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Executive Summary
The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) hosted on 21-22 June in
Geneva a high-level meeting of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean. This event took
place in parallel to the works of the 38th Session of the UN Human Rights Council.
Senior officials of the OHCHR, from HQ and the field, briefed and alerted PAM delegates on the
status of implementation of the fundamental instruments and mechanisms relevant to Human Rights
in the region under the mandate of PAM. They portrayed an unprecedented situation, where the
critical role of parliamentarians is called upon to assert the obligation of all States towards their
respect.
Debates focused on the ongoing Universal Periodic Review (UPR) for PAM Member States, the
specific situation in Tunisia, Libya and Syria, the trends in the European Union, as well as the current
stage of negotiations for the adoption of the UN Global Compact on Migration and Refugees.
Individual sessions dealt with counter-terrorism, mass population movements (refugees, asylum
seekers and migrants), preventing and countering violent extremism, freedom of expression and
religion in connection with blasphemy and apostasy, individual and collective rights, respect of the
rule of law, and the special procedures related to Mandate Holders and Special Rapporteurs.
Over 40 delegates, representing PAM national Parliaments, the European Parliament, observer NGOs
and international experts, had the opportunity to confront on real cases and were able to define a
roadmap for a detailed structured cooperation and partnership between PAM and OHCHR aimed at
addressing, as a matter of urgency, the growing number of challenges to the correct and unimpeded
application of Human Rights instruments under threat due to the current climate of political, security
and socio-economic uncertainty prevailing in the region, and the national agendas associated to them.
The measures agreed as pillars of this exceptional partnership build on dedicated study tours for newly
elected PAM MPs, specific hearings in connection with the various cycles of national UPR, including
follow-up on the recommendations addressed by the High Commissioner to the individual countries,
advocacy campaigns in relation to thematic and/or country reports, as well as strengthened interaction
among PAM, civil society and OHCHR.
As an immediate target, PAM committed to operate as a catalyst in the Euro-Mediterranean region to
promote and adopt, independently from other entities, the “Principles on Parliaments and Human
Rights”, as recommended in the annex to the report A/HRC/38/25, presented by OHCHR to the 38th
HRC Session, which specifically requests national and regional parliaments to fully assume their
responsibility in this regard.
Delegates shared their own national experience in the field of human rights and expressed the need
to continue having such PAM/UN seminars and regular cooperation.
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Executive report
Day one
Opening address by Mr. Adam Abdelmoula, Director, Human Rights Council and Treaty
Mechanisms Division, Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
A warm welcome was extended to all delegates by Mr Adam Abdelmoula by recalling the key role
played by the Parliaments in ensuring the protection and promotion of Human Rights in the
Mediterranean region. He emphasized, in several occasions, the importance of preventing Human
Rights violations and protecting minority groups. PAM has been playing a key role in the
implementation of the Human Rights instruments that should reach a national level. On this regard,
he welcomed the need to increase the necessary support of Parliamentarians hence encouraged a
stronger collaborative atmosphere within the Assembly. Moreover, he stated that the PAM role in the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is remarkable and that UPR must benefit from a high level of
engagement in order to prevent Human Rights violations around the world.
Welcome address by Amb. Sergio Piazzi, Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Mediterranean (PAM)
Amb. Sergio Piazzi thanked the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights for hosting this
important seminar for PAM MPs. He then emphasized PAM’s commitment to contribute to the
implementation and support of international processes for peace and stability in the Mediterranean
region, also through advancing and safeguarding Human Rights. In this regard, he recalled the 1st
PAM/UN Induction Seminar on Human Rights, held at the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, in Geneva in 2015, in cooperation with UN OCHA, UN High Commissioner for
Refugees and the Geneva Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, as well as the 2nd Seminar on the subject,
held in 2016 in cooperation with the European Court of Human Rights, at the Court Headquarters in
Strasbourg. He recognized the difficult time that the Mediterranean region is experiencing and praised
the key role of the UN, its agencies and bodies. He concluded by referring to the aim of identifying
additional ways for PAM MPs to engage in future joint initiatives and play an active role in the
implementation and support of international processes such as those identified in the HRC Resolution
35/29.
Status of Human Rights in the Mediterranean region, by Mr. Mohamed Alnsour, Chief, Middle
East and Northern Africa Section (OHCHR)
The MENA Section, which covers 20 countries in the region, provides technical assistance and
cooperation, in terms of small financial resources, capacity building activities for government
officials and NGOs, as well as advocacy and reporting on HR violations in the region. The Section
has two regional offices, in Doha and in Beirut, plus other national offices in different countries.
Mr. Alnsour recalled the several armed conflicts still active in Yemen, Iraq, Syria and Libya, having
very catastrophic implications in the region and beyond, in terms of refugee crisis in neighbouring
countries and Europe, humanitarian crisis, human trafficking, etc. He referred to the big gaps still
exiting in the region between domestic and international law. On this matter, he called PAM to play
a central role by encouraging the translation of international obligations into national legislations and
promoting progressive laws that are in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
With reference to the Arab Spring, according to the Section, the root causes of the demonstrations are
still there and they were not addressed by any Arab country in a good way. Nevertheless, Mr. Alnsour
congratulated Tunisia for its outstanding job in ratifying progressive laws and called the international
community to support the country. The respect of Human Rights and humanitarian principles was
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indicated as one of the key stability factors. As the case of Egypt and Tunisia proved, social and
economic focus without having in parallel political participation by the population will not sustain.
Therefore, in any review and reform, Human Rights and humanitarian law should be respected and
the participation of the youth in the region should be encouraged. As practical proposals for the MPs,
he indicated the support for freedom of expression, civic space and NGOs.
Regarding the FTFs, lack of sense of ownership and political participation as well as the use of
religion to benefit political decisions are to be considered the real causes. In this sense, the “Faith for
Rights” project, as well as other projects addressing the religious minorities are being implemented
by OHCHR in the region, in order to restore its religious and cultural diversity. The Section is also
envisaging having specific study visits for the parliamentarians of the region targeting the newly
elected ones, and the assistance of PAM would be highly appreciated.
With reference to the migration crisis, he noted a focus by the countries from the North shore of the
Mediterranean on migration and refugees, without making serious efforts to solve the issues in Libya
and without looking at the root causes at the South, including the Sub-Saharan area. He evoked a
«global shift of narrative» where protectionism and nationalism tend to overcome the respect of
Human Rights.
Status of Implementation of UNHRC Resolution 35/29 of 23/05/2017, by Mr. Gianni Magazzeni,
Chief, Universal Periodic Review Branch, and Mr Jeroen Klok
Mr Klok referred to the HRC Resolution 35/29, in which the Council acknowledges the crucial role
that national and regional Parliaments play in inter alia translating international commitments into
national policies and laws, and also encourages States to promote the involvement of parliaments in
all stages of the UPR process, including reporting and implementation of the recommendations. He
also referred to the UN Secretary General report 72/351, in which parliaments are encouraged to
establish permanent and dedicated HR Committees and be proactively engaged in the work of
international Human Rights mechanisms, including through the development of a set of principles.
The “Draft principles on Parliaments and Human Rights” are included in the HRC Report 38/25 and
aim to guide parliaments in setting up parliamentary Human Rights Committees and ensuring their
effective functioning, by specifying their key responsibilities and structure. These include the
encouragement of the ratification of treaties, the introduction and reviewing of laws and existing
legislation to ensure compatibility with international obligations, leading the parliamentary oversight
of the work of the government in fulfilling Human Rights obligations, providing Human Rights
related information to parliamentarians, reviewing draft national budgets from the perspective of the
implications for the enjoyment of Human Rights, leading parliaments’ action in response to national
Human Rights developments and issues through public hearings, participation in the national
consultations held in preparation for and during the process of the drafting of reports to the UPR or
treaty bodies, and finally leading the parliamentary oversight of the work of the government in
implementing recommendations of international and regional Human Rights mechanisms.
Mr Magazzeni pointed at some concrete examples of engagements by Parliaments in this sense. First,
the creation of dedicated parliamentary HR committees, OHCHR can provide support in terms of
good practices and expertise in order to facilitate the setting up of such committee. Second, help
transforming the “Draft Principles on Parliaments and Human Rights”, which need to be acted upon
by Member States at the next UN General Assembly in New York, to be considered as UN Principles.
Third, be involved more directly in the UPR and other Human Rights mechanisms, since the majority
of the recommendation require parliamentary action.
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PAM MPs contribution to the UN HRC Universal Periodic Review, by Mr. Mohammad AbuHarthieh, Human Rights Officer in Universal Periodic Review Branch
Mr. Abu-Harthieh provided a series of practical explanations and clarifications about the UPR
mechanism. In terms of parliamentarians’ involvement in the process, he suggested MPs to ask for
the State’s action plan for implementation of recommendations and the indicators set up for that.
Secondly, MPs should be involved in the setting up of these recommendations and help States
prioritize, this would help preventing conflicts by addressing certain pressing issues. Indeed, 70% of
the UN mechanisms recommendations concern parliaments, therefore MPs have to be involved in
this process. Moreover, if States have accepted recommendations on certain legislations, parliaments
should help and speed up the process of ratifying certain treaties. Thirdly, MPs should try to advocate
for the rights that have been noted by the States. They should participate in the mid-term reporting,
which is a very useful tool that help assess the development and share national good practices. Finally,
parliaments should organize meetings with their government, one immediately after the review and
one after two years in order to better be involved in the UPR process. OHCHR puts at disposal of
States in need resources in terms of financial support, training, capacity building in order to better
deal with the UPR recommendations, as well as resources to fund delegates’ participation to present
the State’s report to the Human Rights Council.
PAM and OHCHR agreed to hold regular meetings for PAM MPs in order to brief them on the
situation of their country in that specific stage of the review and engage them in the process.
The key role of PAM MPs in supporting Human Rights in the Mediterranean region at national
and regional level, by Hon. Aleksandra Maletić, PAM Vice-President and President of the PAM
3rd Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilizations and Human Rights
Hon. Maletić recalled PAM’s long lasting engagement in the promotion and implementation of laws
and policies concerning the protection and promotion of Human Rights related to migration, access
of people with disabilities to the labour market, gender equality, intercultural and interreligious
dialogue, and freedom of expression and of religion. She also referred to the contribution of the PAM
Member Parliaments to the preparation of the special report by the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights on how to promote and enhance further synergies between national and
international Parliaments and the work of the Human Rights Council and its Universal Periodic
Review. She reiterated the key role that national and international Parliaments play as legislators and
overseers, in the promotion and protection of Human Rights especially of vulnerable groups.
Parliaments are also essential to ensure the implementation of major international agreements into
national policies and frameworks and hence in contributing to the fulfilment by each State of its
Human Rights obligations and commitments and to the strengthening of the rule of law.
As concrete recommendations, she insisted on the need to invest time and efforts to build a Human
Rights culture among the public constituency. Second, within individual parliaments, she
recommended to build their own capacities in order to perform their legislative, oversight and
representative functions, praising the Seminars that PAM regularly organises for its MPs. At
international level she reiterated the important involvement of MPs in the UPR for their country,
whereas at regional level, she recommended to parliaments and parliamentary Human Rights
committees to work together with the relevant regional bodies to monitor the enforcement of
judgements of the regional Human Rights Court. Finally, she highlighted the need to ensure that
adequate resources are allocated to the protection of Human Rights within parliaments and to invest
in improving the democratic infrastructure of governments.
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The role of OHCHR in Syria, Tunisia and Libya
Mr. James Rodehaver, coordinator of the Independent international Commission of Enquiry on
the Syrian Arab Republic (on Syria)
Mr. Rodehaver presented to the PAM delegates the composition and role of the Independent
International Commission of Enquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, an independent and impartial
mechanism that was set up by the Human Rights Council in August of 2011 in relation to the civil
conflict in Syria. The Commission works solely on the basis of its mandate and does not take specific
instructions from any other body including Member States or from other UN bodies. In terms of being
impartial, the Commission doesn’t take sides in the conflict. It's specific mandate is to investigate all
Human Rights violations occurring in the conflict in Syria since March 2011 and, within that, to
establish the details of how violations have occurred, to categorise them within a legal context and to
a legal standard of proof and lastly, wherever possible, to attribute responsibility or to identify
perpetrator for purposes of ensuring that the future accountability measures are possible so the
perpetrators of violations are eventually brought to justice.
In doing all three aspects of this mandate, the Commission has to report back to the Human Rights
Council publicly and to present its findings in interactive dialogues at all three HRC Sessions. Those
documents are then published in in a way that enables the Commission to make a recommendation
where it hopes to get some action by either the Government of Syria or other actors to address specific
violations. The Commission is often asked to brief the UN HRC, the UNSC and the UNGA.
Its methodologies is tempered by the major impediment which is that it has not been granted access
to the Country. Therefore all investigations are primarily conducted through remote monitoring in
investigative measures, by stacking to internationally accepted and best practices in international
accepted methodology for remote fact-finding. The Commission interviews victims and eye
witnesses, through different means of communication such as telephone, Skype, WhatsApp. It can
only report on the facts that have been corroborated through multiple accounts and through the use
of other forensic means to a legal standard of proof that is from 51 to 60% certainty that events
occurred in the manner described. It is also asked to report identified perpetrators, particularly those
whose violations amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity. Data collected are used for
public report, to promote accountability, but also to keep a victim centred approach and to raise
concerns about violations that have occurred from the victim standpoint and what do they need in
order to get a response or a remedy from the government.
The Commission tries to keep focus on the current dynamics in the conflict situation in order to be
able to talk about the violations happened most recently: unlawful killings, arbitrary arrests and
detention, enforced disappearances, as well violations of the right to food, water, medical assistance,
healthcare, violations of freedom of movement. The Commission has also been asking the release of
detainees on humanitarian grounds, particularly women, children, the elderly and the disabled in order
to try and make sure that individuals can be protected.
Hon. Badreddine Abdelkafi, Deputy Speaker of the Tunisian Parliament, Vice- President of the
PAM 3rd Standing Committee and PAM Rapporteur on Human Rights, and Mr. Dimiter Chalev,
OHCHR Senior Human Rights Officer (on Tunisia)
Tunisia has made tremendous achievements in the field of Human Rights at all levels. Concerning
the legislative field, the National Constituent Assembly was set up to provide protection for rights
and freedoms, which are enshrined in the Constitution of 2014. Moreover, the National Constituent
Assembly and the national Parliament passed a number of key laws and acts related to Human Rights.
In particular, last year a law on violence against women passed and all forms of violence were
criminalized. From the institutional point of view, a “Committee on Rights, Freedoms and National
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Relations” responsible for debating any relevant bill before being submitted to the Parliament for
adoption was established. The judiciary protects all freedoms and rights against all kind of violation
and it protects independence from the executive. Moreover, a number of committees have been set
up, including the Higher Electoral Committee, the Committee of Dignity, a Committee responsible
for monitoring of any violation in detention, Committee on Access to Information, etc. This was done
in conjunction with a number of international organizations, including OHCHR, in order to improve
the situation of Human Rights and fundamental freedoms in Tunisia. Moreover, a strategic plan to
reform the judiciary, the places of detention, organize training sessions to raise awareness of the
security forces on ill treatment and violation of Human Rights has been adopted.
Tunisia has also been positively responding to the HR recommendations received to accelerate and
harmonize national legislation with international standards in terms of gender equality and other
rights.
The safeguards of the Tunisian experience can be summarized as follows:
- The people and civil society are the owners of the Constitution and hence the protectors of the
Revolution;
- Multiparty system, with respect for different opinions of government party and opposition
- Importance of believing in dialogue;
- Presence and support of international organizations and NGOs in Tunisia.
Mr Dimiter Chalev agreed with the presentation made by the Deputy Speaker of the Tunisian
Parliament and focused on the issue of prevention and sustaining peace: working in the environment
to support national efforts to promote Human Rights. In this regard, he called for international support
to Tunisia to adopt all legislations and establish those institutions. He also referred to the sustainable
development goals as the long term work on sustaining peace.
Ms. Matilda Bogner, Head of the Human Rights, Transitional Justice and Rule of Law Division
of the United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), by video link (on Libya)
Since its establishment, UNSMIL has included a mandate to monitor the situation of Human Rights
in Libya and support key institutions in the country, and a number of priority areas are followed. The
majority of the serious grave Human Rights violations are related to the proliferation of armed groups
across the country and where government has very little control. Some of these armed groups are
linked to the State, they receive salary and other forms of support but they are not under the full
command and control of the State; other groups include lists of terrorist organisations and some which
were at times allies of the State and today not anymore. The Division has a quite large focus on
Tripoli, where there are significant numbers armed groups allied to the Government of National
Accord and grave Human Rights violations on a daily basis; but also in the East region of the country
where there is the Libyan National Army (LNA), which is not the official army of Libya. There are
concerns in terms of Human Rights violations of those considered not supportive of the LNA, and
documented summary executions around Benghazi and the surrounding area. In the city of Derna,
which has been surrounded by the LNA, and where humanitarian aid has not been allowed, freedom
of movement has been restricted and fighting has been increased, with civilians’ casualties and
detention of people not supportive of the LNA.
The Division put out a report every first of the month listing the civilians’ casualties documented. It
looks also at the attacks against civilians’ objects and particularly against medical facilities and
personnel. It also documents Human Rights violations related to detention, in facilities under the State
Ministry of Justice, or run by armed groups linked to the States Ministries of Interior and Justice and
other very informal places where armed groups detain people and subject them to torture, ill
treatment, summary executions and poor detention conditions. The office also looks at the vulnerable
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groups in Libya, such as migrants and women; horrific violations against migrants in Libya include
summary executions, disappearances, sexual abuse, and other violations.
2nd day
The role of parliamentarians in countering terrorism and preventing violent extremism, by Mr
Michael Wiener, from OHCHR’s Rule of Law and Democracy Section
Mr Wiener presented two concrete tools that OHCHR has been using in this field and which come
from civil society, together with the involvement of the various stakeholders, such as national human
rights institutions, NGOs and parliamentarians.
The first one is the Rabat Plan of Action which suggests a high threshold for defining restrictions on
freedom of expression, incitement to hatred, and for the application of article 20 of the ICCPR, by
outlining a six-part threshold test which takes into account the context, the speaker, the intent of the
speaker, the content, the extent of the speech and the imminence of likelihood of harm subsequently
coming out of this messaging.
Secondly, OHCHR has spearheaded a program called “Faith for Rights” which is trying to provide a
space for discussion on how faith-based actors, such as religious leaders, but also individual believers
can contribute to harmony and tolerance. Religious leaders may either be involved directly
themselves in inciting to violence, which then needs to be addressed by the State, or they can also be
very useful in defusing tensions and responding immediately to incitement to hatred by others to
avoid the spiral of violence. The “Faith for Rights” program lead to a declaration of 18 Faith for
Rights Commitments” which was adopted in Beirut last year.
The strong message coming out from both the Rabat Declaration and the Beirut Declaration is the
call to repeal any anti-blasphemy law and any anti-apostasy law. Moreover, the bottom up approach
of the consultations have brought out the importance of not targeting religious minorities. The
abolition of these laws is actually helping the harmony and tolerance in society.
Mr Wiener made it clear that counter-terrorism efforts should not be in conflict with Human Rights.
Instead, both of them need to be deployed and together in harmony in order to effectively fight
terrorism in a way that does not infringe on Human Rights. He also stated that large part of the
motivations of terrorist acts is the violation of Human Rights. Therefore, to stop this vicious circle
it's critical that in all areas and in all counter terrorism or counter extremism measures and laws there
must be a Human Rights based approach, since the best approach to prevent terrorist acts is the
guarantee in all actions that Human Rights are protected and guaranteed.
Concerning the incitement to violence and hatred by religious leaders, Mr Wiener stated that there is
an obligation, and it is the only mandatory clause in the ICCPR which requires States to prohibit
specific acts (art. 20). If the special test of the Rabat declaration is met, religious leaders must be
punished if they support terrorists.
Human Rights and migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers - Ms. Pia Oberoi, Human Rights
Officer in the Human Rights and Economic & Social Issues Section
Mrs Oberoy stressed the inalienability of human rights, regardless of the migrants’ journey or legal
status, and the importance of looking at the various reasons of movement and the vulnerability caused
by the journey. She further explained that the basic level of protection is given by the international
human rights law, which applies to everybody, without discrimination, at every stage of the journey.
Then it comes the 1951 Refugees Convention, the international labour law (for migrant workers even
when they are in an undocumented or irregular status), the international humanitarian law, which
provides protection to migrants in context of conflicts, the law of the seas, as a framework that
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provides a set of rules to govern the movement of migrants in the sea context, the international
criminal law and the Protocols on Trafficking and Smuggling and the Statelessness Convention. The
rights, within the international Human Rights law, are reflected in the nine core international Human
Rights instruments. Moreover, a number of guidance have been provided by the bodies that have
specifically looked at the issue of migration and movement, such as the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, as well as the Committee on
Migrants Workers. She stressed that the Human Rights framework insists that the focus must be on
the individual, that there must be an individual assessment at every step of the migration process, and
that each way has a specific focus on the content. There is also a set of duties and accountabilities
framework to establish, so that individual can claim their rights. There are gaps in Human Rights
protection in relation to migration, so specific Human Rights protection intervention is needed.
With reference to the Global Compact, she stated that the draft is human-based, there are some
divergences in the negotiations related the issue of balancing sovereignty and rights, the separation
between regular and irregular migrants, detention of children, meaning of international cooperation.
The co-facilitators are pushing for the adoption of the GCM by consensus, and only the US has pulled
out. Although the GCM is not a legally binding document, it is an expression of political commitment,
and parliaments will be very crucial in its implementation at national level, but also by asking for
accountability and reframing the narratives. A meeting on the evaluation of the State’s obligation in
the field of migration would be useful, as PAM did with the UNSC Resolution on FTFs.
Overview of OHCHR work in support of Special Procedures Mandate Holders, by Mr. Karim
Gherzaoui, Chief, Groups and Accountability Section
The Special Procedures mechanisms emanate from the Human Rights Council (HRC), to look at the
situation of Human Rights, by appointing a Special Rapporteur, who would report to the UNGA or
the HRC about the situation in a given country or about a specific subject. Special Rapporteurs are
appointed by the President of the UN HRC; each and every individual or NGO or State can propose
a name when there is an opening for such post. In the appointment of the Special Rapporteurs,
attention is given to gender balance, geographic representation and nationality, to prevent possible
conflict of interests in case the State under review is somehow related to the Rapporteur.
Currently there are 77 Mandate Holders, from all regions of the world. They are selected on the basis
of their expertise and they stay in function for 6 years, they are not UN staff and are not remunerated
by the UN budget. They report, once a year, to the Council and to the UNGA. They do conduct field
visits and have also the ability to act on allegations they receive with regards to individuals that their
Human Rights are violated in a country, or with respect to a legislation related to their mandate at the
parliament level to assess if it is conform to the Human Rights standards.
In terms of country visits, all Mandate Holders need to have an explicit invitation from the country
concerned. All the Mediterranean countries have been visited at least by one Special Rapporteur. In
particular, Tunisia cooperated with many special Rapporteurs and benefitted a lot from their visits on
different subjects. However, some countries have refused some requests of visits on specific themes,
while accepting others, according to their agenda.
Special Rapporteurs can also joint debates, participate in conferences, seminars throughout the world
to raise awareness. They cooperate with national mechanisms to reach national and regional
constituencies and they can engage with all the States of the world, regardless of the status of
ratification of international treaties.
In terms of cooperation with non-state actors, Rapporteurs interact with civil society, business
community, trade unions etc. It is equally important the cooperation between the country Rapporteur
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and thematic Rapporteur due to the different permission granted to them. This cooperation allows a
fruitful share of information to undertake detailed reports.
How PAM can support the work of the High Commissioner for Human Rights: proposal for
specific joint initiatives – Mr. Gianni Magazzeni, Chief of UPR Branch, and Mr Hernan Vales,
Human Rights Officer in the Rule of Law and Democracy Section
PAM parliaments should be involved in the preparation of the national report that the Member State
present to the HRC; be part of the delegations coming to the Council during the review; and be
involved in the follow-up action to ensure the implementation by the States of the recommendations
accepted. Moreover, PAM parliaments can ask the Government to share with them the draft before
being finalized and make sure that the report is submitted to the HRC.
PAM parliaments’ involvement is crucial in the UPR, treaty bodies and engagement with special
procedures mandatories. Moreover, the HRC has put forward draft Principles on the role of
Parliaments in Human Rights, which describes in details the role of HR Committee of Parliaments
and their potential for engagement. It is important that MPs bring view on the matter to the attention
of the government. Moreover, the OHCHR is also encouraging Member States to develop national
coordination mechanisms for reporting and follow-up and also recommends that these mechanisms
include parliaments or their representatives and those of their HR Committee if existing, to coordinate
action, finalize report and put an action plan to implement the recommendations received and
accepted by the State, of which more than 50% need some kind of parliamentary action. A solid basis
has also been created for the success and sustainability of SDGs, with the involvement of all
stakeholders. It is equally important that Parliamentarians ask the OHCHR to provide them with the
tools to accomplish their duties.
Mr Hernan Vales introduced the Forum for Democracy, which will be held next November under
the theme “Parliaments as promoters of human rights, democracy and the rule of law”, and invited
PAM MPs and national parliaments to contribute in terms of issues to put in the agenda of the
meeting.
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Follow up
At the meeting, PAM and OHCHR agreed on the following steps to strengthen their unique
cooperation and foster PAM MPs and Secretariat involvement in the OHCHR works:
-

Organization of study tours in the Mediterranean countries and specific programs for newly
elected MPs;

-

PAM can assist OHCHR to collect and disseminate information, alert the UN and bring the
discussion at regional level, share lessons learned, best practices and experience among the
Mediterranean countries.

-

PAM Secretariat will assist in translating the Draft Principles in other languages and will
present a report on Human Rights at its next Plenary Session, on the basis of the UN report,
with a Mediterranean dimension.

-

PAM will encourage the countries of the MENA region, which have yet not replied to the
questionnaire to do so.

-

Based on a suggestion by UNDPA, PAM requests that, in additional to global discussions
with IPU, OHCHR should also have structured discussions with selected regional Assemblies,
whose members share the same experience and concerns in a more coherent understanding of
local situations.

-

Thanks to its good and stable relations with all the Euro-Mediterranean countries and a very
good network of regional assemblies, PAM can help OHCHR with granting access to some
critical areas, as done for Gaza for the water crisis, or Syria for the delivery of humanitarian
aid, the report on the Yarmouk Camp, etc.

-

PAM is ready to help with its parliamentary diplomacy tool in addressing critical issues, such
as Human Rights, and overcome problems that the traditional diplomacy could not resolve
due to the governments’ limits.

-

As done with the UNSC CTED, OHCHR shall host annual meetings with PAM to discuss
specific HR instruments and activities. PAM will also hold a dedicated session with civil
society and OHCHR, and will seek the support of the French Parliament to host it.
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Joint UN/PAM Seminar on Human Rights for PAM MPs
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Palais Wilson, Geneva – Switzerland
21-22 June 2018
Agenda
Thursday 21 June 2018
8.30-9:15

Arrival of delegates and registration

9.30-10:00

Opening address by Mr. Adam Abdelmoula, Director, Human Rights Council and Treaty
Mechanisms Division
Welcome address by Amb. Sergio Piazzi, Secretary General of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM)

10.00-11.00

Human Rights in the Mediterranean region – Mr. Mohamed Alnsour, Chief, Middle East
and Northern Africa Section

11.00-11.30

coffee break

11.30-12.30

Implementation of UNHRC Resolution 35/29 of 23.05. 2017 – Mr. Gianni Magazzeni,
Chief, Universal Periodic Review Branch, and Jeroen Klok, Human Rights Officer (UPRB)

12.30-14.30

Lunch break

14.30-15.30

PAM MPs contribution to the UN HRC Universal Periodic Review – Mr. Mohammad AbuHarthieh, Human Rights Officer in Universal Periodic Review Branch

15.30-16.00

Coffee break

16:00-16:45

The role of PAM MPs in supporting Human Rights in the Mediterranean region at national
and regional level – Hon. Aleksandra Maletić, PAM Vice-President and President of the
PAM 3rd Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilizations and Human Rights

16:45-18:00

The role of OHCHR in Libya, Syria and in Tunisia:



Ms. Matilda Bogner by video link (on Libya)
 Mr. James Rodhaver (on Syria)
 Hon. Badreddine Abdelkafi, Deputy Speaker of the Tunisian Parliament, VicePresident of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee and PAM Rapporteur on Human Rights, and
Mr. Dimiter Chalev, Senior Human Rights Officer (on Tunisia)
20:00

Dinner hosted by PAM
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Friday 22 June 2018
9:00-10:00

The role of parliamentarians in countering terrorism and preventing violent extremism.–
Mr Michael Wiener, from OHCHR’s Rule of Law and Democracy Section

10:00-11:00

Human rights and migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers - Ms. Pia Oberoi, Human Rights
Officer in the Human Rights and Economic & Social Issues Section

11.00-11.30

Coffee break

11.30-12.30

Overview of OHCHR work in support of Special Procedures Mandate Holders.– Mr. Karim
Gherzaoui, Chief, Groups and Accountability Section

12.30-14.30

Lunch break

14.30-16.00

How PAM can support the work of the High Commissioner for Human Rights: proposal for
specific joint initiatives – Mr. Gianni Magazzeni, Chief of UPR Branch, and Mr. Jeroen Klok,
Human Rights Officer in UPR Branch
Closing by Amb. Sergio Piazzi and Mr. Gianni Magazzeni
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Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Palais Wilson, Geneva – Switzerland
21-22 June 2018
List of registered participants
PAM NATIONAL DELEGATIONS
CYPRUS

Hon. Mr. Christos Orphanides – MP
Mrs. Georgia Neophytou – International Relations Officer

FRANCE – National Assembly

Hon. Ms. Sandrine Mörch – MP
Mr Thierry Deilhes – Civil Servant

GREECE

Hon. Ms. Eleni Avlonitou – MP, Head of Delegation

ISRAEL

Hon. Mr. Majallie Wahaba – PAM Representative

ITALY – Senate

Sen. Mr. Francesco Maria Amoruso – MP, PAM Honorary President, Head of Delegation

MONACO

Hon. Ms. Nathalie Amoratti-Blanc – MP, Head of Delegation

MOROCCO - House of Representatives

Hon. Mr. Mohamed Elhejira – MP
Hon. Mr. Amam Chokrane – MP
Hon. Ms. Azzouha El Arrak – MP

PORTUGAL

Hon. Mr. Pedro Roque – MP, PAM President
Hon. Ms. Gabriela Canavilhas – MP
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SERBIA

Hon. Ms. Aleksandra Maletić – MP, PAM Vice President and President of the PAM 3rd SC

SYRIA

Hon. Mr. Najdat Anzour – Deputy Speaker
Hon. Mr. Boutros Merjaneh – MP
Hon. Mr. Ammar Bagdache – MP
Hon. Mr. Rimoun Helal – MP
Mr. Atef Al Zaybak – assistant to the delegation

TUNISIA

Hon. Mr. Badreddine Abdelkafi – MP, Deputy Speaker, Vice President of the PAM 3rd SC, PAM
Rapporteur on Human Rights

TURKEY

Hon. Mr. Erdogan Ozegen – MP, Head of Delegation
Ms. Elif Esra Önal – Secretary of Delegation
GUESTS

European Parliament

Hon. Mr José Inácio Faria – MEP

FIDU – Italian Federation for Human
Rights

Dr Mr. Antonio Stango – President

No Peace Without Justice

Dr. Mr. Niccolo' A. Figa'-Talamanca – Secretary General
Mr Frej Fenniche – Regional Representative
Ms Hanna Karimipour – accompanying person
ORGANIZERS

PAM Secretariat

UPRB Secretariat

Amb. Sergio Piazzi – PAM Secretary General
Amb. Gerhard Putman Cramer – PAM Permanent Observer to the UN and other International
Organizations in Geneva
Ms. Fatima Khachi – Deputy to the Secretary General
Mr. Valerio Carafa – Assistant
Mr. Nicola Rocchi – Assistant
Ms. Liza Sekaggya – Human Rights Officer, Universal Periodic Review Branch
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