active role in assisting national

Parliaments across the Euro-Mediterranean region in promoting sustainable development, climate action,

and environmental protection. On the same occasion, members of the MCSD also decided to extend

PAM's mandate as representative of the parliamentary dimension within the Commission. With this fresh

appointment and renewed mandate, PAM reaffirms its role as a key player in the green renaissance of the

Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1007

PAM delegation official visit to the 
State of Qatar

During the meeting, an exchange of views took place on the role of parliamentary diplomacy at the regional

and global levels. On the occasion of the PAM Official Visit to the State of Qatar, the PAM delegation, led

by President Hon. Gennaro Migliore, held a bilateral meeting with H.E. Ahmed Bin Abdullah Al Mahmoud,

the Speaker of the Shura Council of Qatar. The meeting focused on several key political, security, and

economic issues.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1006 
https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1005

Prime Minister of the State of Qatar, H.E. Sheikh Khalid bin

Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, received PAM President

Hon. Gennaro Migliore in a courtesy meeting, along with the

President of the IPU Hon. Duarte Pacheco, PAM Secretary

General and the Deputy Director of UNOCT. 

https://www.unenvironment.org/unepmap/what-we-do/mediterranean-strategy-sustainable-development-mssd
https://www.unenvironment.org/unepmap/what-we-do/mediterranean-strategy-sustainable-development-mssd
https://www.unenvironment.org/unepmap/what-we-do/mediterranean-strategy-sustainable-development-mssd
https://www.unenvironment.org/unepmap/what-we-do/mediterranean-strategy-sustainable-development-mssd
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PAM and the Republic of San Marino sign
an historic agreement

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) and the State Congress of the Republic of San

Marino signed the Host Country Agreement for the establishment of the PAM Center for International

Studies in the City of San Marino. As part of the decentralized network of offices and diplomatic missions of

the Assembly, the decision to establish the Center was taken to consolidate research activities and the

related academic networking into one location. The Center will produce high-level multidisciplinary research

for the assessment, promotion and support of new legislative initiatives at national and regional levels, to

address the main priorities identified by the Member Parliaments of the Assembly.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=966

PAM strengthens its long-standing partnership with PABSEC
during the 57th General Assembly meeting
PAM's Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, took the floor in the 57th General Assembly of Parliamentary
Assembly the Black Sea Economic Cooperation to reiterate the long-standing and fruitful partnership PAM
has with PABSEC. In his intervention, Amb. Piazzi underlined the pivotal role policymakers retain in making
sure every citizen's voice is heard, even during a major health crisis. The latter taught the world community
that unilateralism and circumscribed measures are inadequate to tackle global challenges. Cooperation and
dialogue are the pillars to implement effective policies and unravel collective challenges and issues.
Furthermore, Amb. Piazzi discussed the various and crucial issues PAM and PABSEC have worked on,
alongside each other. 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean will continue to deepen this outstanding cooperation with

PABSEC, hoping that this partnership will serve as beacon in the parliamentary diplomacy field. 

PAM is expanding its Academic Platform
by concluding new agreements with
pioneering universities

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) has initiated a new partnership with two

outstanding Universities: the Johns Hopkins University – School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS),

which has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with PAM, and the “Centro interdipartimentale di

Ricerca sull’Adriatico e il Mediterraneo” – CiRAM – of the University of Macerata, which has joined the PAM

Academic Platform. The PAM Academic Platform was established in 2009, with the aim of facilitating

interaction among key actors in the fields of higher education and research, national parliaments,

universities, research centres as well as the private sector.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=963
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PAM participates in the G20 event
“People, Prosperity and Planet at the
Heart of Ecological Transition”

PAM President, Hon. Gennaro Migliore and PAM Secretary

General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, addressed the energy and climate

G20 side event “People, Prosperity and Planet at the Heart of

Ecological Transition”. The conference was held in the framework

of the G20 Climate and Energy 2021, in Naples.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1016

The meeting was organized by WEC Italy and Globe Italy, in collaboration with the Department of Energy

Law, of the University of Naples Federico II, and with the contribution of high-level representatives from the

Ministry of Ecological Transition,  institutional delegations of G20 countries along with the front-runners of

energy corporations working in Italy and overseas.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated in the 28th General Assembly of the
Interparliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy, held from 22 to 26 July 2021 in Georgioupoli, Chania (Greece).
The event gathered high-level representatives from other parliamentary organizations, such as the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), the World Hellenic
Inter-Parliamentary Association (WHIA), along with high representatives from the Orthodox Church. 
On this occasion, the Assembly was represented by Hon. Veroljub Arsić, Head of the Serbian delegation to
PAM. His contribution focused on the pivotal role played by parliamentarians in responding to the ongoing
multiple challenges. In this context, all religious leaders also have significant responsibilities towards the
people in facilitating a coherent and shared approach.

PAM addresses the 28th
General Assembly of the
Interparliamentary Assembly
on Orthodoxy.

To read more:  https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1017
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The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), represented by Secretary-General, Ambassador

Sergio Piazzi and PLATFORMA, represented by Mr. Frédéric Vallier, Secretary General of the Council of

European Municipalities and Regions, signed an important Memorandum of Understanding. The MOU

reaffirms the long-standing partnership between the PAM and PLATFORMA. It underscores the two

organisations' shared efforts to advance an open, inclusive, prosperous and secure Euro-Mediterranean

region, with an immediate focus on Human Rights, health security and economic recovery from the

pandemic of COVID-19. PAM and PLATFORMA are strengthening existing cooperation by various means,

which include joint programs, events, conferences and webinars, as well as joint research and policy

analysis, and formal and informal consultations on issues of common interest. By concluding this

agreement, PAM continues to reinforce its network of operational partnerships with leading international

bodies, aiming at addressing effectively the many and evolving challenges the Euro-Mediterranean region

is facing.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=977

PAM contributes to the Global
Parliamentary Workshop of the 2021
World Bank and IMF Spring Meetings

PAM and PLATFORMA-
CEMR further reinforce  their
cooperation

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM)

actively participated in the Global Parliamentary Workshop

hosted in the framework of the 2021 Spring Meetings of the

World Bank and the IMF.

On this occasion, PAM was represented by Hon. Ljubica Maksimčuk from Croatia, and by Hon. Maryam

Majid Bin Theneya, Hon. Dherar Humaid Belhoul and Hon. Hend Humaid Alaleeli from the delegation of the

United Arab Emirates to PAM.

The debates focused on  means of ensuring vaccine equity, the perils of a return to ‘business as usual’ and

the tax reforms needed to deliver an equitable growth. The delegation further highlighted the efforts of PAM

in developing solid partnerships with international financing institutions and in assisting its Members in

accessing alternative and innovative financing systems, such as Islamic Finance and Islamic Philanthropy.

With its participation at this event, PAM reaffirms its close partnership with the World Bank and the IMF and

its commitment towards creating a solid science-policy interface for a resilient socio-economic recovery.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=983
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PAM joins forces with the World Bank
and the IMF to advance a resilient
economic recovery in the MENA region

Hon. Maryam Majid Bin Theneya (United Arab Emirates) represented the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Mediterranean (PAM) at the third meeting of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Regional Chapter of

the Parliamentary Network on the World Bank and IMF. The discussion focused on legislative strategies to

build an inclusive and sustainable recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic in Middle Eastern and North

African countries. The debates offered a unique opportunity for parliamentarians to engage with key policy

experts on the manifold facets of economic reconstruction plans, including vaccine campaigns, governance

reforms, financial resilience, and climate action. Hon. Bin Theneya underlined three key policy areas to

deliver inclusive and sustainable recovery plans: the protection and rehabilitation of Small and Medium

Enterprises (SMEs), the revival of the tourism industry and the transition towards climate neutrality. To

reinforce the national efforts of Member States in these strategic fields, PAM promotes public-private

partnerships and facilitates access to alternative capital markets for SMEs and enterprises, including those

engaged in the tourism sector. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=994

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated in the virtual meeting for the launch

of the second edition of “The South Days”, an initiative intended to reinforce trade and business synergies

between the countries on the two shores of the Mediterranean. The event has been promoted by the

Italian Trade Agency (ICE) in partnership with the Italian Confederation of Industry - Confindustria

(Campania, Caserta and Naples branches), and the Fondazione per la Sussidiarietà. The initiative is

designed to identify opportunities for the internationalization of the Tunisian economic fabric and create

new and diversified commercial exchanges between the two business communities. To this end, in the

upcoming months, selected companies and industries from both countries will be clustered to conduct

targeted capacity building activities and share know-how and best practices. PAM Secretary General,

Ambassador Sergio Piazzi highlighted the engagement of PAM in the harmonization of national legislative

frameworks of Member States to facilitate markets integration and promote investments and business

relationships. In parallel, the Assembly supports the “Start Up Market Project”, a PAM initiative with the

aim of improving access to alternative capital markets for SMEs and start-ups in the Euro-Mediterranean

and Gulf regions. 

PAM contributes to the launch of
the second phase of “The South
Days” Initiative

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=964
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The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) attended the 2021 Climate Adaptation Summit,

hosted in a virtual format by the Dutch Government and the Global Center on Adaptation (GCA). The event

consisted of several roundtables and high-level debates. 

It witnessed the inauguration of the first Ministerial Dialogue on Adaptation Action, a political forum aimed at

enhancing international leadership cooperation to scale-up and accelerate climate adaptation. PAM was

represented by Hon. Pedro Roque, PAM President Emeritus, and Hon. Marie Noelle Gibelli, Head of the

Monegasque delegation to PAM.  The distinct participation of PAM to the Summit, as an inter-parliamentary

body, reflects the strong engagement of PAM delegates towards a green and prosperous renaissance in

the Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions. In the next months, PAM will join forces with UN Agencies and

other strategic partners to support Member States in raising their climate ambitions in view of COP26.

PAM attends the 2021 Climate Adaptation Summit

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=961

PAM discusses with Turkish Foreign
Minister H.E. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu
pressing issues in the Euro-
Mediterranean region

On the occasion of the official visit by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey, H.E. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, to

Lisbon in the context of the Portuguese semester of Presidency of the EU, the Minister held a bilateral

meeting with PAM President Emeritus, Hon. Pedro Roque. 

Minister Çavuşoğlu and Hon. Roque addressed the current situation and key challenges in the Eastern

Mediterranean and the broader Euro-Mediterranean region and the options for parliamentary diplomacy to

support efforts to address issues of mutual concern. 

Turkey is a strategic actor in the region and PAM works closely with the Grand National Assembly of Turkey

and the Turkish government. Hon. Roque and Minister Çavuşoğlu agreed to further strengthen cooperation,

including through future joint initiatives.

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=959
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PAM contributes to the UN Congress
on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM)

contributed to the 14th United Nations Congress on Crime

Prevention and Criminal Justice, co-organized by the United

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Government

of Japan. The Congress was held in Kyoto, Japan, from 7 to 12

March, 2021, in a hybrid format. The United Nations Congress on 

Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice is the world's largest and most comprehensive gathering of policy-

makers, academia, intergovernmental organizations and civil society in the field of crime prevention and

criminal justice, held every five years. On the occasion of the 14th Congress, the representatives of UN

Member States signed the Kyoto Declaration on advancing crime prevention, criminal justice and the rule of

law, towards the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, providing a set of

measures for a holistic approach to crime prevention. At the Congress, PAM was represented by Hon.

Karim Darwish, PAM President, Hon. Tijana Davidovac, Member of the Serbian delegation, and Amb. Jean-

Paul Laborde, PAM Senior Advisor on Counterterrorism. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=978

On 23 March, 2021, the Parliamentary Assembly

of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated and

contributed to the parliamentary meeting

organized by UN Women and the Inter-

Parliamentary Union (IPU), dedicated to answer

the question: “What will it take to reach gender

parity in political participation in a post-COVID-19

world?” PAM was represented by Hon. Marie-

Noëlle Gibelli (Monaco) and Hon. Joana Lima

(Portugal). The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed

societies and individuals to unknown challenges, 

 which have exacerbated persistent obstacles and

affected the most vulnerable segments of the

population. 

It is PAM’s conviction that women have proved to

be a real strength in addressing the pandemic, as

leaders and essential workers, particularly in the

health sector, where women represent 70% of the

total workforce. However, it is necessary to highlight

that women have also been the first victims of this

crisis, economically, socially and politically. Several

evidence of regression have been put forward, such

as the increase in the number of countries with a

lack of female representation in decision-making

positions or the rise of online violence on women

involved in politics.

PAM contributes to the IPU UN
Women Parliamentary meeting on
gender parity in political participation
in a post-COVID-19 world

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=980
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PAM contributes to the IPU UN Women Strategic Inter-
parliamentary Dialogue on “Gender-responsive recovery post
COVID-19"

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated in the Strategic Inter-parliamentary

Dialogue on “Gender-responsive recovery post COVID-19,” organized jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary

Union (IPU) and UN Women. PAM was represented by Hon. Yana Chiara Ehm (Italy), Hon. Marie-Noëlle

Gibelli (Monaco), and Hon. Katica Glamuzina (Croatia). In her intervention on behalf of PAM, Hon.

Glamuzina emphasized the Assembly's ongoing commitment in favor of women’s rights and its work toward

the publication of a dedicated report and recommendations on domestic violence. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=985

PAM President Hon. Gennaro Migliore and Hon. Giulio
Centemero, Co-chair of the PAM Panel on Trade and
Investment, participated in the 2021 Edition of the
International Arab Banking Summit (IABS), held in
Rome.
The Summit was organized by the Union of Arab

Banks in cooperation with the International Monetary

Fund (IMF), the UN Environment Programme Finance

Initiative (UNEP FI), and the European Banking

Federation (EBF), under the patronage of the

President of the Italian Council of Ministers, H.E. Mr.

Mario Draghi. Hon. Centemero was invited to address

the audience during the opening session, representing

PAM forges closer ties
with the International
Arab Banking Summit
(IABS), addresses its
2021 Edition 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1011

the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Mediterranean (PAM). In his speech, he

highlighted the pivotal role of PAM as the main

forum where Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf

Parliaments are able to meet and discuss

effective solutions to common challenges. The

COVID-19 pandemic had a dramatic impact on

the economies of PAM countries, hence Hon.

Centemero called for a strengthening of the long-

term resilience of the financial system, with a

greater focus on inclusivity, sustainability and

education.
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PAM signs an agreement with
GOPAC to strengthen
parliamentary work against
corruption

The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Mediterranean (PAM), Hon. Gennaro Migliore,

signed a cooperation agreement with H.E. Mr.

Ahmad bin Abdullah bin Zaid Al Mahmoud, President

of the Global Organization of Parliamentarians

Against Corruption (GOPAC), in a virtual ceremony. 

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1012

The agreement is the result of bilateral discussions held with H.E. Ahmad Al Mahmoud earlier this month, in

Doha. His Excellency, in his capacity as the Speaker of the Shura Council, hosted the PAM delegation on

the occasion of the official PAM visit to the State of Qatar. Through this new partnership, PAM is looking

forward to benefiting from the vast knowledge and expertise of GOPAC in this field. In turn, the Assembly

aims at giving a new impetus to the issue of corruption in the workplan of its Standing Committees.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated in the virtual event entitled “New
Directions in the Eastern Mediterranean: Actors, Threats and Alliances,” organized by the George C.
Marshall European Centre for Security Studies, a partnership between the United States Department of
Defense and the German Federal Ministry of Defense.
The event gathered top experts from NATO, academia, think tanks, and civil society. The discussion

focused on the dynamics of the Eastern Mediterranean region, including geo-politics, alliances and

disputes, issues of sovereignty, exploitation of natural resources and energy security. In this occasion, PAM

was represented by Amb. Sergio Piazzi. 

PAM joins military and academic experts in discussion on
security of the Eastern Mediterranean

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1014
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PAM President, Hon. Gennaro Migliore, addressed the Prima-MED 2021 meeting in Ponza, a high-level

event dedicated to the exchange of best practices for sustainable development and environmental

protection in the Euro-Mediterranean region. In his remarks, Hon. Migliore underlined the importance of

parliamentarians, in the Mediterranean basin , overseeing the activities of governments and supporting the

adoption of concrete measures to foster climate action and sustainable development. The initiative

witnessed the presence of many participants, as well as over twenty contributions from Italian government

representatives, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Ecological Transition, the Municipality of Ponza, the

Italian Network for Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue (RIDE), the European Commission Representation in Italy,

the Mediterranean Perspectives (PM), the private sector, and civil society. 

PAM engages in regional discussions
on best practices for sustainable
development on the occasion of the
Ponza Prima-MED 2021

To read more: https://www.pam.int/default.asp?m=news&id=1018
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