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The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean

The Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean is the principal forum
where the national Parliaments of
the Euro-Mediterranean region
deliberate to reach those strategic
objectives towards the creation of the
best political, social, economic and
cultural environment and conditions for
the fellow citizens of the member
states.
PAM is an international organization, an
Observer at the General Assembly of
the United Nations, with a specific
international juridical status. The
Assembly plays a fundamental role as
the inter-parliamentary
organization whose activities are
firmly rooted as the instrument of
parliamentary diplomacy also to
support the work of other international
bodies entrusted with the responsibility
to foster security, stability and peace
in the Euro-Mediterranean region.
Over the years, PAM has established
itself as the main actor of parliamentary
diplomacy in the Euro-Mediterranean
region, and its commitment to the
founding principles and its Charter, is
guaranteed by the continued support of
all its member parliaments.
Through PAM, political dialogue and
understanding between its Member
States and their citizens, is
strengthened and this is achieved,
notably, by:
Fostering and building confidence
among Euro-Mediterranean States;
Guaranteeing regional security,
stability and promoting peace;
Consolidating the endeavours of EuroMediterranean States;
Presenting opinions and
recommendations to national
parliaments and governments, regional
organizations and international fora.

PAM sets future cooperation priorities with
UN Agencies at 73rd General Assembly in New York
A senior PAM delegation participated in the 73rd High-level segment of the United Nations General Assembly, from 23 to 30 September 2018, in New York. More
than 120 country leaders and representatives of international organisations were
present. The theme of this year’s Assembly was ‘Making the United Nations relevant to all people’.
The PAM delegation was led by President
Hon. Pedro Roque and PAM Secretary
General Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, and
included PAM Vice-President Hon. Amir
Peretz (Israel), Hon. Nathalie AmorattiBlanc (Monaco), Hon. Sandrine Morch
(France), Amb. Mohamed Abu El Enein –
President Emeritus and Permanent Representative to the League of Arab States,
Amb. Shaukat Fareed – PAM Permanent
Observer to the UN in New York, Amb.
Majallie Whbee - Senior Advisor on the
Middle East, Amb. Jean-Paul Laborde Senior Advisor on Counter-Terrorism, Amb. Iqbal Riza - Senior Advisor on Political
Affairs.
The United Nations General Assembly had granted the Observer Status to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean in 2009 in recognition of its unique role in
Mediterranean Affairs as well as at the international level. By this decision, PAM
has been granted the right to occupy a seat in the General Assembly Hall, intervene
in important debates, and participate in all formal consultation processes.
During their mission in New York, PAM delegates met with Under-SecretaryGeneral for Political Affairs at the United Nations, Amb. Miroslav Jenča. The discussion focused on strengthening PAM-UN relations through the signature of a dedicated bilateral agreement that will structure the working relationship on a number of
priority issues. The key priorities identified include, among others, the Middle East
peace process, national reconciliation and constitutional reform in Syria, and the
assistance to Libya to support the processes of elections and national consolidation.
Additionally, developments on the issue of the Western Sahara region were discussed.
The delegation then met with the Director of the UNDP Regional Office for the Arab States, Assistant Secretary General Mourad Wahba. During the discussion, the
parties talked about the future political PAM-UN agreement, as well as a more technical agreement with the UNDP to ensure a better exchange of information and effective coordination on joint activities. Issues of concern to both parties were discussed, namely the strategies to strengthen security, stability and development in
neighboring regions such as the Sahel, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Central Asia. Additionally, the need for PAM to support the role of the Parliament in the process of
Libyan reconciliation was highlighted.
PAM delegates met with the Under-Secretary General for Peace Operations, Amb.
Jean-Pierre Lacroix. Issues of importance to both parties were discussed, specifically
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regarding the need to strengthen the security in
southern Syria on the border region with Israel
through the continued presence of UN peacekeepers
and the need to summon political support peacekeeping operations in Mali, which are crucial to the
security of the entire Sahel, and therefore the EuroMediterranean region.
With reference to the current and future work of
PAM on countering terrorism, violent extremism,
and radicalization, the delegation held two dedicated meetings, one with UN Under-Secretary-General
for Counter-Terrorism, Amb.Vladimir Voronkov
and one with the newly appointed Executive Director of the UN CTED, Assistant Secretary General
Michèle Coninsx.
In both meetings the unique role of PAM was highlighted, as the partner of the two Offices in promoting the correct implementation of the relevant Security Council resolutions at the national and regional levels. Having recalled the joint conferences already organized on these specific themes, it
was agreed to further increase the level of cooperation with a number of activities dedicated to the harmonization of national legislation,
which is key to the interoperability of law enforcement agencies, as well as the problem posed by the failures of deradicalisation processes,
and the new threat represented by ISIS terrorists having moved from Syria/Iraq into the sub-Saharan region. The forthcoming PAM event that
will be hosted by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey was considered by all as an excellent opportunity to address priority issues in this
specific area.
PAM delegates met also with the UN Special Representative for West Africa and the Sahel, Mr. Mohammad Ibn
Chambas. The worrisome and deteriorating situation in
the Sahel was discussed at length. It was noted that due to
the lack of financial assistance, which was promised but
not realized, the development in the region has been halted in favor of strengthening security to respond to the
rapid rise of terrorist activity. The delegation was particularly concerned, when it was reported that increase of
terrorist operations is the direct consequence of the safe
passage the terrorists have enjoyed to leave Iraq and Syria
and reach Africa. The continent is experiencing an exponential rise in radical extremist activity from Mali and
Niger, south to Mozambique and Ivory Coast. Furthermore, deteriorating economic, social and security conditions are forcing local populations to seek better opportunities abroad, but due to the lack of legal channels, they
end up in the hands of human smugglers and traffickers
on their way to Europe. A need for better coordination
amongst all the strategies announced by the UN, the EU, China, and other actors to develop the Sahel region was emphasized.
PAM delegates then met with Assistant Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Ms. Ursula Mueller. The discussion focused on
the strategies and problems of delivering humanitarian aid and protection to civilians in Syria, Libya, Gaza, and Yemen. A particular issue
was raised with alarm in regards to the cut of US funding to the budget of UNRWA and the need to mobilize political and financial support to
fill that gap. The role of PAM as a mediator, with direct channels to parliaments and national authorities of countries who may be in dispute,
was highlighted as a means of assisting the UN to gain access to restricted areas in order to deliver humanitarian aid.
In addition to these bilateral meetings, PAM delegates participated in numerous seminars, meetings, and side events. President Roque addressed the Ministerial meeting of the UN Alliance of Civilizations, while Hon. Sandrine Mörch and Hon. Nathalie Amoratti Blanc participated in and contributed to the He For She Summit, which addressed accelerating women’s economic empowerment and ending gender based
violence. PAM delegates also actively contributed to the “Road to Marrakech” event on migrations, and to the special session dedicated to
“New Partnership for Countering Violent Extremism Narratives”.
Members of PAM also met a number of Heads of States and Governments,
ministers, and senior officials of both the UN and other international organizations. These encounters included, inter-alia, H.E. Emmanuel Macron, President of France, H.E. Nicos Anastasiades, President of Cyprus, H.E. Enzo
Moavero Milanesi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Italy, H.E. Mohamed Syala,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Libya, H.E. Pierre Krähenbühl, Commissioner
General of UNRWA, and H.E. Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, among others.
The PAM Secretary General also arranged an encounter between the President
of the Palestinian National Authority, H.E. Mahmoud Abbas; the chief Palestinian negotiator for the peace process with Israel¸ H.E. Saeb Erekat, and PAM
Vice President Hon. Amir Peretz, former member of the government of Israel//
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7th High-level Meeting of the
Parliaments of the “5+5 Dialogue” Member States
The 7th High level Meeting of parliaments of the West Mediterranean "5+5 Dialogue" Member States
took place in Algiers, on 20 January 2018, hosted by the two Chambers of the Parliament of Algeria.
The conference was dedicated to “Western Mediterranean: promoting inclusive, shared and sustainable economic and social development facing common challenges in the region”.
During the parliamentary meeting, built on a series of round tables, parliamentarians and experts had the
opportunity to share ongoing and scheduled activities on key topics such as Regional Security and Stability, Counter Terrorism, Socio-Economic development and Trade Facilitation, the Job market, Mass Migrations, Youth, Education and Vocational Training. Delegates unanimously noted that the 5+5 Forum is
a privileged platform, both at the level of parliamentary dialogue and intergovernmental cooperation, to
better understand and tackle those phenomena of concern
to the region.
Concerning security challenges, there was a general consensus that the Mediterranean countries will not be able to
resolve the issue of terrorism, violent extremism and migration without dedicated geopolitical solutions for the
Sahel, Libya and the Middle East. In particular, with reference to the Israeli-Palestinian crisis, the delegates reiterated their support for the Two-State solution, in accordance
with international law.
For what concerns Libya, they stressed the importance of safeguarding the territorial integrity of Libya, as
well as its national sovereignty, calling for a political solution based on agreements signed under the auspices of the United Nations.
On Terrorism, the delegates strongly recommended the establishment of a comprehensive strategy to prevent and combat terrorism, violent extremism, organized crime and illegal migration, to address in a coherent manner all aspects of these phenomena. This strategy, dedicated to the broad PAM region, should
include the 5+5 countries, in cooperation with the UN. Special attention should be dedicated to legislative
and juridical cooperation in criminal matters, to secure to justice the Terrorist Foreign Fighters (FTF) escaping from Syria and Iraq. In this regard, the threat represented by the return of the FTFs to the countries
of origin, was of extreme concern.
During the session on economic challenges, parliamentarians stressed the importance of North-South and
South-South trade and economic exchanges, including the free movement of persons and goods in the region, trade facilitation, investments to support SMEs, and vocational training. Particular attention was
paid to unemployment, youth and women, suggesting a better link between skills, training and business
requirements, as well as training opportunities at the Mediterranean level.
Migration, as a structural phenomenon from Africa towards the southern Mediterranean countries and Europe, was analysed in detail, with particular reference to the situation in the Sahel and its implications for
the Mediterranean. The delegates underlined the need to develop a shared regional approach to migration,
by linking it with development and addressing its causes, in order to ensure sustainable economic and social development, absorb unemployment, as well as the effective management of migration flows in a legal and human way.
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Concerning the social dimension, parliamentarians
identified as the many challenges the lack of trust
and communication between citizens and institutions; the spreading of violent extremism and radicalization and the need to respect human rights.
Investing in education, as a tool of countering violent extremism and terrorism; supporting women’s
activism, fighting social inequalities and restoring
human rights as a fundamental value, were among
the key priorities identified at national and regional
level.
Finally, given the transversality of the challenges
spelled out at the meeting, parliamentarians agreed
to organize a series of thematic workshops building
on a structured exchange of best practices and lessons learned on specific issues, including the recent programmes of de-radicalization and reintegration of
women and children returning from war zones. They also unanimously expressed the need to reinforce
further the parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 Dialogue, by associating PAM to other sectors of the 5+5
Dialogue, including thematic meetings dedicated to economy, culture and defence, as already decided at
the previous parliamentary meeting of the 5+5 Dialogue held in Marseille in 2016.
In accordance with the established practice, the parliamentary meeting of the 5+5 took place on the eve of
the 14th Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the 5+5
Dialogue, held on 21 January. PAM attended and contributed at
the ministerial conference at the kind invitation of the Algerian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Abdelkader Messahel. The
PAM delegation, composed by President Hon. Pedro Roque,
Vice-President Sen. Tahar Kellil, and Secretary General Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, attended the ministerial event, where they
presented the recommendations resulting from the parliamentary
meeting. The ministerial Forum represented an excellent opportunity for PAM delegates to share views with, among others, the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Algeria, France, Italy, Libya,
Malta, Portugal and the EU Commissioner.
The ministers' discussions focused on inclusive, shared, and sustainable economic development, youth
employment, and migration, the latest developments in Libya, the Sahel, Syria, Iraq, and the Middle East,
as well as terrorism and the fight against radicalisation. //
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PAM DELEGATIONS
ON 3 ELECTORIAL OBSERVATION MISSIONS
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS EGYPT — The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) considered the

Egyptian electoral process as very effective and transparent on the occasion of the Presidential elections in Egypt. The PAM
high-level delegation was composed of PAM President, Hon. Pedro Roque, Hon. Alain Perea, member
of the French National Assembly, and Ms. Fatima
Khachi, from the PAM Secretariat.
The delegation was received by the H.E. Judge
Lasheen Ibrahim, President of the National Elections
Authority, who provided a detailed briefing on the
rules and procures of the electoral process. From his
side, the PAM President congratulated the Judge for
the elections, expressing the full support of PAM to
the democratic process. He also praised the attention
paid to gender equality in the composition of the Executive Body of the Authority.
On 26, 27, and 28 of March, the PAM observers conducted a number of spot checks in Cairo and the region, in particular in Zamalek, Giza, Shobra, Imbaba,
Gezira Island, Mit Rahina.
The PAM delegation also met Ambassador Hamdi
Loza, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs responsible for the electoral process abroad, with whom key Mediterranean issues
were also discussed. The threat of terrorism facing the region and the need to have a common approach were highlighted. Hon
Roque stressed, in this regard, the centrality of the Egyptian role on the international scene, and its value for the security and
stability of the region in general. He further recalled the unique role of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in representing Egypt at
PAM meetings when there was no parliament in the country.//
PAM EXPRESSES SATISFACTION FOR THE VOTING PROCESS IN TURKEY — A PAM election observer mission
was deployed to Istanbul from 23 to 25 June, at the invitation of the Turkish authorities. The delegation included
MPs from Algeria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Morocco,
Tunisia and the PAM Secretary General.
The PAM team visited six polling stations in different
districts of the Great Istanbul area. PAM observers assessed in positive terms the election process, both in
regard to the role of officials and political parties’ representatives serving and managing, in a professional manner, the voting, counting and tabulation processes, as
foreseen by the provisions of the electoral law.
The PAM observer team, which was granted free and
unimpeded access to all the polling stations visited, noted that all technical provisions of the electoral law were
adhered to in terms of procedures and equipment, to
guarantee the effective identification and registration of
voters, as well as the secrecy of the voting process itself.
The PAM team particularly appreciated the direct association to the voting process of the representatives of all
political parties, and citizens at large, who were present
throughout the voting day in all phases of the process, which contributed to its transparency. PAM delegates also noted the
good gender balance in the composition of the electoral committees.
The polling stations, observed by the PAM team, had opened on time and all followed the standard procedures.
The PAM observers were free to talk to and ask questions, clarifications and collect information from the members of the local
electoral committees, political parties’ representatives, citizens and law enforcement officials, who facilitated the task of the
PAM team when needed, in those occasions when the officials of the electoral committees were not aware of the presence of
international electoral observers in the country.
In the course of the visit, PAM delegates had also the opportunity to meet and exchange views with representatives of the international press covering the elections day.
The special arrangements made to facilitate the voting of elderly and disabled people were also appreciated.//
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PAM ELECTION OBSERVATION MISSION IN BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA — The Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean (PAM) has deployed an Election Monitoring Mission (EOM) to observe the General Elections in BosniaHerzegovina (BiH) on 7 October 2018. The delegation included Hon. Badreddine Abdelkafi, Vice-President of the Tunisian
Parliament and Hon. Ammar Moussi, Member of the National Assembly of Algeria, accompanied by the staff of the PAM Secretariat.
The PAM delegation observed the activities of the Municipal/City Election Commission and of the polling stations in the three phases of the process: distribution of
the polling material; voting; and counting of ballots. After receiving a list of 988
polling stations in Sarajevo and surrounding area, the PAM delegation prepared an
itinerary, which allowed the team to visit different areas of Sarajevo, Mostar and
Ilijaš Municipalities.
The PAM delegates also attended the Seminar for international observers, organized
by the Central Election Commission (CEC) of BiH, at the Parliamentary Assembly
in Sarajevo. International delegates were welcomed by Dr Branko Petrićbriefed,
President of the of the BiH CEC, and were briefed by members of the Commission
on the preparations for the 2018 General Elections, the Election system of BiH, the
Election Day and the rights and obligations of the international observers.
During Election Day, the PAM team was able to follow the process without restrictions and were free to move and choose the polling stations to visit. They were
warmly welcomed and received also explanations and clarifications they sought on
location.
While considering the voting process generally positively the PAM delegates have
also submitted a number of recommendations aimed at improving transparency and
practical issues.//

PAM stands to support, promote and advocate for the respect of human rights
in the Euro-Mediterranean region
The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) hosted on 21-22 June a high-level meeting of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, in parallel to the works of the 38 th Session of the UN Human Rights Council
in Geneva.
Senior officials of the OHCHR, from HQ and the field, in the course of a unique gathering, updated PAM delegates on the current status of the implementation of the fundamental instruments and mechanisms relevant to Human Rights in the region under the
mandate of PAM, and portrayed an unprecedented situation where the critical role of
parliamentarians is called upon to assert the obligation of all States towards their respect.
Debates focused on the present status of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) for PAM
Member States, the specific situation in Tunisia, Libya and Syria, the trends in the European Union, as well as the current stage of negotiations for the adoption of the UN
Global Compact on Migration and Refugees.
Individual sessions dealt with counter-terrorism, mass displacement of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants, freedom of expression, preventing and countering violent extremism, freedom of religion in connection with blasphemy and apostasy, individual and collective rights, respect of the rule of law, and the special procedures related to Mandate Holders and Rapporteurs.
Over 40 delegates representing PAM national Parliaments, the European Parliament, observer NGOs and international experts
had the opportunity to confront on real cases and were able to define a roadmap for a detailed structured cooperation and partnership between PAM and OHCHR aimed at addressing, as a matter of urgency, the growing number of challenges to the correct and unimpeded application of Human Rights instruments under threat due to the current climate of political, security and
socio-economic uncertainty prevailing in the region, and the national agendas associated to them.
The measures agreed as pillars of this exceptional partnership build on dedicated study tours for newly elected PAM MPs, specific hearings in connection with the various cycles of national UPR, including follow-up on the recommendations addressed
by the High Commissioner to the individual countries, advocacy campaigns in relation to thematic and/or country reports, as
well as strengthened interaction among PAM, civil society and OHCHR.
As an immediate target, PAM committed to operate as a catalyst in the Euro-Mediterranean region to promote and adopt, independently from other entities, the “Principles on Parliaments and human rights”, as recommended in the annex to the report A/
HRC/38/25, presented by OHCHR to the 38th HRC Session, which specifically requests national and regional parliaments to
fully assume their responsibility in this regard.//
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PAM: Lack of consistency in current national legislations
needs immediate action for sustainable cooperation in criminal and terrorist matters
Parliamentarians were reminded of their duty to continue to respond to the threat of terrorism as it
evolves, through timely legislative measures, This was the message of Hon. Mohamed Alami (Morocco)
on behalf of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) at the 5 th Summit of Speakers
and 14th Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean, held in
Cairo, on 28-29 April 2018.
The PAM delegation included also
PAM Secretary General, Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, and PAM President Emeritus, Mr. Mohamed
Abou Elenein.
Hon. Alami added that parliamentarians must pursue these changes
through
timely
legislative
measures, in accordance with the
relevant Resolutions of the UN
Security Council, such as 2178 on
the FTFs, and 2396 on the threat of
returnees and the importance of
deradicalisation of fighters and
their families.
He referred to current priorities,
such as the issue of returnees and
relocators, prevention of the use of
internet and social media to radicalise and to continue the recruitment of fragile segments of youth, and countering the financing of terrorism. “These are key issues requiring strong legislative action to enable our governments to be effective in
the fight against this threat”. Hon. Alami added.
The Moroccan parliamentarian also stressed the critical importance of reviewing existing legislation of
the countries of the region to allow for solid and sustainable international cooperation in criminal matters,
since there is currently a lack of consistency in the legislation among different countries.
Hon. Mohamed Abou Elenein also addressed the participants during the plenary session and called on the
Member States to address terrorism and the countries that support and finance it.
The session ended with the adoption of the declaration of the Presidents and the handing over of the presidency of PA-UFM to the European Parliament, which will focus its work on Migration.
PAM delegates also paid an official visit to the Secretary General of the League of Arab States, H.E. Mr.
Ahemd Aboul Gheit, for the accreditation of President Mohamed Abou Elenein as PAM Ambassador and
Permanent Representative to the LAS.//
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ONGOING COOPERATION BETWEEN PAM, UN AND EU TO
STRENGTHEN LEGAL FRAMEWORKS TO COMBAT RADICALISATION
The important role of parliamentarians in the fight
against terrorism was highlighted by the Secretary
General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, at the
OSCE Conference on Counterterrorism, held in
Rome on 10-11 May 2018.
The event brought together top global and national
level experts mandated to combat the threat of terrorism from the 57 OSCE participating states, including
from four PAM MENA countries.
Amb. Piazzi addressed the conference during the first
session dedicated to international cooperation. The
PAM Secretary General underscored the need to adopt
harmoniously UN Security Council resolutions into
national legislations across countries in order to facilitate international cooperation to counter this threat. He further highlighted
the ongoing cooperation between PAM the UN and the EU on strengthening the legal frameworks to combat the phenomenon
of foreign fighters and radicalization.
To sustain its work with the UN, PAM will also organize, jointly with the Pan-African parliament, a large parliamentary conference hosted by the Parliament of Turkey next November, looking at the legislative strategies and policies of mass migrations, security and terrorism, as these are issues, which are interconnected and are of critical importance to the EuroMediterranean and the Sahel regions. The national parliaments of the CIS region will be invited to attend.
The meeting in Rome focused on the latest evolution of the terrorist threat, which is posed by returning foreign fighters who
survived the military and territorial losses suffered by ISIS and similar groups on the battlefields of Syria, Libya and Iraq.
Enhanced information-sharing, border security, ongoing cyber recruitment and propaganda, human rights-compliant rehabilitation and reintegration programmes were highlighted as the key measures needed to address the return or relocation of the foreign fighters and their families.
The conference represented an excellent opportunity for bilateral meetings with national, UN and EU counterparts, as well as
representatives of the Italian and Norwegian parliaments.//

Further discussions held for Russia to join
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean
The role of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) as the key platform of the Euro-Mediterranean region
for parliamentary dialogue was discussed during a meeting between the PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, and
H.E. Vladimir Malygin, Ambassador of the Russian Federation to Malta. The meeting was held at the Russian Embassy in
Malta on 21 May 2018.
The mission of PAM was highlighted especially in light of the number of conflicts and security challenges, which the region is
facing. The two ambassadors exchanged views on the issue of returning foreign fighters, as both the Mediterranean and CIS
regions are highly affected by this phenomenon.
Ambassador Piazzi went through the work that PAM is conducting on this issue in cooperation with the UN, with particular
attention on the nexus between migration and security issues. With regards to terrorism, PAM will organize a meeting in Turkey in November. On this issue PAM wishes to associate also the Russian parliament and national parliaments of Central Asian
countries.
In addition to the long-standing friendly and fruitful cooperation between PAM and Russia, the process of Russia to join PAM
as an Associate Member was also discussed, with both sides agreeing to continue working towards this goal in time for the next
PAM Plenary Session, which is to be held in Serbia next February. The upcoming Moscow Forum on Parliamentarism was also
mentioned in light of PAM participating with a high-level delegation led by PAM President, Hon. Pedro Roque of Portugal.//
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UNIQUE ROLE OF PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLIES IN THE E
STABLISHMENT OF EFFECTIVE REGIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORKS TO COMBAT TERRORISM—PAM PRESIDENT HON. ROQUE

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) was among the international organizations
participating at the High-level International Forum “Development of Parliamentarism” organized by
the Russian State Duma in Moscow on 4-5 June 2018.
PAM was represented by President Hon. Pedro Roque of Portugal, President Emeritus Sen. Francesco
Amoruso of Italy, Hon. Klodiana Spahiu of Albania and the Secretariat.
The Forum brought together parliamentarians from over 90 countries, 20 Presidents and Vice-Presidents
of national and international parliaments, as well as a number of senior experts to debate the role that parliamentary diplomacy plays in today’s international relations and how to further strengthen cooperation
among parliaments around the world. Throughout the conference there was consensus among the participants about the critical role of parliamentary diplomacy in addressing current global challenges.
President Roque addressed the Forum at the closing ceremony. In his statement, he highlighted concrete
examples of successful parliamentary diplomatic efforts achieved by PAM as a regional platform, such as
keeping a continuous and productive dialogue between Israeli and Palestinian delegations; offering good
offices between European Institutions and the Parliament of Syria; promoting the process of national reconciliation in Libya; as well as supporting the efforts of the international community to commit Syrian
senior officials to facilitate the unimpeded delivery of urgent humanitarian assistance to civilians in conflict areas.
The PAM delegates also actively participated in several roundtables and thematic sessions. In his address
at the session on security, President Roque highlighted the role of parliamentary assemblies in the establishment of effective regional legal frameworks to combat terrorism. He noted that, through the joint work
of PAM with key UN offices mandated to combat international terrorism, the need had been noted for
greater synergy among national legislations to facilitate effective international cooperation on counterterrorism, violent extremism and radicalization. He added that this is best achieved through ensuring that
national laws are in line with the provisions of relevant UN instruments, such as the recent UN Security
Council Resolution 2396 on the returning of foreign fighters and deradicalisation. PAM delegates also
held a number of fruitful bilateral meetings with representatives of the Russian Duma, Heads of regional
parliamentary
organisations,
and
Presidents
of
national
parliaments
to
discuss the strengthening of ongoing and future cooperation with PAM in areas of common interests.//
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OSCE Ministers highlight the importance of Security and Cooperation in
the Mediterranean at their 25th Council Meeting
The 25th Ministerial Council of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) took place in Milan on 6-7 December
2018, hosted by the Italian Chairmanship, under the leadership of
Foreign Minister Enzo Moavero Milanesi.
At the Council, delegates discussed a comprehensive range of security
issues relevant to the OSCE region, which spans from Vancouver to
Vladivostok, and includes 57 participating States, plus a consistent number of partners and observers.
While not all sessions could reach consensus, the conference addressed
many strategic issues, namely Terrorism, the Western Balkans, Violence
against women, the role of Youth, Trafficking of children, particularly
unaccompanied minors and, of specific importance for PAM in view of
its own future activities, Security and Migration, and Developments in
the Mediterranean.
PAM participated in the event with a high-level delegation composed of
President Hon. Pedro Roque, Secretary General Ambassador Sergio
Piazzi and President Emeritus Sen. Francesco Amoruso. The PAM delegates followed actively the interventions of the ministers, as many of the
issues discussed are relevant to the ongoing work of the Assembly and
its three Standing Committees.
Additionally, the OSCE Council represented an excellent opportunity
for PAM delegates to meet and discuss with many representatives from OSCE States and partners, and participating international and regional organizations, to strengthen cooperation.
In Milan, the OSCE Chairmanship was transferred from Italy to Slovakia, and Foreign Minister Miroslav Lajčák will lead the organization in
2019. PAM delegates congratulated personally Minister Lajčák, as he and the Assembly have already enjoyed an excellent cooperation during his Presidency of the 72nd United Nations General Assembly.//

The Black Sea and the Mediterranean have many
challenges in common – Hon. Roberta Alma Anastase
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean attended the Fifty-Second Plenary
Session of the PABSEC General Assembly, which was held in Yerevan, on 27-28 November 2018, upon the invitation of the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia. The Yerevan Session was attended by the parliamentary delegations of Albania,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia,
Turkey and Ukraine.
The PAM delegation was made up of Hon. Roberta Alma Anastase (Romania) and member of the Syrian parliamentary delegation, namely Hon. Dr. Ashwaq Abbas, Hon.
Maher Khayata, Hon. Dr. Nora Arissian, Hon. MHD Jallal Darwish.
Addressing the Session on behalf of PAM, Hon. Anastase underscored the cooperation
between PABSEC and PAM recalling that challenges are global and must be addressed
in a collective and comprehensive way. “All members of ours societies must give their
contribution, and that is where inter-parliamentary relations can be effective: by exchanging information, lessons learned and best practises.
In particular, PAM could implement some effective measures that PABSEC has adopted and put in place, and vice versa”, Hon. Anastase
added.
PAM follows the initiatives of PABSEC with great attention and contributes because the Black Sea and the Mediterranean regions have many
points in common: not only do they have some countries in common, but most importantly they face the same challenges. For this reason, a
fruitful cooperation based on exchange of information and constant involvement in each other’s activities becomes crucial.
“Parliamentary diplomacy has gained an increasingly important role in multilateral and international relations for a very simple reason: it has
proven to be effective in several domains. PAM strongly believes in the effectiveness of joining forces, and looks forward to further progress
also in its cooperation with PABSEC in the near future”, Hon. Anastase concluded.//
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PAM - An excellent platform for international seminar on the
UN Protocol against firearms
PAM Roving Ambassador and Senior Advisor on Counterterrorism, Amb. Jean-Paul
Laborde, represented PAM at the International Conference on Countering Illicit
Arms Trafficking in the Context of
Fighting International Terrorism, organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Russian Federation, and held in Moscow on 3-4 September 2018.
The conference, which brought together 132
participants from 25 countries and 10 international organisations, focused on strengthening international cooperation to stop illegal arms from reaching the hands of terrorist
groups.
Speaking on behalf of PAM, Amb. Laborde,
recalling the unique contribution by the Assembly to the global effort on Counter Terrorism, raised a
number of specific issues related to the nexus of illegal arms trafficking, terrorism, and transnational
crime. He highlighted a number of concrete examples of this interconnection, such as the destabilisation
of the Sahel region by terrorist groups using weapons stolen in Libya, and the sharp rise of weapon smuggling in 2013 between Syria and neighbouring countries, which was linked directly with a massive increase in ISIS activity of that same year.
He went on to highlight that while the link between arms trafficking, transnational criminal groups, and
terrorism is quite evident, the international cooperation in criminal matters to tackle these issues comprehensively is still not adequate.
He indicated two key reasons for this. At the national level, counter-terrorism units of law enforcement
agencies are not the same as anti-organised crime units, because of the so-called political aspect of terrorism. Additionally, at the international level, the conventions and protocols against these activities are also
different.
As a concrete tool to reinforce international cooperation on this matter, he
emphasised the benefits of the “Protocol against illicit manufacturing and
trafficking in firearms”, which is an addition to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (TOC). At this time, the
protocol still has a reduced number of ratifications compared to other
TOC instruments, and that unfortunately there are political and technical
hesitation to enforce this instrument.
Recalling the address by PAM Secretary General at a side event of the UN
General Assembly on links between transitional crime and terrorism in
Africa, he proposed that the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, as already done for other international instruments, should and could
represent an excellent platform to hold a dedicated seminar on the use of
this Protocol and other instruments to address this issue. Such a meeting
would be coordinated closely with UN CTED, UNODC, and UN OCT, as
the key agencies mandated to tackle the issues of both terrorism and transnational crime, and such an event could further promote dialogue between
parliamentarians, law enforcement representatives, UN and EU experts,
prosecutors and the judiciary, to exchange views and strategies on the use
of international instruments to fight arms trafficking and terrorism.//
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PAM to build on the outcome of the Bali Conference on Sustainable Development to enhance debate among Mediterranean MPs
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated at the 2nd World Parliamentary Forum on
“Sustainable Development Partnership Towards Sustainable Energies for All”, held in Bali on 12-13 September and hosted
by the Parliament of Indonesia. Parliamentarians from 46 countries attended the event.
The Bali event targeted specific sub-topics which are fundamental to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, such as cities development, education and technology and the role of women.
PAM was represented by Vice President Hon. Bilal Qasem, who addressed the conference and underlined the long standing
commitment that the Assembly has always attached to the issue of sustainable development, since its establishment.
Hon. Qasem recalled the many initiatives carried out by PAM on topics related to sustainable development, such as climate
change, renewable energy, waste management, food security and transport.
In his conclusions, Hon. Qasem reaffirmed PAM’s intention to give its contribution in the international arena, and stated that
PAM will build on the main outcome of the Bali event to trigger an open, fruitful debate among Mediterranean MPs in order
to “contributing to make concrete steps ahead on the path of sustainable development, from all perspectives, keeping in mind
that sustainable development is a multi-faceted issue which requires a comprehensive, multi-subject approach”.
In the document released at the end of the conference, parliamentarians committed themselves to do their utmost to raise
awareness on the importance of the SDGs 2030 and affirm their intention to follow up the outcomes of the event at a national
level, as well as to establish the adequate mechanism, within their national parliaments, to work closely in cooperation with
governments.
In particular the parliamentarians agreed to:
Scale up efforts to raise awareness among parliaments in each participating countries on the importance of SDGs achievement;
Establish the necessary mechanism to work closely with the government and other stakeholders to ensure the effective parliamentary functions on legislation, budgeting, and oversight in accordance with the national SDGs roadmap; Take follow up
actions to the outcomes of WPFSD both at the national and international levels in partnership with other parliamentarians, development partners, and relevant stakeholders; Continue regular holdings of WPFSD as the key global parliamentarian forum
to facilitate exchange of views, knowledge, and best practices towards the achievement of SDGs 2030.

PAM’s Parliamentary Diplomacy a vital element in challenges facing the Mediterranean
- Hon. Dragica Roščić
Parliamentarians from the Euro-Mediterranean region together with international organizations, high-level national officials, and top experts in the field of security gathered in Dubrovnik on 6 November 2018, for the parliamentary conference dedicated to “Building democratic security in the Mediterranean: common challenges, shared responsibility”.
The meeting was organized by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
and the Croatian Parliament.
The discussion focused on the role of parliamentarians in fostering “democratic security”
which is a comprehensive approach rooted in resilient democratic institutions, independent
judiciary, strong civil society, and robust freedoms of expression and association among others.
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) was represented by the Head of the
Croatian Delegation to PAM, Hon. Dragica Roščić, who addressed the meeting during the First
Session dedicated to “Challenges to the stability in the Mediterranean”.
During this session the discussion centred on how to respond to a number of challenges, including combating terrorism, migration crisis management and human rights protection, and how to find solutions to ensure peace and
prosperity for all Mediterranean countries. The participants agreed that despite the many threats in the Mediterranean there is a need
for joint action in preserving peace and stability, because the security of Europe also depends on the security of its neighbouring countries.
In her speech Hon. Roščić focused on the conflicts in Syria and Libya, and to the long standing Israeli-Palestinian crisis, as the key
sources of instability in the region. She further outlined the efforts of PAM to utilize parliamentary diplomacy to support the efforts of
national reconciliation in Libya and Syria, which include constitutional reforms and inclusive and transparent elections.
On the situation in the Middle East, she further highlighted the valuable role of parliamentary diplomacy, which has allowed PAM to
respond to a request for assistance by the UN, and facilitate the dispatch of medical aid to Gaza, by working with its delegates from
Israel and Palestine.
She concluded referring to the challenges posed to the region by violent extremism, radicalization, returning Foreign Terrorist Fighters and Mass Migrations.//
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PAM President calls for immediate resumption
of the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process
PAM President, Hon. Pedro Roque and Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi participated at the 27th
Conference of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union, held at the Egyptian Parliament in Cairo, on 5
April 2018. The Conference addressed the current Arab situation; political, social, financial and economic affairs and parliamentary relations.
In his statement, the PAM President congratulated President Sisi on the favourable
outcome of the Presidential elections and
expressed to the people of Egypt his satisfaction for the transparency of the electoral
process, as testified by the PAM’s observation mission during the presidential elections.
Hon. Roque then called on all participants
to join forces to ensure that the PalestinianIsraeli peace process is resumed in a concrete way in full respect of the UN Security
Council Resolutions, the Oslo Peace Agreements and the Arab Initiative. He continued by stressing the common challenges that PAM and the Arab
IPU member countries share, such as socio economic issues, security, the fight against terrorism, as well
as violent extremisms, mass migrations, and climate change. Hon Roque concluded by inviting the Arab
IPU to sign a MoU with PAM in order to formalize the already existing relations and cooperation between
the two Assemblies.
The conference was also be attended by the President of the Arab Parliamentary Union, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco, Habib Al Malki, the Speaker of the Egyptian
Council of Representatives, Dr. Ali Abdel-Al, and the speakers of the parliaments, councils and heads of
regional and international organizations.
The final statement issued at the end of the conference affirmed the centrality of the Palestinian issue
for all Arab nations, reiterating their support for the Palestinian people in order to establish an independent State in accordance with the international resolutions and agreements. The statement also
stressed the importance of fighting against terrorism in all its forms in the Arab countries, and the support to the Arab countries hosting refugees, and indicated constructive dialogue as a way to resolve disputes and conflicts.
On the margins of the conference, the PAM delegation held bilateral meetings with the Secretary General
of the Egyptian Parliament, the Councilor Ahmed Saad Eddin Mohamed, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives of Morocco and President of the Arab IPU, H.E. Hon. Habib El Malki. The two sides discussed proposals for further cooperation between PAM and the PA-UfM, especially in light of the convergence of the goals of both organizations and the participation of many Mediterranean and European countries in their respective memberships, as well as proposals concerning the establishment of the Permanent
Secretariat of the PA-UfM.//
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PAM representative Olivera Ognjanović stresses importance of youth in parliamentary process
The Fifth IPU Global Conference of Young Parliamentarians took place on 14-15 December
2018, in Baku Azerbaijan. The event brought together members of parliament from around the
world to discuss strategies to promote sustainability and protect the interests of future generations.
Young legislators covered a number of important topics
during their debates, including environmental protection,
sustainable development and consumption, investments
in education to address the needs of future job markets,
and the role of youth participation in parliamentary processes. PAM was represented
by Hon. Olivera Ognjanović (Serbia). In her interventions, she expressed the importance that PAM places on Youth, namely education, labour market, vocational training, inter-cultural dialogue and sustainable development. She noted that the role of
youth, as a key stakeholder, is indispensable on issues of peace, security, prevention
of violent extremism, championing human rights, and mitigating climate change.
She further recalled a PAM resolution recommending the adoption of a Carbon Added Tax (CAT), which was unanimously adopted by PAM on the eve of the Paris
Climate Summit in 2015. The CAT is a concrete legislative strategy designed to discourage the use of fossil fuels and promote better research and development efforts
aimed at making new eco-friendly technologies emerge quickly.//

PAM Secretary General stresses role of Parliamentary Diplomacy in
the Euro-Mediterraean region
Senior military officers together with representatives from some of the highest levels of the European
and NATO institutional, academic and industrial sectors participated at the TechNet Europe Conference 2018, with the theme “Challenging the Situational Awareness on the Sea – from Sensors to Analytics”. The event took place on took place on 6-7 November in Naples, Italy and was organized by
AFCEA Europe, under the patronage of the Italian Ministry of Defense.
With regards to PAM of particular interest were the presentations about the Strategic Vision of the Italian
Defence about the Euro-Mediterranean region, and those about the NATO's Adaptation Process and the
EU as a Global Security Provider.
PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, was among the key-note speakers during the high-level segment. In his speech, he focused on the role of parliamentary diplomacy in relation to ongoing crises in
the Euro-Mediterranean region.
Amb. Piazzi highlighted that the Mediterranean basin is a space of strategic significance to the entire
northern hemisphere. Security in the Mediterranean
is complex and closely related to the solution of
lasting regional conflicts, mass migrations, terrorism, transnational crime, trade wars, economic and
commercial integration. Within this context, there is
a strong need for increased international cooperation
and coherence at the policy level.
He further noted that the role of international parliaments is critical, and PAM works to bring policymakers together with a wide array of international and
regional stakeholders to address challenges and opportunities.
The event further served as an opportunity for PAM to strengthen its understanding of and cooperation
with a number of European security actors, namely the JFC Naples Southern Hub.//
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