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The Parliamentarians representing the Mediterranean unanimously elected
me, at the past meeting
held in Monaco, President
of PAM for the next two
years. I am very honoured
by their confidence and I
appreciate the magnitude
of the task with which I
have been entrusted. Succeeding Hon. Abdelwahed
Radi, who had the mission
of setting up our Parliament, I am intent on letting it live, allowing it to
develop and to play a leading role in the search for
peace and harmony in the
Mediterranean.
For too long our
region has been synonymous with conflict and
suffering. It is the cradle
of our civilization. That is
why we have the duty to
harness all the good will in
order to renew the threads
of dialogue between our
people in order to give
back to our children the
hope for a better future.
As Parliamentarians, repre
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sentatives of the Mediterranean people, we are best placed to create, amongst us first, and
then amongst our countries, relationships of trust and friendship. This mission is a priority
because the Mediterranean must become the way of life of the people, for them to prosper
and live in peace.
It is because I believe profoundly and intensely in the future of the Mediterranean
that I will pursue with enthusiasm the mission entrusted upon me as President of the Parliament of the Mediterranean. For me, the Mediterranean has been identified as a fracture line
between its people for too long. I want it to become a bridge, an irreplaceable bond of
brotherhood, a region of hope for the future. On this objective, I will call upon all people of
good will, and on the determination of my colleagues from the Mediterranean Parliaments in
order to make the values of peace and tolerance triumph so that they can return to their former glory in the Mediterranean. I feel this Presidency to be the most beautiful adventure
that could happen to me as an elected. I will put all my heart into this project to make it a
success and to bring to the Mediterraneans the wellbeing to which they aspire.

The following delegates were elected as members of the PAM Bureau for 2009-2010:
Hon. Rudy Salles (France) - President
Hon. Abdelkader Fedala (Algeria) - Vice-President
Hon. Elissavet Papdimitriou (Greece) - Vice-President
Hon. Francesco Amoruso (Italy) - Vice-President
Hon. Tayseer Quba‟a (Palestine) - Vice-President
Hon. José Junqueiro (Portugal) - Vice-President & President, 1st Standing Committee
Hon. Suleiman Ghneimat (Jordan) - Vice-President & President, 2nd Standing Committee
Hon. Mohamed Titna Alaoui (Morocco) - Vice-President & President, 3rd Standing Committee
Vice Presidents of the Standing Committees:
Hon. Chamel Mouzaya (Lebanon) - 1st Standing Committee
Hon. Jesmond Mugliett (Malta) - 2nd Standing Committee
Hon. Aşkın Asan (Turkey) - 3rd Standing Committee

The new working groups for the 2009 Calendar year are:
1st Standing Committee - Reflection Group on Terrorism
STF on Organized Crime
2nd Standing Committee - Ad Hoc Committee on Energy (to examine economic aspect)
STF on Disaster Management
STF on Small and Medium-sized Enterprises/Maritime Trade
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3rd Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean
Principality of Monaco, 13-15 November 2008

The Third Plenary Session was generously and perfectly organised and hosted by the National Council of the Principality
of Monaco. This particular Plenary Session has to be considered in the annals of PAM both as a landmark and as a benchmark for
the Assembly, as it was the second time time in PAM‟s brief history that the parliamentarians convened to consider and adopt a
number of Reports and Resolutions produced in the framework of PAM‟s Ad Hoc Committees and Special Task Forces under the
three Standing Committees at the end of their first full operational year.
The proceedings began in earnest after the welcoming addresses by the Hon. Stéphane Valeri, President of the National
Council of Monaco, and by His Serene Highness Albert II, the Sovereign Prince of Monaco. President Radi read a special message that United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon wished to convey to the delegations present in Monaco. In this message reference was made to the troubled situation in the Middle East, and in particular to the importance of developing dialogue
and mutual understanding for peaceful coexistence to be possible between nations.
The Assembly also welcomed the delegation from Bosnia and Herzegovina, which was attending for the first time. The
delegation was headed by Hon. Niko Lozancic, Speaker of the House of Representatives, who illustrated to the Assembly his
country‟s democratic aspirations.
Key speakers addressed the delegates. These were Mr. Alexander Dzasohov (Vice President, Parliamentary Assembly of
the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC)), Mr. Maxwell Gaylard (Deputy Special Coordinator, UN Special Coordinator
Office for the Middle East Peace Process – UNSCO) who spoke on the UN commitment to achieving peace in the Middle East,
and Professor Carlo Rubbia, Nobel Prize Laureate in Physics (from the European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN))
on alternative and sustainable energy.
Before the Monaco event was over, Italy offered to host the 2010 Plenary Session and Morocco proposed its candidacy
for 2011, two proposals that, endorsed by the Assembly, continue to secure the balance between the North and the South shores
of the Mediterranean as alternate hosts.
(continued opposite page)
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Bureau Members, led by President Radi, accompanying
H.S.H. Prince Albert to the opening of the Plenary Session.
Hon. Stéphane Valeri welcoming delegates at the Opening
Session.
President Radi delivering to the delegates the message by
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.
General view of the Assembly at work.
Members of the PAM Bureau during the private meeting
with H.S.H. Prince Albert of Monaco.
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(continued from page 2)

From a substantive point of view, during the Session the delegates endorsed a newly presented text defining and calling for the recognition of the status of “environmental refugees” within international law.
The Plenary Session is also the occasion to draw the conclusions of the year‟s various discussions. The Presidents of the
three Standing Committees are called to publicly review the activities of their respective Committees, describe their prospective
Action Plans for 2009 and summarise the reports and resolutions drawn up by the individual Special Task Forces and Ad Hoc Committees. The resolutions were subsequently submitted to the Assembly for their final unanimous adoption.
The Plenary Session was also called upon to elect its new president, as the two year mandate of PAM‟s first President,
Hon. Abdelwahed Radi, had come to an end. The Hon. Fabrice Notari, Head of the Monegasque delegation, proposed that Hon.
Rudy Salles (France) be elected as the next President of PAM. The Assembly delegates agreed with the proposal and unanimously
elected Hon. Rudy Salles to serve as their President for the biennium 2009-2010.
While thanking his colleagues for his election, the new President, Hon. Rudy Salles, illustrated the key ambitions for his
two year mandate: namely, for Spain to return to the Assembly (Spain took part in all its preparatory work) and for Israel to actively
participate in its discussions, as it is already a member of PAM. Hon. Salles also emphasised the importance of consolidating the
complementary nature of PAM‟s role with EMPA and other organisations working in and for the region.
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PRESENTATION OF
AWARDS TO
OUTSTANDING PAM
DELEGATES

L-R: Hon. Salah Tazdait (Algeria), Hon. Salah Tomah (Syria), Hon.
George Vella (Malta), Hon. Krinio Kanellopoulou, Senator Learco
Saporito (Italy), Hon. Rudy Salles (France), Hon. Askin Asan (Turkey)

L-R: Hon. Rudy Salles (France), Hon. Elsa Papadimitriou
(Greece), Hon. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco) and PAM Secretary
General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi

Left: Senator Learco Saporito (Italy) and Hon. Rudy Salles
(France)

L-R: Hon. Rudy Salles (France), Hon. Tayseer Quba‟a
(Palestine) and Hon. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco)
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UN SECRETARY GENERAL, BAN KI-MOON‟S MESSAGE TO THE
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
Monaco, 13-15 November 2008
The Mediterranean region is home to a unique blend of cultures, experiences and worldviews. It is also a
place where global interdependence – in areas ranging from the environment, trade and health to matter of peace
and security – is felt very keenly. The need for dialogue, mutual understanding and peaceful coexistence, as individuals and nations, is clear.
Recent developments in the region give signs of hope. Israelis and Palestinians are engaged in vigorous
negotiations to conclude a peace treaty resolving all outstanding issues. The opening of indirect negotiations between Israel and Syria with Turkish facilitation is another positive development. I am also encouraged by the establishment of diplomatic relations between Syria and Lebanon. And there is welcome news from Cyprus, where
both sides have made significant overtures in recent months.
These are important developments. But they remain fragile. As
countries of the region, and as friends and neighbors of the parties, you can
play an active role in supporting these quests for peace, and I encourage you
to do so.
The collaboration between parliamentarians and the United Nations
has brought valuable returns over the years. Parliamentarians have helped to
strengthen political awareness and support on many issues of common concern. They have also served as a useful bridge between the local and the
global. I look forward to continuing and nurturing this partnership. In that
spirit, please accept my best wishes for a successful session.

PAM “PRIZES” AWARDED TO OUTSTANDING MPs AND SUPPORTERS
In recognition of their commitment and dedication to PAM‟s ideas, goals and objectives, silver
plaques and small mementos were given to the following:

Hon. Jose Junquiero (Portugal)
Hon. Paulette Brisepierre (France)

Hon. Salah Tazdait (Algeria)

Hon. Mohammed Al-Ziqrat (Jordan)

Hon. Salah Tomah (Syria)

Hon. Suleiman Ghneimat (Jordan)

Hon. Titna Alaoui (Morocco)

Hon. Tayseer Quba‟a (Palestine)

Mrs. Askin Asan (Turkey)

Hon. Rudy Salles (France)

Hon. Sonia Sanfona (Portugal)

Hon. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco)

Hon. Houda Bizid Blaiech (Tunisia)

Hon. Mohammed Abou El-Enein (Egypt)

Hon. Vasso Papandreou (Greece)

Hon. Elissavet Papadimitriou (Greece)

Hon. George Vella (Malta)

Hon. Learco Saporito (Italy)

Mr. Najib El-Khadi (Morocco)
Hon. Krinio Kanellopoulou (Greece)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2009



30 January -



20-21 February - 2nd Meeting of the STF on Environment and Climate Change - Limassol, Cyprus
1st Meeting of the STF on Disaster Management



11-14 March -

9th Meeting of the PAM Bureau - Rome, Italy
2nd Meeting of the STF on Dialogue Among Cultures and Religions
2nd Meeting of the STF on Migration
2nd Meeting of the STF on Gender and Equality Issues



21 March -

1st “Mediterranean Day” Celebration



1-2 April -

1st Meeting of the STF on Organized Crime - Cairo, Egypt
2nd Meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on Energy
1st Meeting of the STF on Small and Medium-sized Enterprises/Maritime Trade



18-21 May -

Visit by the PAM Bureau to the Middle East - Cairo, Gaza, OPT, Jerusalem, Amman



24-26 June -

10th Meeting of the PAM Bureau - Lisbon, Portugal
4th Meeting of the Standing Committees



20-22 October -

11th Meeting of the PAM Bureau - Istanbul, Turkey
4th Plenary Session of the Assembly



22 October -

1st Meeting of the Secretaries General of the PAM Member Assemblies



November (tbc) - Seminar: „The International Financial Situation‟
in collaboration with the World Bank - Malta

1st Meeting of the Reflection Group on Terrorism - Istanbul, Turkey
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CHARTER OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
THE POLITICAL MANIFESTO
An important milestone was reached during the 3 rd Plenary Session with the presentation and unanimous adoption of the
„Charter of the Mediterranean‟. The document is the political
manifesto embodying PAM‟s fundamental principles, precepts
and spirit based on President Radi‟s vision of the Mediterranean.
The text, divided into a main part and an annex, was drafted by
the French delegation, headed by Hon. Rudy Salles. PAM national delegations were also invited by the Secretariat to contribute to the drafting process, and here one must again underline
once more the interest shown in PAM. In this case one cannot
but not mention the generous and factual offer by the French
Ambassador in Malta, H.E. Daniel Rondeau, who enthusiastically found the time to review the Charter and contribute
to its final draft. The body of the Charter‟s text contextualises the history of the region, relativising the role of conquering civilisations and dominant powers over the centuries. Many were the forces leading to the formation of a
strong Mediterranean character with common values; in other words, an evolutionary process that engenders unity
through diversity. The Annex to the Charter is more pragmatic in approach, yet equally important, as it spells out the
goals and means available to the Assembly in its endeavours.
The full document of the Charter is available on:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/Final%20Charter%20of%20the%20Mediterranean%20EN.pdf

CANNES AWARD FOR MALTA
Malta was awarded the Cannes International prize for Water and Cooperation during the 10 th International Symposium on
Water held in the city on the French Mediterranean coastline. The prize was awarded in recognition of the commitment to and
involvement in the establishment of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) which is headquartered in Palazzo
Spinola in St. Julians. On the occasion of the three PAM Standing Committee meetings in Malta held this month, the award was
handed over to the Speaker of the House of Representatives of Malta the Hon. Dr Louis Galea by the Head of the Portuguese
delegation, the Hon. José Junqueiro. The latter, accompanied by the Secretary General Dr. Sergio Piazzi, had received the prize on
behalf of PAM in Cannes. Mr Junquiero underlined the role of Malta and thanked on behalf of PAM the Maltese authorities for
hosting the Headquarters and the Secretariat in Malta which is serving as a focal point for parliamentary diplomacy in the centre of
the Mediterranean not only for the 25 member states but also for other international
organisations wishing to be more active in the region through closer ties with the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean.
Dr Galea on his part referred to the award, made up of two brass hands holding a
drop of water, as symbolizing Malta‟s persistent and continuous efforts and commitment towards peace and stability in the Mediterranean basin. Malta has played an historical role in advancing the debate on the centrality of the Mediterranean as a region
within which countries can flourish through cultural, social, economic and political
development based on the concept of sustainability. Dialogue, tolerance, exchanges
and mutual understanding represent the underlying framework in order to encourage
further cooperation with a vision towards a future of common approaches to common concerns.
North and South are geographically networked by the same drops of the sea. This
unifying element must continue to serve as a capillary ramification between the many cultures that in their own merit participate in
the building of the identity on the one hand and the identities on the other of the Mediterranean region.
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PORTRAIT OF A PAM MP
Hon. Aşkın Asan
The Hon. Aşkın Asan is currently Vice President of PAM‟s 3rd Standing Committee, as well as Co
-Rapporteur on both
Gender and Equality
Issues and Terrorism.
She is also the head of
the Turkish delegation
to PAM.
In 2008, Hon.
Asan co-drafted the
report and resolution
on Gender and Equality Issues, as well as
the report on Terrorism. The report on
Terrorism
was
adopted as a working
document, and in 2009
her work continued with the Drafting Committee on
Terrorism, which met twice this year; on 30 January in
Istanbul and then again on 13 March in Rome. Mrs.
Asan has helped to develop a thorough report which
includes a common consensus on the theme of terrorism, which will be presented to the First Standing
Committee at its meeting in Lisbon, Portugal in June.

Hon. Aşkın Asan is a member of the Turkish Parliament and also a member of the Turkish Delegation to
the Parliamentary Union of the Organisation of the
Islamic Conference. At the same time, she also serves
as a Vice Chairman of the Research and Development
Department of the ruling Justice and Development
Party.
Hon. Asan was born in Trabzon, Turkey, in
1965. She graduated first rank in the Class of 1983
from the Of High School. In 1989, she received a Bachelor of Science degree (BSc) from the Riyadh College of Education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. In
1990, she was awarded a Turkish-American Association Scholarship and attended the College of Education at Texas Tech University, USA, where she received her Masters degree in Educational Technology in
1992. She received her Doctoral degree from Ondokuzmayıs University in 1998. She worked as an Assistant Professor at Karadeniz Technical University, Turkey, from 1998 to 2005. She was promoted to Associate Professorship in 2005 and worked as an Associate Professor at different universities including Ajman

We continue in this issue to highlight the careers
of the members of our Assembly. This time round we
have decided to feature two exemplary women who are
very active in PAM‟s work and vision.
PAM‟s major assets are the qualities of the deputy of each national parliamentary delegation of the
Member States. This is mainly because they are the direct representation of their constituents, giving them a
voice in the international fora.
On the other hand, they carry a wealth of knowledge and expertise in different fields which finds a natural arena for dialogue within PAM‟s platform.
University of Science and Technology in the United Arab Emirates, and Sultan Qaboos University in Oman. The central area
of her research was preservice teacher education, with particular
emphasis on project based learning and in peace education. A t
the general elections held on 22 July 2007, she was elected from
Ankara as a Member of the Turkish Grand National Assembly.
She is married and the mother of three children.

Hon. Asan addressing the Turkish Parliament

The Hon. Aşkın Asan presenting the draft Report on “Terrorism” as
Co-Rapporteur to the members of the 1st Standing Committee on 18
September 2008 in Malta.
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PORTRAIT OF A PAM MP
Hon. Houda Bizid-Blaiech
The Hon. Houda Bizid Blaiech is a member of the Tunisian delegation to PAM and plays
a vital role the organization as Co-Rapporteur of
the STF on Gender and Equality Issues.
In 2008, she
co-drafted a report and
resolution on this important topic, which
were then adopted by
the Assembly at its 3rd
Plenary Session in Monaco in November.
This year, she presented a report on the participation of women in
political and public life
in Tunisia at the 2nd
meeting of the STF on 14 March in Rome.

-First Vice President of the Municipal Council of Bardo
(1995-2000)
-District President of the Municipality of Bardo (20002004)
-Member of the delegation from Bardo to the National
Union of Tunisian Women (since 1996)
-Elected as a Member of Parliament (2004)
-Member of the Tunis Regional Council
-President of the Tunisia-Switzerland Parliamentary
Friendship Group
-Vice President of the Tunisia-Spain Parliamentary
Friendship Group
-Member of the Tunisia-Turkey Parliamentary Friendship Group
-Rapporteur of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean Special Task Force on Gender and
Equality Issues
Hon. Bizid Blaiech is married with two children.

The Hon. Houda Bizid Blaiech is a member of
the Tunisian Chamber of Deputies. She received
a degree in Private Law, as well as a Masters in
general Private Law. She earned her Doctorate in
Business Law and later received a warrant to
practice law following the Bar Exam.
Professional Experience
Hon. Bizid Blaiech was a Lecturer at the Faculty
of Judicial Sciences in Nouakchott, Mauritania, as
well as a University Lecturer at the Faculty of Law
in Sfax-Tunis and the Institut Supérieur de Compatabilité et d‟Administration des Entreprises
(ISCAE). She also served as the Principal Manager at the Tunis Stock Exchange. At the ISCAE,
she also was Director of the Law Department and
a member of the Scientific Council.

Malta 2008 : Hon. Bizid-Blaiech during the
works of the 2nd Standing Committee

Political and Associative Experience
-Political Membership: Democratic Constitutional
Rally
-Vice President of the Municipal Council of BarRome 2009: Hon. Bizid-Blaiech at the Italian Parliament during
the meeting of the STFs of the 3rd Standing Committee
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1st Mediterranean Day Celebrations
SHARED VALUES—SHARED ASPIRATIONS
As agreed by the Assembly at the 3rd Plenary Session, the 1st Mediterranean Day celebration was held on 21st March 2009.
Each Member State decided according to the national situation the kind of events and initiatives to organise. Although
being the first PAM Mediterranean Day, several interesting activities were held and herewith we are giving a general
overview of what happened.
Croatia - The City of Dubrovnik and the Croatian Camellia Society in Zagreb co-organized a photo exhibition entitled

„Mediterranean Day - Camellia Day’, which was inaugurated on Mediterranean Day. The occasion was also marked by an address at the
opening of the exhibition by Hon. Dubravka Suica, Head of the Croatian Delegation to PAM and Mayor of Dubrovnik, as well as
the presentation of a book called „The Flora of the Adriatic Coastline and Islands‟, and the showing of a short animated film in
French, „L‟homme qui plantait des arbres‟ (A Man who Planted Trees).

Cyprus - The Acting President of the House of Representatives, Hon. Christos Pourgoundes, delivered an address on 19 March
during the Plenary Session of the Parliament to mark the occasion.

France - PAM President, Hon. Rudy Salles, issued a statement on the Mediterranean Day and planted an olive tree in honour of

the celebration. The President of the French National Assembly, Hon. Bernard Accoyer, and members of both French Chambers,
gathered to present at the entrance of the Palais-Bourbon, from 20 to 27 March, extracts from the Charter of the Mediterranean illustrated with pictures symbolizing the Mediterranean civilization.

Greece - Inaugurated Med Day at a parliamentary session and issued a statement from the President of the Hellenic Parliament, Dr.
Dimitrious Sioufas, to all Presidents and Speakers of PAM Member Parliaments.

Malta - The Parliament of Malta held a Colloquy on 20 March to which diplomatic Heads of Mission, Parliamentarians, Academics,

students and other members of civil society were invited. The Hon. Dr. Louis Galea, Speaker of the House of Representatives, inaugurated the event, whereupon Hon. Jesmond Mugliett, Head of the Maltese delegation to PAM, Hon. Justyne Caruana, Maltese
member of the 3rd Standing Committee, and Hon. George Vella, Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Middle East, also addressed
the colloquy and later fielded questions from the audience. PAM Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi gave an overview of PAM‟s
history and outreach activities.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Malta organized a seminar jointly with PAM and the Mediterranean Academy for Diplomatic Studies (MEDAC) that involved MEDAC graduates as well as students from local high schools. The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Dr. Tonio Borg, addressed the students, who came from both Maltese and international backgrounds.
This took the format of a round-table discussion wherein the participants discussed “Different Perceptions of Identity in the Mediterranean”
and “Security and Stability in the Mediterranean - What Prospects?”. The Seminar was addressed by Dr. Piazzi, and moderated by Dr.
Stephen Calleya and Mr. Martin Micallef.

Monaco - The Monegasque National Council issued a press release and a statement by Hon. Fabrice Notari, Head of the Delegation to PAM, on 21 March.

Morocco - A meeting was organized at the House of Councilors on 21 March to celebrate the Mediterranean Day, which was at-

tended by Members of the delegation to PAM, including Hon. Mohamed Titna Alaoui, Head of the Delegation to PAM, and a communique was also issued.

Portugal - The Portuguese Parliament held a conference on 24 March entitled ‘Shared Values-Shared Aspirations’
Romania - The Chamber of Deputies issued a statement on the Mediterranean Day which was adopted by its Committee for Foreign Policy in a meeting held on 11 March.

Turkey - The Turkish Parliament organized an event to commemorate the Mediterranean Day to which other PAM delegates had
been invited. Due to local general elections, the proposed initiative was cancelled.
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MED DAY IN PICTURES

Left to right : Hon. Dr. Louis Galea , Speaker of the
House of Representatives of Malta, Hon George Vella
(Malta) , Dr. Sergio Piazzi (PAM), Hon. Jesmond
Mugliett (Malta) and Hon. Justyne Caruana (Malta)
(Valletta, Malta - 20 March 2009)
Dr. Dimitrious Sioufas, President of the Hellenic Parliament, inaugurating the 1st Mediterranean Day (Athens, Greece - 21 March 2009)

Dr. Sergio Piazzi flanked by Dr. Stephen Calleya (L) and
Cav. Martin Micallef during the debate with students at the
Mediterranean Day Seminar at Palazzo Parisio, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Malta.

Caption: Hon. Elissavet Papadimitriou, Vice President of PAM
and Vice President of the Hellenic Parliament, inaugurating the
1st Mediterranean Day (Athens, Greece - 21 March 2009)

Dr Tonio Borg, Minister of Foreign Affiars Malta presentation
certificate of attendance to MEDAC student, Ms. Ivana Sterbova
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PAM NEWSREEL
United Nations and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean strengthen cooperation
The Mediterranean region was at the centre of discussions between United Nations Secretary General, Mr. Ban
Ki-moon, and Dr. Sergio Piazzi, Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) during a
meeting held at the historical San Anton Palace, residence of the President of the Republic of Malta, during Ban Kimoon‟s official visit to the central Mediterranean archipelago between 21-22 April 2009.
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon stressed the important role that parliamentary
diplomacy can play in conjunction with traditional diplomacy and international
institutions. “Parliamentarians themselves have a primary function at the national and regional level since they can influence, with determination, their
governments‟ actions and policies”, Mr Ban Ki-moon said. He also praised
PAM‟s outreach and offered his full personal support to its initiatives. He also
thanked PAM for its support to UN actions during the recent Gaza crisis.
Rreference was made to ongoing cooperation between the UN and PAM on
topics such as terrorism, migration, climate change, and energy. Mr. Ban Kimoon and Dr. Piazzi agreed that initiatives can achieve better results if all international institutions, under the leading
role of the UN, resolve to work within a framework of complementarity.
PAM‟s Secretary General briefed Mr. Ban Ki-moon on the upcoming missions in the Middle East in May by members of
the Bureau and in New York and Washington by PAM President Rudy Salles in the first week of July. Dr. Piazzi proposed to further strengthen the existing relations between the two organizations, as well as launch the procedure for Observer Status at the UN General Assembly. “In a globalised world subject to the daily dynamics of change, synergies
between actors pursuing common objectives through different courses of action are a valid strategic approach in order
to consolidate and to allow the rightful expression of all those voices committed to peace worldwide”, Dr. Piazzi said.
Full report at::

http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/PR%20220409%20-%20UN%20PAM%20Meeting%201.pdf

League of Arab States and PAM to exchange “Observer Status”
PAM Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi, had a cordial meeting in Cairo, Egypt with the Secretary General of the
League of Arab States, Dr. Amr Moussa.
Dr. Moussa and Dr. Piazzi discussed PAM‟s goals and outreach, and the vital
role that the League of Arab States plays in the Mediterranean. PAM‟s Secretary
General also invited Dr. Amr Moussa to meet the members of PAM‟s Bureau while
in Cairo at the beginning of their visit throughout the Middle East in mid-May.
Furthermore, Dr. Piazzi extended an invitation for the Secretary General to
attend PAM‟s 4th Plenary Session in Istanbul later this year. The two Secretaries
General agreed to begin procedures to formally exchange “Observer Status” between
the two regional organizations.

Full report at::
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/ARAB%20LEAGUE%20CAIRO%200409_EN.pdf
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Mediterranean Parliamentarians meet in Rome, Italy
PAM delegates were in Rome, Italy from 11-14 March on the invitation of the Italian Parliament for the meetings of the Special Task Forces falling under the 3rd Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilisations and
Human Rights. Migration, Dialogue of Cultures and Religions, and Gender and Equality Issues were discussed,
and a number of prominent guest speakers delivered papers and shared personal experiences over these topics. The sessions, which took place from 12-13 March, concluded on the 14th with a day trip to Assisi, the
City of Peace and the ecumenical meeting place.
PAM meet His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI and
Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone
Delegates of PAM were hosted for the General
Audience with H.H. Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter‟s
Square in March. At the end of the Audience, H.H. the
Pope spent some moments with a number of delegates
from the Bureau.
Another highlight of the Rome event was the private meeting the delegates had with the Secretary of State
of the Holy See, H.E. Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, during
which both sides exchanged views and possible actions
required to secure peace and stability in the region.

“The Mediterreanean is back in the centre of attention following the phenomenon of globalisation and the
drift in general terms beyond the oceans”, Cardinal Bertone said to the MPs. He also underlined the importance
of PAM, which “is a young institution that has already
made important progress in promoting political dialogue
among the countries of the Mediterranean”.
PAM President, the Hon. Rudy Salles, highlighted
the Assembly‟s philosophy to work with all the parliaments
of the region and insisted on the importance of also establishing and sustaining a collaborative relationship with
other important institutions in the region.
Monsignor Pietro Parolin, Vatican Undersecretary
for Relations with States and the Secretary General also
discussed the future structured cooperation between the
Vatican and PAM.

PAM delegates in Assisi
Delegates from PAM were the guests of the Civil and
Ecclesiastical authorities of the City of Assisi in Italy
on 14 March 2009. PAM MPs were welcomed and
addressed by the Mayor, Claudio Ricci, the Bishop,
Monsignor Domenico Sorrentino and the Custodian of
the Sacred Convent of St. Francis, Father Giuseppe
Piemontese.
In his welcoming speech, Mayor Ricci explained that the meeting in Assisi was an occasion to
“strengthen the bridge of dialogue” at a time when one
has to “return to sobriety and simplicity” and to “what
realize counts and serves to respect mankind”.
Bishop Sorrentino said that “ The platform of
your commitment lies within the geo-political and
cultural aspects of the Mediterranean. A choice that
implies the challenges of intercultural and interreligious
dialogue, while at the same time removing the temptations towards the clash of civilizations.”
The Custodian of the Sacred Convent of St.
Francis, Father Piemontese told the Parliamentarians
that they are invested with the mission to govern countries and populations. He augured that they could execute their mandate in the same spirit of St. Francis,
based on the humble sense of service to others. The
Custodian then donated the symbolic Lamp, “The
Light of Saint Francis,” to all members of the PAM
delegation.
Full report at:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/Assisi%20Visit%20PR.pdf

Full report at:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/Meeting%20with%20Vatican%20EN.pdf
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PAM‟s Role in the Mediterranean French Foreign Minister, Bernard Kouchner
Bernard Kouchner, Minister of Foreign Affairs of France,
paid a courtesy call on PAM Headquarters while on an
official visit to Malta on 27 February 2009. Mr Kouchner
and his delegation were welcomed by Secretary General,
Dr Sergio Piazzi. Dr. Piazzi illustrated the Assembly‟s objectives, achievements so far and the programme of activities in the near future, including the visit in the Middle East by the PAM Bureau in May.
Dr. Piazzi underlined the role of France in the setting up of PAM, and the assistance the Secretariat can
count on by the French authorities in PAM‟s endeavors in building bridges of friendship and mutual understanding
in the Mediterranean.
Hon. Kouchner lauded the Assembly‟s achievements in the few years since its establishment. “I am confident that PAM will continue to grow and strengthen its role for the
benefit of the Mediterranean peoples and my country will always be
there to push any tangible initiative for peace, stability and security in
the region,” Mr Kouchner said. While showing a sense of preoccupation, Mr Kouchner at the same time expressed his optimism in relation to the Middle East issue and said France will continue to back
international efforts for an equitable and lasting solution.
Full report at:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/Kouchner%20at%20PAM%200209_EN.pdf

PAM Juridical Status Agreement presented to the UN
The agreement between Malta and PAM on the juridical status of the Assembly was presented to the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs by H.E. Saviour F. Borg, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and Permanent Representative of Malta to the United Nations, and PAM Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi. The Headquarters Agreement and the Instruments were also deposited. The documents were handed over to Ms. Annebeth
Rosenboom, Chief of the Treaty Section of the Office of Legal Affairs, in a ceremony held at the UN Headquarters
in New York on 23 January 2009.
The visit to New York was also an occasion for the Secretary General
of PAM to hold a series of bilateral meetings with a number of senior
UN officials with whom the establishment of institutional relations
and the forthcoming visit to the Middle East by a Bureau delegation
were discussed.
“PAM is of the opinion that only through synergies with
other institutions, including the UN‟s various regional initiatives, ideas
can materialize into tangible projects towards the achievement of long
lasting solutions for the well-being of the Mediterranean peoples,” Dr.
Piazzi said.
L-R: Dr. Sergio Piazzi (PAM), H.E. Mr. Saviour F. Borg (Malta), Ms. Annebeth Rosenboom (UN Legal Office), Ms. Arancha Hinojal Oyarbide (UN Legal Office)
Full report at:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/PAM%20UN%20DOCS%20presentation%20PR%20en%201.pdf
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Egyptian Delegate as First PAM roving Ambassador
Hon. Mohamed Abou El-Enein of Egypt is the first Roving Ambassador of PAM. His appointment to this prestigious
post took place during the 3rd Plenary Session in Monaco on 15 November 2008. Hon. Abou El-Enein will also sit on
the executive arm of the organization.
Hon. Abou El-Enein has been instrumental in the establishment of
PAM and has served, inter alia, as its Vice President as well as Rapporteur of
the STF (now Ad Hoc Committee) on Energy.
At the same session, Senator Learco Saporito of Italy was declared an
Honorary Member of PAM. He played a pivoatl role in the first two years of
the organization, and served as President of the 3rd Standing Committee and
Head of the Italian delegation.
Outgoing President, Hon. Abdelwahed
Radi, said that if the Mediterranean is the cradle
of civilizations we celebrate today, it is also thanks
to the itinerant character of those who travelled
across the region and exchanged their wealth of
knowledge, thus enriching each others‟ cultures.
“Both are resourceful men who can contribute to consolidate, strengthen and lay new roots
of dialogue in the Mediterranean area,” said Hon. Radi.

Full report at:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/El%20Enein%20Ambassador%20pr%20EN.pdf

Italian students visit PAM HQ
A group of senior students from the Istituto Superiore
"Francesco Saverio Nitti" in Naples, Italy paid a courtesy visit
to PAM HQs on the invitation of Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi. The 38 students, accompanied by the school Director, Nunzia Campolattano, teachers and parents were
shown around the Palace and were briefed on PAM‟s activities. They also placed a number of questions to Dr. Piazzi,
which made their visit more enriching.
The visit took place in the context of the Mediterranean Day celebration, which was dedicated this year to the youth.
The visit to Malta by the "Nitti" Institute is part of the
extracurricular activities that the school organized for final year
students who, later this year, will sit for the Diploma exams.
Full report at:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/Nitti%20Insitute%20visits%20PAM%20pr2.pdf
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PAM President at International Conference in Dubai on Humanitarian Aid and Development
Honourable Rudy Salles spoke on 7 April at the opening ceremony of the
6th Annual Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and Development Conference
(DIHAD) on behalf of PAM. He presented on the organization’s role in the Mediterranean region as regards disaster management, and highlighted the fact that PAM
itself has established a Special Task Force on Disaster Management, which held its
first meeting in February in Limassol, Cyprus. He stated that “PAM is trying to
serve as catalyst for new approaches, and hopefully to generate solutions, including
on soft issues such as socio-economics and the environment,” as “PAM‟s vocation
as a platform for equal dialogue is very well placed to promote better understanding
and cooperation on the challenging and complex problems of the Mediterranean
region.” He also emphasised that “Parliamentarians can facilitate the establishment
of bilateral/multilateral agreements among our Member States in order to create
additional capacities to respond to disasters.”
The Honourable Salles and Dr. Sergio Piazzi were on a mission in the Gulf
as part of PAM‟s program to further strengthen its ties between countries and organizations at both the regional and international level.
Full report available at:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/240409%20-%20PAM%20strengthens%20outreach%201.pdf

PAM President meets President of the Advisory Council of Qatar -

Associate Member Status discussed
Honourable Rudy Salles earlier paid a courtesy visit to H.E. Mohamed Bin Mubarak Al-Khulaifi, President of the Advisory Council of Qatar.
Hon. Salles presented to His Excellency PAM‟s history and evolution, and
illustrated other steps it has taken in involving countries and organizations
which are not directly located within the Mediterranean, such as the United
States, Russia, the Vatican, the UN, the League of Arab States and the Organisation of the Islamic Conference. During the meeting, President Bin Mubarak Al-Khulaifi highlighted the fact that PAM had gained great prominence in
the region in such a short time. He expressed his appreciation for PAM‟s
actions vis-à-vis the peace process in the Middle East. Hon. Salles said PAM
supports Qatar‟s foreign policy in the Mediterranean under the current Emir‟s
reign.
Hon Salles invited President Bin Mubarak Al-Khulaifi to the forthcoming Plenary Session of the Assembly in
Istanbul, Turkey, in October, as well as to the scheduled meeting of the Presidents of the Parliaments of the PAM Members States in 2010. Finally, Hon. Salles and President Bin Mubarak Al-Khulaifi discussed the granting of “Associate
Member” status with PAM to the Qatari Parliament, whereupon His Excellency mentioned that he would take all the
measures necessary in order to begin proceedings for the Advisory Council to obtain this status. Additional visits are
also being planned by PAM for Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
Full report available at:
http://www.apm.org.mt/documents/pdfs/240409%20-%20PAM%20strengthens%20outreach%201.pdf
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