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The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean

The Parliamentary Assembly of
the Mediterranean is the forum
where the Parliaments of the
region come together and
operate to reach those common
objectives towards the creation
of the best political, social,
economic and cultural
environment and conditions for
the fellow citizens of the member
states.

Lisbon 5+5 Dialogue
PAM Parliaments commitment reaffirmed
he 5 High Level Meeting of the National Parliaments of the WestT
ern Mediterranean Cooperation (5+5 Dialogue), was convened in
Lisbon, Portugal, on 20 May 2014, on the occasion of the 11 Meeting of
th

th

the Foreign Affairs Ministers and the 2nd Economic Business Forum of
the 5+5 Dialogue. The meeting was coordinated, at the invitation of the
Speaker of the Portuguese Parliament, by the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Mediterranean (PAM), which is responsible to service the parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 Dialogue.

National parliamentary delegations from the 5+5 Dialogue Member States, the
National Council of Monaco, PAM and other invited representatives from relePAM is a regional interstate
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Through PAM, political dialogue
and understanding between the
Member States and their citizens,
is strengthened and this is
achieved, notably, by:
Fostering and building
confidence among
Mediterranean States;
Guaranteeing regional security,
stability and promoting peace;
Consolidating the endeavours of
Mediterranean States;
Presenting opinions and
recommendations to national
parliaments and governments,
regional organizations and
international fora.

All participants expressed their concern on the issue of migration in the Mediterranean, its exponential increase, and the resulting loss of lives, which is becoming almost an everyday tragedy. Highlighting the 800% increase in the number of illegal migrants, in the first four months of 2014, compared to the previous year, the need for a concerted policy against organized crime and terrorist
organizations, both responsible for the exploitation of migrants and asylum
seekers, is a must to fight these criminal acts, and to strengthen solidarity and
the principle of burden sharing among the States involved, particularly those of
the European Union.
At the end of the Parliamentary Meeting, France offered to host in Marseille, in
the coming months, a dedicated PAM meeting to prepare for the Paris Summit
on Climate Change next year.
Furthermore, three PAM vice-Presidents, namely, H.E. Ms. Maria da Conceição
Pereira (Portugal), Sen. Mokhtar Youcef (Algeria), Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh
(Morocco), and PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, also participated at
the Economic Business Forum and the Foreign Affairs Ministerial Conference.
“PAM Parliaments are committed to the 5+5 Process and are determined to

(Continued from page 1)

strengthen it further in parallel with the ministerial dimension”, PAM Secretary General told the Ministerial conference.
Amb. Piazzi also announced that shortly, a visit to Libya will take place, at the request of the United Nations. PAM is
committed to work with the General National Congress, a PAM member, and concurrently develop a structured platform with the Libyan Minister of Foreign Affairs, and all the other Ministers of the Western Mediterranean Dialogue
(5+5), in order to strengthen the efforts aimed at reaching concrete results in the North African country.
On the economic side, PAM and the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), will soon visit
Tunisia to facilitate investments and the mechanisms related to the specific needs of the country. “PAM and the
EBRD are cooperating on a far reaching project in the
framework of the Deauville Partnership aimed at assisting
four pilot countries of the MENA Region to develop further their financial and economic sectors, and their infrastructural networks”, PAM vice-President, Sen. Lhou
Lmarbouh told the Ministers in his remarks on the economic activities of the Assembly.
With reference to Climate Change and Water issues, Sen. Mokhtar Youcef, recalled PAM’s efforts to address the key
aspects of water management in a Mediterranean region, where this fundamental resource is extremely vulnerable to climate change.
Finally, based on the excellent experience of previous 5+5 meetings in Rome, Malta, Nouakchott, and that of Lisbon, it
was suggested that in future meetings, MPs and Ministers should have the opportunity to share their respective conclusions in order to coordinate their actions and support each other’s efforts to further integrate the region and strengthen
the democratic institutions, which are at the basis of a stable, secure and prosperous region.//

PAM preparing mission to Libya
The Libyan Chargé d’Affaires visited the PAM Secretariat’s Headquarters on Tuesday 25 February, for a follow up meeting aimed at preparing a number of immediate initiatives on the ground in Libya.
A mission by the PAM Secretariat in Tripoli will be organized shortly with the aim to meet the Constitutional Assembly,
to discuss the transition process with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and to define how PAM can concretely assist this
delicate phase, including, inter alia, the participation in monitoring delegations in view of the next elections.
PAM also offered to welcome at the Secretariat in Malta, Libyan MPs and public officials to acquaint themselves with
the work of international organizations and parliamentary diplomacy, in order to familiarize themselves with the tools
necessary for their future work at the international level.
PAM assistance was also requested to strengthen the relations between the
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and Libya, and
will coordinate with the two sides to organize a visit to Tripoli by an EBRD
delegation, to discuss how Libya can also benefit from the Institution’s experience and the financial facilitations, to build a solid base for long term infrastructural projects, in the framework of the Deauville Partnership.
Reference was also made to the request received from the UNDP for PAM to
serve as a clearing house, in coordinating international assistance to the newly
elected constituent body, which will be taken up in the forthcoming visit to
Tripoli.
H.E. Benown, expressed his country’s appreciation for the way PAM has followed the events in Libya, adding that Tripoli is aware that it has an important
role to play in the stability of the Mediterranean region, and will strive to cooperate fully with those countries, including within the 5+5 Process of the Western Mediterranean countries, in creating the best possible scenario for peace
and security in the region.//
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PAM’s Engagement in Human Rights
Highlighted in Antalya Meeting
Human Trafficking and Modern day Slavery; The consequences of displacement on Women and
children in conflicts – protection and assistance; and PAM’s engagement in Human Rights, were
thoroughly debated at the meeting of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 3 rd Standing
Committee on Human Rights and Dialogue, which was held in Antalya –Turkey, on 24-25 April 2014,
at the invitation of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey.
PAM parliamentary delegations
from the member states, keynote
speakers and experts participated
and contributed to a dynamic
and fruitful discussion over the
issues on the agenda. Every
session was introduced by at
least
two
high
profile
contributions which shed light
on the current trends and stateof-the-art knowledge, which
served to stimulate the debate
among the parliamentarians.
The
Antalya
parliamentary
session was critical for PAM to
further focus on a long term
vision, a new strategy, and an
implementation programme for
its engagement in the region, in a coordinated effort with national and international institutions, and all other
stakeholders committed to fight human trafficking, assist the most vulnerable members of society in areas of conflict,
and further improve the respect of human rights.
On this issue, PAM addressed, for the first time, the different aspects of Human Rights in a structured manner, and at
the end of the meeting a number of preliminary recommendations and conclusions were reached.
Primarily, suggestions were put forward to invest time and efforts to build a human rights culture among civil society
through educational programmes in schools and universities.
As law makers, within the framework of the PAM regional network, MPs can forge wider synergies to share knowledge
and acquired capacities to help ensure harmonisation and correct gaps.
Furthermore, MPs should be involved in the process for Universal Periodic Reviews for their country, and they should
take up specific Human Rights issues, such as trafficking, and pursue them systematically, through research, internal and
regional partnerships, capacity building, education, legislation and policy updates.
As a key result of the meeting, it was agreed that the PAM Secretariat shall coordinate with IOM, UNHCR, OCHA, the
UN Council of Human Rights, the Council of Europe, and other key players on both shores of the Mediterranean,
including Governments, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organisations, in order to organize specific induction
seminars in Geneva to establish and prepare PAM’s deployment capabilities, to undertake, when necessary and often at a
short notice, missions to specific hot spots in the Mediterranean region to exercise the instrument of soft diplomacy and
confidence building to support humanitarian operations, promote protection of civilians and advocate for the respect of
Human Rights.
These proposals will be further debated and consolidated, and will feature as an Action Programme proposal of the 3 rd
Standing Committee to be reviewed at the 9th PAM Plenary Session, which will be held in the Principality of Monaco in
February 2015. //
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“PAM - the most effective forum for cooperation in the
Mediterranean” - Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs
Current issues affecting Egypt’s process towards a new socio-political order and its wider implications in Regional stability were at the centre of a series of discussions held by a High level delegation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean during a mission to Cairo between 10 and 13 March 2014.
The PAM delegation, led by President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso (Italy), was made up of the Vice-President, Hon. Tayseer Quba’a (Palestine), the Vice-President, Hon. Maria da Conceição Pereira (Portugal), Hon. Qasem Belal (Palestine)
and Honorary President, Mr. Mohamed Abu El Enein (Egypt), Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, and the Deputy
Secretary General for Assembly Affairs, Mr. Mourad Youssry.
Meetings were held with H.E. Nabil Fahmy, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Egyp; H.E. Dr. Nabil El Arabi, Secretary General of the
League of Arab States; H.E. Mr. Amr Moussa, Former Minister of
Foreign Affair of Egypt, Former Secretary General of the League
of Arab States and former President of the Committee of the 50’s
for drafting the Egyptian Constitution; the Vice President and the
Secretary General of the Egyptian National Council for Human
Rights, and H.E. Abdel Nasser Al-Ganahy, Secretary General of
the Arab Parliament.
“In Egypt, we consider PAM as one of the most effective fora for cooperation and the Ministry is very satisfied with its
collaboration with the Assembly”, was the first comment of the Foreign Affairs Minister, Fahmi. PAM will contribute to
the upcoming elections with a monitoring mission as was the case on the occasion of the Jordanian elections in 2013.
On a national level, Minister Fahmi said that, first and foremost, Egypt needed continued dialogue with the Muslim
Brotherhood through the instruments of law and the constitution. “An important step forward for the Egyptians would be
to learn to agree and disagree, to be able to listen and to speak
without imposition”, Hon. Fahmi added. He also referred to
the difficult economic situation where tourism arrivals have
fallen together with foreign investment. Egypt needs an annual
growth of 8 to 9 per cent to return to a sustainable development process.
H.E. Dr. Nabil El Arabi, Secretary General of the League of Arab States, reaffirmed the importance of cooperation between PAM and the League of Arab States. PAM invited the LAS to contribute to the meeting on Human Rights in the
Mediterranean, held in Antalia, Turkey, on 24-25 April. It was also agreed to conduct in the coming months a joint PAM
-LAS initiative in order to meet other regional actors active in the Mediterranean to ensure coherence and complementarity of action.
H.E. Mr. Amr Moussa, underlined the major changes taking place
in the region adding that a point will be reached where a new regional order, a new security framework and a new cooperation
plan will have to be seriously considered. “We need to revive a
Mediterranean policy of cooperation. An inclusive vision to address and resolve social economic and security issues is absolutely
necessary”, Mr Moussa maintained.
PAM should be able to take up this challenge because it is a forum
where people are free to air their views and where ideas can grow
to foster integration in the region. “We should have this kind of club of the Mediterranean, which should work together
based on the original concept of the Barcelona Process with PAM among the key players”, H.E. Amr Moussa added.
(Continued on page 5)
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During the meeting with the National Council for Human rights, the PAM delegation was informed about the outcome
of a number of investigative reports on the role of the police forces and the demonstrators, in relation to the incidents
that took place during the revolution. The Egyptian Human Rights Council explained how, after the revolution events, a
strong civil society has flourished. They underlined the importance of the new constitution and above all its translation
into action where basic rights, elections and workers’ unions are concerned.
PAM briefed the Council on the activities of the 3 rd Standing Committee, and invited its representatives to play an active role in the forthcoming meeting on Human rights in the Mediterranean. Hon. Pereira also
offered to share the experience of transition in Portugal, following the
revolution of 40 years ago.
H.E. Abdel Nasser Al-Ganahy, Secretary General of the Arab Parliament said that as a new institution their Assembly has to reinforce its
capacity vis-a-vis its member states and the Arab League. He referred to
the suspension of Syria from the Arab Parliament and praised PAM’s approach to and engagement with Syria through
the channels offered by parliamentary diplomacy. Both President Amoruso and Secretary General Al-ganahy, agreed to
strengthen the relations between the two institutions and negotiations for an MoU will soon start.
The Middle East issues concerning the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, the Syrian crisis, the events and change processes in Libya and Tunisia, featured prominently during all the meetings, during which major and coordinated efforts by
the international community were called for.
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean will follow up on this mission with a series of consultations with the
member parliaments and other key actors in the region in order to coordinate any assistance that Egypt and its population will require in their quest for more stability, rights and economic progress. //

PAM delegation on mission to the Holy See - 11-12 June 2014
A High level large delegation from the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, lead by President Sen. Francesco
Amoruso (Italy), visited the Vatican City for talks on issues related to peace and stability in the Mediterranean region.
The delegation participated to the Papal Audience, when H.H. Pope Francis highlighted the need to fight slavery, human
trafficking, child labour, corruption and arms trade. The parliamentarians also had a brief exchange of views with Pope
Francis, particularly on the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, following the latest developments, namely the recent visit
of His Holiness to Israel and the Prayer Event in the Vatican Gardens, which brought together Israeli President, Shimon
Peres, and Palestinian President, Mahmoud Abbas.
The PAM delegation also visited the Italian Senate
where it was welcomed by President, H.E. Pietro
Grasso. The PAM Delegation also met H.E. Monsignor Dominique Mamberti, Secretary for Relations
with States for the Holy See, with whom intercultural and inter-religious dialogue, cooperation between PAM and the Holy See in support of the Middle East Peace Process, the respect of religious minorities and the strengthening of human rights, were
discussed. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has long established a fruitful collaboration
with the Holy See, an Associate State to the Assembly, and representatives of the Vatican participate
actively on a regular basis to PAM events, where the
wellbeing of the Mediterranean citizens is at the top
of the agenda. The PAM Secretariat also briefs, on a
regular basis, the Holy See on its strategic and focused initiatives aimed at supporting all those processes facilitating the
solution to historical differences on one hand, and assisting in the achievement of the legitimate aspirations of the Mediterranean citizens.//
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PAM HIGH LEVEL MISSION IN MOSCOW –

8 April, 2014

The latest developments in the Middle East Peace Process and the Conflict in Syria were at the top of
the agenda during a Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) High Level Mission to
Moscow between 8 and 11 April, 2014.
This mission followed up on PAM’s strategic
programme of meetings with the UN Secretary
General, the UN Specials Envoys for the Middle
East and Syria, and of dedicated consultations
held in Quito, Damascus, Beirut, Amman, Ramallah, Jerusalem and Cairo.
“The current impasse in the Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations, following recent unilateral initiatives from both sides, is of particular concern to
us. Likewise, our attention is also high on the
humanitarian consequences of the hostilities in
Syria, and therefore PAM is continuing to engage
in a wide ranging exercise with all major international stakeholders to reduce differences in the
Middle East, and to secure further humanitarian
assistance and protection to the civilian population in Syria and neighboring countries. At the
same time, PAM’s objective remains that of promoting and supporting lasting solutions”, PAM
President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso commented.
The PAM delegation, lead by President Amoruso
(Italy), and comprising parliamentarians from
Morocco, Palestine, the Principality of Monaco
and Syria, as well as PAM Secretary General and
Deputy SG, held meetings with the ViceChairman of the State Duma, H.E. Sergey
Zheleznyak; State Secretary – Vice-Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, H.E.
Grigoriy Karasin; Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, H.E. Mikhail
Bogdanov; and the Vice-Chairman of the Federation Council Committee for International Affairs, H.E. Andrey Klimov.

During the discussions, other issues of concern to the Mediterranean region and the strengthening of relations
between PAM and the Russian Federation were reviewed.
“PAM’s role, in a period of renewed tensions, has acquired further importance, where parliamentarians can
contribute through soft diplomacy to facilitate, within a less critical and polarised approach, dialogue, confidence building and negotiations at the international level”, PAM Secretary General said.//
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PAM reviews cooperation with the UN Geneva Headquarters
In the framework of the structured cooperation between the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and the United
Nations, PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, at the beginning of March 2014 held a series of meetings with UN
Senior Officials at the Geneva Headquarters.
The new UNOG Acting Director General, H.E. Amb. Michael Møller, stressed the importance that PAM has for the UN System in
addressing a number of regional issues, and called for strengthened cooperation to be pursued on topics such as regional security and
stability, disarmament, economic development, environment, climate change and human rights. To that end, he will start a series of
internal consultations in order to submit to PAM a number of specific initiatives.
Amb. Piazzi conveyed the message of PAM President, H.E. Senator Francesco Amoruso, for the Assembly to be more actively involved in the works of the UN Human Rights Council. In the near future the PAM 3 rd Standing Committee will be requested to
appoint a dedicated team to follow on the activities of the Council.
The Syrian crisis, the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, the democratic transition in Libya, Tunisia and Egypt, the Constitutional Reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the resumption of the negotiations in Cyprus, were also reviewed in the course of the discussion, as well as the forthcoming PAM missions to Cairo and Tripoli.
Amb. Møller also expressed, in this context, his commitment to re-establish within his remit, the function and responsibilities for a
more UN focused approach to the Mediterranean, as in the case of his predecessors.
The Director General praised the ongoing cooperation between PAM and the UN Economic Cluster, which every second year hosts
a meeting of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean. PAM Secretary General was also invited to address the
Diplomatic Corps accredited to the UN in Geneva, to update them on the ongoing and future activities of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean.
Other discussions were held with Ms. Petra Lantz, Director of the European Office of the UNDP, in order to evaluate options for
the implementation of the proposal made by the UNDP Arab Office and Libya itself, for PAM to act as a clearing house for international parliamentary assistance to the Libyan newly elected Constituent Assembly.
As part of the visit, a meeting was also held with Mr. Kingston Rhodes, Chairman of the UN International Civil Service Commission
(ICSC), of which the PAM Secretariat follows the rules and regulations, in order to ensure the support of the Commission to the
administrative work of the Assembly. Amb. Gerhard Putman-Cramer, PAM Permanent Observer to the UN and other international
organizations in Geneva, organized and attended this official visit.

Tunisian Foreign Minister invites PAM to Tunis to discuss increased cooperation
On the margin of the UN Human Rights Council Advisory Committee, in Geneva, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, met with the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Tunisia, H.E. Mongi Hamdi, with whom
issues pertaining to the democratic process in Tunisia were discussed.
Minister Hamdi and Amb. Piazzi discussed the way forward in the implementation of the new Constitution and looked into the strategic role that PAM can play in garnering assistance in the economic field,
including the strengthening of relations with the EBRD. The role of PAM to facilitate a coherent support
by the international community to the Legislative Assembly of Libya, was also discussed, as recently suggested by the UNDP. To this end, the Minister invited PAM to visit Tunis in the near future to identify
the most urgent issues and define a work plan to be implemented in the short term.
Other topics raised during the meeting, included the same processes taking place in Libya and Egypt, the
forthcoming Conference in Rome to support Libya, and the efforts at the EU and Regional levels needed
to speed up the recovery from the economic and financial crisis, in order to provide concrete job opportunities to the youth of the
Mediterranean. PAM has been actively involved, at the request of the Tunisian authorities, in providing the support required in the
framework of the drafting of the new Constitution, which was adopted on 26 January 2014, and the re-launching of the economic
activities in the country.
The Minister also expressed his appreciation for the participation of PAM President, H.E. Senator Francesco Amoruso, at the Presidential Ceremony on the occasion of the adoption of the Tunisian Constitution held at the National Constituent Assembly in Tunis.
In his personal invitation to Sen. Amoruso, the President of the National Constituent Assembly of Tunisia, H.E. Mustapha Ben
Jaafar, had underlined the contribution and the continued support of PAM to the “Tunisian revolution” and the attention dedicated
to the democratic transitional process.//
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“Waste management needs to be analyzed and tackled at the regional level,
in a scenario that demands of us the use of resources in the best possible
way”- PAM Panel Meeting – Caserta, Italy, 29-30 May 2014
“Waste management: collection, recycle, reuse: an
opportunity for regional cooperation, productive
activities and environmental protection in the EuroMediterranean region”, was the topic of the latest event in

a series of Conferences organized within the framework of
the Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. The
meeting was held on 29-30 May 2014, and organized at the
invitation of Confindustria (Italian Federation of Industries),
with the support of the Chamber of Commerce of Caserta.
Parliamentarians from the PAM member and partner countries,
as well as experts of the sector, regional and international
institutions, such as PABSEC and the members of the PAM
Panel, discussed a number of topics with the aim to pave the way for the promotion of a comprehensive and
coherent Mediterranean network for a holistic approach to waste management in terms of environment,
management of resources, quality of life and business/job creation opportunities, as well as harmonized
legislations.
The PAM Panel Meeting focused on
three specific themes, namely “The
Current waste management system in
the Mediterranean: best practices,
institutional
design
and
technologies”, “Collaboration and
cooperation between institutions and
operators”, and “Regional initiatives,
agreements and collective actions”.
An open debate followed each session
and a number of practical proposals from a legislative and operational aspect were put forward and discussed by
the participants.
The conclusions of the Caserta meeting mainly highlighted the importance of analyzing and tackling the issue of
waste management at the wider regional level, the need to consider waste as a resource, with benefits on the
standard of living, employment and quality of the environment, and finally the crucial role of education, especially
in terms of promoting, in a structured manner, among youth and the
citizens at large, the value and the collective advantages that can be
achieved in the waste management cycle through a more active and
responsible participation and commitment at the individual level.
In his final comments Eng. Alessandro Ortis, Co-Chair of the PAM
Panel, stated that “Managing to implement the proposals and
conclusions of the Meeting would allow turning waste into a resource,
with benefits on the standard of living, employment and the quality of
the environment”.//
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