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Visit of a Delegation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) to the
Western Mediterranean Group of Dialogue - 5+5 to Morocco
9 – 11 February 2017
Executive Report
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), together with the Chamber of
Councillors of Morocco, organized a visit to Morocco for the PAM delegations representing the
countries members of the Group of Dialogue 5 + 5, from 9 to 11 February 2017. The delegation
included, besides Morocco, representatives of the French, Italian, Portuguese, Algerian, Libyan,
Tunisian, Jordanian and Palestinian Parliaments, as well as the Consultative Council of UMA.
This visit was based on the recommendations and conclusions of the PAM meeting on "Dialogue in
the encounter between cultures and religions: the role of politics and education”, held on 15
December 2016 at the Italian Senate, in Rome, Italy, during which the Moroccan experience in the
fight against terrorism and violent extremism was emphasized.
The program included, among others, meetings with senior officials of the Moroccan Government
and field visits to relevant institutions and religious monuments of the country. Moreover, a highlevel seminar on "The fight against terrorism and violent extremism in the Mediterranean: what
cooperation between the two banks? (Morocco as a model)" took place at the Chamber of
Councillors to review the Moroccan security approach, the reform of religious affairs and the role
of educational institutions in fighting against terrorism and in spreading the values of tolerance and
moderation.
**** 9 February ****
Before meeting with the President of the Chamber of Councillors, H.E. Abdelhakim Benchamach,
PAM delegates visited the Mausoleum Mohamed V in Rabat, which contains the tombs of King
Mohammed V and his two sons, King Hassan II and Prince Abdallah.
Meeting with H.E. Abdelhakim Benchamach, President of the Chamber of Councillors
Sen. Benchamach welcomed the PAM delegations and congratulated the Assembly for its initiatives
in different sectors, with particular focus to the latest conference held in Rome on dialogue between
cultures and religions. He stressed the urgent need to solve the causes of radicalization and
misunderstanding, as well as the economic and social problems, xenophobia and the increasing of
migrants and refugees flows, mentioning two major future challenges, i.e. the democratic transition
and the water scarcity. He emphasised the diversity and richness of the Moroccan nationality, which
is protected and preserved by the Constitution and H.M. the King as the Commander of all
Believers, not only the Muslims, thus guaranteeing peace, tolerance and mutual understanding
between all Moroccans.
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Sen. Lmarbouh stressed the importance that PAM gives to these themes, explaining that the visit
was organised in the framework of the 5+5, of which PAM ensures the parliamentary dimension.
He then gave the floor to the delegates to exchange views with President Benchamach and briefly
share their national experience.
Meeting with H.E. Abdelilah Benkirane, Prime Minister of Morocco
The Prime Minister highlighted the fundamental importance for Morocco of fighting against
terrorism and all forms of extremism, as well as the causes and origins of this phenomenon, under
the enlightened leadership of H.M. King Mohammed VI, and in the framework of a national
unanimity. He also stressed the role of representatives of peoples and political leaders in
establishing a common framework for combating all forms of extremism, addressing its causes,
strengthening dialogue to solve conflicts and making common interests prevail beyond narrow
calculations, while contributing to social and economic development in all regions of the world and
the Mediterranean in particular. From their side, the PAM delegates stressed the crucial importance
of cooperation and coordination among countries at different levels in the field of fighting against
terrorism, violent extremism and the treatment of their causes, notably within the framework of the
Mediterranean area, which is a crossroads of religions and civilizations and where there are many
common challenges that require unified approaches and more complementarity.
Meeting with H.E. Charki Draiss, Minister Delegate to the Minister of the Interior, Morocco
The Minister reviewed the efforts deployed by the Kingdom in addressing key threats, foremost of
which is terrorism and transnational organized crime, and its approach based not only on the purely
security dimension, but also on economic, social, religious and cultural aspects within the
framework of a comprehensive, integrated and participatory methodology. He highlighted the
efforts of the Moroccan security services; the involvement of the Kingdom in international and
regional efforts and its intensifying security cooperation with various partners, Mediterranean,
African and European neighbours. Particular focus was given to the National Initiative for Human
Development, launched by H.M. the King in 2005, which allowed achieving important results in the
social and economic field, thus decreasing the social gaps and ensuring dignified living to all
citizens. With regard to the fight against illegal immigration, he outlined the new national policy on
migration and asylum, launched on the initiative of H.M. King Mohammed VI, giving priority to
the human dimension by safeguarding the rights and dignity of migrants and facilitating their
integration into the national economic and social fabric. He concluded by stressing the need for
security cooperation and to face the various threats, such as terrorism and organized cross-border
crime, and invited MPs, as the representatives of the peoples of the Mediterranean, to advocate for
the adoption of a shared and comprehensive vision that links security, development and cultural
aspects, stressing the importance of consultation and dialogue between the two shores of the
Mediterranean region, which has always been cradle of cultures and civilisations.
Hon. Vauzelle asked how Morocco managed to deal with illegal migration flows, in particular
those through Gibraltar, thus securing the path between Morocco and Spain, whereas France still
didn’t succeed in managing migration flows coming from Turkey, Greece. The Minister replied that
this is based on a 25 years’ experience, starting the preparatory steps in 1992 and focusing on the
fight against illegal migration and trafficking in drugs, through its public budget.
2

Sen. Alia Bouran stressed Jordan’s awareness of the importance of cooperation between all sectors
and questioned about the initiatives targeting youth in order to avoid them joining terrorist groups.
Ms. Nadira El Guermai, National Coordinator of the National Initiative for Human Development,
replied by referring to the National Initiative for Human Development, which makes available
resources, calls as well as assistance to young people in developing project and generating income,
jobs and sense of dignity.
Hon. Tahar Kellil recalled the Algerian approach in fighting against terrorism, stressing the
importance of cooperation and partnership, as well as linking peace and development.
Hon. Maatoug, stated that his country Libya is suffering a serious lack of security, since the regime
of Gadhafi collapsed, and asked the cooperation of the Mediterranean partners in addressing the
political fractures and terrorism. He confirmed that in Libya there are active terrorist cells and asked
the cooperation of everybody to fight against terrorism, achieve the security of the Libyan peoples
and that of the Mediterranean peoples. The Minister agreed on the necessity to provide assistance to
Libya, since the situation is affecting the security of all the Region, stressing the Moroccan efforts
in this regard, I.e. the agreement signed in Skhirate, and its readiness and willing to cooperate with
Libya at all levels.
Meeting with H.E. Ahmed Taoufiq, Minister of Endowments and Islamic Affairs of Morocco
The Minister stressed the fundamental role of the King in ensuring unity, as the Commandor of all
Believers, not only Muslims. He explained that the King is linked to the community by a contract,
bay3a, which cannot be translated with the feudal concept “allegiance”. According to the bay3a, the
King has 5 tasks: to protect the community’s religion, property, dignity, to safeguard people’s life
and security, to guarantee and protect law and order. He continued saying that Morocco is an
example of coexistence of the modern politics with traditions inherited by centuries, and it protects
the non-Muslim religions, such as Christianity and Hebraism, whose believers have their rights
guaranteed, since the religious affairs is competence of the King, and it not subjected to the political
influence. This neutrality is ensured also in the Parliament, through the two Chambers. He then
explained that in Morocco there are 52.000 mosques, 82 local religious councils of ulemas, and one
council entitled to emit fatwas on public matters; resources are provided 90% by State’s budget and
10% by the Endowment, since these religious needs are social needs.
Hon. Gabriella Canavilhas, from Portugal, praised the Moroccan wisdom in the way it separates
religion from politics, and questioned what Morocco can do to empathize publicly in the world that
Islam is not what terrorists says it is. The Minister answered that the world should question where
terrorism comes from, its core causes, since the issue is much more complex than what media
describe, thought without justifying terrorism.
Hon. Sabah Alhaj Faraj, from Libya, asked how the Ministry manages to keep imams in mosques
away from the religious extremism. H.E. Taoufiq replied that the Ministry does not interfere with
the preachers, and that it intervenes only to shares khutbas (sermons) on public issues, such as
health, road accident; preachers write their message and monitor themselves, knowing that they
shouldn’t interfere in the other’s specialization, play the role of a judge or a politician, and that their
message should be generic, addressed to everybody and with focus on morality.
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Sen. Alia Bouran questioned how Morocco looks at the issue of islamophobia and what it
suggests. The Minister replied that the problems the world is facing are the real causes of these
actions and responses, and it is responsibility of political, communication, military decision-makers
to solve them.
**** 10 February ****
PAM delegations visited Saint Pierre Cathedral in Rabat, and met with Archbishop Vincent
Landel, whereas in Casablanca they visited the Maymonid School, an institution accommodating
Jewish and Muslim students, and met with Mr. Shimon Cohen, its Director. Moreover, a business
lunch was held with Mr. Serge Berdugo, Secretary General of the Council of Israeli Communities
in Morocco, and participants exchanged views, particularly with regard to the role played by the
Kingdom of Morocco in promoting the dialogue of civilizations and cultures and disseminating
values of tolerance, moderation and coexistence among different religions.
A visit of the Mosque Hassan II of Casablanca and the Mohammed VI Institute for Training Imams
Religious Guides of Rabat followed.
Meeting with Mr. Abdessalam Lazaar, Director of the Mohammed VI Institute for Training
Imams Religious Guides
The Director explained that the Institute accommodates students from a number of African and
European countries, and aims at serving the individual and specific needs of the countries
requesting Imam’s training, by preparing training programmes tailored to the individual needs of
the requesting countries. Students receive courses in a diverse range of subjects, such as
psychology, humanities, social sciences, as well as vocational training. The basic training program
lasts one-year for Moroccans, two years for students from Africa, and three years for French
students. Moreover, the Institute offers courses of 3 months for imams aiming at completing their
experience and deepening their understanding, in order to lead the prayers and pronounce sermons.
The Institute is completely independent from the Ministry of Education and depends on the AlKaraouine University of Fez. With reference to the history of establishment of the Institute, Dr
Lazaar explained that the first training courses were tailored in 2005, followed by the establishment,
in 2013, of the “Centre for Training Mali Imams”, after a request received by H.E. the President of
Mali to HM the King during a royal visit of the King to Mali. The last stage was the creation of the
Institute Mohamed VI in 2015, which has been recently expanded to accommodate students from
Mali, Tunisia, France, Guinea Conakry, Cote d'Ivoire, Nigeria, Chad and Senegal, and numbering
currently about 1200 male and female students. On the occasion of the PAM delegation’s visit, Sen.
Fattorini, on behalf of the Italian Minister of Interior, officially requested the Institute to assist in
the training of imams in Italy.
**** 11 February 2017 *****
On the following day, PAM delegates headed to Fez, where they had a meeting with Mr. Mhannad
Laanzar, President of the Region Fez-Meknes, who praised the PAM engagement for the
promotion of dialogue and understanding and the efficiency of its efforts, and stressed the role of
the Academic Institutions in Fez, in particular the Al-Karaouine University, as one of the oldest
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universities in the world playing a positive role in the dialogue between religions. Sen. Lmarbouh
recalled the links between PAM and the city of Fez, where the first activities of the 3 rd Standing
Committee took place, as well as the Fez’s Recommendations, which were later adopted as
resolutions by the Assembly and, together with the PAM Secretary General, suggested hosting a
meeting in Fez to discuss both the dialogue between civilizations and culture and the social and
economic development aspects. PAM Secretary General asked Mr. Laanzar’s assistance to
renovate the cooperation between PAM and the Universities of Fez, stating that next year PAM will
celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Program of Fez, thus suggesting organising together the event
in Fez. Mr. Laanzar accepted with pleasure.
In the afternoon the members of the PAM delegation they had a meeting with Mr. Amal Jalal,
President of the University Al-Karaouine, who welcomed them and gave them a focused view of
the University since its establishment until it was reorganized by the issuance of the royal decree on
24 June 2017. He stressed that the Kingdom of Morocco remains a pioneer in its experience in
religious affairs, which is characterized by moderation, tolerance and rejection of extremism and
exaggeration and the call for peace and tolerance.

5

Seminar on "Countering terrorism and violent extremism in the Mediterranean: what
cooperation between the two shores? (Morocco as a model)"
9 February 2017, Rabat, Morocco
Summary
H.E. Mr Benchamach congratulated PAM for its efforts in fostering dialogue and understanding
between cultures, as well as tackling the causes of tension and conflicts, in order to promote
economic, social, and environmental cooperation in the Mediterranean region. In this context, he
referred to the PAM meeting held in Rome on 15 December 2016 and its recommendations, as well
as the reports and resolutions adopted by the Assembly on terrorism, FTFs and security challenges.
He recalled the UN SC Resolution 2178 (2014), pointing out that counterterrorism priorities include
bilateral and regional cooperation, as well as the need to establish an appropriate legislative
framework, especially in terms of security and judicial cooperation and exchange of information
and experience. He continued by presenting the pillars of the Moroccan strategy in the fight against
terrorism and violent extremism. Firstly, the normative basis of the prevention and fight against
violent extremism in the Moroccan Constitution, which stipulates in the preamble the attachment of
the Moroccan people to the values of moderation, tolerance, dialogue and mutual understanding
between all the cultures and civilizations, moderate Islam as the religion on which the Kingdom is
based (art.1), the State’s guarantee of freedom to exercise beliefs (art. 3), freedoms of thought,
opinion and expression in all their forms (art. 25), and the tolerant principles of Islam on which
Supreme Council of Ulema is based the (art. 41). Secondly, the integration of security, military and
judicial dimensions with social and developmental aspects, in addition to the educational and
religious dimensions, in order to spread a culture of tolerance and moderation. Thirdly, the adoption
of a number of strategic policies aimed at reducing structural factors leading to violent extremism,
i.e. the 2015-2030 strategic vision for Moroccan School Reform, aimed at immunizing individuals
from messages, ideas of extremism, violence, hatred and terrorism. The forth element is monitoring
through, inter alia, the organization of the functions of religious leaders, the establishment of the
Mohammed VI Institute for the Training Imams and Religious Guides, the religious supervision of
the Moroccans Living Abroad, the electronic platform called “Raid” launched by the League
“Rabita Mohammadia of Ulemas” and its publications to fight against extremist fatwas and
dismantle violent extremism speech, the implementation of programs to combat poverty and
vulnerability in order to eliminate the structural causes of terrorism and religious extremism, i.e. the
National Initiative for Human Development, and the legislative efforts in fighting against terrorism,
money laundering and trafficking in human beings. He stressed that national action plan to prevent
violent extremism has to be interdisciplinary, consolidate the Social Charter against violent
extremism and revive national development policies in the light of the Sustainable Development
Goals. He called for the concept of "human security", as stated by different UNGA Resolutions, by
increasing opportunities for cooperation and partnership between governments, international and
regional organizations, and civil society, and a joint think tank within the 3rd PAM Committee on
Dialogue among Civilizations to draft a Mediterranean Parliamentary Charter on the subject and
plead with it in the regional parliamentary networks, in order to be adopted by the IPU as a
reference document.
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PAM President recalled some events organised and attended by PAM on the subject, as well as the
strong relations with the UN system. He called for avoiding using terms such as “fighters” and
“Islamic state”, and referred to the problem of double citizenship of terrorists returning to their
home country. He also underlined the deep causes of terrorism, i.e. marginalization, poverty,
vulnerability and unemployment, calling for the strengthening of cooperation between the countries
of the Mediterranean, on the economic and security levels as well as the implementation by national
parliaments of the recommendations and resolutions of the UN Security Council.
Sen. Alia Bouran stated that terrorism fuels islamophobia and xenophobia in Western countries,
exacerbates the situation of the Arab and Muslim communities in these countries, and spreads an
environment of uncertainty towards these communities of millions of people, pointing out that
Daesh targets particularly young people in need of jobs that guarantee dignity and a promising
political horizon. She recalled the experience of her country in fighting terrorism, stating that
Jordan has become unable to absorb the children of Syrian refugees, and stressing that this will
expose them to the corridors of Daesh and terrorist organizations.
PAM Secretary General recalled that PAM, together with IPU, is the only parliamentary
organization enjoying a permanent observer status at the UNGA, and referred to the Meeting of
Secretary Generals organised by PABSEC in Istanbul which he attended, and its resulting
recommendation to work with other parliamentary organisations as well as the organisation of a
regional conference on the subject. He asked the PAM delegates of 5+5 Group of Dialogue to assist
PAM in establishing relations with Ministries of Education and Interior.
I. Dr Mohamed Moufkir: The Moroccan security approach in the fight against terrorism
Mr. Mohamed Moufkir, Director General of International Cooperation of the Moroccan Ministry of
the Interior, stated that Morocco has avoided terrorist attacks thanks to a strategy based on a
comprehensive and proactive approach, the strengthening of the legal framework, the reform of the
religious field, the consolidation of socio-economic development and the promotion of the culture
of human rights and respect for fundamental freedoms, while giving paramount importance to
bilateral and multilateral cooperation to counter terrorism. In this regard, the official pointed out
that Morocco has strengthened its security cooperation with the various European and
Mediterranean partners, and puts its experience at disposal of its partners in the Sahara and Sahel.
He stated that, since the attacks of 11 September, 168 terrorist cells have been dismantled, about 50
of which were connected to areas of tension, especially in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Syria and
Sahel. This resulted in the arrest of 2,963 suspects and the thwarting of 341 criminal plots.
Moreover, data and information available indicate that more than 1600 Moroccan citizens
volunteered to fight in the hotbeds of tension, 147 of which returned to Morocco and were
investigated, while 132 were arrested and brought to justice, along with the arrest of six people
when trying to leave the Moroccan soil. Mr. Moufkir also noted that Morocco remains vigilant on
the activities of these terrorist groups in the hot spots of tension, pointing out that these
organizations constitute a concern because of their capacity to recruit young people, train them
military skills to be able to carry out criminal operations with professionalism, even when returning
to the home country. In this regard, he underlined that the creation of the Central Bureau of Judicial
Investigations in 2015 was a strong message for extremist movements about the mobilization of the
whole of Moroccan society to fight against the culture of violence. He also highlighted the
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measures taken at the social level, through the National Initiative for Human Development. He
concluded by stating that addressing security issues calls for full and joint engagement in full
respect for the principles of good neighbourliness and fruitful cooperation, in order to establish
security and stability for the benefit of all peoples.
II. Dr Ahmed Abbadi: Reforming religious affairs in Morocco as a front to fight against
extremism
Dr Ahmed Abbadi, Secretary General of the League Rabita Mohammadia of Ulemas, stated that the
fight against terrorism necessarily entails a framed vision and the establishment of integrated
strategies for a conscious and intelligent engagement against the various forms of extremism and
deviation. He stressed that a vision without adherence to legislation limits the effectiveness of the
fight against terrorism. Therefore, the King of Morocco is carefully following the strategies that are
adopted by the two Chambers of Parliament. He evoked the history of the Ottoman Empire, proving
the illegitimacy of the Caliphate of Al Baghdadi, and explaining that Islam has clearly laid down
the criteria to satisfy in order to establish an Islamic State, based on the achievement of 6
objectives: preservation of life, preservation of religion, preservation of dignity, preservation of
descendants, preservation of mind and preservation of property. He continued saying that Morocco
has created a guide to measure the achievement of these goals and has structured the religious field
in a six-dimensional strategy. The first dimension is the validity of the Commander of the Faithful
and the Principality of Believers, based on the historical, constitutional and legislative origins, in
order to immunize society against these deviations. The second dimension is based on the proximity
of citizens to two different but equally important aspects, i.e. fatwa and religious guidance, stressing
that there is a link between the text and the context. The third dimension is the continuous scientific
research in the religious field by the various research centres aimed at dismantling the discourse of
extremism and terrorism, by focusing on a number of legitimate concepts distorted by the advocates
of extremism and terrorism. In this context, Morocco has launched a think-tank of ulemas who
work with academic researches on the subject. He then referred to the use of social media by Daesh,
stressing the importance of training the 5 million ulemas in the Muslim world to use twitter in order
to dismantle its rhetoric. The fourth dimension includes the creation of an aesthetic aspect of
religion through the crystallization of a more beautiful and attractive discourse in the consciousness
of the various segments, in addition to the financial and administrative structures, through the role
played by the Ministry of Islamic Affairs, as the fifth dimension, and the preservation of the six
legitimate objectives and the development of a guide to measure the achievement of these purposes,
as a criterion for determining the Islamic state as the sixth dimension. He also pointed out that the
Rabita Muhammadia of Ulemas works through the mandate and powers entrusted to it by law to
spread the right knowledge of Islam, its noble values, the respect for the principles of moderation.
In particular, it includes a 21 research groups that works to dismantle the doctrines of extremist
groups, combat phenomena that generate violence and religious extremism, and strengthen the
capacities of religious leaders and young people, by developing their skills to promote a moderate
positive religious discourse based on the aesthetic and compassionate understanding of the true
Islamic religion.
Hon. Badreddine Abdelkafi underlined the importance of filling the vacuum made available for
DAESH, and the need to valorise religion. With reference to the Arab Spring, he made referred to
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the national experience, stating that in Tunisia efforts are made to bring closer authenticity and
modernity, Islam and democracy.
Hon. Maatoug referred to the terroristic groups that are active in Libya and the ongoing political
crisis, stressing that his country is not an exporter of terrorism and undocumented migrants.
Ms. Badkouri Souad, President of the Moroccan Association of Victims of Terrorism, recalled her
experience, as a victim of terrorism who lost her husband and son, and warned about the danger of
soft messages on youth.
III.Dr Fouad Chafiqui: The role of educational institutions in spreading the values of
tolerance and moderation
Dr Chafiqi, Director of Educational Curricula of the Ministry of Education, focused his presentation
on the Education Curricula adopted by Ministry since the approval of the National Charter for
Education and Training in 1999, with the aim of abandoning the educational system inherited by the
colonial period and setting reference and a vision for the reform of Educational and Training
System, to be based on the values of : the Islamic faith, the Moroccan identity and citizenship, the
Moroccan cultural heritage, human rights, and economic, social and human development. He
explained that these principles have been translated into directives, which are still in effect today
and which include some of the basic orientations, i.e. school the place for consolidating the values
of ethics, citizenship and human rights. The following step was taken in 2000, when a group of
experts representing all the intellectual segments of the society drafted a Charter of reference,
setting up 4 values as the basis of the Moroccan School system: the tolerance and moderation of
Islam, the values of identity, citizenship and human rights. This made possible the elaboration of
curricula based on these values, from 2002 to 2007. Lately, in 2016, the Ministry of Education and
the Ministry of Islamic Affairs were requested to review the subject of Islamic education.
Therefore, all pedagogical texts used in Moroccan schools were analysed and Islamic Education
have proved to contain, more than any other, the highest percentage of values mentioned in the
Charter of Reference, but the review of their presentation was needed. Fur aspects were identified
for teaching Islamic education ins school, i.e the existence of human being in the world, the
existence of human being in today societies, the integration of the legal aspect and the aspect of
solidarity in society. He conclude by mentioning the agreement signed between the Academy of the
Kingdom of Morocco and UNESCO on 20 July 2016, to establish a mixed committee engaging
different Ministries, in order to draft programs aimed at countering terrorism and violent extremism,
as well as the document prepared by the Ministry and which will be shared soon with teachers in
order for them monitor children and young people on the way of embracing terrorism and violent
extremism.
Mr. Salah Khaled, Representative a.i. of UNESCO in Morocco, congratulated Mr. Chafiqi for the
efforts made by the Ministry, stating that UNESCO is also working on the subject, through
educational programs and participation in different events. With reference to education, he stressed
the key role of teachers, social media, and the need to fight hate speech.
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IV. M. Said Mokadem: Le terrorisme et l'extrémisme violent dans la Méditerranée, et la
nécessité d'une coopération entre les deux rives
Mr. Said Mokadem, Secretary General of the Consultative Council of UMA, explained that some
of our societies have experienced several forms of these practices targeting young people of
different ages with limited cultural and scientific knowledge and ignorant of their religion, thus
raising questions about the effectiveness of educational systems and cultural curricula, as a in
granting security and peaceful life and prosperity. In order to confront this phenomenon, Mr.
Mokadem stressed the necessity of activating cooperation between countries in vital fields, such as
information sharing, security and human development. He referred to the impact of transnational
organized crime, proliferation of armed groups, trafficking in human beings and drugs on the Sahel
and Sahara region since 2011, the consequences of the military intervention in Mali and the
exacerbation of instability in the region. He also recalled some data related to the growing
phenomenon of illegal immigration from Africa to Europe, and pointed out that the Southern shore
of the Mediterranean continues to suffer also from the lack of food security, liberalization of
agricultural, industrial and fishing products, desertification and adaptation to climate change, as
well as the delay in implementing economic and environmental projects. Therefore, he called for
intensifying mutually beneficial cooperation to counter the organized crime, dry up terrorism
sources of funding, solve existing disputes by peaceful means, and strengthening the existing
cooperation and coordination within the mechanism of the 5 + 5, which is capable of contributing,
as a political and parliamentary forum, to the establishment of permanent dialogues between the
countries of the North and the South of the Mediterranean. He concluded by reminding everyone of
its responsibility to address the major challenges that national countries are facing, through a
shared, comprehensive and clear strategy, and the responsibility of the parliaments to provide the
appropriate legal means to do so.
H.E. Mr. Benchamach concluded the seminar, by referring to a new generation of threats that will
fuel terrorism, as well as a post-Daesh era, warning on the mistake of associating poverty to
terrorism, since research show no automatic link between the two factors. Among the future
challenges he pointed out the lack of economic and social development prospects in the Southern
shore of the Mediterranean, which is suffering from high rates of unemployment; failed States as a
result of the overthrow of systems ; the absence of mediation institutions between society and State;
challenges resulting from changes in demographic structures in different Mediterranean countries
that lead to new types of cultural and social needs which institutions of mediation and public
policies are unable to give concrete answers to. Moreover, he underlined the real challenges by
climate change, such as water shortage and desertification, which are expected to increase the
number of migrants and displaced people to 40 million in the next 10 years if not tackled. He made
reference to Mr. Abbadi’s presentation and the need of an electronic army of ulemas and
intellectuals to fight hate speech and produce aesthetic messages, stressing that a countering
terrorism would be a long term battle on several fronts and different levels and many efforts should
be employed for it. He concluded by referring to the necessity of strengthening of national
legislative systems and renewing public policies, as well as PAM working with other parliamentary
Assemblies, as mentioned the PAM Secretary General, stating the willingness of the Moroccan
Parliament to participate in any initiative on legislative capacity-building.
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Visit of a Delegation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) to the Western
Mediterranean Group of Dialogue - 5+5 to Morocco
9-11 February 2017
Agenda
Wednesday 8 February 2017
…….

Arrival of the group 5 + 5 delegations and transfer to the hotel "La Tour Hassan"
Thursday 9 February 2017

09:00

Visit to the Mohammed V Mausoleum in Rabat

09:30

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Abdelhakim BENCHAMACH, President of the House of Councilors

11:00

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Abdelilah BENKIRANE, Head of the Government

12 :30

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Charki DRAISS, Minister Delegate to the Minister of the Interior

13:00

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Ahmed TAOUFIQ, Minister of Habous and Islamic Affairs

14:30

Lunch at the Parliament headquarters

15:30

Seminar on "The fight against terrorism and violent extremism in the Mediterranean, what
cooperation between the two shores? (Morocco as a model)” (Conference Room) - House of
Councilors

19:30

Return to the hotel la Tour Hassan

20:30

Dinner hosted by H.E. Mr. Abdelhakim BENCHAMACH, President of the House of Councilors, at
the Royal Nautical Club Bouregreg Restaurant
Friday 10 February 2017

09:00

Meeting with Mgr. Vincent LANDEL, Archbishop of Rabat and visit of the Cathedral San Pierre

09:30

Departure to the City of Casablanca

11:30

Meeting with Mr. Shimon COHEN, Director of the Maimonide School, and visit of the School

13:30

Meeting with Mr. Serge BERDUGO, Secretary General of the Jewish Communities of Morocco
and lunch at the Cercle de l’Union

16:00

Visit of the Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca

17:00

Departure to the city of Rabat

17:30

Meeting with Mr. Abdessalam LAZAAR, Director of the Mohammed VI Institute for the Training
of Imams and Religious Guides in Rabat, and visit of the Institute
Saturday 11 February 2017

08:00

Departure to the city of Fez

11:00

City tour

13:00

Lunch offered by Mr Mhannad LAANZAR, President of the Fez - Meknes Region

15:00

Meeting with Mr. Amal JALAL, President of Al-Karaouine University

17:30

Departure to the city of Rabat
End of program
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Seminar on "The fight terrorism and violent extremism in the Mediterranean: what cooperation
between the two shores? (Morocco as a model)"
Thursday, February 9, 2017
Agenda
Reception of participants (15:30 – 16:00)
Opening session (16 :00 – 16 :40)


Speech by H.E. Mr. Abdelhakim BENCHAMACH, President of the House of Councilors

 Speech by Sen. Lhou LMARBOUH, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean


Speech by Sen. Alia BOURAN, Vice-President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, President of
the 1st Standing Committee of the PAM

 Speech by Amb. Sergio PIAZZI, Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean
First session
Moderator : Sen. Ahmed TOUIZI, Secretary of the House of the Councilors
16:40-17:00

"The Moroccan security approach in the fight against terrorism", Mr. Mohamed MOUFKIR,
Director General of International Cooperation at the Ministry of the Interior

17:00-17:20

"Reform of the religious field in Morocco as an instrument in the fight against extremism", Mr.
Ahmad ABBADI, Secretary General of the League Rabita Mohammadia of Ulemas

17:20-17:40

Coffee break

Second session
Moderator : Sen. Abdelilah EL HALOUTI, 2nd Vice-President of the House of the Councilors
17:40-18:00

“The role of educational institutions in the spread of tolerance and moderation values", Dr Fouad
CHAFIQUI, Director of Educational Curricula at the Ministry of National Education and Vocational
Training

18:00-18:15

“Terrorism and violent extremism in the Mediterranean, and the need for cooperation between
the two shores", Mr. Said MOKADEM, Secretary General of the Consultative Council of the Arab
Maghreb Union

18:15-19:00

General Debate

19:00-19:15

Closing speech by H.E. Mr. Abdelhakim BENCHAMACH, President of the House of Councilors
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Visit of a PAM Delegation of the Group of Dialogue - 5+5 to Morocco
Visite d’une Délégation APM du Groupe du Dialogue 5 + 5 au Maroc
Rabat, 9-11 February 2017 / 9-11 février 2017

List of participants
NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS
Algeria

Hon. Mr. Tahar KELIL, MP
Hon. Mr Mohamed ZAKARIA, MP
M. Khaled HASSANI, assistant

France

Hon. Mr. Michel Vauzelle, PAM Vice-President

Jordan

Sen. Ms. Alia BOURAN, PAM Vice-President and President of the 1st Standing Committee
Mr. Moad AL ABBADI, Head of international relations

Italy

Sen. Mr. Francesco AMORUSO, PAM Honorary President
Sen. Ms. Emma FATTORINI, PAM Vice-President and President of the 3rd Standing Committee
Mr. Giuseppe TREZZA, assistant

Libya

Hon. Ms. Sabah ALHAJ.FARAJ, MP
Hon. Mr. Aboulkher BELKHER, MP
Hon. Mr. Mohamed MAATOUG, MP
Hon. Mr. Mohamed ELFIRES, MP
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Morocco

Sen. Mr. Lhou LMARBOUH – PAM President
Sen. Mr. Abdelilah ELHALLOUTI – 2nd Vice President of the House of Councillors
Hon. Mr. Mohammed ALAMI, MP
Hon. Mr. Omar MORO, MP

Palestine

Hon. Bilal KASSEM, Vice-President of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee

Portugal

Hon. Mr. Pedro ROQUE, President of the 2nd Standing Committee
Hon. Ms. Gabriela CANAVILHAS, MP

Tunisia

Hon. Mr. Badreddine ABDELKAFI, MP
PARTNER COUNTRIES, REGIONAL PARLIAMENTS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

Conseil Consultatif Maghrebin
ISESCO
UNESCO
UNODC

M. Said MOKADEM, Secretary General
Mr. Mohammad AL ZOU’BI, Chief of cabinet
Mr. Salah KHALED, UNESCO Representative a.i. in Morocco
Ms. Siham ALFIGUIGUI, National Project Officer
DIPLOMATIC CORPS

European Union
France
Holy Sea
Italy
Libya
Portugal
Tunisia

Mr. Frank BELLA, representative
Mr. Manuel BUFALA, Political Adviser
H.E Mr Vito RALLO, Ambassador
H.E. Mr. Roberto NATALI, Ambassador
H.E. Mr Abubakr Ali SHAKLAWOON, Ambassador
H.E. Ms. Maria RITA FERRO, Ambassador
H.E. Mr. Nejem GHARSALLI, Ambassador
Ms. Chahrazad ZAKI, Adviser
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OTHERS
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation of Morocco

Ministry of Education and Vocational
Training of Morocco
Ministry of Endowments and Islamic
Affairs of Morocco
Ministry of Interior of Morocco
League of Ulemas “Rabita Mohammadia”
Moroccan Association of Victims of
Terrorism
Moroccan Association for Evaluation

Mr. Allal ZAROUALI, Head of the Section of Relations between Morocco and the European
Union of the Directorate of the European Union and Mediterranean Affairs
Ms. Aziza ALBAKHARI, Head of Service at the European Union of the Directorate of the
European Union and Mediterranean Affairs
Mr. Ismail CHAKOURI, Head of the Security and Social Affairs at the Directorate of General
Affaires Ms. Fatima Zahra DRIOUCH, officer at the Directorate of European Affairs
Mr. Anas BOURHABA, officer at the Directorate of European Affairs
Mr. Fouad CHAFIKI, Director of Educational curricula
Mr. Mohammed HAMOUDOU, Adviser in charge of Parliamentary Affairs
Mr. Abdessalam LAZAAR, Director of the Mohammad VI Institute for Training of Imams
Mr. Mohamed MOUFKIR, Director General of International Cooperation
Mr. Ahmad ABBADI, Secretary General
Ms. Souad BADKOURI ALKHAMMAL, President
Ms. Fatima ZABOUR, Member of the Executive Directorate
ORGANIZATION

PAM Secretariat
Moroccan Parliament

Amb. Sergio PIAZZI, PAM Secretary General
Ms. Fatima KHACHI, Program Officer of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee
Ms. Karima BENHELLAL, international relations and communication department - Chamber of
Councillors
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