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The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean is the forum 
where the Parliaments of the 
region come together and 
operate to reach those common 
objectives towards the creation 
of the best political, social, 
economic and cultural 
environment and conditions for 
the fellow citizens of the member 
states. 

PAM is a regional interstate 
organization, an Observer at the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations and with a specific 
international juridical status. The 
Assembly plays a fundamental 
role as an organization whose 
activities are firmly rooted as a 
complementary asset to the work 
of other regional and 
international bodies entrusted 
with the responsibility to foster 
security, stability and peace in 
the Mediterranean.  

 

Through PAM, political dialogue 
and understanding between the 
Member States and their citizens, 
is strengthened and this is 
achieved, notably, by: 
 
Fostering and building 
confidence among 
Mediterranean States; 
Guaranteeing regional security, 
stability and promoting peace; 
Consolidating the endeavours of 
Mediterranean States; 
Presenting opinions and 
recommendations to national 
parliaments and governments, 
regional organizations and 
international fora.  
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Senator Lhou Lmarbouh elected President 
of PAM at 28th Bureau meeting in Rome. 

 

On the occasion of the 28th Bureau Meeting of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean, the members unanimously elected Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh of 
Morocco, as the  8

th
 President of the Assembly. The meeting was hosted by the 

Italian Senate in Rome on 18 December 2015. 

 

Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, member of the Parliament of Morocco 
since 2003, has been on the Moroccan national delegation to 
PAM since 2008. During this period, he has served as Rap-
porteur on Energy issues and Resources Management, as well 
as Vice President of the Assembly, and President of the 2nd 
Standing Committee on Economic, Social and Environmental 
Cooperation. In the last biennium, he has covered the func-
tion of Co-Chair of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments 
in the Mediterranean.  

He has represented PAM at various international fora and 
participated in many high level missions to the Middle East, 
Moscow and the General Assembly of the United Nations in 
New York. He also represented Morocco at the meetings of 
the Parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 Western Mediterranean Dialogue, to which PAM 
provides the required support.  

In his PAM capacity, Sen. Lmarbouh has also organised several events in Morocco, including 
a conference with a visit to the Ouarzazate solar power plant, under the auspices of H.M. King 
Mohammed VI. 

 

More recently, the role of Sen. Lmarbouh has 
been very much appreciated by PAM in clar-
ifying a number of issues with Morocco in 
relation to the unique role and mandate of the 
Assembly, as well as its function vis- -̈vis 
the 5+5 parliamentary dialogue.  

In this context, PAM has welcomed his com-
mitment as shown on the occasion of the 
recent official meeting with the Minister 
Delegate to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation of Morocco, H.E. Mbarka 
Bouaida, and PAM Secretary General, Amb. 
Sergio Piazzi, to strengthen cooperation be-
tween Rabat and PAM.  

 

At the same Bureau meeting in Rome, in view of the 10th Plenary Session of PAM in Tirana, 
on 18-19 February 2016, the delegates also reviewed a number of requests for PAM member-
ship by several European countries and organisations, as well as other regional major issues. 
Among them the question of the depletion of the coastal aquifer of the Gaza Strip was high-
lighted following an urgent report by the United Nations on the issue. The delegates expressed 
their concern at the news that only five per cent of the fresh water reserve is left for the 1.8 
million population of the area, and that it will be depleted by the end of 2016 if no immediate 
remedial action is undertaken to safeguard the aquifer. The contamination by seawater will 
eventually be irreversible by 2019, unless a long term strategy and solution are taken in hand 
in the coming weeks.  

The PAM Vice Presidents from Israel and Palestine committed themselves to assist as re-
quired, and the new PAM President and the Secretary General are already coordinating with 
all key actors to support the implementation and completion of the necessary interventions. // 
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PAM High-level delegation 
in Cairo mission  

to observe election process 
 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has 
fielded a high-level electoral observation mission to Cairo, 
to monitor the second phase of voting for the Egyptian Par-
liamentary elections held on 21 and 22 November 2015. 
The PAM delegation, led by Hon. Bilal Qasem (Palestine), 
included Hon. Chantal Guittet (France), Hon. Amer Om-
ran (Libya), Hon. Sabah Faraj (Libya) and Mr. Mourad 
Youssry (PAM). 

H.E. Judge Ayman Abbas, Head of the High Elections Com-
mittee, welcomed the PAM delegation at the beginning of its 
mission. H.E. Abbas expressed his appreciation to PAM for its 
participation, together with several regional and international 
organisation, in monitoring elections for the House of Repre-
sentatives of Egypt. During the meeting, Judge Abbas high-
lighted the stages the political and democratic transition period 

in Egypt is going through. He emphasized the fact that this is 
the third and final stage in completing the democratic process 
following the Presidential elections and the Referendum on the 
new Egyptian Constitution.  
The PAM delegation also met H.E. Judge Omar Marawan, 
Deputy Head and Spokesperson of the High Elections Com-
mittee. He briefed the delegation on the way the elections were 
conducted, the electoral law, the number of electoral commit-
tees, the number of candidates, the main political parties and 
coalitions participating, the requirements needed for candida-
ture, the monitoring of the elections by judges and internation-
al observers, among other aspects. He also highlighted the im-
portance the new Constitution is giving to the Egyptian wom-
en, which is reflected in the quota allocated to them. The same 
level of attention was also afforded to all different sectors in 
Egypt whether religious (Copts), social (people with special 
needs), professional (peasants and labours). 
The elections of the Egyptians abroad has been also discussed 
and the PAM delegation visited the control room at the HQ of 
the High Elections Committee assigned to monitor ï live -  by 
closed video circuit - the election in various Egyptian Embas-
sies worldwide.  
The PAM delegation visited several polling stations in various 
areas of Cairo, where it observed that the process was conduct-

ed very smoothly with tight monitoring and security measures.  
 
More meetings were held at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
H.E. Amb. Ashraf Elmoafi, Assistant Minister for Parliamen-
tary Affairs thanked PAM for sharing with the Egyptian such 
an important event, and also showed his great appreciation for 
PAMôs invitations to the Egyptian Foreign Ministry to attend 
PAM events.    
  
With regards to the elections, Amb. Elmoafi said that the indi-
cations show that the new parliament will not be dominated by 
one political party, which is considered as a  good sign to en-
rich the democratic process in Egypt. The PAMôs delegation 
expressed its wish to have the new Egyptian Parliament partic-
ipating at the upcoming PAM Plenary Session in Tirana, as has 
always been the case with the previous parliaments. 
 
The PAM parliamentarians also met H.E. Amb. Hamdy Loza, 
Deputy Foreign Minister responsible for the electoral process. 
During this meeting, Mediterranean affairs were closely dis-
cussed. The threat of terrorism facing the region and the need 
to have a common position were highlighted. Hon. Qasem 
gave an overview on PAMôs role in counter terrorism initia-
tives and the joint efforts with the UN, the EU and the National 
Parliaments in dealing with this threat and the issue of Foreign 
Terrorist Fighters (FTFs).  
 
Amb. Loza said that specific importance should be given by 
PAM and the international community to support the new po-
litical parties in the southern Mediterranean. In his opinion, 
supporting these parties is the only way to eliminate the secu-
lar/religious confrontation effecting the whole region, which is 
opening the gate for extremism and terrorism.  
The PAM delegation concluded its round of high level bilateral 
meetings with H.E. General Refaat Komsan, Election Affairs 
Advisor to the Prime Minister of Egypt.// 
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On 8 December 2015, Hon. Michel Vauzelle 

(France), President ad interim of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean (PAM),  addressed the 

Joint High-level segment of  the 

Conference of the Parties (COP), 9th meeting of 

the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP), held on 

the occasion of the COP21 Conference in Paris.  

In his statement, President Vauzelle, on 

behalf of the National Parliaments of the 

Mediterranean, highlighted the 

importance of parliamentary diplomacy 

in this process. He stressed the fact that 

the elected representatives of the people 

of the Mediterranean, people who, with 

their families, live the everyday problems 

resulting from climate change in the 

region, were being represented at the 

COP21, and offering their contribution to 

the debate and commitment to the 

oversight of the implementation of the 

decisions.  

ñThe Mediterranean is a key region in the 

future of climate-related issues. 

However, we must be also aware of 

other, often interrelated aspects such as 

the political, economic, social and 

cultural climate, which underlie the 

current dramatic situation in the 

Mediterranean, which is further 

threatened by terrorist acts of extreme 

violenceò, Hon Vauzelle argued. 

PAM also participated at the 

Parliamentary Climate Change Meeting, 

organized by the Inter-Parliamentary 

Union and the French Parliament, on 5 

December 2015, on the occasion of the 

COP21. PAM was represented by Hon. 

Florin Urcan, member of the Romanian 

Parliament. 

PAM concretely contributes to the efforts 

of the international community on 

climate-change-related issues. ñSince the 

sectors that contribute the most to global 

warming are those related to energy, 

transports and housing, one of the 

proposals included in the Report on 

Environment, adopted at the PAM 9th 

Plenary Session, held in Monaco last 

February, is the establishment of a 

Carbon Added Tax (CAT)ò, Hon. Urcan 

said.  

This would be a very simple tax, based 

on the mechanism of the Value Added 

Tax (VAT). Its main purpose is to be a 

deterrent and discourage the use of fossil 

fuels, the main sources of greenhouse gas 

emissions. In addition, it aims to set a 

price on carbon: all economic agents that 

with their work emit, or whose products 

have consumed ñcarbon contentò, have to 

bear the economic cost of these 

emissions. CAT is not aimed at 

"punishing" consumers of fossil fuels, 

nor consumers of energy, nor to blame 

them. A high price has, in fact, the effect 

of discouraging the use of that good, and 

at the same time, it sends the signal that 

consumers should prefer, whenever 

possible, those technologies that allow 

saving expensive resources.  

Climate Change represents a priority for 

PAM, which has approached the topic 

from several angles, due to the large 

variety of implications and importance 

that climate change has reached 

throughout the last decades. The fact that 

the stabilization of emissions, which 

continue to grow annually at the global 

scale, is only expected in 2030, is a 

serious concern for the Assembly, as 

political borders and national decisions 

have little or no effect on climate change, 

if not tackled in a coherent and 

complementary way at the planetary 

level.   

PAM has constantly addressed the issue 

of Climate Change since its 

establishment, underlining the strong 

commitment of its parliamentarians to 

play their role of legislators at the 

national level, but also to give their 

contribution at the international level, for 

example within the framework of the 

United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change, with the óMalta 

Declarationô. Since COP 15 in 

Copenhagen, PAM has regularly 

contributed and followed up on the 

activities of the UNFCCC, particularly 

the meetings of the Conference of 

Parties, in order to foster awareness 

building amongst Mediterranean 

parliamentarians about this critical 

issue.  

PAM is already planning a major 

regional parliamentary event, in 

spring 2016, in Rome, to discuss 

the implications of the decisions 

that will be taken in Paris for the 

Mediterranean region.//  

PAM at COP21  
The Mediterranean a key region in the future of climate-related issues 


