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The Middle East continues to be one of the primary con-

cerns on the agenda of PAM. The ongoing developments, 

including the latest dramatic events, underline the impor-

tance of PAM’s role as a regional inter-parliamentary insti-

tution, which feels particularly committed to finding, 

through the active participation of its member states, a fi-

nal and lasting solution. 

A case in point was the Meeting in Support of Israeli-

Palestinian Peace held in Malta on 12-13 February 2010. 

“Unbound by the constraints of intergovernmental diplomacy, 

the Meeting, has managed to produce a number of fresh ideas”. 

This was how the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-

nean (PAM) and the United Nations, co-organisers of the inter-

national event, have described the outcome of the two day de-

bate. 

The purpose of the Meeting was to provide a forum for the 

exchange of views on the current state of the peace process and 

encourage a constructive dialogue among the stakeholders on 

how to create a political climate conducive to the resumption of 

the peace negotiations on permanent status issues. Modalities 

for bridging gaps and building trust between the parties; inter-

national approaches to promoting a comprehensive, just and 

lasting solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; and the role 

of parliamentarians and inter-parliamentary organizations in 

supporting Israeli-Palestinian peace and stability in the region, 
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were also looked into. 

The meeting was attended by a number of Member delega-

tions of PAM, parliamentarians from other national and re-

gional assemblies, government officials, experts including 

Israeli and Palestinians, UN Member States and Observers, 

intergovernmental and civil society organisations. In all there 

were 35 countries, 13 Inter-Governmental Organisations, 14 

Civil Society Organisations and Academic Institutions, total-

ling to around 200 participants. 

Among others, the opening session was addressed by Hon. 

Louis Galea, Speaker of the House of Representatives of 

Malta, Hon. Dr. Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 

Affairs Minister of Malta, Hon. Rudy Salles (France), PAM 

President, Hon. Ahmed Fathi Sorour, President of the Egyp-

tian People‟s Assembly and H.E. Cemil Cicek, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of State of Turkey. A special message to 

the meeting by the United Nations Secretary-General H.E. 

Ban Ki-moon, was read by Mr Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, As-

sistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, as Representa-

tive of the United Nations Secretary-General. 

 

The contributions focused on the permanent status issues, 

namely the borders, Jerusalem, settlements, refugees and wa-

ter. Many speakers highlighted the importance of security for 

both Israelis and Palestinians, as an additional 

permanent status issue to be addressed. 

Mr. Sa’eb Erakat – Representative of President Abbas and Head of the Nego-

tiations Affairs Department, Palestine Liberation Organization  
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“Peace is not an option”  

 PAM President Rudy Salles  
 

In his address to the Meeting in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace,  Hon. Salles gave a 

general overview of PAM‟s initiatives related to the Middle East, among which the 
hi-level Bureau mission in the region held in May 2009. The PAM President also 

underlined the importance of the work carried out by the Ad Hoc Committee on the 

Middle East, chaired by Hon. George Vella (Malta) and added that the outcome of 

the debates within the Committee was followed up in other international fora and in 

discussions with the United Nations and the U.S. Administration. 

Referring to the specific topic of the meeting, Hon. Salles said that his message to 

the Israeli and Palestinian leaders is that peace is not an option, but a must. Parlia-

mentary diplomacy will do its utmost so that all parties remain committed to the 

peace process, which is crucial not only to the region concerned, but for the entire 

world. PAM, he said, will continue to offer its good offices to whoever comes for-

ward, like in the case of this meeting, following the request by the UN Secretary-

General. „We are determined to make good use of our Observer Status at the Gen-

eral Assembly of the United Nations, so that we can follow closer the developments 

in the negotiations, and we will not hesitate to undertake all the necessary parliamentary initiatives to support the 

process, which we sincerely hope will lead to a long lasting peace.  

 1. 

2. 

3. 

1. H.E. Douglas Kmiec, American Ambassador 

to Malta addressing the conference. 

2. Mr. Yossi Beilin - President, Beilink 

(Business Foreign Affairs), Former Member 

of the Knesset  

3. H.E. Mr. Riyad Mansour - Permanent Ob-

server of Palestine to the United Nations (New 

York) 

Note: The Meeting Conclusions of the Organisers and a summary of the proceedings compiled by the United Nations De-

partment of Public Information are available through the following link: 

http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/PAM%20UN%201_2_3_4_E%20%2014022010.pdf 

http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/PAM%20UN%201_2_3_4_E%20%2014022010.pdf
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The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

has formally set-up its own working initiative for 

the regional development of trade and investments. 

The PAM Panel was launched on the occasion of a 

two day meeting in Lisbon (27-28 May, 2010), 

hosted by the Portuguese Parliament and co-

organised together with the Portuguese Business 

Development Agency (AICEP). 

 

PAM is already actively committed to the eco-

nomic dimension of parliamentary diplomacy in 

the Mediterranean within the framework of the 2nd 

Standing Committee, which deals with economic, 

social and environmental cooperation. A Special 

Task Force on Free Trade in the Mediterranean 

was set-up in 2008, paving the way for further dis-

cussions on the sector and leading to the initiative 

launched in Portugal.  

 

More than 50 delegates from PAM member states‟ 

national Parliaments, national Trade and Invest-

ment Agencies, Employers and Employees Asso-

ciations, Banks and Financial institutions, and 

Chambers of Commerce, participated in the de-

bate, following which, the Panel was established. 

It was further unanimously agreed to set up an ac-

tion group consisting of representatives of all eco-

nomic actors in the region, which will prepare a 

structured plan, serving as a platform for the 

Panel‟s future initiatives. 

Among other suggestions, particular attention was 

dedicated to the practical proposal put forward by 

Charles Henry Malécot of the “Caisse des Dépôts 

et Consignations” of France. He made reference to 

the Milhaud Commission set up at the behest of 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy, with a view to 

studying the feasibility of creating an investment 

bank for the development of the Mediterranean 

region.  

 

Mr. Malécot made reference to the Commission‟s 

proposal to support the establishment of a Mediter-

ranean Investment Bank (MIB) as a subsidiary to 

the European Investment Bank, with countries 

from the Mediterranean participating themselves 

in part financing the Bank.  In the discussion that 

ensued it was agreed that such an institution could 

make access to funding much easier and that such 

an idea should be further pursued and studied. It 

was also underlined that a cohesive approach is 

required and that the financial aspect of the Panel 

and the MIB should be matched by an equally 

strong social element, especially with regards to 

the Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises, whose 

role in the social texture of all countries represents 

a crucial value to the holistic approach to develop-

ment.  

 

PAM has an important role to play, and as its Vice

-President Hon. Abdelkader Fedala (Algeria) said, 

“PAM considers itself as a catalyst for investment 

in the Mediterranean region. It wishes to work 

alongside other interested organisations, academia 

and the private sector, therefore emphasising its 

role as a driving force for dialogue, as well as as-

sisting national parliaments”. It was further de-

cided to study the best possible way for PAM Par-

liamentarians to support and promote the estab-

lishment of a Mediterranean Investment Bank, 

with the advice of M. Malecot. A course of action 

will be decided at the PAM Plenary Session to be 

held at the end of October in Morocco. 

 

PAM also welcomed the initiative of the Chamber 

of Commerce of the city of Savona, Italy, to 

launch a regional project for the International 

Exhibition of Mediterranean Food and Fla-

vours (IMEFF), which represents an excellent 

practical example of an action, which can be held 

under the aegis of PAM and its newly created 

Panel.  

 

“PAM is an ideal forum for the promotion of this 

International Exhibition, especially among na-

tional parliaments”, Mr. Giancarlo Grasso, Presi-

dent of the Savona Chamber said.  

PAM launches the Panel for External Trade  
and Investments in the Mediterranean 

- PAM,  a catalyst for investment in the Mediterranean region - 
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At the end of the International Roundta-

ble of Parliamentarians on Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Climate Change Adapta-

tion on 24 November 2009, the partici-

pating MPs unanimously adopted “The 

Malta Declaration of the Commitment 

by Parliamentarians to COP 15 and 

Beyond”. Parliamentarians from across 

the agreed upon a common position that 

was presented at the  UN Climate Con-

ference, COP15, in Copenhagen held in 

December 2009.  

The meeting was organized by the United 

Nations International Strategy for Disas-

ter Reduction (UNISDR), as well as the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediter-

ranean (PAM) and the Government of 

Malta. Participants included members of 

parliaments from as far as Algeria, Ar-

gentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, France, 

Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Malta, Na-

mibia, Senegal, Uganda and Turkey, in 

representation of regional parliamentary 

assemblies from Asia, Latin America, 

Africa, Europe and the Mediterranean. 

The gathering represented a critical step 

in a process started by the UN in every 

region in the adoption of this common 

position in order to relay a strong mes-

sage to the Parties to the COP15. 

The UN circulated “The Malta Declara-

tion” to all Heads of States and Govern-

ments ahead of the Copenhagen meeting, 

and the message was also conveyed to 

the COP15 participants by the UN Secre-

tary General. Additionally, the partici-

pants requested the personal support in 

Copenhagen of the Prime Minister of 

Malta, H.E. Lawrence Gonzi. 

Furthermore, and also at the request of 

the participants, the PAM delegation to 

COP15 highlighted the concerns and 

hopes of the parliamentarians who 

drafted and adopted the document. 

The declaration reflects how parliamen-

UNISDR-PAM parliamentarians meeting ends with 

“Malta Declaration” to COP15 
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PAM GRANTED  

OBSERVER STATUS BY THE  

U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

 

The United Nations General Assembly granted 
Observer Status to the Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the Mediterranean in December 2009.  
 

PAM President Hon. Rudy Salles (France) on receiving 

the news, described this decision as a further recognition 

of the unique role PAM has in Mediterranean affairs, as 

well as at the international level. “This is exactly in line 

with our commitment to participate and address the Cli-

mate Change COP15 Conference in Copenhagen where 

we also presented the “The Malta Declaration of the 

Commitment by Parlia-

mentarians to COP 15 and 

Beyond”, commented Hon 

Salles.  

The process, which started 

a few months ago was 

spearheaded by the Perma-

nent Mission of Malta to 

the United Nations in New 

York and together with the 

Delegations of France and Libya, played an important 

role in the negotiations and consultations with other UN 

Member States on the draft resolution which was first 

adopted by the Sixth Committee (Legal Affairs). By this 

decision, PAM has been granted the right to occupy a 

seat in the General Assembly Hall, intervene in impor-

tant debates, and participate in the formal consultation 

processes. 

In January 2009 the agreement between Malta and the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) on 

the juridical status of the Assembly was also presented to 

the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs by H.E. Mr. 

Saviour F. Borg, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-

tentiary and Permanent Representative of Malta to the 

United Nations, and by Dr. Sergio Piazzi, Secretary Gen-

eral of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. 

The Headquarters Agreement and the Instruments were 

also deposited.  

tarians can unite across borders and cultures. The 

most important result is that in Copenhagen, par-

liamentarians went with one voice, which is the 

“voice of the peoples they represent, their aspira-

tions, their views and their knowledge,” as Hon. 

Suleiman Ghneimat of Jordan, Vice President of 

PAM, said at the conclusion of the conference. 

Both UNISDR and PAM sincerely believe that 

parliamentarians must continue to be the driving 

force behind their governments, as well as, 

through their contacts with their constituencies, 

build awareness and ensure immediate action by 

all actors of society. “That is why this final decla-

ration proactively invites governments to demon-

strate the utmost political will to guarantee a posi-

tive outcome at the COP15,” stated PAM‟s Secre-

tary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi. 

As far as disaster-related issues and climate 

change adaptation were concerned, Ms. Margareta 

Wahlström, Special Representative of the UN Sec-

retary General for Disaster Risk Reduction, said 

that, “parliamentarians should use all available 

instruments of their legislative bodies to ensure 

that measures are integrated in national planning 

and budget processing. Investment is crucial in 

these areas for better risk management and preven-

tion as well as adaptation to climate change.” 

The participants at the Malta conference of parlia-

mentarians stressed that the private sector, civil 

society and other relevant stakeholders, should use 

their influence to see that all COP 15 decisions are 

implemented. Over and above, a particular refer-

ence was made to the private sector, calling on it 

to play its part by setting aside no less than 10% of 

corporate social responsibility funding for the spe-

cific use for disaster risk management and climate 

change adaptation programmes and projects. 

Finally, the participants resolved to  to follow-up 

both on the results of COP15 as well as to coordi-

nate action at the regional and national levels in 

the implementation of decisions and to discuss 

how their action can be most effective with their 

governments also in view of the COP 16. 

Picutres:  

Top: Ms. Margareta Wahlström, Special Representative of the 

UN Secretary General for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

Centre: Amb. Nora Schimming-Chase (Namibia),  Hon. Louis 
Galea, Speaker of the Maltese Parliament and Hon. Suleiman 

Gneimat (Jordan). 

Bottom: Group photo of participants to the  International 
Roundtable of Parliamentarians on Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Climate Change Adaptation. 

65th Session of the UN  

General Assembly 
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PAM INAUGURATES UNITED NATIONS  

OBSERVER STATUS CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
New York - 2 March, 2010 

 

Hon. Askin Asan, Head of the Turkish delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean (PAM), has paved the way for PAM’s role at the United Nations, 
since the former was granted the Observer Status to the UN General Assembly in 
December 2009.  

The Turkish parliamentarian represented PAM at the 54th Session of the UN Com-
mission on the Status of Women, and at the IPU-UN parliamentary event entitled 

“The role of parliaments in enforcing gender equality and women‟s rights, 15 years 

after Beijing”. Ms. Asan is the Rapporteur for the PAM Special Task Force on Gender and Equality Issues.  

“It is a great honor for me to be PAM‟s first official delegate to participate at a UN event. It also invests me with a 

sense of deep responsibility both towards my country and the citizens of the Mediterranean region as a whole. This 

is what PAM stands for”. Hon. Asan commented.  

The Observer Status at the UNGA represents for PAM a further opportunity to keep the international community 

focused also on the regional dimension of the wider geopolitical strategies of world parliamentary diplomacy. This is 

required in order to step up the process for the achievement of a world order for the benefit of all stakeholders which 
has to start at a local and regional level.  

PAM  - A platform representing all sides of Parliament 
Cyprus  -  10-12 June, 2010 

Hon. Rudy Salles (France), President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has participated to the 

European Conference of Presidents of Parliaments of the Council of Europe member states. The event was jointly 

organised by the House of Representatives of Cyprus and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

(PACE), on 10-12 June, in Limassol. In his intervention at the Conference, PAM President Hon. Salles, underlined 
the structures of the Assembly, whereby all National delegations are expected, by statute, to include a fair represen-

tation of the opposition and to allow room for minorities‟ opinions to be voiced. This philosophy, Hon Salles added, 

is applied to all the institutional levels of PAM, from the Bureau through to the Standing Committees, the Special 

Task Forces and other Working Groups.  

 

“This unique approach allows us to defend the rights of the opposition members, giving them the opportunity to ex-

press themselves beyond national boundaries”, Hon. Salles said. The PAM President concluded his address, by stat-
ing that this is an important requirement for an Assembly that intends to represent the Mediterranean people in their 

rich diversity and to construct for their benefit a stable, peaceful and prosperous Mediterranean. 

In the conclusions of the meeting a number of recommendations were put forward, among which two clearly reflect 

the working model of PAM, namely the adoption of a pluralist composition of National delegations to inter-

parliamentary bodies and secondly the encouragement towards participation in these international fora, as a way to 

increase knowledge, exchange of information and good practices. 

 

Concurrently, PAM Secretary General, Dr Sergio Piazzi, participated, on the invitation of PACE and the Cypriot 

Parliament, to the meeting of the Secretaries General, who discussed the action plan for the European Centre for Par-

liamentary Research and Documentation (EPRD) and the priorities for its functionality. 

The Cyprus Conference focused on two main issues: The Rights and Responsibilities of the Opposition in Parlia-

ment and the National Parliaments and International Human Rights Law: Implementation of the Principles of non 

discrimination.  

 

Link to the Conference conclusions: 

http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/NewsManager/EMB_NewsManagerView.asp?ID=5663&L=2 
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PAM REPRESENTATED AT 

THE IPU ASSEMBLY IN 

BANGKOK 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Angela Napoli (Italy) ad-
dressed, on behalf of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the Mediter-
ranean, delegates attending the 122 
Assembly of the IPU held in Bang-
kok between 28 March and 1 April 

2010.   

  (                 page 1) 

Malta Meeting on Israeli-Palestinian peace  

Throughout the two day debate the role of parliaments and inter-parliamentary organisations in 

supporting and advancing Israeli-Palestinian peace and stability in the region were widely put 

into focus. It was also recommended to strengthen parliamentarians‟ role in contributing towards 

a solution to the question of Palestine. The stability of the area affects the whole of the Mediter-

ranean region and the repercussions of the current status quo are felt throughout the world.  

The Ambassador from the United States of America in Malta has, himself, underpinned this sub-

ject during the interventions by the representatives of the Quartet Member States. 

The Chairman of the PAM Ad hoc Committee on the Middle East, Hon. George Vella (Malta) 

referred to the initiatives undertaken by various international parliamentary fora, including PAM. 

He said these institutions have provided ample opportunities for both sides to engage in a fruitful 

dialogue.  

PAM Parliamentarians – Mediators for cultural  
dialogue in the Mediterranean  
 

Parliamentarians from PAM member states participated in the Colloquy on “Culture at the 

Heart of Mediterranean Relations” held in Nice, France, on 28 April 2010. The event was co-

organised by the French Institute for International and Strategic relations (IRIS) and PAM.  

Opening the proceedings, PAM President, Hon. Rudy Salles (France) stressed the role of the 

Mediterranean as a bridge between Africa, Asia and Europe, as well as the importance of 

preserving the cultural heritage and diversity of the Mediterranean as an essential contribu-

tion for the future of the region.  

The Director of IRIS, Pascal Boniface, congratulated PAM for spearheading a re-newed pan Mediterranean dialogue, 

which is essential to deal with the challenges facing modern globalised cultural awareness, where despite the increased 

available knowledge, the many competing interests of diversity were actually a source of division. “In the absence of cul-

tural dialogue societies would be increasingly dehumanized and both North and South needed to look self-critically at their 

actions if they truly intend to bring about peaceful cohabitation of peoples” added Former Algerian Minister for Higher 

Education, Mustapha Cherif.  

For Renaud Doonedieu de Vabres, former French Minister for Cultural Affairs, peace has to be based on respect and cele-

bration of diversity and pride of identity, in order to avoid building up a wall of hatred. “This has to be countered at the 

local level and furthermore the Mediterranean should be exploited as a symbol of unity”, he added.  

The role of politics and religiosity in Eastern and Southern Mediterranean was raised. Mrs Sophie Bessis, General Secre-

tary of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) commented that elites and politics alike need to urgently 

reflect on the role of religion. It emerged that while countries to the North should not be patronising, Southern Mediterra-

nean countries also had to be open to change through greater transparency and good governance. PAM Secretary General, 

Dr Sergio Piazzi, delved into the important strategic vision of the organisation and its unique role as a mediator in promot-

ing dialogue throughout the region. “PAM encompasses the unique and distinct cultural milieu of the Mediterranean and 

member parliamentarians are well aware of their distinctive valued cultural backgrounds which find in PAM the most de-

mocratic, tolerant and transparent platform for open debates and discussions‟. Dr Piazzi said.  

In the closing session Prof. Esther Benbassa from the Institut de recherche sur les civilisations de l‟Occident moderne 

(IRCOM) of the Paris-Sorbonne University (Paris IV), argued that in order to embark upon genuine dialogue, one needed 

to reconcile past conflicts, and overcome the indifference generated by the 

media towards social injustice and the widening of the poverty gap.  

On 29-30 April delegates from PAM member national parliaments, under 

the guidance of PAM president, Hon. Rudy Salles, and at the invitation of 

the French Parliament, met in Nice, within the framework of the 1st and 

2nd Standing Committees, which deal with Political and Security related 

Cooperation and Economic, Social and Environmental Cooperation respec-

tively. Organised Crime, Terrorism, the Middle East, Environment and Cli-

mate Change, Water and Energy will be the topics on the agenda of the 

meeting organised as part of the annual calendar of events of the Parlia-

mentary Assembly of the Mediterranean.  
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PAM  Vth PLENARY SESSION  
RABAT, MOROCCO      28 - 30 OCTOBER, 2010 

Palazzo Spinola, St. Julians Malta   -   www.apm.org.mt   -   info@apm.org.mt   -   Tel: (356) 2248 4218 

The Vth Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean will be held in Rabat, Mo-

rocco on 28-30 October 2010 on the invitation of the Moroccan Parliament. As part of the preparations 

for the event, PAM President Hon. Rudy Salles, paid recently a courtesy visit on the President of the 

Chamber of Representatives, Hon. Mohamed Abdelwahid Radi (former PAM President) and the Presi-

dent of the Chamber of Councillors, Hon. Mohamed Cheikh Biadillah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the  meetings  the role of Morocco in PAM was highlighted in connection with the dialogue be-

tween the parliaments of the region on issues concerning security, cooperation and stability. Hon. Bialid-

dah emphasized PAM‟s role in further bringing together the two shores of the Mediterranean. He ex-

pressed his full support to PAM‟s activities in promoting the values of tolerance  and cohabitation among 

civilitations, in order to face the current identity crisis which is in itself a source of concern, among which 

the issue of terrorism. 

 

2006: Amman, Jordan  
2007: Valletta, Malta  

2008: Montecarlo, Monaco  
2009: Istanbul, Turkey  

Rabat 04.06.2010 —  Hon. M. Abdelwahed Radi and 

Hon. Rudy Salles  

Rabat 05.06.2010 — Hon. Mohamed Cheikh Biadillah 
(right)  with PAM President, Hon. Rudy Salles (centre), 

and PAM Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi 


