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The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean is the forum 
where the Parliaments of the 
region come together and 
operate to reach those common 
objectives towards the creation 
of the best political, social, 
economic and cultural 
environment and conditions for 
the fellow citizens of the member 
states. 

PAM is a regional interstate 
organization, an Observer at the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations and with a specific 
international juridical status. The 
Assembly plays a fundamental 
role as an organization whose 
activities are firmly rooted as a 
complementary asset to the work 
of other regional and 
international bodies entrusted 
with the responsibility to foster 
security, stability and peace in 
the Mediterranean.  

 

Through PAM, political dialogue 
and understanding between the 
Member States and their citizens, 
is strengthened and this is 
achieved, notably, by: 
 
Fostering and building 
confidence among 
Mediterranean States; 
Guaranteeing regional security, 
stability and promoting peace; 
Consolidating the endeavours of 
Mediterranean States; 
Presenting opinions and 
recommendations to national 
parliaments and governments, 
regional organizations and 
international fora.  
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PAM High level delegation at the  
69th UN General Assembly in New York   

  

The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-
nean (PAM), Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso (Italy), accompa-
nied by a high level delegation, attended and contributed to the 
meetings and the General Debate of the High-Level Segment of 
the 69th session of the General Assembly, from 22 to 27 Sep-
tember 2014, and to the Climate Summit 2014, which was held 
in New York on 23 September 2014, under the auspices of UN 

Secretary General and US President, Barak Obama.  

The PAM delegation was composed of Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, 
PAM Vice President, Hon. Mohammed Abu El Enein, PAM Hon-
orary President, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary General, 
Mr. Mourad Youssry, Deputy to PAM Secretary General for As-

sembly Affairs. 

PAM held a series of bilateral meetings with UN Senior Officials 
in relation to the current crises affecting the Mediterranean re-
gion; namely, the latest developments in the Middle East, the 

situation in Syria and the political instability in Libya. 

The Mission to New York was held in preparation of the PAM 
Middle East visit scheduled to take place on 11 November 

2014, and will include Cairo and Gaza.  

The visit to the UN HQ also represented a good opportunity to 
share and measure the outcome of a number of PAM missions 
in 2014, such as the consultations in Moscow and Cairo, and 
the political and humanitarian efforts mobilized during the Gaza 
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Crisis, and the outbreak of the 

new political crisis in Tripoli. 

An overview of PAM future ac-
tivates was also given to UN 
Senior Officials in order to syn-
chronize the efforts with re-
gards to specific programmes. 
The exchange of views with 
them resulted extremely fruitful 
in portraying the current situa-
tion on the ground, and to en-
visage targeted actions that 
PAM, through its Parliamentary 
Network, could undertake un-
der the mandate of its Bureau 
and its 1st Standing Committee 
on Political and Security Coop-

eration. 

The mission to New York rep-
resented also an important op-
portunity to discuss, in detail, 
with H.E. Amb. Raimonda Mur-
mokaitė (photo), Chair of the 
Counter Terrorism Committee 
of the UN Security Council and 
Mr Jean-Paul Laborde, UN 
ASG/Executive Director of 
Counter Terrorism Executive 
Directorate (CTED), UN/PAM 
cooperation under the provi-
sions of UNSC Resolution 
2178 of 24 September 2014. In 
particular, PAM was requested 
by the UNSC to jointly set up a 

cooperation platform for the 
organisation of a Parliamentary 
programme, to start in early 
2015, on Counter Terrorism 
Legislation, addressed in its 
initial phase to the 5 Maghreb 
countries, and with support of 
MPs and experts from other 

PAM members.  

In New York, the PAM delega-
tion also met with Mr. Herve 
Ladsous,  UN USG for Peace 
Keeping Operations, and 
with  three senior Special Rep-
resentatives of the UN Secre-

tary General responsible for 
the most critical areas in the 
region, namely: Amb. Robert 
Serry, Special Coordinator for 
the Middle East; Amb. Bernar-
dino Leon, UNSG Special Rep-
resentative to Libya; and Amb. 
Staffan de Mistura, UNSG 
Special Envoy to Syria. Other 
meetings were held with Ms. 
Kyung-wha Kang, UN ASG for 
Humanitarian Affairs and USG 
Michel Jarraud, Secretary-
General of the World Meteoro-

logical Organization. 

During the General Debate of 
the High-Level Segment of the 
69th session of the General 
Assembly, the PAM delegation 
had also the opportunity to 
meet with a number of Heads 
of States and Governments, 
and Ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs. The meetings gave the 
opportunity to discuss the re-
gional situation, the develop-
ments in the Peace talks, and 
the impact of the Syrian conflict 
in view of the rise of ISIL. 
 
These exchanges of views 
included H.E. Mr. Abdel Fat-
tah el-Sisi, President of Arab 
Republic of Egypt; H.R.H. Al-
bert II, Prince of Monaco; 
H.E. Dr. Joseph Muscat, 
Prime Minister of Malta, H.E. 
Dr. George Vella, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Malta; H.E. 
Ms. Federica Mogherini, Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs of 
Italy; H.E. Mr. Nasser Judeh, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Jordan; H.E. Dr. Fayez Ta-
rawneh, Chief of the Royal 
Hashemite Court of Jordan; 
H.E. Mr. Walid Al-Moualem, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Syria; H.E. Mr. Mongi 
Hamdi, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Tunisia; and Major 
General Luciano Portolano, 
Head of Mission and Force 
Commander, UN Interim 
Force in Lebanon.//  

(Continued from page 1) 
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PAM and UN cooperation on 
counter terrorism measures  

in the Maghreb region 
 
Two High-level delegations from the UN Counter 
Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED) 
of New York and the UN Terrorism Prevention 
Branch Division for Treaty Affairs of Vienna, paid  
visits to the Secretary General of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Mediterranean in Malta, for talks on 

further cooperation between the UN and PAM.  

In view of the excellent and longstanding relations 
between PAM with the UN Security Council and 
other relevant UN specialized bodies, the 

delegation requested the assistance of PAM to work 
together on the implementation of national and 
regional legislative aspects of international Counter 
Terrorism initiatives, including those related to the 
resolution adopted by the UN Security Council 
under Chapter 7 of the UN Charter, and also jointly 
organize, in early 2015, a regional seminar 
dedicated to PAM Parliamentarians from the 
Maghreb region.  The event will be part of the EU/
UNODC/CTED Programme on Supporting rule-of-
law-compliant investigations and prosecutions in the 
Maghreb region. The purpose of the seminar will be 
to exchange information and good practices among 
parliamentarians on the role they play, and could 
play, in overseeing national agencies dedicated to 
security services and law enforcement, in order to 
verify and secure the correct use of their powers, as 
well as to raise their awareness to the importance of 
this parliamentary oversight for the safeguard of 

human rights and rule of law.  

The meetings held with PAM Secretary General, 
Amb. Sergio Piazzi, fell within the framework of 
the high level mission to New York and and 
previous consultations in Geneva and Vienna // 

PAM at NATO-PA meeting in 
Catania on Mediterranean 

and Middle East issues 
 
 

PAM Vice-President, Senator Mohammed Halaiqah 
(Jordan), and PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio 
Piazzi, attended and contributed to the Joint 
Seminar of the Mediterranean and Middle East 
Special Group of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly, which was hosted by the Italian 

Parliament in Catania, Italy, on 2-4 October, 2014.  

The event covered a number of critical issues for 
the Mediterranean region, including the Libyan 
crisis, the evolution of the Jihadist Movement in the 
MENA region, the geopolitics of the Syria-Iraq 
crisis, the challenges posed by the foreign fighters 

in Syria, and the impact of the recent Gaza crisis.  

PAM took the opportunity at this event to hold a 
number of bilateral consultations also in view of the 
request it 
received from the 
UN Security 
Council to assist 
in the 
implementation 
of UNSC 
Resolution 2178 
of 24 September 
2014, on counter-

terrorism.  

Discussions were 
held, inter alia, 
with the 
delegations of 
Iraq, Algeria, 
Saudi Arabia, 
Mauritania and 
Morocco. A 
specific 
exchange took 
place with the 
President of the Italian Senate, H.E. Pietro Grasso, 
himself the former Head of the Italian National Anti-

Mafia Directorate. 

The Seminar in Catania represented an excellent 
platform and opportunity for PAM to consolidate its 
relations with the NATO-PA and other partner 
countries from the MENA region and the Gulf 
countries, in preparation for the organization of the 
PAM counter-terrorism programme aimed at 
coordinating legislative initiatives in relation to 
foreign fighters in the region. // 
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PAM – constantly committed through the instrument of Par-
liamentary Diplomacy – President Amoruso at the Oslo 

Conference of the Presidents of Parliaments    
 

The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), Sen. Francesco Maria 
Amoruso (Italy), addressed the European Conference of Presidents of Parliament at the invitation of the 
President of the Norwegian Parliament, H.E. Olemic Thommessen. The conference, dedicated to regional 
security, the situation in the Middle East and the possible threats to Europe, is being held in Oslo between 

11 and 12 September. 

President Amoruso was accompanied by PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi. The PAM delega-
tion will also have a number of high level bilateral meetings with participating parliamentary delegations, 

among which the Spanish Senate and Parliament.  

In his speech, Sen. Amoruso referred to the current situation in the Middle East, focusing on the negative 
impact of extremisms: “The Middle East, is not, and has not been for a long time, a region in which the 
unresolved questions are only related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Unfortunately, lately the conflict 
zones became larger, with the escalation of violence in Syria and with the Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant, and we all know the consequences, which we all condemn unreservedly”. 

The PAM President underscored the active role of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, and 
recalled that the Assembly has supported every possible international initiative – including those of the 
United Nations – especially to protect civilians and to facilitate the supply of humanitarian aid in Syria and, 

lately, even in Gaza.  

“The activity of PAM is the outcome of a constant 
commitment, carried out through the instrument 
of parliamentary diplomacy, which today is gath-
ering more and more importance, along with tra-

ditional diplomacy”, Sen. Amoruso added. 

Sen. Amoruso recalled that during the last few 
months, for example, the Assembly was active in 
keeping an open dialogue between the UN, the 
European institutions and the Syrian Parliament, 
in order to re-activate communication channels 
to support humanitarian assistance and the inter-

national mediation. 

For PAM, in spite of its regional vocation, what is happening in Eastern Europe between the Russian Fed-
eration and Ukraine, which sees the involvement of Europe, the USA and Nato, is another major concern. 
Sen. Amoruso strongly appealed for extremisms not to prevail, leaving ground for dialogue and negoti-
tions. “As President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, I profoundly believe that the 
instrument of parliamentary diplomacy can represent a constructive tool to support moderation and assist 

the capacity to preserve peace and stability in Europe”, Sen. Amoruso underlined. 

He also referred to another issue that all Europe, from the North to the South, has to tackle more con-
cretely, namely the flow of migrants who, exploited by organized crime, cross the Mediterranean in ex-
tremely dangerous conditions in order to reach the European shores. “As an Italian, may I refer to the 
great efforts, including human and financial resources, that my country is doing in controlling, saving and 
hosting the migrants that reach our shores. Italy, like all other European countries facing the migration 

phenomenon, cannot and must not be left alone”, Sen. Amoruso commented. 

The PAM President concluded his speech by extending his wishes – on behalf of the PAM Bureau and of 
the member states – to have the courage to fight – through dialogue and democracy - those who want to 
destroy the civilization that “We have built over the centuries, in order to leave a better Europe and a 
safer Mediterranean to the future generations”.//  

https://www.flickr.com/x/t/0099009/photos/stortinget/15206237701/
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Energy, a motor for regional development, security and sta-
bility – PAM delegation meets MEDREG Steering Committee 

Members and EBRD 

 
A High level meeting was held on 10 October 2014 at 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 
(PAM) Headquarters in Malta between a delegation 
from the Association of Mediterranean Energy Regula-
tors (MEDREG),  and the PAM Secretary General, Amb. 
Sergio Piazzi, accompanied by Eng. Alessandro Ortis, 
Co-Chair of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments 

in the Mediterranean.  

The MEDREG Delegation consisted of the three vice-
Presidents of the Steering Committee ( Egypt, Italy and 
Turkey), the President of the Malta Regulatory Agency 

and the Association’s Secretary General.  

This meeting was part of the regular consultation process aimed at ensuring a coordinated approach be-

tween national regulators and MPs from the Mediterranean region.  

At the meeting, it was agreed that PAM and MEDREG will focus future action on maintaining energy on 
the agenda of the main regional public institutions, such as the European Union, the International Energy 
Agency, OECD, the UN and the International Financial Institutions (IFIs), as well as strengthening interac-
tion with specialised European insti-
tutions. This strategy is considered 
necessary as a result of the high 
number of players in the energy sec-
tor in the Euro-Mediterranean region, 
which is resulting in overlapping ini-
tiatives. For this reason, the two or-
ganisations will work with the stake-
holders that can concretely contribute 
to the effectiveness of cooperation 
and to the establishment of a Medi-
terranean Energy Community. The 
participants agreed to further support 
cooperation with the Association of 
the Mediterranean Transmission Systems Operators (Med-TSO) for electricity, and to work together at 
the establishment of a similar body in the gas sector. The need to further integrate markets and produc-
tion, will be particularly underlined at the forthcoming European Ministerial Meeting on Energy, to be held 

in Rome on 19 November 2014, where PAM will be chairing the sessions on this topic.  

With regards to Energy, a 
meeting of the PAM Panel 
Energy Group, dedicated to 
regulation, regulatory au-
thorities and investments in 
this sector, will be organised 
in the first quarter of 2015 in 
Morocco, to which EBRD will 
be invited to participate and 
contribute alongside all ma-

jor regional stakeholders. 

The meeting in Malta was followed by bilateral consultations with the EBRD in London on 13 October 
2014, where the EBRD Managing Director and the PAM Secretary General discussed strengthened coop-

eration in the Southern Mediterranean and preparations for the Ministerial Meeting.// 
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Euro-Med Energy Sector – A structured collective effort and 
more coordination are required – PAM President, Sen. Fran-

cesco Amoruso 
 

Senator Francesco Amoruso, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean  inaugurated 
the Conference “EURO-MED - BUILDING A SOUND & COMMON ENERGY FUTURE”,  held at the 

Chamber of Deputies of the Italian Parliament in Rome, on 24 June 2014.  

The event was  organized by the Mediterranean Observatory on Energy (OME), in collaboration with PAM 

and under the auspices of the Representation of the European Commission in Italy.  

Topics ranging from the European Commission’s perspective on energy cooperation in the Mediterranean 
to energy security, socio-economic development, market structure and business models, will be dis-

cussed.  

The Conference will also be addressed by Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, PAM Vice President and President of 
the PAM 2nd Standing Committee. The PAM delegation included also Eng. Alessando Ortis, Co-Chair of 

the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean.  

In his introductory speech, Sen. Amoruso underscored the need for a more connected Mediterranean, 
which is one of PAM’s main objectives for the energy sector. In order to promote this idea, PAM is com-
mitted to work in synergy with the Association of Mediterranean Regulators for Electricity and Gas 
(MEDREG),  the Association of the Mediterranean Transport System Operators (Med-TSO), OME, finan-
cial institutions such as the EBRD, and other political and government organizations such as the Union for 

the Mediterranean.  

“In order to create the right conditions for the implementation of the Mediterranean Energy Community, a 

collective effort is absolutely imperative”, Sen. Amoruso said. To this effect he reaffirmed the need for a 

harmonized national legislative framework, better interconnectivity among countries, and better coordina-

tion and coherence of the current wide range of initiatives in this sector.// 

 

SMEs are the engine of the Mediterranean economy – Hon. 

Edgar Maalouf (Lebanon) 
 

Hon. Edgar Maalouf, Head of the Lebanese Parliamentary dele-
gation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, ad-
dressed the Forum “Small & Medium enterprises: The road to 
Economic Development and Social Justice” organized by the 
Union of the Arab Banks (UAB), in Beirut, Lebanon on 21-23 

August, 2014.  

The forum was organized as part of the UAB’s strategy to en-
courage the interest in small and medium enterprises and to 
highlight its role in achieving economic and social development, especially in light of the exceptional cir-
cumstances witnessed by the Arab societies. The Forum discussed the importance of financial inclusion, 
the requirements needed for a healthy environment for these projects, and the necessity to activate the 
role of the Arab banking sector and regional and international organizations as key supporters for SMEs, 
in addition to strengthening the aspect of social responsibility of the institutions to achieve social justice, 

reducing unemployment and its impact on economic growth. 

In his intervention, Hon. Maalouf stressed the role of the parliamentarians of the PAM network in the 
much needed process of integration and cooperation in the economic sphere. A key challenge for the 
Mediterranean area is employment and “SMEs play a crucial role in this process since they are the en-
gine of the Mediterranean economy and there will not be any growth without an ambitious plan to sustain 

SMEs, in terms of access to credit, fiscal policies and legislative framework”, Hon. Maalouf added.  
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It is also important that PAM con-
tinues to work on the realization of 
a wider Free Trade Area in the 
Mediterranean region, which goes 
beyond the EU limitations, the ra-
tionalization and reduction of na-
tional bureaucratic procedures to 
start new businesses, the fight to 
corruption and support to educa-

tion.  

In his concluding remarks, Hon. 
Maalouf took the opportunity to 
invite the UAB and the other 
stakeholders present at the Fo-
rum to strengthen ties in order to 
become more effective in creating 
the conditions to boost employ-

ment in the region.  

 

The forum was held under the pa-

tronage of H.E. Dr. Alain Hakim, 

Lebanese Minister of Economy 

and Trade.  

 

PAM AT THE VERONA 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

SUMMIT  

 

PAM President, Sen. Fran-
cesco Amoruso accompanied 
by PAM Secretary General, 
Amb. Sergio Piazzi, opened 
the works of the Verona En-
ergy Efficiency Summit, held 

on 8 October 2014.  

The meeting addressed, 
among others, issues related 
to Energy efficiency and Cli-
mate Change, the role of na-
tional and international institu-
tions, national challenges and 
policies for efficiency and the 
contribution of the private sec-

tor.  

In Verona, President Amoruso 
met with the Executive Director 
of the International Agency for 
Energy (IAE), Ms. Maria van 
der Hoeven and the newly ap-
pointed Director General of 

UNIDO, Mr Li Yong. 

The two executives expressed 
their satisfaction for the role 
played by the PAM Panel on 
Trade and Investments in the 
Mediterranean, particularly with 
reference to the work of its En-
ergy Group. It was agreed to 
further strengthen the relations 
with the IAE, and to expand 
PAM – UNIDO cooperation in 
the MENA region and in the 

reconstruction efforts for Gaza.  

In the near future, a PAM High 

Level delegation will visit the 

Headquarters of both Agen-

cies, in order to follow up on 

the collaboration process and 

to establish a structured pro-

gramme of work, which in-

cludes an Energy dedicated 

meeting  to take place in Mo-

rocco in the first quarter of 

2015.  

 

PAM TO STRENGHTEN 
COOPERATION WITH 
THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS 

COMMISSIONER’S  

OFFICE  

 

PAM Vice-President, Hon. Tay-
sir Qu’ba (Palestine), accompa-
nied by PAM Secretary Gen-

eral, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, met in 
Geneva, on 14 October 2014, 
with Mr. Frej Fenniche, Chief of 
the Middle East and North Af-
rica Section, Office of the UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, in order to discuss coop-
eration between the two institu-

tions.  

The meeting addressed the re-
cent report presented by the UN
-OHCHR Special Rapporteur, 
Mr. Makarim Wibisono 
(Indonesia), on the Gaza crisis, 
as well as the implementation of 
a series of recommendations 
resulting from the meeting of 
the PAM 3rd Committee held in 
Antalya, Turkey, on 24-25 April 

2014. 

With reference to the Gaza cri-
sis, the OHCHR informed that 
its Rapporteur was not able so 
far to visit the region, and re-
quested PAM’s assistance for 

the future.  

OHCHR expressed its full sup-
port for the PAM’s initiative to 
establish a pool of MPs, ready 
to travel at short notice to criti-
cal areas, in order to facilitate 
with their contacts the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance, the 
protection of civilians, the re-
spect of human rights, and the 
negotiation processes. A dedi-
cated meeting, also to include 
UNHCR, UN-OCHA, the Norwe-
gian Refugee Council, among 
others, will follow in order to 
prepare for a series of pre-

mission seminars for PAM MPs.  

Finally, OHCHR expressed its 

readiness to assist, as required, 

PAM in the implementation of 

the UN Security Council Reso-

lution 2178 of 24 September 

2014, in connection with 

counter-terrorism activities.// 
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PAM at the UNAoC 6th Global 

Forum in Bali – Legal instruments the 

way forward for peace, security and 

prosperity 
 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean (PAM) addressed the Meeting of 
the ‘Group of Friends’ at the 6th Global Forum 
of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, 
held in Bali, Indonesia on 29 August 2014. 
PAM, a member of the Group, was represented 
by Ambassador Peter Schatzer, its Permanent 
Observer to the UN and other International 
Organisations in Vienna. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

In his intervention at the UNAoC General 
Discussion, Amb. Schatzer highlighted the fact 
that both the United Nations Alliance and PAM 
are platforms where society at large can be 
reassured that a better present and future is 
possible. 

 

With reference to the current situation in the 
Middle-East, namely Syria and Iraq, Amb. 
Schatzer said that this represents a critical 
challenge for the world and for the peaceful 
coexistence of people. “We must unify our 

efforts to fight intolerance and violence. In 
addition to the necessary military deterrent to 
defy armed extremisms in those countries, we 
must mobilize all the legal instruments in our 
possession to promote lasting peace, security, 
mutual respect, shared prosperity and 
education. This is a key objective for the 
Alliance of Civilizations and its partners”, Amb. 
Schatzer added. 

 

The PAM representative concluded his remarks 
by underscoring the role of MPs as agents of 
change, to identify the challenges facing their 
constituents, and in addressing them. 
Furthermore, collective efforts and political will 
are now needed more than ever in combating 
threats facing the Mediterranean - threats that 
are multiplying and spreading at an 
unprecedented scale. For PAM, the function of 
the UN in addressing these issues is vital.  

 

Earlier the UN Secretary-General, H.E. Ban Ki-

moon, in his final remarks at the Opening 

Session, expressed his vision for the future in 

the following terms: “ Let us make and renew 

our resolve to strengthen the Alliance of 

Civilization so it can do its job of resisting the 

forces of dehumanization and brutality – and 

strengthening the power of our common 

humanity. And let us work together on the basis 

of our principles of the United Nations Charter 

and the Alliance of Civilizations with this power. 

Let us work together to make this world better 

where everybody can live with human dignity”.  

Palazzo Spinola, St. Julians Malta   -   www.pam.int -   info@pam.int -   Tel: (356) 2248 4218 


