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The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean

The Parliamentary Assembly of
the Mediterranean is the forum
where the Parliaments of the
region come together and
operate to reach those common
objectives towards the creation
of the best political, social,
economic and cultural
environment and conditions for
the fellow citizens of the member
states.
PAM is a regional interstate
organization, an Observer at the
General Assembly of the United
Nations and with a specific
international juridical status. The
Assembly plays a fundamental
role as an organization whose
activities are firmly rooted as a
complementary asset to the work
of other regional and
international bodies entrusted
with the responsibility to foster
security, stability and peace in
the Mediterranean.

PAM HIGH LEVEL DELEGATION
VISITS DAMASCUS AND BEIRUT
On 28 and 29 April 2015, a high level delegation from the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, led by PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, together with Hon. Bilal Kasem (Palestine),
and Mr. Mourad Youssry, PAM Deputy Secretary General, visited
Damascus, Syria, for consultations with senior members of the Government and Parliament.
Bilateral meetings were held with the Syrian Deputy Prime Minister, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Speaker of the Parliament and all members
of the Parliamentary Committee for Foreign Affairs and those for the Committee on National Reconciliation. Discussions focused on the political process for peace, the round of the Geneva negotiations starting on that day, the
challenges posed by terrorist activities in the country and humanitarian assistance.

Through PAM, political dialogue
and understanding between the
Member States and their citizens,
is strengthened and this is
achieved, notably, by:
Fostering and building
confidence among
Mediterranean States;
Guaranteeing regional security,
stability and promoting peace;
Consolidating the endeavours of
Mediterranean States;
Presenting opinions and
recommendations to national
parliaments and governments,
regional organizations and
international fora.

In Damascus, the PAM delegation also met with foreign diplomats from the
Russian Federation, the European Commission, Egypt, Cyprus and the
Czech Republic. While in Damascus, the PAM delegation also visited a
school which had been transformed in an Assistance Centre to host displaced
Syrians.
Detailed discussions took place with the United Nations Humanitarian Coor(Continued on page 2)
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dinator to review ongoing operations, cooperation with
national authorities, outstanding needs, population displacement within the country, the impact of sanctions on
civilians, and foreseeable challenges in the light of recent
developments on the ground.
The delegation also met with leaders of the Palestinian
community in Syria. They provided a detailed account of
the current situation in the Yarmouk Camp, 5km from
the centre of Damascus. At present, the Camp, which
previously hosted 200,000 persons, counts only a population of some nine thousand, who still refuse to evacuate
their homes due to their political/military affiliation to
ISIS and Al Qaeda. This group is however receiving humanitarian assistance through a dedicated corridor. A
delegation from the Palestinian Authority was expected
to travel to Damascus for discussions with national authorities to address the situation.
In Beirut, on 30 April 2015, the PAM delegation was
received by the President of the Lebanese Parliament,
with whom a fruitful exchange of views took place on
the regional dimension of the Middle East crisis, and its

implications for the Mediterranean basin. The President
highlighted the unique role of Parliamentary Diplomacy,
particularly that played by PAM, in the present circumstances, to complement the efforts of the international
community.
In Beirut, the PAM delegation, , also met with senior
officials of the United Nations humanitarian operations
and UN ESCWA, with whom present challenges resulting from the massive unprecedented displacement of civilians, and their impact on hosting countries, was reviewed.
In view of the PAM-UNESCO Meeting (Rabat, Morocco, 14-15 May 2015 - see p. 5) , which was hosted by
the Parliament of Morocco, on the Protection of Heritage
from the destruction, looting, smuggling, and illegal
trade by criminal and terrorist organizations, especially
in view of the latest episodes of destruction of historical
sites and museum in Iraq and Syria by DAESH hordes,
and the threat to do so also in Libya, the PAM delegation
also met in Damascus the General Director of Antiquities
and Museums, who explained the seriousness of the
situation in Syria, where even Palmyra and some 400
other archaeological sites had been targeted by terrorists

GENEVA: First Human Rights Induction Seminar
for Parliamentarians of the Mediterranean Region
organised by PAM and the UN OHCHR
The Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), Amb. Sergio Piazzi, in collaboration with Mr. Frej Fenniche, Chief - Middle East and North Africa Section at the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, organised the First Human Rights Induction Seminar for Parliamentarians of the Mediterranean Region, which was held on 18 – 19 June 2015, at the
OHCHR HQ in Geneva, Switzerland. It is also the first time that the UN holds a Human Rights training
programme for teams of parliamentarians ready to deploy on the field for emergency missions.
The aim of the seminar was to familiarise
PAM parliamentarians with human rights issues and related mechanisms; increasing their
knowledge on the notion of protection of civilians, as well as providing tools to collect
information, interview victims, report their
findings and address human rights issues in
the field.
The event was organized following the adoption of a Report at the 9th Plenary Session in
Monaco, where PAM member parliaments
decided to set up a “Rapid Deployment Capacity” with a team of parliamentarians who
would be deployed to conflict areas.
(Continued on page 3)
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PAM MPs were addressed by UN
OHCHR and OCHA senior officials. Among them there were the
Chief of the Human Rights Council Mr Eric Tistounet, and a representative on behalf of the Executive Director of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Mr. David
Harland. During the two day
event, the MPs were briefed on
the UN Human Rights Protection
System, the role of the OHCHR
and its work in Migration, Human
Rights diplomacy within the UN
system, and Parliamentarians and
Human Rights. Of particular interest was the presentation on Rapid
Deployment Missions and practical approaches. Topics covered
techniques in interaction with victims, information gathering and
Fact-Finding techniques, as well
as Human Rights in the humanitarian context.

dedicated to the
current operations
in the Mediterranean with particular
emphasis on the
situation in Libya.
The MPs also had a
special
meeting
with the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Prince
Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein. During an
open exchange of views a number
of issues where raised. Prince Al
Hussein referred to PAM’s initiative, saying that the involvement
of its parliamentarians on Human
Rights issues is a positive, innovative and needed step, due to the
level of access that PAM enjoys
on the field. He also spoke on the
initiative of France, which is proposing that the UN Security Council member states give up the veto
right when issues like international crime and war crimes are at
stake. “There is considerable support although some objections still
persist. Parliamentarians have a
role in pushing this initiative forward”, Prince Hussein said. PAM
MPs raised a number of issues
such as development and the fair
distribution of wealth, the IsraeliPalestinian conflict, the situation

in Syria and the Daesh terrorist
phenomenon and atrocities.
In a comment at the end of the
event, PAM Secretary General,
Amb. Sergio Piazzi, said that the
Geneva induction seminar represented the first step in view of a
structured cooperation programme
with the UN on training MPs, and
will serve as a model for future
initiatives in various sectors,
where MPs can play an important
role in the implementation and
support of international processes
for peace and stability in the region.
On the margin of the event, PAM
Secretary General also briefed 15
MPs from the Libyan House of
Representatives in Tobruk, who
were in Geneva to discuss with
UN senior experts the drafting of
the paragraph on Human Rights
for the new Libyan Constitution.
Structured collaboration and future joint activities between PAM
and the Libyan parliament were
discussed.//

The MPs were also hosted at the
UN Emergency Response Coordination Centre by Mr. Rudolph
Muller, Deputy Director and Chief
of the Emergency Services Branch
of OCHA, in order for them to
receive basic information related
to humanitarian coordination and
the International Humanitarian
Structures in the field.
The session by the Geneva Centre
for Humanitarian Dialogue, was
3

PAM MPs debate policies to face renewed challenges in
the Mediterranean at Morocco Meeting
Extremism, terrorism, illegal immigration in the Mediterranean,
economic perspectives and the
effects of climate change in the
region were discussed during a
Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean (PAM) Meeting
held in Rabat, Morocco, on 26
May 2015. The event was hosted
by H.E. Sen. Dr. Mohamed
Cheikh Biadillah, President of
both the Chamber of Councillors
of Morocco and of PAM.

tives from the UN Counter Terrorism Services, UNHCR, the European Commission, the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Egypt,
the European Investment Bank, the
International Organization for Migrations, Frontex, the Italian Navy,
and the Ministries of the Interior of
Morocco and that for the Moroccan
Communities living abroad. Representatives of other international parliaments attended as well, among
them the Maghreb Consultative

parliaments, and the task entrusted
to PAM to that end. Particular attention was also given to the measures required to stop the funding of
terrorist organisations as well as the
implications of a missing definition
of the phenomenon. Delegates also
reviewed the present situation in
Libya, Syria and Iraq, and they
were informed of the recent briefing
by the UN Secretary General to the
Security Council on the stalemate in
the Peace process negotiations between Israel and Palestine, and the
humanitarian and financial crisis in
the Gaza strip.
On migration, topics pertaining to
security, the economic impact, human trafficking and the protection
of human rights were discussed in
depth, offering a number of qualified suggestions for the work of
PAM in this area. The analysis of
the phenomenon highlighted the
independent functioning of the
Eastern, Central and Western corridors used by migrants and asylum
seekers to reach the EU.

While these issues have been high
on the agenda for a long time, they
however present a regional and international scenario which requires
a renewed collective impetus in the
face of the new challenges posed.
At this meeting, PAM MPs tackled
for the first time, in a unified manner, key issues of competence of its
three Standing Committees, in order
to ensuring the coherence of the
debate and the need for a systematic
approach to the developments and
prospects for the region.
The MPs were also addressed by a
number of high level keynote
speakers, among which representa-

Council and the Arab InterParliamentary Union, and also H.E.
Rachid Talbi Alami, President of
the Chamber of Representatives of
Morocco and President of the PA
UFM.
The interventions and the debate
focused on the present threats by
terrorist organisations in the region
both on a military level as well as
through terrorist action in the area.
Reference was also made to the
United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2178, in particular in
relation to what are the mandates,
role and responsibilities of national

The meeting underscored the importance of sustainable development, targeted investments, and appropriate social policies, which are
considered as key for the stabilisation of the region in the framework
of an integrated economic system in
the Mediterranean, also keeping in
mind the requirements resulting
from Climate Change. On the latter,
PAM MPs expressed full support to
the solidarity campaign “We are all
Mediterranean” launched in May by
the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe held in Palermo, Italy.//
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PAM Seminar recommends governments to demonstrate the utmost political will, and take joint action, to counter acts of
destruction and looting of World Cultural Heritage
”The Protection of World Cultural Heritage
Threatened with Destruction” was the theme of a
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean
(PAM) international seminar hosted by the
Parliament of the Kingdom of Morocco, under the
high patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed
VI. The event was held in Rabat, Morocco on 1415 May 2015.
Among the over one hundred participants, the event saw
the participation and contribution of a number of
members of the UNESCO Executive Committee,
international heritage and legal experts, EuroMediterranean MPs, regional parliaments, universities
and organisations, among which the League of Arab
States, UNESCO, UNODC and ISESCO.
The two-day seminar was opened by Dr. Mohamed
Cheikh Biadillah, President of the House of Councillors
of Morocco and President of PAM, Mr. Eric Falt,
Assistant Director-General for Exterior Relations and
public information of UNESCO, and Mr. Abdulaziz
Othman Altwaijri, Director General of ISESCO. A
minute of silence was also observed by the participants at
the news that Syrian military personnel had just been
killed by the ISIS terrorists while defending the ancient
city of Palmyra.
In his openng address, Pres. Biadillah subscribed to the
statement by the UN Secretary General, where he
labelled the deliberate destruction of the common
cultural heritage as a war crime and that the perpetrators
must be held accountable. Culture has never been about
ideology, and the continued attempt at restricting access
to, and appropriating the richness of our past is
abhorrent, as being experienced in Iraq, Syria, Libya and
Mali. “This is why I urge all of us to take the necessary
actions to safeguarding everything that our civilisations
have achieved”, the PAM President said.
He finally highlighted the close relation between
intangible heritage and sustainable development, which
should be considered as pillars for stability, security and
economic growth in the region.
During the conference, it was underscored that, in
addition to the respect by States and combatants for
existing international instruments and conventions, there
is a need for new methods and strategies to counter the
recent trend of terrorism acts against cultural heritage.
Furthermore the participants stressed that at the
international level, mechanisms should be created to
closely monitor the trade of artefacts and consider and
treat as criminals the buyers and dealers of stolen

archeological vestiges, as well as the use of military
capacity as the last resort to defend the most important
sites.
The role of education was also raised. The young
generations must be formed in order to eradicate the
spread of an extremist mentality which facilitates the
recruitment of youth to fight with terrorist groups like
Daesh.
In view of the recommendations made during the debate,
the participants agreed to create a "Special Reflection
Group on the Protection of the World Cultural Heritage"
aimed at raising awareness among all government and
parliamentary organizations and institutions, on the
importance of World Cultural Heritage, and to coordinate
and harmonize regional and international efforts, as well

as strengthening the joint action mechanisms in order to
develop policies and legislation to protect this global
humanitarian legacy.
In his concluding remarks, PAM Secretary General,
Amb. Sergio Piazzi, underscored the role of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean as a
unique platform for networking and capacity building
among the main actors from the political, legislative and
professional sectors. “While no effort should be spared to
protect the civilian populations, the international
community has also an obligation to safeguard the
cultural heritage of mankind, which represents the
memory of our long history and the process underlying
our current level of civilisation”, Amb. Piazzi concluded.
The seminar also recommended that governments
demonstrate the utmost political will, and take joint
action, to counter acts of destruction and looting of
World Cultural Heritage in many regions of the world,
and parliaments were invited to promote in their
respective regions and national fora, the provisions of the
relevant international conventions, the Resolutions on
this matter by the United Nations Security Council,
UNESCO, IPU and PAM.//
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WASTE MANAGEMENT AND FOOD SECURITY DISCUSSED AT PAM
2nd STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING IN MILAN, ITALY
The PAM 2nd Standing Committee on Economic, Social and Environmental Cooperation, held a
meeting dedicated to ‘Waste Management and Food Security’ in Milan, Italy, on 11 -12 June 2015.
The event was presided by Sen. Emma Fattorini (Italy), PAM Vice President and President of the
2nd PAM Standing Committee.
The two day event was hosted by “Acqua&Sole”, an organization
established by Nobel Prize Prof. Giulio Natta, aimed at promoting
economic activities originating from Cultural Innovation. The meeting
was organized by PAM in cooperation with the Association of
Engineers of Naples and with the School for Professional Training of
the Italian Association of Engineers, both members of the PAM
Economic Panel and of the PAM Academic Platform. The 40
participants included parliamentarians from the PAM National
delegations, academics and professionals from a number of
stakeholders involved in the issues addressed during the meeting.
During the first day, the conference analyzed the benefits from an adequate use of organic waste as nutrients in
agriculture, and its positive impact on crucial sectors in the Mediterranean region, such as the protection of the
environment and food security.
During the meeting a number of issues where
highlighted, such as the use of organic nutrients
which are better for the soil than chemical nutrients
and such a model could be reproduced in other
contexts. It was also underlined that current available
technology is sufficient to put in place such a process,
but it faces a number of obstacles since there is often
a lack of political will and of implementation of the
existing regulation. Furthermore EU legislation in
this area needs to be drastically updated to reflect
developments in recent years.
The second day was dedicated to a visit to EXPO
2015, the Universal Exposition in Milan, whose
theme is “Feeding the Planet – Energy for life”, two critical issues for the Mediterranean region that PAM has been
addressing since its establishment. The visit was hosted and organized by CNH Industrial and included a visit to the
New Holland Agriculture’s ‘Sustainable Farm Pavilion’.
During the EXPO visit, a Memorandum of Understanding was also signed between PAM and the Inter-Academic
Group for Development (GID), whereby the two organisations will step up their collaboration on regional
development issues through joint
initiatives and the exchange of
academic experts and parliamentarians
in order to create greater synergies
among the stakeholders and the
beneficiaries of better standards of
living in the Mediterranean region.//
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PAM strongly committed to achieving food security in the
Mediterranean region, and to promoting
sustainable agriculture solutions
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated at the Private Sector Forum
on Food Security in the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean Region organised in Barcelona, on 5-6
May 2015, by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM).
The PAM delegation was led by the Secretary General, Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, who was
accompanied by two leading academics from the University of Siena, Dr. Giacomo Fabietti and Dr.
Antonella Autino. The University of Siena is a key partner of the PAM Academic Platform.
The objective of the conference was to deepen relationships
between the public and private sector – from farmers and
their organisations to small, medium and large agribusiness
enterprises – and to develop initiatives to increase
investment in agricultural and food systems. The Forum
gathered policy-makers, financial institutions and
representatives from the private sector, research centres and
academia. It was an opportunity to discuss how public and
private sectors could collaborate to bolster food security in
the Mediterranean by enabling sustainable private
investment in a region characterised by population growth,
natural-resource constraints and a structural deficit in the
production of staple food.
PAM Secretary General addressed the Forum and highlighted PAM’s vision, activities and commitment to the issues
brought forward. “ Food security is, indeed, one of the priorities of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean, because the Mediterranean Region is one of the most developed areas in the world, but also one of
the most vulnerable to climate change and human activities”, Amb. Piazzi said.
He added that the severe impact of global warming, unsustainable exploitation and scarcity of natural resources,
contamination and overexploitation of water resources, losses in food supply and availability and, more generally,
unsustainable production and consumption patterns are just some of the challenges that the Mediterranean basin has
to face.
Issues of food security and social and political stability are strongly inter-related and they are both consequence and
cause of each other. In this context, PAM Secretary General said, there is the need of a regional approach, in which
sustainable development should be the key objective to be pursued in order to guarantee a future to the
Mediterranean Agri-food sector, with the ultimate goal to build inclusive well-being and socio-economic
development in the Mediterranean Area. Maltese Parliamentary Secretary, Hon. Roderick Galdes, together with
Amb. Piazzi, highlighted the close relation between food security and the migration phenomenon, particularly in
respect of the unfolding dramatic flow of refugees from the Middle East and Sub-Saharan Africa.
Amb. Piazzi recalled that the lack of political will and the lack of multilateral policy coherence are two issues which
were also highlighted during several meetings of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investment in the Mediterranean.
These are problems that affect many sectors, such as investments on education and training, energy projects,
infrastructure fund allocation, and last but not least, food security.
“Therefore, I want to reaffirm that PAM is strongly committed to achieving food security in the Mediterranean
region, and to promoting sustainable agriculture solutions. The members of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean are playing their role of lawmakers, in order to implement the policies needed at the national level”,
Dr. Piazzi remarked. PAM works with its member parliaments to build the momentum of political will necessary for
the implementation of solutions. PAM will also contribute to the process in facilitating the cooperation among
(Continued on page 8)
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member parliaments, in order to have
national legislative frameworks which
are harmonised and coherent at the
regional level.
The PAM Secretary general also
reiterated that PAM strongly supports
the strategic efforts of the FAO in the
Mediterranean region, including on
the issue of both resilience and
fishing, which is an important source
of income and food production in the
Mediterranean. “I look forward to
strengthening
the
cooperation
between PAM and the FAO, in order
to solidify the link between the
elected
representatives
of
the
Mediterranean region and the global
strategic driving force on food
security”, Dr. Piazzi added.
PAM also cooperates with the private
sector on this subject and is currently
supporting a closed-loop hydroponic
greenhouses project in the Middle
East.
In his final remarks the PAM
Secretary General underscored the
importance that the Assembly
continues to work with all the major
actors on the food security issue, as
well as relevant stakeholders from
both the public and the private
sectors, in order to provide legislative
support for sustainable agriculture
solutions on a national level, and to
increase policy harmonization on the
regional
level
to
achieve
comprehensive food security for all
the people of the Mediterranean
region.
The Barcelona event was an excellent
opportunity
to
reinforce
the
exemplary cooperation with the Union
for the Mediterranean, the World
Bank and other European financial
institutions.//

PAM at Annual Sustainable Energy
for All Forum in New York
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, represented
by Amb. Qazi Shaukat Fareed, PAM Permanent Observer to the
UN in New York, participated at the second Annual Sustainable
Energy for All Forum (SE4ALL) convened on 18-21 May 2015.
The event focused its
discussions on the
upcoming September
UN Summit that will
adopt the post 2015
development agenda,
of which the issue of
sustainable energy is a
key element, and the
COP21 Conference
on Climate Change in
Paris on 30 November
- 11 December.
The PAM representative also participated,
at observer level, to
the meeting of the Advisory Board chaired by Undersecretary-General and
Special Representative of the UN Secretary General for Sustainable Energy
for All initiative Mr. Kandeh Kolleh Yumkella.
PAM’s participation at the event reflects the ongoing commitment by the
Assembly to sustainable development, which is one of the priority topics
within the framework of the Energy Group of the PAM Panel on Trade and
Investments in the Mediterranean.
On the occasion of the Assembly’s Plenary Session held in Monaco last
February, PAM adopted a Report and Resolution which, among other suggestions, recommends member parliaments to resort to the use of the Carbon Added Tax (CAT) as a way to stimulate the transition from fossil fuels
to green energy sources.
Furthermore, in the framework of PAM’s efforts on environment related
issues and climate change, the Assembly participated at the MEDCOP21
(Marseille, 4-5 June) and will attend the COP21 (Paris, 30 November - 11
December).//
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