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The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean

The Parliamentary Assembly of
the Mediterranean is the forum
where the Parliaments of the
region come together and
operate to reach those common
objectives towards the creation
of the best political, social,
economic and cultural
environment and conditions for
the fellow citizens of the member
states.
PAM is a regional interstate
organization, an Observer at the
General Assembly of the United
Nations and with a specific
international juridical status. The
Assembly plays a fundamental
role as an organization whose
activities are firmly rooted as a
complementary asset to the work
of other regional and
international bodies entrusted
with the responsibility to foster
security, stability and peace in
the Mediterranean.

- 5+5 Dialogue PAM parliamentarians submit
recommendations to the Forum of Ministers
for Foreign Affairs
The 6th High level Meeting of parliaments of the "5+5 Dialogue" member States
took place in Marseille, on 27th-28th October, generously hosted by the French
National Assembly, on the occasion of the 5+5 Dialogue Meeting of Foreign
Affairs Ministers. This Forum brings together Algeria, Spain, France, Italy,
Libya, Malta, Morocco, Mauritania, Portugal and Tunisia.
The Parliamentary debate, organised and coordinated by the Secretariat of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), discussed the parliamentary
dimension of the main topics raised during the parallel "5+5 Dialogue" Ministerial
meeting. Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco) and Hon. Michel Vauzelle (France)
opened the Meeting of the parliamentarians.
The parliamentarians, following a series of round tables on the current issues facing
the Mediterranean, agreed on a final document with a number of recommendations,
which were presented, during an ad hoc meeting, to the co-Presidents of the 5+5
Dialogue Forum, namely, the French Foreign Minister, Jean-Marc Ayraut and the
Moroccan Foreign Minister Salaheddine Mezouar.
On Libya, the delegates underscored the need for further national dialogue and a
political solution, and the need to safeguard the national integrity of the country,
while stressing the urgency to assist Libya to build its own institutions, also with the

Through PAM, political dialogue
and understanding between the
Member States and their citizens,
is strengthened and this is
achieved, notably, by:
Fostering and building
confidence among
Mediterranean States;
Guaranteeing regional security,
stability and promoting peace;
Consolidating the endeavours of
Mediterranean States;
Presenting opinions and
recommendations to national
parliaments and governments,
regional organizations and
international fora.
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PAM AND IPA CIS
sign MoU in St. Petersburg
Sen. Francesco Amoruso, Honorary President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), accompanied by PAM Secretary General, Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, addressed fellow parliamentarians on the occasion of the 45th Plenary Session of the Interparliamentary
Assembly of the CIS Member Nations, held in St. Petersburg on 24-25 November 2016.

help of parliamentary diplomacy, including through the
collaboration of PAM and the UN Special Representative.
The fight against terrorism and possibly its eradication, depend
mostly on socio-economic development, with a focus to reduce
extremism, marginalisation and precariousness.
With regards to the situation in the Middle East and its
repercussions on the 5+5 region, the delegates highlighted the
issue of the Syrian refugees and the need to relaunch the
Middle East Peace Process, with the aim to achieve the two
State solution, backed by the international community. The
threat represented by ISIS terrorists abandoning Mosul and
Rakka, and their probable return to the countries of origin, was
highlighted.
On the economic front, a number of proposals were once again
mentioned, such as the establishment of a regional free trade
zone, access to funding by SMEs and TPEs, the role of a
Mediterranean Energy community, and the regional economic
integration through a Union of the Great Maghreb.

This event represented an opportunity to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding between the two Assemblies aimed at structuring
the excellent cooperation already existing between the two. The
document was signed by the IPA CIS President, Ms. Valentina
Matviyenko (Speaker of the Federation Council of Russia) and
Sen. Amoruso on behalf of the PAM President, Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh of Morocco.
The PAM delegation also held a number of bilateral meetings
including with the President of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC),
Hon. Maja Gojkovic , Speaker of the parliament of Serbia, the
Secretary General of PABSEC Mr. Asaf Hajiyev, and with the
IPA CIS Secretary General Mr. Alexey Sergeev.
PAM Secretary General addressed the Permanent Commission on
Political Issues and International Cooperation. He conveyed a
specific request by the CTED of the UN Security Council, expressed on the occasion of a meeting held in New York at the
margins of the 71st Session of the UN General Assembly. In particular, CTED has requested PAM to mobilise the support of central Asia republics in joining efforts in the implementation of the
relevant UN SC Resolutions to counter terrorism and Foreign
Terrorist Fighters. All delegates of the IPA CIS political committee welcomed the invitation and agreed to cooperate as well as to
contribute to the meeting, which PAM and the UN will jointly
organise in Rome on 23-24 March 2017. Furthermore, the Chair
of the Committee informed that IPA CIS itself will organise a
meeting on the same subject on 28 March at which the outcome of
the Rome meeting will be used to launch its own debate.

Particular attention was dedicated to unemployment and youth,
suggesting a better link between skills, training and business
requirements, which could be achieved through the setting up
of a professional tool connecting universities and enterprises in
the Northern and Southern shores of the Mediterranean.

With regards to climate change, the 5+5 parliamentarians
pinned their hopes on the COP22 Conference which
represented an opportunity to implement the Paris Agreement.
In the recommendations the delegates undertook to support and
accompany the implementation of this agreement through all
necessary legislative tools.
The parliamentarians observed that the unprecedented scale of
the migration phenomenon has caught by surprise the capacity
of the single states, which has exposed the cultural and
political weakness of Europe in dealing with migration
collectively. The situation in the Sahel, and its implications for
the Mediterranean, will require dedicated attention by the
parliamentarians.
Finally, the delegates reiterated unanimously the need to further reinforce the parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 Dialogue
- Western Mediterranean Forum and agreed that PAM, given
its mission in the regional parliamentary dimension, should be
linked to all the activities related to the 5+5 Dialogue, including the environment, education, tourism and security.//

Sen. Amoruso made his speech at the inauguration ceremony of
the Plenary Session. The PAM Hon. President underscored the
fact that, although the two regions are geographically distant, they
share the same challenges as far as the major current international
issues, such as the fight against terrorism and violent extremism,
migration, climate change, youth unemployment, are concerned.
Sen. Amoruso referred to the agreement signed between the two
Assemblies and said that such synergies come at a time when the
need is felt to promote a wider area of economic cooperation
among the countries of the Eurasian area and the Mediterranean.
“It is also clear that like Europe and the Mediterranean, also Africa must participate in this process, and this is not a choice but a
definite requisite”, Sen. Amoruso said.//
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PAM SHARES ITS VISION AT THE
UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE COP 22/CMP 12
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean represented by a delegation lead by President, Senator Lhou Lmarbough, participated at the United Nations Climate Change Conference COP 22/CMP 12, held on 7–18 November 2016 in
Marrakech, Morocco. The PAM delegation included Hon. Nathalie Amoratti-Blanc, Head of the Monaco Delegation to
PAM and Hon. Klodiana Spahiu (Albania).
In his address to the COP 22/CMP 12 High Level Segment, the PAM President underlined the need to see the national parliaments of the world, individually and collectively, transform the decisions of Paris and the resolutions of Marrakech into
concrete and applicable legislative measures. “Parliamentarians must also play their
role of monitoring public policies and respecting their governments' commitments to
tackle climate change”, Sen. Lmarbouh added.
The Mediterranean is an area that is highly vulnerable to climate change and is already affected by critical impacts on water, the economy, food security and migration. The PAM President stressed that climate migration is already affecting the
region. Through its debates, PAM has established that the Sahel and sub-Saharan
Africa are now regarded as regions of immediate proximity to the Mediterranean,
and consequently, Africa as a whole, is involved with our region.
During the conference, the PAM delegation also attended several side-events, which dealt with the reduction of fossil fuels,
urban planning and the impact of climate change on health.
Furthermore, at the margins of the COP, the PAM President held a bilateral meeting with the President of the Pan-African Parliament, Hon. Roger Nkodo Dang. During the meeting, it was highlighted that Marrakech must be considered as the COP of
action, where the decisions taken in Paris are confirmed and implemented. The PAP and PAM agreed that common challenges,
such as water management, migration management and urban planning, must be faced together, especially in the countries that
are members of both organization in North Africa. While it was agreed that African countries need more help by developed
countries in terms of know-how and technologies in their transition to a green development process it was equally important to
push European institutions to focus more on Africa and the Mediterranean.//

PAM & PABSEC SHARE COMMON CHALLENGES
Hon. Marija Janjušević and Hon. Tijana Davidovac members of the Parliament of Serbia, represented the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) at the 48 th General Assembly of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation (PABSEC), held in Belgrade on 29 November – 1 December 2016.

Hon Davidovac took the floor on behalf of PAM and reiterated the importance of the
partnership with PABSEC, especially on those topics on which the two assemblies face
common challenges. “Cooperation becomes crucial, because only by sharing experiences, common and effective solutions can be found at a national and regional level”,
Hon. Davidovac said.
The Serb parliamentarian shared once again the interest of PAM in putting into practice
the idea of organizing a joint parliamentary meeting in order to tackle shared issues,
also in light of the Memorandum of Understanding signed by PAM and PABSEC secretaries general in November 2015.
PAM efforts aim at contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, and is convinced that Members of
Parliaments have a major role to play in this process, where all actors involved must give their contribution, since only through
joint and coordinated actions these ambitious objectives can be reached.

In line with the themes of the Assembly, Hon. Davidovac reminded the participants about the two upcoming events, namely,
the one in Rome on 15 December 2016, organised by PAM in cooperation with the Italian Senate and the Ministry of Religious
Affairs of Morocco, focusing on the fight against violent extremism through inter-religious dialogue, and the meeting in March
2017, organized at the request of the UN Security Council, aimed at evaluating how parliaments have received and transformed
into legislation the relevant UNSC resolutions on Foreign Terrorist Fighters.//
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PAM MPs ATTEND DEDICATED MEETING AND BRIEFING
AT THE EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean in conjunction with the European Court of Human Rights organized a
second Meeting on Human Rights for Members of Parliaments, which took place on 8-9 November 2016, at the Court
Headquarters in Strasbourg, France.
The meeting complemented the first PAM Induction Seminar on Human Rights, which was hosted by the United Nations Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), in Geneva, in June 2015, and gave the PAM parliamentary
delegates the opportunity to further familiarize with the international Human Rights Protection System, and the role of the European Court of Human Rights.
During the seminar, 25 PAM MPs, from Cyprus, Greece, Jordan, Morocco, Portugal, Tunisia and Turkey, were briefed by
high-level judges and lawyers of the Registry of the Court on the
practice and procedures followed by the Court in the case-law
with regard to terrorism, migration, freedom of expression and
freedom of religion. The presentations highly stimulated the
debate between the high-level experts from the Court and the
parlamentarians, who expressed their concerns about some of
the challenges faced by the region, and their commitment to take
a firmer stand on human rights, by formulating proposals for
actions at the national and regional level.

zi, in his welcoming speech.

“PAM MPs are always committed to give their contribution to
the implementation and support of international processes for
peace and stability in the Mediterranean region, with the aim of
advancing and safeguarding Human Rights, as it was reaffirmed
recently in Marseille on the occasion of the Parliamentary Meeting of the 5+5, West Mediterranean Group,”, stated Amb. Piaz-

The Court officials highlighted the importance of PAM’s presence, the first of its kind, and expressed appreciation at the approach PAM has taken vis-à-vis the relation between terrorism and human rights, as well as the fact that PAM was the only
international organization that had agreed on a working definition of “terrorism”.
Moreover, participants had the unique opportunity to attend the hearing of the Grand Chamber of the Court on the case Fábián
v. Hungary.
The parliamentary delegations had also the opportunity to meet and exchange views with a number of senior officials of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE). They briefed the PAM parliamentarians on the #NoHateNoFear
initiative launched by PACE President in June this year, in order to
encourage all actors in society to stand against the terrorist threat,
by refusing to succumb to hatred and fear.
On the margins of the event, PAM Secretary General held a bilateral meeting with H.E. Mr. Wojciech Sawicki, Secretary General of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, who later
also welcomed the PAM parliamentary delegates at the PACE
Headquarters and discussed the role of the MPs in the protection
and promotion of human rights.
In a comment at the end of the event, PAM Secretary General,
Amb. Sergio Piazzi, said that the seminar represented a further step
in strengthening the long standing cooperation with the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the European Court of
Human Rights.//
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PAM highlights parliaments’ role in migration flows legislation at
IOM Conference in Geneva
The Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean
(PAM), Amb. Sergio Piazzi, represented PAM President, Senator Lhou
Lmarbouh, together with Ambassador Gerhard Putman Cramer, PAM
Permanent Observer to the UN in Geneva, at the IOM Conference dedicated to
the International Dialogue on Migration (IDM) on Assessing progress in the
implementation of the migration-related SDGs, which took place on 11 - 12
October 2016. PAM’s participation took place within the framework of the
PAM/IOM cooperation agreement.
The PAM delegates addressed the session dealing with partnerships and
stakeholders, highlighting the unique role of national and international parliaments
as a key element of decision making processes, with regard to legislation and
international agreement dealing with migration flows.
Furthermore, as it has already been indicated by PAM President on the occasion of
the UN Summit on Migrants and Refugees, which took place on 19 September,
ahead of the 71st Session of the UN General Assembly, in New Yok, PAM
Secretary General underlined the new dimension of migration flows to and
through the Mediterranean. He covered key aspects such as human rights,
trafficking, climate change and security concerns. He also provided participants
with outcomes from recent debates within PAM, and information over future PAM
activities on the topic.
PAM also considered of particular interest the intervention by Mr. Jeffrey Sachs, Special Advisor to the UN Secretary-General
on the Sustainable Development Goals. Mr Sachs referred to the possibility to reach these goals in continents, which will see
their population, double between now and the end of the century. He also emphasized the unique role of education as the single
instrument to render the SDGs reachable under such demographic trends.
The IDM workshop addressed the implementation of the migration-related Goals from a holistic perspective, taking into
account the role of government at all levels, and the role of the private sector, civil society and international organizations –
which should be included in State-led Regional Consultative Processes on Migration and international processes. //

OSCE Mediterranean
Conference: PAM in favour of
Mediterranean Youth Parliament
UN Special Representative for Libya, Martin Kobler has
proposed a more participative role for young people through a
"Mediterranean Youth Parliament", on the occasion of the
OSCE Mediterranean Conference held in Vienna on 5-6
October 2016. The Conference focused on "Youth North and
South of the Mediterranean: Facing Security Challenges and
Enhancing Opportunities".
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), was
represented by the Hon. President, Senator Francesco Amoruso
(Italy), who commented favourably the proposal put forward by Mr. Kobler: “If we really want to overcome the current turmoil and
instability in the region, we must invest in our youth and instil in them a sense of ownership that goes beyond nationalisms and
stereotypes. A parliamentary forum where they gather freely is a positive step forward towards intercultural dialogue and mutual
understanding”.
The Conference provided a platform for exchanging views and experiences from North and South of the Mediterranean. OSCE
participating States and Mediterranean Partners, including PAM, had the opportunity to share best practices and lessons learnt as well
as formulating forward-looking recommendations in order to strengthen dialogue and enhance concrete opportunities for youth.//
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newly appointed Secretary of the Geneva
-based Intergovernmental Panel on
WMO and PAM meet in view of Climate Change (IPCC), Dr. Abdalah
the COP 22 Conference in Morocco Mokssit of Morocco.//
The World Meteorological Organisation
(WMO) and the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Mediterranean (PAM) continued to
strengthen their bilateral relations on the PAM Vice-president, Hon. Roque
occasion of a coordination meeting in at World Bank/IMF Parliamentary
Geneva on 18 October, between the PAM Network Event
Secretary General Amb. Sergio Piazzi, PAM
Permanent Observer Amb. Gerhard PutmanAssembly
of
the
Cramer, and the newly appointed Director of Parliamentary
Cabinet and External Relations Department Mediterranean (PAM) Vice-President
of WMO, Mr. Rob Masters.
and Chair of the Standing Committee on

The discussion, which follows also the
nomination of Mr. Petteri Taalas of Finland as
the new Secretary General of the WMO,
aimed at reinforcing the exemplary
collaboration between the two organizations
in view of the forthcoming COP 22
international conference in Marrakech on 717 November 2016.PAM and WMO enjoy a
long-standing partnership due to the
commitment of the Assembly to tackle in a
proactive manner climate change in the

Mediterranean basin and its effects on the
populations of the region and the Sahel.
The role of national parliaments in
support of the legislative efforts for the
sustainable economic and social progress
in line with the required implementation
of international agreements on climate
change
was
also
highlighted.
Furthermore, Mr. Masters expressed the
need for parliaments to provide the
necessary instruments and to support the
national agencies responsible for the
meteorological sector, which play a
fundamental role in disaster prevention
and other climate issues. Earlier this
year, PAM and the WMO had already
closely worked together in assisting the
Moroccan
Scientific
Committee
responsible for the MedCop Conference
in Tangier.A high level meeting between
PAM President, Sen. Lhou Lmharbou,
PAM Vice President and Rapporteur on
Climate change, Hon. Michel Vauzelle,
and the WMO Secretary General, has
been also scheduled to take place in
Marrakech at the margins of the COP
event.

Economic, Social and Environmental
Cooperation, Hon. Pedro Roque
(Portugal),
participated
at
the
Parliamentary Network Conference of legislative power that belongs to its
the World Bank and the International Parliaments”, Hon Roque said.
Monetary Fund. The event took place in
Washington on 3-6 October 2016.
In some economies of the Mediterranean
region, Hon Roque said, growth is still
weak and unsettled and needs to be
The parliamentary workshop at the
World Bank/IMF Annual Meetings stabilized, following the turmoil that took
engages Parliamentarians in a dialogue place in many countries of the region. In
this context, there are other elements of
on development and matters related to
potential instability, such as terrorism, as
the global economy, with discussions
between MPs, senior management, and well as the volatile price of oil, especially
technical or operational staff of the WB for those countries whose economy is not
diversified. Even on energy-related
and the IMF.
issues, PAM is strongly committed
because peace and security are strictly
Hon Roque contributed to the workshops related to economic and social
dedicated to the “IMF Country development.
Engagement - A Look Inside the IMF’s
Program Design to Support Member
Countries”, and “Migration, Conflict, and The parliamentary workshop at the
World Bank/IMF Annual Meetings
Displacement”.
engages Parliamentarians in a dialogue
on development and matters related to
In his intervention, the PAM VicePresident highlighted the privileged the global economy, with discussions
relation with the World Bank, recalling between MPs, senior management, and
that PAM is a unique forum for technical or operational staff of the WB
Parliaments of the Mediterranean region, and the IMF, meaning the people
working to improve the economic and responsible for designing and overseeing
social well-being of the region’s citizens. the
implementation of projects and
“For PAM, the World Bank and other policies.//
development partners need, to be fully
effective, strong parliaments in which
parliamentarians can fully exercise their
role. PAM is committed to support the
activities of the World Bank, through the

WMO will also organize a meeting
between PAM Secretary General and the
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PAM Vice President at NATO-PA
review of security challenges in the MENA region
Senator Emma Fattorini (Italy),
Vice President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) and President of the
PAM 3rd Standing Committee on
Dialogue among Civilisations and
Human
Rights,
addressed
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly
Joint Seminar of the Mediterranean
and Middle East Special Group,
hosted in Rome on 27-29 October
2016, by the two Chambers of the
Italian Parliament.

In her intervention, Sen. Fattorini
underscored the need for a number of
strategies to fight the threat of online
radicalisation promoted by Daesh
(ISIS), through a series of legislative
and juridical measures applicable at
both the national and regional level.
“In this area, institutions like PAM
and the NATO PA can and must provide a tangible contribution to the
collective effort, which must also
include key measures to secure civil
liberties, social dignity and a socioeconomic environment which favours
the well being of all citizens”, Sen.
Fattorini said.

As

highlighted by the UN Security
Council to PAM, the efficient use of
parliamentary diplomacy is crucial,
and parliamentarians con contribute
through the introduction and modifi-

cation of national
and
international
legislation
to
strengthen the impact of the fight
against
terrorism.
To this end, PAM
and the NATO PA
should further consolidate their cooperation.
Sen. Fattorini recalled that PAM has
already, at the request of the UN, organised a series of
seminars aimed at facilitating the
work of parliamentarians in the implementation of the main Resolutions
adopted by the Security Council, together with the UNODC, UNCTED
and the UNSC Counter-Terrorism
Committee (CTC). The next conference will be held at the Italian Senate
in Rome, on 23-24 March 2017, in
order to give the opportunity to the
UNSC CTC to evaluate how national
parliaments have implemented the
UN Resolutions. On this occasion,
PAM will be counting on the NATO
PA and the PA CIS
since the Security Council has asked for the assistance of PAM to extend this exercise also to
the regions of Central
Asia.
On 15 December 2016,
PAM will also be organising a high-level parliamentary debate, hosted
by the Italian Senate in
Rome, dedicated to Inter
-religious dialogue to
counter violent extremism. The Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Italy, the Minister for Religious
Affairs of Morocco and the Rector of
the School for Imams of Rabat, are
expected to participate. The positive
experiences in Morocco will provide
an insight on the policies and activities of that country, which are now
being used in several programmes of
international bilateral cooperation.
In her closing remarks, Sen. Fatto-

rini, in view of the long-standing cooperation between the two institutions, invited the NATO PA to consider the possibility to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with PAM
and nominate a focal point to coordinate future initiatives on issues of
common interest.
The NATO PA event, dedicated to
the Mediterranean, considered a
range of topics including: the situation in Libya and North Africa; the
management of migration flows and

the control of borders; the political
ramifications of the migration crisis
in Europe and the United States; the
strategic importance of the Western
Balkans as an interface between the
MENA region and Europe; the current situation in Syria and Iraq; and
radicalisation and terrorism in Europe.//
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