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No. 9 —  June 2012     

  Parliamentary assembly 

  of  the Mediterranean   
news 

 The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean 

The Grand National Assembly of the Republic of 

Turkey hosted the 20th Bureau Meeting and the 

three Standing Committee’s Special Task Forces 

of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean (PAM). The event was held in 

Ankara on 29-30 April, 2012 with over 100 

participants from Parliamentary delegations, 

representatives of several international and 

regional organizations, and diplomatic missions. 

Due to the nomination of H.E. Fayez Al-

Tarawneh, the PAM President, to the post of Prime 

Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the 

meeting was chaired by H.E. Abdelwahad Radi 

(Morocco), IPU President and Honorary President 

of PAM.  

H.E. Cemil Çiçek, the Speaker of the Grand 

National Assembly of the Republic of Turkey 

opened the conference highlighting the current 

challenges facing the region and underlining the 

role of PAM in addressing them.  

Substantive debates were enriched by high-profile 

speakers, including H.E. Cevdet Yılmaz, Minister 

of Development of the Republic of Turkey; H.E. 

Mehmet Şimşek, Minister of Finance of the 
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Republic of Turkey; Hon. Tevfik Ziyaeddin Akbulut, Head of Delegation to PAM and President of the 

PAM 3rd Standing Committee; H.E. Mohamed El-Fateh El-Naserey, Head of the League of Arab States 

Mission to Turkey; Mr. Abdul Haq Amiri, Head of Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa, 

UN OCHA; Mr. Murat Yalçintas, President of the Association of the Mediterranean Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (ASCAME); Prof. Adriana Luciano, Head of Department of Social Sciences, 

University of Turin (Italy), and Dr. Etienne Ruellan, Co-ordınator of Mistrals. 

 

The Standing Committees reviewed the draft Reports and Resolutions on the themes that the PAM 6th 

Plenary Session in Palermo, Italy (October 2011), had entrusted to the Special Task Forces and 

Rapporteurs. These documents, approved in Ankara, will be submitted for final adoption at the 7th PAM 

Plenary Session, to be held in Malta on 11-13 October 2012. 

 

Under the chair of Hon. Abdelwahad Radi (Morocco), the First Standing Committee on Political 

Cooperation and Security discussed the reports on “Middle East Peace Process and Events in the Arab 

World” and “Eco-Mafias and Their Impact on the Mediteranean”. These reports were drafted by Hon. 

George Vella (Malta) and Hon. Angela Napoli (Italy) respectively.  

 

The Second Standing Committee on Economic, Social and Environmental Cooperation and Development, 

chaired by Sen. Gilbert Roger (France), discussed the reports dedicated to the environment entitled “The 

Mediterranean Environment in Jeopardy : A Call for Urgent Action” and the economy, “Activities of the 

PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Medditeranean” drafted by Hon. Nikolaos 

Nikolopoulos (Greece), and Hon. Mohammad Zureiqat (Jordan) respectively. In the Panel report particular 

attention was given to the themes of Energy, Finance and Investments, and Food Security, thanks to 

specific research provided by Hon Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco), Hon. Camılle de Rocca Serra (France), and 

Hon. Lhachmi Smouni (Morocco). 

 

Hon. Tevfik Ziyaeddin Akbulut (Turkey) chaired the Third Standing Committee on Dialogue among 

Cultures and Civilizations & Human Rights. The debate started with a policy adress by the Chairman, who 

drew the attention to the growing dangers of intolerance, discrimination and racism, and underlined the 

importance of the dialogue between different cultures and civilizations. The Third Committee then 

discussed and approved the draft Reports and Resolutions on “Job Creation and Unemployment in the 

Mediterranean” and “Education” that were prepared by Hon. Vural Kavuncu (Turkey), and Hon. Maria 

Conceiçao Pereira (Portugal). 

 

In concluding the meeting, the Secretary 

General of PAM, Dr. Sergio Piazzi, 

introduced the vision of the Bureau for the 

new PAM five year strategy plan (2013-

2018), which will look at increasing the 

effectiveness of the Assembly’s activities 

through a wider and more visible presence 

on the ground and a strategic calendar of 

high-level thematic debates, with the 

participation of key international and 

regional partners, on those issues requiring 

the short term and long term attention of the 

Assembly. The aim of the new strategy is to 

render PAM the Centre of Excellency of 

parliamentary diplomacy in the 

Mediterranean.// 

(Continued from page 1) 
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PAM PRESIDENT NOMITED PRIME MINISTER 

OF THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
 

On 26 April, His Majesty King Abdullah II appointed Senator Dr. 

Fayez Al-Tarawneh, Prime Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan.  

In his outstanding career, PAM President Al-Tarawneh has served, 

inter-alia, as Prime Minister of Jordan (1998-1999), Ambassador to 

the USA, Chief negotiator for the peace process, Head of the Royal 

Court and Vice-Chairman of the Council of Representatives. 

Prime Minister Al-Tarawneh has dedicated his political career to 

social justice, freedom, democracy and respect for the rule of law. 

He is also in favour of political reform through the revision of some 

constitutional articles and the formulation of a modern elections law 

that meets and fulfills all community groups’ aspirations. From an 

economic point of view he focuses on the fight against 

unemployment, through the creation of job opportunities for the 

youth and debt reduction, as well as the encouragement of investment, and the development of the tourism 

sector.  

The Bureau, the parliamentarians of the National Delegations of the PAM member states and the 

Secretariat congratulated H.E. Al-Tarawneh on his appointment as Head of Government of Jordan.  

“We are confident that under his leadership Jordan will strive to implement the necessary actions to 

strengthen democratic values aimed at fulfilling the aspirations of all Jordanians, especially those of the 

young generation. Furthermore his commitment to the priority issues of the Mediterranean region will 

continue to receive his full support within our Parliamentary Assembly”, PAM Secretary General, Amb. 

Sergio Piazzi said. // 

PAM invited to step up coordination with UN Secretariat by UN 

Secretary General H.E. Ban Ki-moon  
 

The United Nations Secretary General, H.E. Ban Ki-moon has encouraged the Parliamentary Assembly of 

the Mediterranean to “continue to coordinate closely with the United Nations Secretariat” to strengthen 

cooperation and synergies between the two sides. He also recognized the very important role the Assembly 

plays in the region and expressed his appreciation for the PAM offer to put its parliamentary network at the 

disposal of the United Nations.  

 

In a letter addressed to PAM President and Prime Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Dr. Fayez 

Al-Tarawneh, following a bilateral meeting held in Amman in January 2012, Ban Ki-moon also underlined 

that one of his key priorities for the second term in Office is the support to countries in transition, and to 

this end cooperation with regional organizations, such as PAM, is fundamental. 

 

Since the setting up of the Secretariat of the Assembly, PAM has regularly cooperated on various issues 

and occasions with different UN Agencies, and this close relationship has been consolidated with the 

granting to PAM of the Observer Status to the UN General Assembly way back in 2009. 
(Continued on page 4) 
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PAM has already collaborated with the UN System, inter alia, on issues concerning the environment, the 

Middle East, the Arab Spring, trade and economy. In the last few months discussions were under way for 

the organization in November 2012, in conjunction with the United Nations Department of Political Affairs 

and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), of the Conference on the 

Constitutional Process in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Conference will be hosted by the Italian 

Parliament.   

The credit for this further confirmation of the excellent 

relations between the United Nations and the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean goes directly to each and 

every single National Parliament of the PAM member states 

and the parliamentary delegations.  The decision to set up 

PAM, as an autonomous inter-state organization, specifically 

dedicated to the regional dimension within the wider global 

context, is bearing its fruits.  

 

“The Secretariat will continue to dedicate all its energy, efforts 

and vision, under the guidance of the Assembly and of the 

Bureau, to support and achieve the aspirations of the peoples 

of the region, for peace, stability and security”, PAM 

Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi said. // 

(Continued from page 3) 
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PAM grants Italian Nunziatella Military Academy  

historical and cultural heritage status  
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has bestowed the NUNZIATELLA Military Academy 

of Naples, Italy, with the status of “Historical and Cultural Heritage of the States of the Mediterranean”.  

This high level recognition has been conferred for the important role the Academy has played, during the 

last 300 years, in the training sector, providing an academic, social and economic stimulus to the 

development of Italy and of the 

countries of the Mediterranean.   

 

A commemorative plaque and a 

certificate were presented to the 

Italian Minister of Defense, Adm. 

Giampaolo Di Paola, by Senator 

Francesco Maria Amoruso, PAM 

Vice President and Secretary to the 

Foreign Affairs Committee of the 

Italian Senate. Present at the 

ceremony were a delegation of 

Italian parliamentarians, civil and 

military authorities, and a group of 

Nunziatella Ex-Alumni, as well as 

PAM Secretary General, Amb. 

Sergio Piazzi. Earlier in the day the 

Nunziatella Ex-Alumni Association, laid a commemorative wreath at the Altare della Patria Monument in 

Piazza Venezia. 

 

“Stability, security and peace in the Mediterranean, in the light of the events triggered by the Arab Spring 

and the financial crisis on the continent, underline one of the founding principles of the Conference on 

Security and Cooperation in the Mediterranean, now transformed in PAM, that there could be no peace in 

Europe without peace in the Mediterranean. On this, the Parliamentarians of the PAM member states must 

reflect and act”, Sen. Amoruso said. 
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DIHAD 2012 -  
Youth: the most strategic actors 

in the Mediterranean region – 

Hon. Rhozali, Moroccan PAM 

parliamentarian 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-

nean participated at the Ninth Dubai Interna-

tional Humanitarian Aid & Development Con-

ference & Exhibition – DIHAD, in Dubai (1-3 

April, 2012). The theme for the DIHAD 2012 

Conference was The Role and Importance of 

Youth in Humanitarian Assistance and Devel-

opment, which was adopted by the DIHAD 

Board of Directors last year at the suggestion of 

PAM Secretary General. 

 

PAM was represented by Hon. Najima Thay 

Thay Rhozali, former Member of Parliament 

and Secretary of State for Education and 

Youth, Morocco, and PAM Secretary General, 

Amb. Sergio Piazzi. 

 

The role of youth within society, their present 

and long term aspirations were at the centre of 

Hon. Najima Thay Thay 

Rhozali’s intervention during 

the Conference 3rd Session – 

Youth, a large percentage of 

our constituencies; are we 

doing enough for them?, 

which was chaired by PAM 

Secretary General, Dr. Piazzi. 

This session also included 

contributions by Hon. Petra 

Bayr (Austria) and Hon. Ab-

dulrahman A. Al Swailem 

(Saudi Arabia). 

 

Hon. Rhozali recalled that 

the youth in the region are considered as the 

most strategic actors and have been key in the 

transformation process, and therefore a vehicle 

for change in the political landscape. “Now we 

have to realize that we, as parliamentarians, 

need to seriously listen to their needs and set 

them high on our agenda. Fulfilling the needs 

of today’s youth will result in tomorrow’s de-

velopment”, Hon. Rhozali added.  

 

Youth must be enabled to bring down barriers and 

provide them with the tools needed to flourish and 

for this to take place, “we should give them owner-

ship, and this is why the way ahead is to listen to 

their needs, recognizing them as key players for 

change and development at the local and global 

level”. the PAM parliamentarian said. 

 

‘I am convinced that employment and education are 

the main challenges og both youth, and us parlia-

mentartians. These challenges should be our priority 

commitments both on a national, as well as, on a re-

gional level. And with regards to employment, we 

must enable creativity and innovation by sustaining 

youth-led development, including full support to mi-

crofinance and entrepreneurship, as well as, assis-

tance to start-ups and SMEs.” Hon. Rhozali com-

mented. 

 

‘Funding and Development aid 

remain key pillars in the future of 

our young, the growth of the 

economies and the stability of the 

states surrounding the Mediterra-

nean. “Our role is to take a com-

mitment to listen to them and en-

gage into effective dialogue with”, 

Hon. Rhozali concluded.  

 

“In this regard, PAM is extremely 

conscious of the important role 

that national parliaments have, 

and they are equally committed to 

dedicate the necessary resources 

in their legislative processes to accompany youth in 

the fulfillment of their personal and collective aspira-

tions of their respective community, society and 

country. As a matter of fact Youth and issues related 

to their education, development, employment and 

future socio-economic considerations, are one of the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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2012 priority areas for debate within the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. ”, Amb. Piazzi 

commented.  

 

DIHAD, an annual event dedicated to Humanitarian Aid & Development, represents an excellent annual 

opportunity to further strengthen PAM relations, as the leading parliamentary forum of the Mediterranean, 

with GCC countries and key Islamic institutions. 

 

As the DIHAD 2012 organizers have underlined, Humanitarian Assistance and Development Programmes 

are conceived and implemented, to a large extent, with the objective of benefiting the youth in targeted ar-

eas. Moreover, youth are increasingly instrumental in implementing these activities and it is indeed the 

youth of today who will have to live, tomorrow, with what is accomplished. 

 

The Conference was held under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-

President, Prime Minister of United Arab Emirates, Ruler of Dubai, and supported by Mohammed Bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum Humanitarian and Charity Est., the United Nations, the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean, the UAE Red Crescent Authority, International Humanitarian City, Dubai Cares and the 

Organization of Islamic Conference. // 

 

 

PAM Secretary General: Political stability increases the capacity of 

a country to attract foreign investments  
 
 

The Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, has delivered the open-

ing keynote speech at the Euromed PPP & Project Finance Conference, being held in Istanbul, Turkey. The theme of the 

event is "Mobilising attractive infrastructure investments through PPP reform and project finance solutions".  

 

The event was attended, among others, by H.E. Mehemet Simsek, Minister of Finance of Turkey, as well as senior repre-

sentatives of MIGA, EIB, EBRD, UNECE, Tunisia, Germany and the EC, together with some 100 delegates from the pub-

lic sector, investment banks and industry representatives. 

 

PAM Secretary General highlighted the commitment of the Assembly in supporting the economic process at large, so 

much so that it was decided to establish the Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean as a tangible 

sign of a stronger effort on economic cooperation and integration in the region. 

 

The Panel, Dr. Piazzi added, acts as a high-level think thank with the purpose of addressing common challenges, identify-

ing obstacles and proposing concrete actions for the promotion and support of trade and investment in the Mediterranean.  

 

"Economic growth is fundamental and critical for its numerous interconnections with other sensitive issues, such as re-

gional stability. 

Political stability also increases the capacity of a country to attract foreign investments", Dr. Piazzi sustained.  

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean will continue to play its role in the achievement of further democratic 

processes, and the PAM Panel is one of the tools that the Assembly will develop within its parliamentary diplomacy remit.  

To this effect, PAM Secretary General reminded that on 29 June, the Panel will be hosted by the Portuguese Parliament in 

Lisbon. The parliamentary hearing, the first of its kind on economic issues, is organised in cooperation with the European 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), and will focus on sustainable economic growth in the region.  

 

"This Euromed PPP Conference is taking place at a very strategic moment, because the outcome of the debates and contri-

butions by speakers and participants, will provide a strong informed input to our Panel's event in Portugal", Amb. Piazzi 

concluded.// 

(Continued from page 6) 
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PAM announces Conference on Solar Energy  

in Ouarzazate to be hosted by Moroccan Parliament 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated at the thirteenth meeting of the United 
Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea, dedicated to “Marine 

renewable energies”, held at the UN Headquarters in New York, from 29 May to 1 June 2012. 

PAM was represented by Senator Lhou Lmarbouh, Rapporteur on Energy, who outlined the Assembly’s initiatives 

related to security, sustainable development, energy efficiency, renewable resources, and civil nuclear energy. 

Senator Lmarbouh said that the Assembly is fully aware of the urgent need to elaborate effective methods to produce 

green energy and the Mediterranean region must play a key role in this process, due to its geographical position and 

its climate. “Our basin has a unique potential for the production of solar energy, and several projects are being 

developed on the southern shore of the Mediterranean”, PAM Energy Rapporteur said.  

Energy will also be the topic of a dedicated session at the PAM’s forthcoming High Level Conference of the PAM 

Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, to be hosted by the Portuguese Parliament in Lisbon 
on 29 June 2012, and organized in collaboration with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(EBRD).  

The PAM parliamentarian also elaborated on the need of a stable and sound regulatory framework as a key factor to 

liberalize and integrate energy markets, especially in a period of important socio-political changes characterising the 

Mediterranean region. This will foster investments in energy infrastructures.  With reference to the Association of the 
Energy Regulators of the Mediterranean Region (MEDREG), Sen. Lmarbouh expressed PAM’s belief that it should 

receive full support from the Governments of the region, in order to become a permanent institution, so that it can 

strengthen its pivotal role as a leader to harmonise the regional energy regulations, aimed at driving economic growth 

and social progress in the area.  

Furthermore, PAM’s commitment to the key energy issues, will be broadened through a major conference on 
Renewable energy, with focus on Solar Energy, to be hosted by the Parliament of Morocco on 14-15 September, 

2012, in Ouarzazate, where the participants will be able to visit the Concentrated Solar Power Plant Project, a first 

step in the Euro-Mediterranean solar energy plan.  

Sen. Lmarbouh concluded his intervention saying that in his capacity of Rapporteur on Energy, he will suggest to the 

PAM Bureau to focus for the year 2013, some initiatives on this topic, which could contribute to reduce greenhouse 

emissions and provide the Mediterranean region with a reliable alternative source of energy, for the good of the 

Mediterranean peoples.// 

  


