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2nd OPERATIONAL MEETING OF THE 

PAM PANEL ON EXTERNAL TRADE AND INVESTMENTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

4-5 May 2010, Palais des Nations - Geneva, Switzerland 

 

Report and Conclusions 
 

 

The 2
nd

 Operational Meeting of the PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the 

Mediterranean took place at the UN European HQ, in Geneva, co-organized by PAM with UNECE 

(United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) and UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development). It brought together more than 100 participants, from 22 national 

governmental and parliamentary delegations, 6 UN Organizations and Specialised Agencies, 8 

International and Regional Organizations, as well as NGOs, financial institutions and representatives 

from academia and the private sector. Welcoming addresses were given by Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, 

UNCTAD Secretary-General, Mr. Andrey Vasilyev, Deputy Executive Secretary of UNECE, and 

Italian Senator Francesco Maria Amoruso, President of the PAM 2
nd

 Standing Committee. 40 high-

level speakers addressed the conference, which was closed by Jordanian Senator Marwan Alhmoud, 

Vice President of PAM 2
nd

 Standing Committee. 

The meeting represents a key step in PAM and UN shared commitment to promote stability and 

democracy in the Mediterranean through trade and investments.  

 

Focus of the Joint PAM/UN Conference 

 

The participants agreed that the recent developments in the region were generated by economic issues. 

These included the destabilising impact of unemployment, rising food and energy prices, coupled to a 

slow recovery from the global financial and economic crisis. The conference noted that many countries 

are experiencing high budget deficits and poor levels of foreign investment, with soaring youth 

unemployment particularly in the South Mediterranean. Poor distribution of wealth, as well as 

compression of domestic wage levels despite general economic growth in the region, led to a reduction 

in consumer purchasing power, often due to corruption.  

 

All participants pointed to the need to invest on economic development, within a master plan that 

addresses the issue of poverty, generates employment through investments for production-led growth, 

while enhancing competitiveness through the adoption of trade facilitation measures and partnerships. 

These are the key elements required to foster peace, security, and stability throughout the region. The 

Conference further considered that well-structured regional free trade agreements are an important 

instrument to relaunch the Mediterranean economic area. It was also agreed that a general tax reform is 

urgently needed, with the progressive taxation of wealth, while ensuring that the weak economic 

sectors are not overburdened by inappropriate fiscal policies. It was agreed that particular attention 

should be given to agriculture and tourism, as they represent two major economic sectors for economy, 

especially in Southern Mediterranean. The Conference also concurred that measures need to be adopted 
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to improve transparency and accountability among government actors, in order to contrast corruption 

and cronyism.  

 

The Conference concluded that governments of European and Mediterranean States and beyond need 

to acknowledge the geopolitical and strategic importance of the Mediterranean region as a single entity, 

and act decisively and swiftly to enact policies that would relaunch the economy in the Mediterranean.  

 

Given the many areas for potential cooperation with UN organizations in the trade area, PAM 

welcomed the decision of strengthening cooperation and consultation with the UN Trade and 

Productive Capacity Cluster. This could take place through the formulation of new assistance 

programmes for the Mediterranean countries at the national, regional and sub regional levels as 

appropriate, and by providing technical expertise to existing activities and projects. 

 

Five main themes were discussed during the meeting: 

 

1. Policy considerations/Customs Unions/Regional Free Trade Agreements 

 

All the Mediterranean countries have entered into various forms of customs unions/regional free trade 

agreements, whether bilaterally or multilaterally, as national markets are no longer adequate to face the 

challenges of globalisation. While free trade agreements may lead to favourable trade and fiscal 

regimes for the parties to them, they may also lead to short-sighted policies that build barriers to 

regional development by, in particular, penalising non-parties. 

 

It was therefore recommended that remaining barriers to trade need to be removed throughout the 

Mediterranean, for example, in relation to customs clearance and by standardising procedures to 

improve competitiveness.  

 

2. Trade and logistics facilitation 

 

Trade among Mediterranean countries is experiencing problems due to low levels of exports in some 

countries, poor intra-regional trade (whether North-South or South-South) and lack of coordination and 

integration at regional level, notably due to the absence of common documentary formats and 

procedures. Moreover, protectionism has been a typical response since the global economic crisis 

started, but this has led to differentiated markets and is contrary to the liberalisation processes. 

 

Transport is a strategic sector for economic development, which requires long-term political 

commitment throughout the region. This is strictly connected with infrastructure.  

 

It was widely agreed that there is a considerable disparity between transport networks on the North and 

South shores of the Mediterranean, and much still needs to be done to improve the Mediterranean 

transport networks. Major investments are required to improve transport and logistics by enhancing the 

major corridors.  

 

Transit procedures also need to be multilateral, in order to facilitate trade movement and make it more 

competitive, and the adoption of the TIR convention was recommended for non member states, or 

where signatory states had not yet implemented it. In this context, States were urged to review their 

domestic legislation with a view to overcoming obstacles to its implementation, as well as review other 

regional and international transport conventions of relevance to the region, with a view to acceding to 

them. As regards trade facilitation mechanisms, Mediterranean States were asked to consider what 
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could be done in their respective countries for ensuring the standardization / harmonisation of 

documentation, and where possible computerization. PAM countries were also encouraged to adopt a 

common legal framework setting out common standards, information and procedures, as well as 

consider relevant legislative activity, to create an enabling environment for e-commerce. 

 

The “Single Windows System” was also recommended for all procedures involved in imports/exports 

to save time and optimise human and financial resources. To implement Single Window Systems, 

strong political will is required in addition to technical reforms, a common legal framework and 

common standards. UNECE and PAM are key partners in facilitating this process. Computerisation of 

customs clearance procedures and Single Windows Systems can make an important contribution to 

facilitating imports/exports. In this sense, assistance is available from the UNCTAD ASYCUDA 

programme, which has been contributing to the modernisation of customs systems for over 25 years. 

 

It was suggested that the three regional UN Economic Commissions, namely UNECE (Europe), 

UNECA (Africa) UNESCWA (West Asia) should set up a joint programme to support economic 

development in the Mediterranean, identifying specific obstacles and opportunities based on their 

respective areas of expertise, as a single partner to PAM. On its side, PAM will contribute to building 

the political consensus required to support economic development by determining specific actions for 

South-South integration, promoting establishment of both national trade and transport facilitation 

committees in national and regional parliaments. PAM will also report to Member States and UNGA 

on progress made. It was also suggested that PAM should create a “clearing house mechanism” to 

serve the specific aim of facilitating the exchange of lessons learned and best practices among the 

actors in intra-PAM trade. 

 

3. Productive capacity development as a key requisite for sustained, inclusive growth 

 

Productive capacity development requires cohesive strategies that create synergies between trade, 

industrial, labor and other policy areas. This allows for greater specialization in dynamic or technology-

intensive products offering high added value. As most countries in the region face rising 

unemployment and poverty levels, governments need to ensure that the expansion of dynamic sectors 

should not be to the detriment of labor-intensive industries, by supporting the need for economic 

diversification that generates employment.  

 

It was suggested that responses need to be sector-focused, and geared towards developing production 

capacity in companies based on a bottom-up approach. These should focus, among others, on the 

technological capabilities of SMEs at the micro-level, fostering intercompany coordination, 

diversifying and developing trade-related services and providing investment and foreign exchange 

availability mechanisms. Moreover, the integration and partnership among SMEs needs to be fostered 

into regional global/regional value-chains in compliance with prevailing corporate social responsibility 

standards and principles of business ethics. Several priority sectors were suggested for development: 

agriculture (to reduce poverty and unemployment as it is a labour intensive sector), and tourism 

(through specific development programmes). PAM States were also called upon to play a more active 

role in international standards organizations, in acknowledgment of their importance as key 

mechanisms for international economic and technical cooperation, and technology transfer. 

 

Participants agreed on the necessity of having a financial institution dedicated to structural investments 

and supporting SMEs in the region. This institution must be solid and reliable. It was suggested that it 

could be a branch of the European Investment Bank, in partnership with other financial institutions. 
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4. Energy 

 

Socio-economic progress is becoming increasingly associated with the availability of adequate, 

consistent, reliable, environmentally friendly and sustainable energy systems. In fact, the challenges 

faced by the energy sector and environmental protection should be tackled with the commitment of all 

stakeholders. Accordingly, dialogue needs to be strengthened with cooperation among all countries of 

the Mediterranean basin, as well as at regional, international and global level between Institutions 

(Parliaments, Governments, Regulators), public and private operators, and consumers. In this context, it 

was highly recommended that infrastructural capacities needed improved rationalisation. This relates to 

the flows of energy resources and trading, the promotion of energy efficiency mechanisms and 

renewable energy sources, know-how and technology transfer, the integration of energy markets, and 

finally the harmonization of legal and regulatory frameworks, in relation to which the Association of 

Mediterranean Regulators for Electricity and Gas (MEDREG) could play a leading role. 

 

National parliamentary energy committees were urged to give their contribution and support to PAM’s 

activities, with PAM organizing an annual meeting with the participation of the respective Committees 

and UNECE. Mediterranean countries were called upon to set up independent energy regulatory 

authorities, where they do not exist to date. Moreover, the establishment of a permanent institutional 

mechanism to monitor the implementation of ongoing energy projects was recommended, also to 

provide technical support.  This could be achieved rapidly through the relaunch of the Rome Euro-

Mediterranean Energy Platform (REMEP), which was set up by the Euro-Mediterranean Energy 

Ministerial Conference of December 2003. 

 

5. Water 

 

The Mediterranean region faces three major challenges relating to the use of water, whether for 

agricultural, industrial or private consumption: population growth; development strategies; climate 

change. These challenges will only accentuate the problems of water scarcity over the next 15 years. 

The Mediterranean region needs to develop water conservation and better water management projects, 

including trans-boundary sharing and pooling of water resources. Moreover, open, transparent, formal 

mechanisms need to be established to address cross-border issues including planning for the use and 

conservation of shared water resources. These are essential for the future stability of the region given 

the unequal distribution of water throughout the Mediterranean, and that water scarcity already affects 

a large proportion of the population in the South. 

 

The Conference further recommended that additional and energy-efficient non-conventional water 

systems, such as desalination and water reuse, need to be developed. Moreover, fair and effective 

models of governance and financing were recommended to implement projects addressing the issue of 

water scarcity. Overall, water management needs to be considered comprehensively with a view to 

ensuring economic development, food security and poverty reduction, improving knowledge on hydro-

meteorological data and projections, establishing of efficient tariff structures (with effectiveness on 

tariffs collection) and efficient / recycling water conservation policies. 
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Conclusions of the meeting 

 

Role of the state 

 

 A key message to PAM members is the necessity of re-instating the lead role of government in 

guiding economic development. This includes “protecting” the economy from market failures 

and ensuring equal access to basic social and utility services.  

 This lead role requires reform efforts to ensure greater accountability, transparency, 

predictability of laws and policies, and due support of the democratisation process. 

 

 

Development-led growth 

 

PAM member countries need to adopt development-driven approaches, as opposed to focusing on 

economic liberalization and export promotion as an end in themselves. This approach implies: 

 

 Abandoning “automatic” macro-economic stabilisation approaches to economic development: 

inflation targeting policies can undermine investment, in particular when they increase real 

interest rates to prohibitive levels. Similarly, an excessive focus on taxation can undermine 

income equitability as well as investment incentives. 

 Focusing on the development of production capacity as a major requisite for sustained growth 

and for achieving macro-economic stability. In this respect, countries are advised: 

 To treat trade policy as only one element of a comprehensive policy package, which needs 

to create synergies with other policies and to have a sequenced approach to economic 

liberalisation.  

 To mainstream poverty alleviation into trade policies, since trade development does not 

automatically lead to increased welfare.  

 To avoid rapid and sweeping privatisation. Privatisation needs to be guided and tailored to 

take into account the social impact of rolling back the state from economic activities. 

 To embed Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the economy, so as to ensure spill-over 

benefits in the form of technology transfer, job creation and so on. 

 To implement explicit programmes for social protection, including conditional cash 

transfers to families and employment generation programmes, since higher growth rates do 

not automatically lead to reduced poverty or income equality. 

 

Regional integration and development  

 

 Regional integration needs to be geared toward supporting, and not substituting for national 

development strategies.  

 Regional trade arrangements should be based on WTO multilateral trading system rules and 

principles of most-favoured nation treatment (MFN) and transparency. In particular, customs 

unions should comply with article 24 of GATT, which stipulates that common tariffs should not 

exceed the level of the bound tariffs of its members within the WTO. In addition, regional trade 

arrangements should be notified to the WTO, even if these arrangements do not involve WTO 

members.  

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Productive capacity development as a key requisite for sustained, inclusive growth 

 

Productive capacity development requires cohesive strategies that create synergies between trade, 

industrial, labour and other policies in order to allow for a greater specialization in dynamic products, 

understood as technology-intensive products with high value-added.  Since most of the region faces 

unemployment and poverty problems, governments are advised to ensure that the expansion of 

dynamic sectors goes hand in hand with the development of relatively labour-intensive industries. To 

achieve tangible results, such strategies should be sector-focused, geared toward developing production 

capacities at the enterprise level, following a bottom-up approach.  

 

 Efforts at different levels should be aligned to target an economy’s structural weaknesses 

particularly at the micro level.  

 

 At the micro level, interventions should seek to develop SME’s technological 

capabilities; i.e. their ability and scope for efficient specialization in technology -

intensive activities with high value added.  

 At the inter-intra industrial level, efforts should foster inter-firm coordination by 

promoting flexible specialization, and collective efficiency. 

 At the meso level efforts should seek to expand and diversify the range of services 

offered by market support institutions to allow for developing enterprises’ technological 

capabilities. 

 At the macro level, the focus should be on creating macro-economic incentives, such as 

credit and foreign exchange availability; as well as incentives for competition.. 

 

 Policies should be geared toward supporting the « high road » to competitiveness. Trade, 

investment, technology and skills/education policies should be sector focused to address all 

areas of capacity shortfalls. 

 

Priority Sectors 

 

 The agricultural sector should be accorded priority treatment as a key element for achieving 

sustained poverty reduction, and food security.  

 Tourism has been hard hit by the recent social upheaval and the resulting economic crisis, and 

governments are advised to launch special programmes for revitalizing and developing this 

sector. 

 In the energy sector: 

 Protect value at the source; develop the necessary laws to ensure compliance and prevent 

market abuse (anti-trust); enable transit; encourage innovation, efficiency, and diversity;  

separate regulation from supply/production and minimize subsidies/other distortions.  

 Raise awareness of the importance of promoting energy efficiency by maximising the 

availability of information about costs and benefits, and, in general, by  promoting a green 

economy; pursuing energy efficiency improvements through an integrated approach, with 

multilateral organizations, governments, utilities, municipalities, industry and the public 

sector working together and in parallel;  and promoting policy reforms and institution 

building as recommended by the UN Secretary-General's Advisory Group on Energy and 

Climate Change in April 2010. 

 Adopt a regional approach to energy infrastructure development. An exampleis the corridor 

approach (instead of point to point connections) for developing the electricity sector. The 
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corridor approach strengthens north-south cooperation and can facilitate securing the 

required financial  resources. 

 Activate the Rome Euro-Mediterranean Energy Platform (REMEP), which was established 

in December 2003, to act as a forum for promoting Euro-Mediterranean Partnership in the 

area of energy development. 

 Harmonize legal and regulatory frameworks, in relation to which the Association of 

Mediterranean Regulators for Electricity and Gas (MEDREG) could play a leading role. 

 

 

 In the water sector: 

 Develop a formal process to strike a balance between the multiple, and sometimes, 

competing uses of water.  

 Ensure that river basins' water uses are optimised at the basin level, rather than at the project 

or national level. 

 Ensure that cross-border issues are fully and fairly addressed. 

 Promote the elimination of subsidies that cause shortages of water, and increase reliance on 

market mechanisms for water allocations and pricing.  

 Engage the public in transparent, open, and inclusive consultation processes. 

 Promote accession to international conventions and agreements on water, such as the 

UNECE water conventions that provide a comprehensive framework for managing 

transboundary water resources.  

 Promote proper use of water use in agriculture as a key element for ensuring food security. 

Priority should be given to reforming dam policies, improving water and waste management 

systems, modernising irrigation techniques, and establishing a Mediterranean policy for the 

sound use of water in agriculture. 

 Promote the integration of the climate change dimension into water resource management. 

 

 

Trade procedures and trade facilitation 

 

Without improving market access conditions in the region, trade agreements will be defeated by 

prohibitive transaction costs that pose trade barriers of a greater magnitude than tariffs. Effective trade 

facilitation calls for simultaneous efforts at multiple levels. At the highest level, neighbouring countries 

could subscribe to multilateral agreements and international conventions, which guarantee observance 

of standard procedures for customs clearance and movement of freight consignments across borders. At 

the middle-level, simplified and harmonized  procedures could be embodied in bilateral agreements 

between neighbouring countries. In addition, countries should strive at the national level to simplify 

and harmonize procedures while using the international standards to the greatest extent possible. Then, 

finally, at the level of individual transport organizations, there could be arrangements between 

organizations for joint operations and facilities designed in harmony with global standards and regional 

specifications. It is essential that regional cooperation arrangements motivate the member countries to 

work on trade facilitation at each of these levels. Ideally, this would include: 

 

 Assigning the task of harmonising trade procedures and regulations across the region to a 

regional committee or a task force.  

 Establishing national trade facilitation bodies to coordinate and harmonize trade facilitation 

efforts at the national level, and to liase with relevant regional and international bodies 

(UNECE Recommendation 4 provides a useful framework for guiding the establishment of 

national trade facilitation bodies). 
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 Adopting relevant international conventions, agreements, electronic business tools and 

standards to guide national and regional trade facilitation and harmonisation efforts. In this 

respects, PAM members could consider: 

 Acceding to international conventions and agreements on transport as a way for 

harmonising and streamlining overland and maritime transport procedures. Among the key 

conventions  that governments should consider acceding to, and then  implementing, is the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) TIR convention for transit 

goods. PAM members should also assume an active role in the formulation and 

computerisation of the TIR procedures (eTIR). 

 Harmonizing import and export procedures, documents and trade data requirements across 

the PAM region.  This could start with the Customs declaration and Certificate of Origin, 

and could be carried out under the aegis of an existing regional organization. 

 Encouraging the implementation of Single Windows for export and import clearance, based 

on UNECE Recommendations such as Recommendation 33 (on Single Window 

implementation), 34 (on data harmonization), and 35 (on legal aspects of the 

implementation of Single Windows). 

 Complementing Single Window arrangements with the harmonisation of trade documents. 

In this respect, the UNECE Layout Key Document provides a useful reference for guiding 

the simplification, streamlining and harmonization of trade documents.  

 Adopting internationally advanced IT systems to modernise customs procedures. In this 

context, a useful system is ASYCUDA, developed by the United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD), which allows for automating and centralizing customs 

procedures under one virtual roof, based on international standards. 

 Giving priority treatment to the development of national and regional ICT infrastructure . 

 

Regulatory reform 

 

 Harmonize technical regulations and standardization policies across the region. The focus 

should be on streamlining and simplifying trade regulations; making them more transparent; 

and ensuring their predictability. 

 Conduct a substantive analysis of legislation covering all areas of trade procedures and trade 

facilitation (data filing and exchange, public-private cooperation, transit, border-crossing rules 

and interagency cooperation, etc.) and prepare texts for amending existing legislation to enable 

trade facilitation. 

 Adopt bills on electronic commerce; electronic signatures; and/or electronic documents (if not 

yet adopted), drawing upon the experience and legal texts (e.g. relevant directives) of the 

European Union; and inviting countries to become parties to instruments enabling electronic 

commerce, such as the United Nations Convention on the Use of Electronic Communications in 

International Contracts, or use the UNCITRAL Model Law on electronic signatures, if not yet 

adopted. 

 Create a regional settlement centre to resolve commercial disputes among PAM members, as 

well as between PAM members and international trading partners. 

 Reform investment laws and bring them up to international best practice, particularly in the 

context of the WTO- administered multilateral trading system. 

 Reform labour laws where needed.  Priority areas include labour laws governing port workers, 

as existing laws often undermine port modernisation and privatisation efforts. 

 Facilitate the establishment of  a regional database by PAM to act as a clearing mechanism for 

portfolio investments and foreign trade on the model of a similar database in Portugal. 
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Financing development 

 

 Promote South-South cooperation and public-private partnerships to address the lack of 

financial resources for development. In this respect, the UNECE Center of Excellence on 

Public-Private Partnerships could be called upon for advice and technical assistance in 

designing sector-focused public-private partnership models. 

 Establish a regional financial institution dedicated to supporting SME development and long 

term investments. It was suggested that this institution could be established in partnership with 

other financial institutions, as a branch of the European Investment Bank. 

 

Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) 

 

 Encourage the establishment of targeted trade finance schemes to support the development of 

SMEs productive capacity and import-export activities. 

 Complement financial schemes with training programmes to strengthen SMEs’ 

entrepreneurship, managerial skills and IT systems. 

 Create skill matching programmes to ensure the continuous supply of essential skills required 

for developing priority sectors. Such programmes should involve training programmes to 

address mismatches between demand and supply of skills; maintain institutions and policies to 

anticipate and meet future labour market skills needs; and help workers and enterprises adjust to 

change. 

 Adopt a cluster approach to SME development, as a key prerequisite for fostering backward and 

forward linkages between and among enterprises as well as between different SME clusters. 

 Support  linkages programmes between SMEs and transitional corporations to facilitate the 

transfer of technology, and attract FDI.  In this respect, PAM members could consider 

promoting the establishment of regional entrepreneurial initiatives to link Northern and 

Southern Mediterranean PAM members, with the objective of stimulating joint investments and 

increased trade 

 Promote innovation policies to encourage innovation, both through the supply and demand for 

innovation. 

 

 

Post-crisis countries 

 

The Conference also noted specific challenges facing post crisis countries, where economic 

vulnerability is aggravated by eroded productive capacity and weakened institutional infrastructures. 

While the immediate relief and emergency needs of these countries continue to dominate national and 

international agendas, they should not overshadow the necessity of laying the foundation for long-term 

economic development. There is an urgent need for linking relief efforts to long-term development 

objectives. Relief interventions should be designed to address sources of economic vulnerability and 

create the required institutional capacities to address these vulnerabilities, as opposed to having a sole 

focus on distributing food packages and emergency job creation. In this context, PAM countries are 

advised to: 

 

 Examine the extent to which the crisis has led the poor to pursue damaging coping strategies 

such as selling their assets and withdrawing their children from schools. Enhancing the 

economy's coping strategies at the household and enterprise levels, also means supporting the 

informal sector that has been expanding as a survival mechanism in response to lost job 
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opportunities. This support should be based on a clear understanding of the types of activities 

being undertaken, as opposed to being preoccupied with their legal status (as unregistered). 

 Consider the establishment of a RAPID
1
 Response Facility to create trade-led employment 

objectives for the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean - identifying sensitive sectors where 

opportunities for downstream employment exist and linking trade interventions to job creation 

in targeted geographic districts, emphasizing regional trade benefits arising from reconstruction 

and development.  

 

 

 

Conference Follow-Up 

 

It was suggested that one approach to following up on the Conference could be to request the three 

regional United Nations Economic Commissions, namely UNECE (Europe), UNECA (Africa) 

UNESCWA (West Asia), in their regional coordination roles, to set up a joint programme to support 

economic development in the Mediterranean, working with the regions countries and PAM to identify 

actions to be taken and supporting these based on their respective areas of expertise. Regional 

Commissions also have a special role within the UN system for coordination at the regional level and 

in this context could also involve other UN organizations. An existing model is the United Nations 

Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA). This Special Programme for the 

Mediterranean could have PAM as its parliamentary partner which would contribute to building the 

political consensus required to support economic development  and by determining specific actions to 

be taken in support of regional integration and economic development, for example by promoting the 

adoption by all countries of agreed upon conventions and supporting activities such as the 

establishment of national and regional trade and transport facilitation committees. 

                                                 
1
 Alternative names: Reconstruction and Peace Investment Directive, Regional Arab PRO-INVESTMENT Drive and 

Realizing Arab Potential in Development. 
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Joint Conference 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) 

and the 

United Nations Trade and Productive Capacity Cluster  
Organized by UNECE in cooperation with UNCTAD and PAM 

 

2nd OPERATIONAL MEETING OF THE 

PAM PANEL ON EXTERNAL TRADE AND INVESTMENTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

4-5 May 2011, Salle XII, Palais des Nations - Geneva, Switzerland 

Preliminary agenda (2 May 2011) 
 

 

4 May 2011 starting at 10:00 
 

Opening  

Chair, Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary General, United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) 

 

Welcoming Statements:  

Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary General, United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) 

Mr. Andrey Vasilyev, Deputy Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE) 

Senator Francesco Maria Amoruso, President of the 2
nd

 Standing Committee of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean 

 

Keynote speeches: 

 The Economic Consequences of Recent Political Developments in the Mediterranean Region, 

Dr. Magdi Farahat, Representative of the Economic Commission for Africa in Geneva (ECA) 

and former Permanent Representative of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the WTO 

 Dr. Lino Cardarelli, Secretary General, Union for the Mediterranean 

 

Statements on the economic situation in the South Mediterranean: 

 Mr. Mohamed Samir Koubaa, Plenipotentiary Minister, Charge d’Affaires ai, Permanent 

Mission of Tunisia to the UN Office in Geneva 

 Mr. Habib Yousfi, President of the General Confederation of Algerian Enterprises (CGEA) 
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I. Policy Considerations Customs Unions/Regional Free Trade Agreements 

Chair: Mrs. Teresa Ribeiro, Member of the Executive Board of AICEP Portugal, Co-Chair of the 

PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean 

 

 Regional trade agreements: impact on WTO accession, impact on WTO participation: Ms. 

Juneyoung Lee, Legal/Economic Affairs Officer, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade 

Policies Review Division, WTO  

 Policy considerations in Regional Trade Agreements: Mr. Ramoul Kheireddine Expert WTO 

Accession, Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch,  Division on International 

Trade in Goods and Services and Commodities, UNCTAD 

 The experience of Turkey, Syria, Lebanon and Jordan: The Levant Quartet Agreement, Ms. 

Ebru Ekeman, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations Office at 

Geneva and other international organizations in Switzerland 

 The experience of Belarus, Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation in establishing a Customs 

Union, Ms. Zharkin Kakimzhanova, Counsellor, Head of the Unit on the WTO Issues, 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the UNO and other International 

Organizations in Geneva 

 Introduction to the World Bank Logistics Performance and Doing Business Indicators, Ms. 

Selina Jackson, Special Representative to the UN and WTO, World Bank 

 

A light lunch will be offered by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean to all delegates 

outside the conference room (13:00-14:00) 

 

First Day Lunch Session (14:00-15:00,  English only):  
World Bank Logistics Performance and Doing Business Indicators – What do past indicators for the 

region tell us? How can countries better ensure an accurate reflection of their situation? Ms. Selina 

Jackson, Special Representative to the UN and WTO, World Bank 

 

II Trade and Logistics Facilitation 

Chair: Virginia Cram-Martos, Director, UNECE Trade and Sustainable Land Management 

Division 

 

 Interregional transport linkages with the Mediterranean Region: Mr. Michalis Adamantiadis, 

Chief, Transport Facilitation and Economics Section, Transport Division, ECE  

 World Bank Trade Facilitation and Logistics Projects, Ms. Selina Jackson, Special 

Representative to the UN and WTO, World Bank 

 The TIR agreement and Transit Issues: Mr. Konstantin Glukhenkiy, TIR Secretary, Economic 

Affairs Officer, UNECE Transport Division. 

 Trade Facilitation Norms, Standards and Recommendations for Policy Makers: Ms. Virginia 

Cram-Martos, Director, UNECE Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division 

 Single Windows for export and import clearance – the policy arguments and regional options: 

Mr. Mario Apostolov, UNECE Regional Advisor on Trade Facilitation 

 Single Windows for Export/Import Clearance: the ASYCUDA Experience: Mr. Bruno Favaro, 

ASYCUDA Senior Customs Experts, Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD 

 Increasing efficiency – increasing return on investment in Mediterranean Ports: Mr. Vincent 

Valentine, Officer in Charge, Transport Section, Division on Technology and Logistics, 

UNCTAD 
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 Presentation of Portuguese association’s interactive map providing information on freight 

forwarding services: Mrs. Teresa Ribeiro, Member of the Executive Board of AICEP Portugal,  

Co-Chair of the PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean 

 

 

 

5 May 2011 starting at 10:00 
 

Second Day Keynote Speech 

Binding Constraints on Trade Development, Mr. Ricardo Cavazos, Sr. Trade Policy Analyst, OECD  

 

III. Developing Productive Capacity 

Chair: Dr. Sergio Piazzi, Secretary General, PAM 

 

A – Investment, Enterprise Development and Competitiveness 

 Challenges in Investment Policy-Making in the Post Crisis Era and Implications for the Med 

Region, Mr. James Zhan, Director, Investment and Enterprise Development, UNCTAD  

 Employment, Competitiveness, and Skills: Ms. Marion Jansen, Coordinator of the Trade and 

Employment Programme, ILO  

 Developing the capacity of SMEs to produce for export: Mr. Gerardo Patacconi, Head of the 

Cluster and Business Linkages Unit, UNIDO 

 Which financial instruments can be adopted by the regional partnership to support investments 

and job opportunities in the Southern Mediterranean? Honorable Camille de Rocca Serra, 

Member of  the National Assembly, France 

 Support for Corporate and Sectoral Strategies in the Region, Mr. Francesco Zanotti, CSE 

Crescendo 

 

B- Developing Innovation and Technology Drivers 

 Policies to support innovation driven growth: Mr. José Palacín, Innovative 

PoliciesDevelopment Section, ECE   

 Policies to promote technology transfer: Mr. Mongi Hamdi, Head, Science, Technology and ICT 

Branch, Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD 

 Standards and other tools for implementing technology transfer: Mr. Gabriel Barta, Head of 

technical coordination, IEC International Electrotechnical Commission  

 

C- Connecting to Markets 

 Organizing for Export: Enabling Trade Support Institutions (TSIs) to boost exports, Mr. John 

Gillies, Senior Officer, Trade Support Institutions Strengthening Section, ITC 

 

A light lunch will be offered by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean to all delegates 

outside the conference room (13:00-14:00) 

 

Second Day Lunch Session (14:00-15:00, English only):  
What is the United Nations Trade and Productive Capacity Cluster and how can you work with the 

Cluster to support regional development? 

 

IV Energy and Water (taking into account environmental aspects) 
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Energy 

Chair: Eng. Alessandro Ortis, PAM Sr. Advisor on Energy 

 

 Energy Access and Energy Security for Customers, Mr. Scott Foster, Director, Energy 

Division, UNECE 

 Energy Infrastructure Development in the Mediterranean Basin, Eng. Michelangelo Celozzi, 

Head of North Africa Department, TERNA spa. 

 Energy Efficiency in the Mediterranean: Mr. Gianluca Sambucini, Secretary to the Sustainable 

Energy Committee, UNECE 

 Promoting an attractive framework for infrastructure investments: the role of Energy 

Regulators,  Mr. Benjamin Gallepe, Senior Manager, MEDREG Secretariat  

 

Water 

Chair: Mr. Francisco Nunes Correia, PAM Sr. Advisor on Water 

 

 Optimizing Water from an Energy Perspective, Mr. Scott Foster, Director, Energy Division, 

UNECE 

 Public Private Partnerships in water – models for low and middle income countries: Mr. 

Geoffrey Hamilton, Chief, Cooperation and Partnerships Section, Economic Cooperation and 

Integration Division, UNECE 

 Experience on cooperation on transboundary waters under the UNECE Convention on the 

Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, Ms. Phani 

Daskalopoulou-Livada, Legal Adviser, Head of the Legal Department, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Greece 

 Food Security,  Senator Abdellatif Abdouh (Morocco) 

 PAM Activities in the Water Sector: Senator Jacques Blanc, PAM Special Rapporteur on Water 

(France)(tbc) 

 Sustainable use of water resources for economic development and growth: Professor Francisco 

Nunes Correia, PAM Senior Advisor on Water 
 

Closing Remarks 
 

 Senator Marwan Al Hmoud (Jordan), Vice President of the 2
nd

 PAM Standing Committee 

 Mr. Andrey Vasilyev, Deputy Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE) 
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2nd OPERATIONAL MEETING OF THE 

PAM PANEL ON EXTERNAL TRADE AND INVESTMENTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

4-5 May 2010, Palais des Nations - Geneva, Switzerland 

 

List of Participants 
 

 
 Governmental Delegations 

 
 
 Azerbaijan 

 Mr. Ismayil ALAKBAROV    

 First Secretary  
 Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the  
 United Nations Office at Geneva  

 
 Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 H.E. Mrs. Emina KECO-ISAKOVIC   

 Ambassador, Permanent Representative  
 Permanent Mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the  
 Office of the United Nations at Geneva   
  
 
 Mr. Mihajlo SUZNJEVIC    
 Counsellor  
 Permanent Mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
  
 
 Croatia 

 H.E. Mrs. Vesna VUKOVIC    

 Ambassador and Permanent Representative  
 Permanent Mission of the Republic of Croatia to the  
 United Nations Office at Geneva   
  
 
 Mr. Hrvoje CURKO    
 Counsellor  
 Permanent Mission of Croatia to the United Nations  
 Office at Geneva  
 
 
 Cyprus 

 H.E. Mr. Andreas HADJICHRYSANTHOU    

 Ambassador, Permanent Representative  
 Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the Office of the United  
 Nations at Geneva and specialized agencies in     
 Switzerland  
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 Ms. Myrianthi SPATHI    
 Second Secretary  
 Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus to the  
 United Nations Office at Geneva   
  
 

 Mr. Sotiris SOTIRIOU    

 Director General- CIPA  
 Cyprus Investment Promotion Agency 
   
  
 France 

 Mr. Camille DE ROCCA SERRA  

 MP  
 Assemblée Nationale 
   
  
 Mr. Jacques BLANC    
 Senator  
 Sénat 
   
   
 Mr. Michel DRAIN    
 Deputy Director for International relations  
 Assemblée nationale 
   
  
 Mr. Edouard DENOUEL    
 Adviser  
 Senate 
  
     Germany 
 
 
 Georgia 

 H.E. Mr. Zurab TCHIABERASHVILI    

 Ambassador  
 Mission permanente de la Géorgie 
 auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies   
 et des autres organisations internationales à Genève  
  
 
 Greece 

 Hon. Nikolaos NIKOLOPOULOS    
 MP  
 Hellenic Parliament  
  
 
 Hon. Nikolaosnikolaos ZOIDIS    
 MP  
 Hellenic Parliament  
  

 Ms. Phani DASKALOPOULOU-LIVADA    
 Legal Advisor  
 Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
  
 Mrs. Styliani GEORGANA    
 Attorney at Law  
 Hellenic Parliament 
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 Hungary 

 

      

     Italy 

 Sen. Francesco Maria AMORUSO   

 Senator  
 Senato della Repubblica  
 
 
 Mr. Roberto NOCELLA    
 First Secretary  
 Permanent Mission of Italy in Geneva 
  
 
 Mr. Tiberio SCHMIDLIN    
 First Secretary  
 Permanent Mission of Italy in Geneva 
  
 
 Jordan 

 Sen. Marwan AL HMOUD    

 MP  
 Jordanian Senate 
  
 
 Hon. Mohammad ALZRIQAT    
 MP 
 House of Representatives, Jordan  
  
 Hon. Talal MAAITAH    
 MP 
 House of Representatives  
 
 Mr. Amer KHARABSHEH    
 Adviser  
 Senate 
  
    
 Mr. Othman ZARMA    
 Adviser    
 House of Representatives  
 
 Kazakhstan 

 Ms. Zharkin KAKIMZHANOVA    

 Counsellor  
 Head of the WTO Section 
 Permanent Mission of Kazakhstan   
 to the UNO and other International   
     Organizations in Geneva  
 
 Montenegro 

 Ms. Annetta PETROVIC    

 First Secretary  
 Permanent Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations  
 Organizations in Geneva  
 
 Morocco 

 Sen. Abdellatif ABDOUH    

 MP  
 House of Councillors  



18 

 

 
 Hon. Chaoui BELASSAL    
 MP 
 House of Representatives  
 
 Mr. Saad GHAZI    
 Adviser  
 House of Councillors 
 
 
 H.E. Mr. Omar HILALE    
 Ambassador  
 Permanent Mission of Morocco to the United Nations  
 Organizations in Geneva    
  
 Portugal 

 Ms. Teresa RIBEIRO  (HoD)  

 Executive Director   
 Business Development Agency Portugal 
  
 
 Mr. Francisco Nunes CORREIA     
 DECivil - Departamento de Engenharia Civil e  
 Arquitectura     
 Instituto Superior Técnico  
  
 
 Romania 
  
 Hon. Mihai NITA    
 MP  
 Senate  

  

 Mrs. Doina BADICA    

 Adviser  
 Senate  
  
  
 Russian Federation 

 Mr. Igor KUPALOV    

    Counsellor  
 Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the  
 United Nations Offices in Geneva  
 
 San Marino 

 S.E. M. Guido BELLATTI CECCOLI    

 Ambassador, Permanent Representative  
 Permanent Mission of the Republic of San Marino to the  
 International Organizations in Switzerland  
 
 Serbia 

 Ms. Vesna FILIPOVIC-NIKOLIC    

 Counsellor  
 Permanent Mission of Serbia to the UN and Other  
 International Organisations at Geneva  
 
 Ms. Olivera JOCIC    
 Counsellor  
 Permanent Mission of the Republic of Serbia to the  
 United Nations Office in Geneva  
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 Spain 

 Ms. Paz COMENGE    

 Commercial Affairs 
 Permanent Mission of Spain   
 
 The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

 H.E. Mr. Aziz PLOZHONI    

 Ambassador  
 Mission permanente de l’ex-République yougoslave de  
 Macédoine auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies et des     
 autres organisations internationales à Genève  
  
 
 Mr. Burim BILALI    
 Third Secretary  
 Permanent Mission of the former Yugoslav Republic of  
 Macedonia to the United Nations Office at Geneva  
 
 Tunisia 

 Mr. Mohamed Samir KOUBAA    

 Chargé d'Affaires  
 Permanent Mission of Tunisia to the International  
 Organizations in Geneva  

 

 Mr. Mohamed Abderraouf BDIOUI    

 Counsellor  
 Permanent Mission of Tunisia 
  
 
 Mr. Anouar BEN YOUSSEF   
 Counsellor  
 Permanent Mission of Tunisia to the UN Organizations in  
 Geneva  
 
 
 Turkey 

  
 Hon. Mustafa CETIN    
 MP 
 GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY  
 
 Hon. ZEKI ERTUGAY    
 MEP 
 GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY  
 
 Hon. Tacidar SEYHAN    
 MP 
 GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY  
 
 Hon. Ayhan YILMAZ    
 MP 
 GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY  
 
 Mr. Mesut ARSLANBEK    
 Adviser  
 GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY  
 
 Mr. Volkan OSKIPER    
 Counsellor  
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 Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations office  
 at Geneva and other International Organizations in    
 Switzerland  
  
 Ms. Ebru EKEMAN    
 First Secretary  
 Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations Office  
 at Geneva and other International Organizations in    
 Switzerland  
  
 
 UN Organizations and Specialized Agencies-Specialized Agencies 

 
 International Labour Organization (ILO) 

 Ms. Marion JANSEN     

  
 
 The World Bank (WB) 

 Ms. Selina JACKSON   

 Special Representative to the UN and WTO  
 The World Bank 
   
  
 United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

 Mr. Claudio SCARATTI   

  
 Mr. Gerardo PATACCONI    
 Chief of Unit, PTC/BIT/CBL  
 
  
 
 UN Organizations and Specialized Agencies-UN Programmes and Funds 

 
 UNCTAD - United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

 Mr. Supachai PANITCHPAKDI  (HoD)  

 Secretary-General  
  

 Mr. John T. GILLIES    

 International Civil Servant  
 
 

 Ms. Manuela TORTORA    

 Technical Cooperation Service  
 
 Mr. Vincent VALENTINE    
 Officer-in-charge  
 Transport Section  
 
 Mr. Bruno FAVARO    
   
 
 Mr. Mongi HAMDI    
 Head  
 Science, Technology and ICT Branch  
  
  
 
 Mr. Kheireddine RAMOUL    
 Expert WTO Accession  
 Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch,   
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 Division on International Trade in Goods and Services    
 and Commodities  
  
 

 Mr. Masataka FUJITA    

 Head, Investment Trends and Issues Branch  
 Division on Investment and Enterprise 
  
  
 
 UN Organizations and Specialized Agencies-UN Regional Commissions 

 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 

 

 Mr. Magdi FARAHAT    

 Principal Advisor on Trade  
 
  
 UN Organizations and Specialized Agencies-UN Related Organizations 

 
 World Trade Organization (WTO) 

 Ms. Juneyoung LEE   

  
 Legal/Economic Affairs Officer 
 Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies   
 Review Division 
  
 
 Intergovernmental Organizations 

 
 European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 

 Mr. Riccardo PULITI    

 Managing Director  
 Energy 
  

 
 International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC) Member of Islamic Development Bank (IDB) Group 

 Mr. Ayhan KARACA     

 Manager, Asis/CIS office - TCPP  

 International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC)  
 Member of Islamic Development Bank (IDB) Group   
  
  
 Association of Mediterranean Regulators for Electricity and Gas (MEDREG) 

 Mr. Benjamin GALLEPE    

 Senior Manager 
  
 Ms. Isabella ALLOISIO    

Manager 
 
 
 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

  

 Mr. Ricardo H. CAVAZOS CEPEDA    

 Economist /Trade Policy Analyst  
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 Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

 Hon. Ertugrul KUMCUOGLU   

 MP 
 
 
 PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 

 Mr. Sergio PIAZZI    

 Secretary General  
  
  
 Mr. Elias FENNIRA    
 Special Assistant to the SG 
   
 
 Mr. Andrea NURCHI    
 Assistant Program Officer 
   
 
 Mr. Alessandro ORTIS    
 PAM Senior Advisor on Energy  
  
  
 Mr. Simon TOWLE    
 Tabling Officer 
   
 
 Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States (PUIC) 

 Mr. Mahmut Erol KILIC    

 Secretary General  
  
 Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean 

 Mr. Lino CARDARELLI    

 Acting Secretary General  
  
 
 Mr. Alaa YOUSSEF    
 Political Advisor  
 
 

 Non Governmental Organization-Official 

  
 International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) 

 Mr. Gabriel BARTA    

 Head of Technical Coordination  
  
 
 Non Governmental Organization-NGO not in Consultative with ECOSOC 

  
 Confédération Générale des Entreprises Algériennes 

 Mr. Habib YOUSFI     

   

 Mrs. Saida NEGHZA    

  
 
 Observers 
 
 Mediterranean Bank Network 

 Ms. Catherine MONZAT    

 Chairman  
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 Others 

 
 CSE CRESCENDO SRL 

 Mr. Cesare SACERDOTI    

 Manager 
    

 Mr. Luciano MARTINOLI    

 Consultant  
  
  
 Mr. Francesco ZANOTTI    
 Consultant 
   
 Export Promotion Center of Turkey 

 Mr. Asim CALIS   

  
 Mr. Hayrettin YOUCEL   
  
  
 Jordan Investment Board 

 Mr. Ahmad EL ZUBI    

  
   
 MALTA ENTERPRISE 

 Ms. Philomen MELI    

    Head of External Unit 
   
 
 TERNA SPA 

 Mr. ENRICO DOMENICO ZAGARI    

  

 Mr. Michelangelo CELOZZI   

  
 
 
 UN Organizations and Specialized Agencies-UNECE Secretariat 
 

 United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

 Mr. Andrey VASILYEV    
 Deputy Executive Secretary  
  
 
 Ms. Virginia CRAM-MARTOS    
 Director  
 Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division  
   
   
 Mr. Scott FOSTER                    
 Director  
 Sustainable Energy Division 
   

 

 Mr. Mario APOSTOLOV    

 Regional Adviser  
 Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division  
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 Ms. Hana DAOUDI                  
 Economic Affairs Officer  
 Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division 
  
 
 Mr. Jose PALACIN    
 Economic Affiairs Officer  
 Economic Cooperation and Integration Division  
   
 
 Mr. Gianluca SAMBUCINI    
 Project Manager  
 Sustainable Energy Division 
   
 
 Mr. Geoffrey HAMILTON    
 Chief, Cooperation and Partnerships Section  
 Economic Cooperation and Integration Division  
   
 

 Mr. Michalis ADAMANTIADIS    

 Chief, Transport Facilitation and Economics Section  
 Transport Division  
  
  
 
 Mr. Konstantin  GLUKHENKIY    
 TIR Secretary and Economic Affairs Officer  
 Transport Facilitation and Economics Section, Transport   
 Division 
   
 Total number of participants :  105 

 

 


