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The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean

PAM AND THE UNITED NATIONS TO STRENGTHEN
COOPERATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION
The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean (PAM), H.E. Senator Fayez AlTarawneh (Jordan), and Secretary General, Amb.
Sergio Piazzi, met the United Nations Secretary
General, H.E. Ban Ki-moon in Amman (30.01.2012),

Amb. Sergio Piazzi, H.E. Ban Ki-moon, H.E. Dr. Fayez Al-Tarawneh

on the occasion of the 19th Bureau Meeting of the
Assembly. The United Nations and PAM have agreed
to follow-up this meeting with an exchange of letters,
whereby the Assembly will put at the disposal of the
UN System its parliamentary diplomacy and
confidence building instruments within the regional
context, for the benefit of a more coordinated strategy
in approaching the necessary actions to sustain the
democratic processes and the social and economic
development of the peoples in the area.

to as a model initiative. UN Secretary General Ban Kimoon also expressed his appreciation to PAM’s efforts
and support to the UN missions during the crisis in
Libya.
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean is
an Observer at the UN General Assembly, and since its
establishment has worked and collaborated closely with
a number of UN Departments, Agencies and
Programmes in the political, humanitarian, social,
economic and cultural sectors. This was the third
meeting between H.E. Ban Ki-moon and PAM MPs
and Secretary General.
“Parliamentarians themselves have a primary function
at the national and regional level since they can
influence, with determination, their governments’
actions and policies”, Mr Ban Ki-moon had said during
previous meetings. He had also praised PAM’s
outreach and offered his full personal support to its
initiatives, “which are aimed at creating the necessary
dialogue and promote the implementation of tangible
measures that can further lead to the establishment of
peaceful coexistence between populations”. //

During the meeting, the PAM President gave an
overview of the latest activities of the Assembly.
Topics discussed covered the Middle East, including
the Arab -Israeli exploratory talks, the situation in
Syria, as well as the Constitutional Reform Process in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the economic situation in
the region. The PAM - EBRD partnership was referred
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UN Middle East Special Coordinator and Jordanian Foreign
Affairs Minister meet PAM Bureau in Amman
The 19th Bureau Meeting of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean was held on 30 January
2012) in Amman, Jordan, at the invitation of the Jordanian Parliament, to discuss the Assembly’s 2012
work plan implementation, and other current issues of interest to the region, such as the democratic
transition in the Arab world.
The Bureau members, led by the
President, H.E. Senator Fayez AlTarawneh (Jordan)
also met H.E.
Ambassador Robert H. Serry, UN Special
Coordinator for the Middle East Process
and UN Secretary General Envoy to the
Quartet. Amb. Serry briefrd the PAM
Bureau about the latest developments in
the efforts and discussions aimed at
reaching a long lasting solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the way
ahead through the Quartet.
Another meeting was held with the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Hon.
Nasser Judeh, with whom issues
Amb. Sergio Piazzi, H.E. Nasser Judeh, H.E. Dr. Fayez Al-Tarawneh
concerning the region in general, and
Jordan’s role, were discussed.
This was the first Bureau meeting for President Al-Tarawneh, who was elected in October on the occasion
of the VI PAM Plenary Session in Palermo, Italy. PAM Vice-President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso (Italy) ,
shared the latest developments of the PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean
sectoral priorities such as Energy, Food Security, International Commercial Arbitration and Finance.
The Agenda of the Bureau also
included the preparations for the
PAM/UN/OCSE meeting on the
process of Constitutional Reform in
Bosnia Herzegovina which will be
hosted by the Parliament of Malta.
The Bureau discussrd also the Work
Plan of the PAM three Standing
Committees and Special Task
Forces. Hon. Conceicao Pereira
(Portugal), Rapporteur on future
initiatives in Education updated the
Bureau on her work, while the
Jordanian and Moroccan delegations
shared their thoughts on how PAM
can be more proactive on the issue
of unemployment and job creation
at the regional level. //
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PAM – UNIDO discuss future Cooperation Agreement
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and UNIDO discussed the establishment of a cooperation agreement between the two organizations, marking the consolidation of the collaboration developed
during the last months on a number of events dedicated to priority issues of common concern. The meetings were held at the UNIDO Vienna International Centre on 19 March, 2012.
PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi and UNIDO Director General, Mr Kandeh K. Yumkella, focused on PAM’s role in the Region through parliamentary diplomacy and delved into topics concerning the private sector, SMEs development, investment, employment, trade and energy.
Amb. Piazzi explained how PAM is focusing on
gathering, around the same table, parliamentarians
and representatives of the economic and financial
sector (primarily investments promotion agencies,
chambers of commerce, financial institutions, governmental bodies and agencies, business and consumers’ associations and international organizations), in order to assess and support measures
needed to contribute to economic processes, including through legislative action. PAM aims at supporting trade and investment of the region to stimulate trade in the Mediterranean area and support the establishment of a Free Mediterranean Trade Zone, sustain SME activities, facilitate investments and finance
and stimulate job creation. In this process UNIDO has played an important role and has also participated in
the 2nd operational meeting of the PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean in
May 2011 organized by PAM and the UN Trade and Productive Capacity Cluster, UNECE & UNCTAD.
On that occasion, Mr. Gerardo Patacconi, Chief Cluster and Business Linkages Unit, Business, Investment
and Technology Branch, UNIDO, had underlined these common priority areas and has been instrumental
in building and supporting cooperation initiatives between UNIDO and PAM.
With regards to the energy sector PAM has requested the support of UNIDO for its participation and involvement in the UN High Level Group on Sustainable Energy for All. PAM is involved in energy and environmental issues in the Mediterranean covering availability of adequate, consistent, reliable, environmentally friendly and sustainable energy systems, cooperation with MEDREG, the Association of Mediterranean regulators for Electricity and Gas, the re-launching of the Rome Euro-Mediterranean Energy Platform, Water management and conservation projects to improve fresh water supplies in the Mediterranean
in order to face major challenges of population growth, development strategies and climate change.
Bilateral meetings were also held with other high ranking UNIDO officials. Specific actions in the short
and long term for the benefit of the Mediterranean region were discussed.

PAM addresses Parliamentary Assembly of the
Union for the Mediterranean
Hon. Chaoui Belassal, member of the Moroccan delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), represented PAM at the 8th Plenary Session of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean (PA-UfM), held in Rabat
on 23-25 March 2012.
(Continued on page 6)
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PAM Delegation declares its support to concrete initiatives for the
Mediterranean region at the
9th Meeting of the 5+5 Dialogue Foreign Ministers
PAM Vice President, Senator Francesco Amoruso(Italy) and Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, participated at
the 9th Meeting of the 5+5 Dialogue Foreign Ministers, hosted by the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Giulio
Terzi, in Rome on 20 February 2012.
PAM has been invited to participate in its capacity as the leading Mediterranean regional organization of
parliamentary diplomacy, which is also entrusted with the parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 Dialogue, alongside
the European Commission, the Union for the Mediterranean, the Union for the Arab Maghreb and the Arab League.
With reference to the priority issues concerning the political dialogue, as well as the financial, social and cultural
cooperation in the region, Senator Amoruso underlined, also speaking on behalf of PAM President, Sen. Dr. Fayez
Tarawneh of Jordan, the role of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and its activities in these specific
areas. ‘UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, in a meeting held a few week ago in Amman, has invited PAM to
continue supporting the transition process in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia, with whom PAM kept an open channel of
communication and assistance throughout their most difficult weeks”, Sen. Amoruso said in his address to the 5+5
Dialogue Ministers of Foreign Affairs. The same commitment was equally dedicated by PAM to the Middle East
Peace Process and it has become a privileged forum where Israeli and Palestinian representatives met, even when
official negotiations were at a standstill. PAM committment to support to poverty eradication in the region was
appreciated by all partecipants.
During the Mediterranean Forum the same afternoon, PAM was represented by Secretary General, Amb. Piazzi, who
on behalf of the Parliaments of the countries present at the meeting, reiterated PAM’s support to initiatives aimed at
giving effective and concrete answers to the needs expressed by the Mediterranean peoples, particularly related to an
equitable and sustainable socio-economic development. “This year, PAM is dedicating most of its efforts
to economic growth in the region in order to enhance employment opportunities and to establish a more structured
framework to strengthen cooperation and tangible actions in the fields of governance, finance, free trade and
particularly support to SMEs and Job
Creation”, Amb. Piazzi said.
Amb. Piazzi also delivered a message on
behalf of PAM Honorary President,
Abdelwahed Radi, (Morocco), also President
of the IPU, where he underlined the need to
focus on
security, the control of the
proliferation of armaments in the region, and a
sustainable approach to socio-economic
development, which will guarantee peace and
stability in the Mediterranean.
The Secretary General also held a series of
bilateral meetings with the Foreign Affairs
Ministers of Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya,
the Spanish Undersecretary for Foreign
Affairs, as well as with the
European Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighborhood Policy and the Secretary General of the Union for the
Arab Maghreb. The role of PAM’s parliamentary diplomacy as a strategic factor in strengthening democracy and the
legislative processes, and other current and priority issues in the region were at the centre of these discussions.
Earlier in the day during the 5+5 Dialogue and the Mediterranean Forum the Foreign Ministers underlined the
complementarities between PAM and other Mediterranean fora, a principle which is the driving force in PAM’s
(Continued on page 5)
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endeavours, since it is fully aware that such cooperation can strengthen synergies between the actions of the
governments and the legislative role of National Parliaments on strategic issues, which now, more than ever need to
be addressed, and more importantly followed by concrete steps on promised actions. //

Ambassadors Annual Briefing - PAM key player in support of
new parliamentary institutions in Arab Spring countries
Ambassadors from the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Mediterranean member states and other
diplomatic representations accredited to Malta, were
hosted at the Headquarters of the Assembly in Malta,
on 12 January 2012, for the annual briefing on PAM
achievements and activities in 2011 and on the
forthcoming events of the current year.
PAM Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi,
accompanied by Hon. Jesmond Mugliett, Head of
the Maltese Parliamentary delegation to PAM,
conveyed a message by the new PAM President,
H.E. Senator Fayez Tarawneh, former Prime
Minister of Jordan. President Tarawneh expressed
his view that the democratic changes in some
countries in the South and the economic crisis
sweeping the entire Mediterranean region, North and
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 3)

In his intervention in the General Debate, on
behalf of the PAM President, H.E. Senator Dr.
Fayez Al-Tarawneh (Jordan), Hon. Belassal underlined that the participation of PAM to the
Plenary session represents a great opportunity to
strengthen the synergies of the initiatives of the
two Assemblies, aimed at responding to the
emerging challenges in the Mediterranean region.
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has played an important role during the
Arab Spring and had immediately mobilized
its dedicated network of parliamentarians to support those democratic aspirations expressed in
the South of the Mediterranean, in close collaboration with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the League of Arab States.

126th Assembly of the IPU in
Kampala
31 March—5 April 2012
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean
was represented by Hon. Riccardo Migliori (Italy),
during the general debate on the political, economic
and social situation in the world. Hon. Migliori
addressed the Assembly on how to reduce the
distances between Parliaments and the populations.
He also emphasized the commitment of the PAM to
further coordinate its initiatives with the IPU, in
particular on the occasion of the debate at the UN
General Assembly , in order to guarantee that efforts
meet in an effective way all the citizens and to
promptly and adequately respond to their aspirations,
through the promotion of democratic values and
peace.//

“PAM will continue to work with determination
in order to facilitate the constitutional and legislative reforms, under the leadership of PAM
President, elected at the sixth Plenary Session in
Palermo last October”, Hon. Belassal said.
In his intervention, the PAM parliamentarian
also referred to the setting up of an effective operational structure, the PAM Panel on External
Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean,
providing tailor made solutions to key sectoral
challenges in the Mediterranean region, particularly in the economic, social and environmental
areas. For 2012, the priority areas of PAM, endorsed at its last Plenary Session, are Employment, Energy, Food Security, Education and
Youth, Trade Facilitation, support to SMEs and
Finance.
Hon. Belassal concluded by expressing the Assembly’s wish to further develop the excellent
relations of cooperation with the UfM and its
Parliamentary dimension, with which the same
fundamental principles are shared, to strengthen
the decisive action for the good of the Mediterranean peoples in this crucial period. “We are
confident the Observer status between our Assemblies, will continue to develop and
strengthen our complementarity, also thanks to
the vision of the newly elected UfM-PA President, H.E. Martin Schultz”, Hon. Belassal said./
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PAM committed to develop further its structured strategic
partnership with the NATO Parliamentary Assembly
The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), H.E. Dr. Fayez Al Tarawneh
(Jordan) addressed the opening session of the Joint 79th Rose-Roth and Special Mediterranean Group
Seminar - Political and Economic transition in the Maghreb, Machrek and Persian Gulf Countries,
held in Marseilles, France, between 11-13 April 2012. PAM was represented at the Seminar by President
Al Tarawneh and Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi.
In his intervention, President Tarawneh stressed how PAM is committed and fully mobilized to promote in
the Mediterranean the shared values of individual liberty, democracy, human rights and the rule of law, as
reiterated by NATO at the Lisbon Summit in November 2010.
The PAM President also referred to the cooperation between the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and
PAM, stating that the latter also regards itself as a complementary tool to traditional diplomacy. This collaboration has allowed to strengthen PAM’s actions and to establish vital bridges to overcome obstacles to
dialogue and freedom in the MENA region.
“Please be ensured that PAM is fully committed
to develop further its structured strategic partnership with the NATO PA and parliamentarians
that we perceive as key partners in our mission to
promote and achieve stability and security in the
Mediterranean”, PAM President added.
With reference to the latest developments in the
Middle East, Dr. Tarawneh said that PAM was
among the regional organizations participating at
the Syria Humanitarian Forum held in Geneva on
8 March 2012, under the auspices of the United
Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC).
PAM reiterated its full readiness to support the
implementation of the humanitarian efforts and
political dialogue in Syria. To this effect PAM
Secretary General is in contact with Kofi Anna,
the Joint Special Envoy of the UN-LAS on the
Syrian crisis, the President of the Parliament of
Lebanon and that of Syria, as well as the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation,
to facilitate dialogue.
“The Mediterranean is going through a crucial
period and the discussion in Marseilles can certainly help to make important steps forward”, Dr.
Tarawneh concluded.
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South, impose more cooperation and common efforts to face these challenging times. Dr. Piazzi continued by
reviewing the most strategic activities carried out by PAM, and explained the role the Assembly played, at the
regional and international level, in particular in assisting those member states which went through such dramatic
changes, and the process aimed at strengthening their democratic institutions. PAM’s role was particularly crucial in
assisting and facilitating political missions and humanitarian aid to the Libyan people, especially that of the UN
system. PAM was also among the first parliamentary delegations to meet with the new Tunisian authorities,
including the President, to assist in the process of the constitutional reform for the country.
The PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, which was launched in Lisbon and
became fully operational in Geneva 2011, during the last twelve months went through a phase of further
consolidation, with meetings focusing on specific topics, such as the financial and economic situation in the
Mediterranean and energy related issues.
The Secretary General also gave a general outline of the programme that PAM has prepared for the 2012
Calendar. Preparations for the PAM-UN-OCSE Meeting on the Constitutional reform process in Bosnia
Herzegovina, are well underway, and it will be hosted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives of
Malta in mid February this year. Dr Piazzi also revealed that the next PAM Bureau Meeting to be held in
Amman, Jordan, at the end of January will include important consultations with the Foreign Minister of
Jordan and the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, both assisting and the Israeli and
Palestinian parties.
In his concluding remarks, Dr. Piazzi thanked all the diplomats present, and invited them to continue to
support PAM’s mission and vision, and to be the key intermediaries and the link between parliamentary and
traditional diplomacy, in order to consolidate the synergies required between all stakeholders, to achieve
further successes for the benefit of peace and stability in the region and globally.//
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