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The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean

The Parliamentary Assembly of
the Mediterranean is the forum
where the Parliaments of the
region come together and
operate to reach those common
objectives towards the creation
of the best political, social,
economic and cultural
environment and conditions for
the fellow citizens of the member
states.

The Parliamentary Dimension of the 5+5 Dialogue
pivotal in furthering cooperation in the Western
Mediterranean Forum

The Secretariat of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) convened
the 4th High Level
Meeting of the Parliaments of the Western
Mediterranean Forum in
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In his opening remarks, the First Vice President of the National Assembly of
Mauritania, H.E. El Arbi Ould Jidein, underlined the privilege for his country
Through PAM, political dialogue
to host the Parliamentary dimension of the Western Mediterranean Forum
and understanding between the
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During the meeting, key priority issues regarding the security and the stability in the Western Mediterranean region
were raised.
French MP, Hon. Michel Vauzelle referred to the situation in Mali, and stressed the role of Parliaments in ensuring
the legitimacy of countries within the rule of law, since they are the highest expression of democracy. The role of
France, he added, is particularly sensitive, and the decision by French President, H.E. François Hollande, to intervene, was not an easy one due the colonial experience. The threat to Mali’s security, unity and stability was such that
it required the intervention of the international community, and PAM, in close cooperation with the United Nations,
has an important role to play in order to contribute in the achievement of a long lasting peace, and in establishing a
strategic approach towards stability, stretching across the entire Sahelian region and Saharan Africa.
H.E. Mohammed Djemiai, Vice President of the National People’s Assembly of Algeria introduced the debate on the
issue of terrorism in the region, and stressed the need to harmonise national legislations in order to combat it in an
effective and coordinated manner, including the need for a more integrated control of the borders surrounding Mali
to prevent terrorist groups from moving to neighbouring countries.
The Syrian parliament and all the parties involved in the Syrian crisis were called upon to guarantee the safety of
civilians and to facilitate the passage and delivery of humanitarian aid from the international community.
The contribution of parliamentarians for the recovery of economic growth in the Western Mediterranean region was
also discussed. PAM Vice-President and President of the Economic Affairs Committee, Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh,
(Morocco), highlighted the interdependence of stability and development, where trade facilitation, job creation, support to SMEs, youth employment and education are factors that need urgent actions.
PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, in presenting the final declaration adopted by the parliamentarians at
the Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs the following day, reaffirmed the pivotal role of the Parliamentary
Dimension of the 5+5 Dialogue in furthering the cooperation required among the countries of the Western Mediterranean Forum. In this way, they can strengthen democratic institutions and deepen integration to make the region less
vulnerable to instability. “Representative democracies and parliaments are best placed to respond to political and
economic challenges, and to prevent divisions emerging between leaders and the citizens”, Amb. Piazzi added.

On their part, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Western Mediterranean Dialogue, in the conclusions at the end
of their meeting, invited PAM parliamentarians and local authorities to increase their fruitful dialogue and to provide
their precious contribution in the implementation of the objectives and priorities agreed upon in Nouakchott for the
well-being of the people of the region.
The next meeting of the Parliamentary 5+5 Western Mediterranean Forum will take place in Portugal in April 2014,
at the invitation of the Portuguese parliament. //
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The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and the Union for the
Mediterranean define cooperation objectives
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and the Union of the Mediterranean have established a
strategic road map for a coordinated effort to tackle the major priority areas in the Mediterranean region.
PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi,
and UfM Secretary General, Mr.Fathallah
Sijilmassi, held an intensive bilateral meeting
at the UfM Headquarters in Barcelona, on 9
April 2013, at the end of which a
Memorandum of Understanding was signed.
Amb. Piazzi, in the framework of PAM’s
ongoing parliamentary diplomacy initiatives,
briefed his UfM counterpart about the
upcoming meeting on Syria, during which
particular attention will be dedicated to the
humanitarian dimension, especially the
internally displaced and the refugees in the
neighbouring countries.
In the wider context, PAM Secretary General
also informed Mr Sijilmassi of the PAM forthcoming mission in the Middle East, which will include also a
visit to Damascus, where the situation of the Palestinian refugees in Syria will be also addressed.
The Secretary General of the UfM informed Dr. Piazzi about the activities of the Secretariat in Barcelona
in relation to the possible areas of cooperation with PAM, including that with the PAM Panel on economic
affairs.
To this effect, an overview of the activities of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the
Mediterranean highlighted the role of the Assembly in the economic sector in the region, and reference was
made to the important collaboration with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development,
UNECE and UNIDO. Other related issues covered the latest developments in energy, trade, food security,
migration, women, youth, SMEs and job creation.
The two Secretaries General expressed reciprocal full support and assistance for their respective endeavors
and underlined the need for an effective cooperation between the two institutions.//
PAM at the NATO PA Rose-Roth Mediterranean and Middle East Special Group (GSM) meeting
The Vice President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco) represented PAM at
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly Rose-Roth/Mediterranean and Middle East Special Group (GSM) meeting held in Marrakesh Morocco from 3-5 April 2013. Entitled Political and Security Changes in North Africa: Implications for Peace and Cooperation in the Euro-Mediterranean and Transatlantic Regions, the seminar engaged Parliamentarians from 25 NATO member
and Partner countries as well as legislators from Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Senegal. The gathering marked the 82nd Rose Roth
Seminar and included in the discussions a number of leading experts, government officials, representatives of international organizations, among which PAM, and members of the diplomatic community.
Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh highlighted the major initiatives undertaken by the Assembly in the context of the political changes taking
place in the Mediterranean, and in particular North Africa and the Middle East. He also reaffirmed the centrality of the Mediterranean region, where PAM is acting as a coordination platform for the institutions in the Euromediterranean, North African and
Middle East regions. The multi-sectoral approach by PAM to the current strategic priority areas and challenges is aimed at
guaranteeing in the short and long term security, stability and prosperity in the region”, Sen. Lmarbouh concluded.
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PAM at UfM Speakers Summit in Marseille –
2008 PAM ‘Closer to our Citizens’ Paper gains further relevance
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) President, Senator Francesco Amoruso (Italy) and
Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi attended the Summit of the Speakers of the Parliaments of the
Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) member countries in Marseille on 6 and 7 April, 2013.
The Summit convened at the initiative of the President of the European Parliament and President of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the UfM, H.E. Martin Shulz, was the first high-level meeting since the summit
of the Heads of State and Government of the UfM held in Paris in 2009 and the first regional meeting since
the Arab Spring. In particular, President Shultz has underlined that “This summit represented an
opportunity to show that Parliaments are ready to fill the political leadership gap from which the UfM has
suffered from in recent years”.
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has been actively engaged in a number of initiatives at
the parliamentary diplomacy level in the last few years and in particular during the events leading to the
Arab Spring. PAM is also involved in the processes which are introducing in these countries the rule of law
and the democratic principles of participation by the citizens at large. The challenges of the democratic
transition which is under way in some Mediterranean countries can only be met with stronger and more
effective parliaments which listen to their citizens.
Way back in 2008, the Maltese delegation to PAM, on the occasion of the Plenary Session in Monaco, had
presented the paper “Closer to our citizens”, in which a number of proposals were made to the PAM
member Parliaments on how to involve citizens within parliamentary structures. Moreover, in September
2005, a UN meeting gathering all the Speakers of Parliaments stated unequivocally that “Parliaments are
the central institution through which the will of people is expressed”.
The Speakers of the Parliaments at the Marseille Summit also received proposals from the Anna Lindh
Foundation Forum, held concurrently in Marseille, and drew up their own recommendations to be put to
the governing bodies of the Union for the Mediterranean.//

Jordan Election Process well organized and in respect of standards – PAM monitoring
mission concludes The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) was among the international organizations invited to monitor the
general elections in Jordan, on 23 January 2013. The PAM Head of Delegation, Hon. Fernando Serrasqueiro (Portugal), was
accompanied by Hon. Renato Sampaio and Hon. Antonio Pedro Roque Oliveira, both from Portugal, and Mr. Mourad Youssry,
Deputy to the PAM Secretary-General for Assembly Affairs.
The Chief of the Royal Court of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan and former PAM President, Sen. Dr. Fayyez Al
Tarawneh welcomed the delegation and expressed his
appreciation for the observation mission at the Jordanian
elections, which underlines the commitment and the active role
PAM is playing in the region.
On Election Day, the PAM delegation visited several polling
stations in Amman and in the outskirts of the city and
concluded that the process appeared to respect procedural
standards, was well organized, and the general environment
was normal and very similar to any polling station in Western
democracies.//

The full report and views of the PAM mission in Jordan are available on PAM’s website (www.pam.int).
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PAM at 128th IPU Assembly in Quito, Ecuador
Democratic governance – parliaments pivotal in decision-making processes
Parliaments will have to play a central role in the implementation of the future Sustainable Development goals, with
policies and plans drawn up through participatory and inclusive processes. This is the vision to which nearly 120
national parliamentary delegations from around the world have committed themselves at the end of the 128th InterParliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly held between 22-27 March 2013, in Quito, Ecuador. The main theme
addressed by the IPU Assembly was “From unrelenting growth to purposeful development – Buen Vivir”, and it was
chosen as a contribution to the global reflection on the post 2015 development agenda and the future Sustainable
Development Goals.
The Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean (PAM) was among the
leading
regional
parliamentary
organizations participating at the
Assembly. PAM was represented by
Secretary General, Ambassador Sergio
Piazzi.
Participation,
transparency
and
accountability were once again declared
as key pillars of democracy and of the
way democracy applies to the
functioning of governments at all levels
– global, national and local – and in
response to citizens’ needs.
PAM’s core issues and values of peace,
stability and solidarity were at the centre
of the debate on the well-being, in all its
dimensions, of the global community.
Job creation, youth employment, publicprivate partnerships, green energy,
climate change, gender inequality, education, health and culture were also among the key issues highlighted as
factors leading to greater economic and social growth.
To this effect, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) will organize, in cooperation with the
United Nations Trade and Productive Capacity Cluster, the high-level inter-governmental conference “Harnessing
Trade for Growth in the Mediterranean”. The event will take place on 30 -31 May 2013, at the Palais des Nations in
Geneva, Switzerland, and will be hosted by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and
UNCTAD. The IPU and other European Institutions will also contribute to this event.
The main objective of the conference is to define specific policies and operational instruments to stimulate growth in
the region, and to adopt tailored recommendations in support of SMEs, infrastructures, investments and job creation
in the Mediterranean. It will gather over 200 parliamentarians, representatives of governments, entrepreneurs,
investment promotion agencies and academics from the whole Mediterranean basin and from all UN member states,
together with experts of the major international and regional financial institutions active in the area.
PAM’s Strategic and Action Plan for the next 5 years is focusing on these issues and through its network of
parliamentary dialogue, PAM will continue to strengthen its position as the Centre of Excellence where all the
stakeholders can count on a consolidated platform to debate and exchange ideas, projects and best practices. PAM’s
commitment encompasses the most urgent challenges in the political, economic and social spheres of the
Mediterranean region and through its cooperation and collaboration agreements with the major international and
regional institutions, it manages to keep high on the agenda of the region the requirements and aspirations of the
(Continued on page 6)
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citizens, from North to South.
PAM has always believed that the participation of all citizens in the decisions that affect the personal, social and
environmental context is a key dimension of the well-being principles considered as core values by the IPU
Assembly in view of the Sustainable Development Goals after 2015. “The citizen remains the main focus
of PAM’s actions and our successes and failures can only be measured through the concrete impact that we leave in
the everyday life of the populations of the Mediterranean”, Dr. Piazzi commented.
The internal conflict in Syria was also among the major international issues discussed during the Assembly.
Proposals for an immediate ceasefire and the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the civilian population were
amply debated. On this issue PAM has been highly operational and has put its parliamentary network at the full
disposal of UN-League of Arab States Joint Special Envoys for Syria, H.E. Kofi Annan and H.E. Lakhdar Brahimi
respectively. With regards to the Middle East in general PAM will also organize in the coming weeks a High level
mission to the region with visits to Jerusalem, Ramallah, Amman and Beirut. A number of bilateral meetings were
held in Quito between PAM and the delegation of Syria, led by H.E. Mohammad Jihad al-Laham, Speaker of the
parliament.
PAM Secretary General was also engaged in a number of bilateral meetings withother delegations from PAM
member parliaments attending the Quito Meeting.

Statement by the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Mediterranean on the election of
H.H. Pope Francis
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean
expresses its congratulations to Cardinal Jorge
Mario Bergoglio of Buenos Aires, Argentina, on
his election as spiritual leader of the Roman Catholic Church, under the name of H.H. Pope Francis.
Inter-religious dialogue
among the three major
Mediterranean monotheistic religions, is one of the
pillars on which PAM has
always forged its role and
commitment towards the
achievement and consolidation of peace among the
region’s citizens. The
Holy See, as a Partner
State of the Assembly, is
actively
involved
in
PAM’s endeavors, and its representatives regularly
contribute to the debate among the Mediterranean
parliamentarians.
PAM takes this opportunity to reiterate its full support to H.H. Pope Francis in his future leadership of
the Roman Catholic Church and will leave no stone
unturned as to assist, through its parliamentary diplomacy dimension, all those efforts addressing
inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue in the
Mediterranean region. //

PAM mission to US and UN discussed with
US Ambassador to Malta
The forthcoming mission to the United States of America
by a High Level Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) delegation to meet with US Congressmen
and State Department representatives and United Nations
Senior Officials, was at the centre of a meeting between
PAM Secretary General, Ambassador Sergio Piazzi and
the US Ambassador H.E. Gina K. AbercrombieWinstanley, held at the US Embassy in Malta in February
2013.
Amb. Piazzi briefed the US Ambassador on the upcoming
consultations with the UN Security Council following the
contribution of the Chairman of the UN Security Council
Counterterrorism Committee, Amb. Hardeep Singh Puri
(Permanent Representative of India to the UN in New
York), to the PAM VII Plenary Session in Malta in October 2012.
The PAM Bureau, will visit the Middle East in 2013 to
meet Governments and Parliaments in the region, where
particular attention will be dedicated to the living conditions for both Israeli and Palestinian peoples.
With reference to PAM ongoing initiatives to support the
strengthening of democratic institutions in Libya by organizing specific study tours for Libyan MPs to PAM member and partner countries, the US Ambassador will also
look into options to associate the US Congress and Senate
to the PAM programme. The US Ambassador expressed
her support and appreciation to PAM’s initiatives and particularly to the active involvement in assisting the international community in delivering the humanitarian assistance to the civilian population in Syria, where the situation is deteriorating to unsustainable levels. //
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PAM and the UN Alliance of Civilisations
sign Memorandum of Understanding
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) and the UN Alliance of Civilisations (UNAC)
have signed a Memorandum of Understanding, paving the way for joint PAM and UNAC efforts to promote cross-cultural understanding and reconciliation among cultures globally, with particular emphasis on
actions relating to tourism stakeholders, youth, education and media.
The Assembly had been invited to become a member of the “Group of Friends” of the UNAC on the occasion of the high-level segment of the UN General Assembly in New York on 26 September 2012, to support the action of the UN High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations. On that occasion, the PAM
delegation attending the UN General Assembly, also held a bilateral meeting with the High Representative
of the UNAC, H.E. Jorge Sampaio, with whom common initiatives and cooperation were discussed.
The signing of the MoU was held in Austria during the “5 th Global Forum – Vienna 2013” of the Alliance
of Civilizations dedicated to “Promoting Responsible Leadership in Diversity and Dialogue’. Hon. Maria
Conceicao Pereira, PAM Vice President and President of the 3 rd Standing committee on Dialogue amongst
Civilizations and Human Rights signed on behalf of the Assembly, while the new High Representative of
the UNAC, H.E. Nadir Abdelaziz Nassir, signed for the UNAC. Present for the ceremony was also former
President of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee and Roving Ambassador, Hon. Tevfik Ziyaeddin Akbulut,
from the Great Assembly of Turkey.
PAM and the UNAC agreed to support each other’s efforts and, to strengthen their relations in areas of
mutual interest such as the preservation of cultural diversity and the promotion of intercultural dialogue
and cooperation in the Mediterranean region. Other initiatives will focus on the improvement of relations
between peoples of different cultures, religions and traditions, and the promotion of human rights, democracy, rule of law, as well as education for democracy, human rights and pluralism, particularly among
youth. Among the priority objectives there is the support to the creation of new opportunities for dialogue
and cooperation among parliamentarians in the Mediterranean region by using intercultural dialogue as a
tool to build inclusive, pluralist, tolerant and democratic societies.//

Anna Lindh Foundation to expand on PAM’s Mediterranean Day
The Anna Lindh Foundation will join the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Mediterranean’s
Mediterranean Day,
held annually on 21 March, with a Mediterranean Week,
where voices and joint actions of citizens, parliaments,
local authorities and civil society will be shared. During
the Anna Lindh Forum held in Marseille, PAM President,
Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso also held a bilateral meeting with the Foundation President, Dr. André Azoulay,
with whom further cooperation was discussed, in line with
PAM’s vision to work closer with the civil society
representatives, in order to broaden its spectrum of
collaboration with other international organisations. PAM
is a full member of the Anna Lindh Network.//
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PAM MPs have a role in the process of integration and cooperation through the PAM
Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean –
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), represented by its Vice President and President of the Economic
Affairs Committee, Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco), participated at and actively contributed to the Power Industry North Africa Conference, held in Casablanca, Morocco, on 27 February 2013. PAM was also among the major regional and international organizations sponsoring the event, a key conference for public-private partnership. The Power Industry North Africa
Conference highlighted the key power sector issues impacting Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, PAM member
countries which have seen major planned developments in renewables such as solar and wind energy, as well as natural gasfired generating capacity in recent years, due to increased demands.
In his keynote speech on the theme “Setting the Scene for Power Industry North Africa 2012 – Regional and National Power
Markets Updates and Reports”, Sen. Lmarbouh recalled PAM’s commitment, since its establishment, to the various issues related to energy. In this context, PAM MPs have a role to play in the much needed process of integration and cooperation, especially through the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, a dedicated instrument aimed at support the regional economy, and its Energy Group.
The PAM Panel was launched in May 2010 in Lisbon. The main aim of the Panel is to gather, around the same table, parliamentarians and key economic actors, such as investment promotion agencies, international financial institutions, employers’ federations, regulators, normative agencies, chambers of commerce and consumers’ associations, in order to stimulate joint actions
and propose practical measures – including at legislative levels – to be undertaken to strengthen trade and secure social dignity
for all peoples of the region.
“The availability of secure, convenient and environmentally benign energy systems, viewed from a sustainable development
perspective, represents the basis for a region of social and political development and stability”, Sen. Lmarbouh said. This hs ared
view is at the basis of the fruitful collaboration between our Assembly, MEDREG, Med-TSO, the EBRD and the European
Commission.
“Our commitment on energy-related issues will continue in 2013. The Parliament of Morocco will host, at the beginning of
May, the meeting of the executive members of the Energy Group of the PAM Panel, in order to analyze the status of the implementation of the recommendations made at the end of the PAM Ouarzazate Meeting in September 2012, other energy initiatives
in the region, as well as strategies and priorities of the dedicated working Group for the biennium 2013-2014”, Sen. Lmarbouh
concluded. //
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