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Summary of proceedings 

 

On 14-15 May 2015, the Parliament of the Kingdom of Morocco hosted the international seminar of 

the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) on ‘The Protection of World Cultural 

Heritage Threatened with Destruction’ in Rabat, Morocco. The two day meeting, which was held 

under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohamed VI, was part of PAM’s response to the 

urgent call, by both the UN Secretary General and the UN Security Council (Resolution 

S/RES/2199 (2015) para. 15, 16 and 17) to international organizations to mobilize their 

constituencies and capabilities to protect the Cultural Heritage from destruction, looting, smuggling, 

and illegal trade by criminal and terrorist organizations, especially in light of the latest episodes of 

destruction of historical sites and museums across Iraq, Libya and Syria. 

The seminar brought together PAM MPs, university professors, legal experts, members of 

diplomatic missions in Morocco, Representatives of the Executive Committee of UNESCO, as well 

as representatives from regional and international organisations. Key note speakers and experts, 

described the on-going situation and contributed to the event by presenting some of the most recent 

data. The “Rabat Declaration”, which provided for the creation of a working group on the 

protection of the world cultural heritage, was read.  

Over the course of two days, the following subjects were discussed in three panels dedicated 

to:                                                              

1. World heritage: a richness of culture and a human footprint 

2. International conventions on the protection of the world cultural heritage 

3. The role of national parliaments and inter-parliamentary organisations in protecting and 

restoring world cultural heritage. 

 

Opening Ceremony – 14
th

 May 2015 

 

H.E. Sen. Dr Mohamed Cheikh Biadillah, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean and President of the Moroccan House of Counsellors, opened the seminar. He 

thanked the parliament of Morocco for being actively engaged in numerous events, particularly in 

the 132
nd

 Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, which took place in Hanoi, in Vietnam, 

between the 28 March and the 1
 
April, and during which a Resolution on ‘The Role of Parliaments 

in Combatting all Terrorist Acts Perpetuated by Organisations such as DAESH and Boko Haram 

against Innocent Civilians, in particular Women and Girls’ was unanimously adopted. In addition, 

he made references to the 1954 Convention of The Hague concerning the Protection of Cultural 

Heritage in case of armed conflict, and concluded that cultural heritage should be considered as a 

new measure of sustainable development. 

 

  

H.E. Eric Falt, Assistant Director General for External Relations and Public Information of 

UNESCO, referred to the key role played by Morocco in the field of Protection of Cultural 

Heritage. He mentioned that currently we face the continued large scale destruction of cultural 
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heritage and that on a daily basis communities are being destroyed and having their fundamental 

rights violated. He stated that the deliberate destruction of cultural heritage did not only affect 

culture, but also deprived individuals of their humanitarian and fundamental rights. He also referred 

to the ‘unitedforculture campaign’ that was started by UNESCO in Iraq and which had the support 

of several members of parliament. He also quoted the Director General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, 

who had expressed to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) the desire to protect the cultural 

heritage of the world with peace keeping forces. He concluded by asking all Mediterranean 

countries to ratify treaties related to the protection of cultural heritage and requested that 

governments, NGO’s and public authorities do everything in their power to defeat the threat of 

terrorism. 

 

H.E. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, Director General of the Islamic Organisation for Education, 

Science and Culture (ISESCO), began by mentioning the destruction of cultural sites and human 

rights violations that several regions in the Middle East and the Horn of Africa face on a daily basis. 

He further compared the ongoing events in Iraq and Syria with the Second World War, and recalled 

in particular the ongoing events in Kalkhu (Nimrud), Mosul and Aleppo. He then spoke of a war 

against the collective memory of the world and of a new phenomenon called ‘Cultural Terrorism’. 

Furthermore, he reminded everyone that the conservation of the cultural heritage of the world 

threatened with destruction should be an integral part of the priorities of the international 

community, and that action was needed to put an end to these armed conflicts. Finally, he made 

reference to the Committee for Cultural Heritage created by the ISESCO in Tripoli. 

 

FIRST PANEL 

 

WORLD HERITAGE: A RICHNESS OF CULTURE AND A HUMAN FOOTPRINT 

  

Chair: Hon. Bilal Kasem (Palestine), Vice-President of PAM’s 3
rd

 Standing Committee 

Hon. Bilal Kasem, introduced the first panel by discussing terrorism, the war in Syria, and the 

situation in North Africa and the Middle East. He made reference to the destruction caused by the 

so called Islamic State (IS) as well as other criminal groups. In addition, he spoke of his visit to 

Syria as part of the PAM delegation and his meeting with the General Director of Antiquities and 

Museums. He then referred to the Israeli attacks on the culture, the religion and the identity of the 

Palestinian people, and declared that all this had been recognised by UNESCO, which had 

condemned the Israeli government.  

   

Mr. Mohamed Ould Khattar, Programme Specialist for Culture in the Maghreb division of the 

UNESCO Bureau, started his presentation by showing a map of the cultural heritage of the world. 

He discussed the necessity to protect the cultural heritage of the world from acts of destruction. In 

addition, he also made reference to the attacks of IS against mausoleums, statues, museums, as well 

as the ever growing illegal dig sites. He then added that UNESCO had defined all of the actions as 

‘Cultural Cleansing’ and that the UNSC had introduced the protection of cultural heritage in the 

peacekeeping mandate in Mali. Furthermore, he mentioned Resolution 2199 of the UNSC, which 

establishes the responsibility of States within the framework of the protection of cultural heritage. 
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Mr. Ahmed Skounti, Expert at the Ministry of Culture of Morocco, thanked the Moroccan 

parliament as well as PAM for the organisation of this crucial event. He referred to the UNESCO 

conventions of 1972 and 2003 concerning the protection of cultural heritage. Given that the 

definition of the destruction of cultural heritage hadn’t been included in either of the previously 

mentioned conventions, he explained the term. He added that UNESCO is working on the 

protection of cultural heritage sites and doing its utmost to avoid the systematic eradication of the 

local populations. He then added that the protection of intangible cultural heritage was considerably 

more complicated than that of the tangible cultural heritage. Furthermore, he spoke of the 

preservation of cultural items in times of war as well as in times of peace and concluded that culture 

was an important factor in overcoming conflicts and facilitating reconstruction. 

 

DEBATE 

 

Mr. Mohamed Abou El Enein (Egypt), PAM Honorary President and Roving Ambassador, started 

by underlining the importance of the conference in reference to the safeguarding of the history and 

values of our civilisations. Furthermore, he spoke of Egypt as the birthplace of one of the most 

ancient civilisations, as well as the threats faced by the local population. He referred to the attacks 

aimed at museums in Cairo and of the destruction of the Scientific Centre in Tahrir Square. He 

mentioned that an end should be put to these acts of destruction by educating younger generations, 

and that one should oppose those who wish to fuel hatred towards Arabs and Muslims. He also 

touched on the subject of the crises in Libya, Syria and Iraq. 

  

Hon. Faisal Nayef El-Awar (Jordan), spoke of the Jordanian people, of their role in the protection 

of cultural heritage, and of the importance of education when teaching respect of cultural heritage to 

younger generations. He mentioned that all States who do not respect their heritage didn’t deserve 

to be called States, and that heads of government who hid in their ivory towers were, quite simply, 

criminals. He also mentioned terrorism and that each State should do their utmost to help 

International Organisations in their fight against this threat. 

 

Sen. Francois Commeinhes (France), warned that members of parliament should work to create 

national legislative frameworks in order to put an end to attacks against cultural heritage. In 

addition, he mentioned that think-tanks should be put in place, as has been done by INTERPOL in 

Lyon, and that assistance should be provided to governments in order to protect cultural heritage. In 

his conclusion, he spoke of the importance of unifying various national legislations in order to 

tackle terrorist groups in a global way. 

 

Hon. Roula Mavronikola (Cyprus), reminded everyone that Cyprus has ratified all international 

conventions pertinent to cultural heritage, and mentioned the destruction of monasteries and  

Greek churches in Cyprus. She further spoke of criminal acts perpetuated by Turkish groups, who 

sell Greek cultural artefacts, and added that all countries should be encouraged to sign international 

conventions aimed at safeguarding the cultural heritage of the world. 

 

Hon. Tevfik Ziyaeddin Akbulut (Turkey), disagreed with the declaration made by Hon. Roula 

Mavronikola, adding that Turkey had contributed and continued to contribute to the restoration of 
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cultural heritage sites in Cyprus. He went on to discuss the importance of respect for diversity and 

culture. 

H.E. Gisèle Marie Hortense Ossakedjombo-Ngoua Memiache, Ambassador of the permanent 

delegation of Gabon to UNESCO, underlined the importance of taking preventive action on the 

field, as well as protecting our identities and human dignity. She then added that theft of cultural 

objects by criminal organisations wasn’t only an issue for cultural heritage sites throughout the 

world, but also for privately owned objects, with the aim to prevent authors from documenting 

history and culture. 

 

H.E. Mohammed Kacem Fazelly, Ambassador of the permanent delegation of Afghanistan to 

UNESCO, spoke of the deliberate destruction of cultural heritage in Afghanistan, and underlined 

the necessity to create, within UNESCO, a division able to handle this sort of threat. He continued 

by speaking of the destruction of the Bamiyan Buddha, which he defined as an act of vengeance, as 

well as the destruction of Nimrod, considered by terrorist groups as purification.  

Furthermore he spoke of the need for the international community to protect cultural heritage in 

order to put an end to this kind of hostility, and that measures should be taken in order to guarantee 

the safety and the safeguard of cultural identities throughout the world. 

 

H.E Oumar Keita, Ambassador of the permanent delegation of Mali to UNESCO, described the 

destruction of mausoleums in Mali and thanked Morocco for helping his government. 

 

H.E. Eleonora Mitrofanova, Ambassador of the permanent delegation of Russia and member of 

the Executive Committee of UNESCO noted the key role played by members of parliament, as well 

as the importance of governments in the use of legislative frameworks already in existence to 

prevent attacks against cultural heritage. She also referred to the terrorist attacks in Iraq in addition 

to the destruction of cultural heritage caused by natural disasters such as in Nepal. 

 

H.E. Laura Faxas, Ambassador of the permanent delegation of the Dominican Republic to 

UNESCO, spoke of the importance of education in the fight against terrorism, as well as the need 

for a pragmatic follow up to the ratified conventions. 

 

Amb. Sergio Piazzi, General Secretary of PAM, thanked the President of PAM, Dr. Sen. 

Mohammed Cheikh Biadillah, for following up on the decisions taken during the 132nd Assembly 

of the IPU. He mentioned that PAM was working closely with the UNSC and the European 

Commission, with a particular focus on Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTF) and also referred to the 

visit of a PAM delegation to Syria. In his conclusion, he expressed the need for the creation of a 

‘Working Group’ on the protection of cultural heritage. 

 

The Chair of the first Panel, Hon. Belal Kasem, closed the session by stating that governments, 

parliaments, international organisations and all the concerned parties should protect cultural 

heritage that belongs to the entire world. 
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SECOND PANEL: INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS ON THE PROTECTION OF THE 

WORLD CULTURAL HERITAGE 

 

Chair: Sen. Emma Fattorini (Italy), President of PAM’s 2
nd

 Standing Committee 

Sen. Emma Fattorini, defined as unacceptable the ongoing events, and reminded everyone that 

such large scale destruction had not been seen since the World Wars. In addition, she qualified 

these actions as ‘Cultural Cleansing’ that financed terrorism and brought about further destruction. 

She added that these cultural artefacts represented our traditions and our religions, and that peace 

was the key if we were to return to a more normal situation. 

 

Mr. Mohamed Ould Khattar, Director of the Culture Division of the UNESCO Bureau for the 

Maghreb, explained that UNESCO had created an array of legal tools which were essential as a 

basis for action. He then discussed the conventions of 1954, 1970, 1972, 2001, 2003, and 2005, 

which all establish frameworks in order to promote and ensure the preservation of cultural heritage. 

He then added that Ms. Irina Bokova, Director General of UNESCO, had started a campaign aimed 

at the protection of cultural heritage through hashtags (unitedforheritage) that UNESCO had helped 

coordinate with several institutional partners. He then mentioned the plans put forward by 

UNESCO aimed at renovating Bamiyan, the Golden Mosque (Al-Askari), and the Mausoleum of 

Timbuktu in Mali, to put an end to the ongoing deterioration of these artefacts. He further added 

that rebuilding what has been destroyed was an obligation, in order to help give hope to the local 

populations, and that on top of education, we should put in place observer missions tasked with 

reporting on the ongoing situation in countries faced with these problems. 

     

Dr Vasilka Sancin, Director of the Institute for International Law and International Relations at the 

University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), and member of the PAM Academic Platform, spoke of the 

importance of commemorating the anniversary of the convention of The Hague of 1954, and the 

two protocols dedicated to the protection of cultural heritage. She then went into details about the 

first and second protocols, which are an integral part of the convention of The Hague of 1954. In 

addition, she noted the importance of the study done by the International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC) and Resolution 2199 of the UNSC, passed in 2015, which firmly condemn the 

destruction of the Iraqi and Syrian cultural heritage, and put in place sanctions to deal with the 

illegal sale of antiques and cultural artefacts from those countries. In her conclusions, she 

mentioned that all States have the duty to protect cultural heritage, through becoming parties to 

existing instruments/treaties, implementing agreed measures, improving reporting records to 

UNESCO, and by making greater efforts in dissemination activities, addressing both military 

personnel and the general public. 

 

Sen. Fattorini, informed all participants of the massacre by ISIS of the soldiers who were 

defending the archaeological site of Palmyra, in Syria, and asked the audience to observe a minute 

of silence. 

 

Mr. Zakaria Abouddahab, Professor in the Faculty of Law, Economics and Humanities in the 

University of Agdal, congratulated UNESCO for their numerous achievements in the past as well as 

their ongoing accomplishments. He reminded everyone that NGOs, MPs, and international 
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organisations were responsible for the protection of cultural heritage. He then added that all tools 

available should be systematically used, and that all destruction of cultural heritage should be 

treated as a criminal act. 

 

Mr. Joaquin Zuckerberg, Programme officer at the Terrorism Prevention Branch of the UNODC, 

briefly introduced the UNODC and its fight against terrorism. He described the current situation, 

more specifically the illegal trade and market sale of cultural artefacts, and the role of international 

and trans-national organisations. He then mentioned Resolution 2199 (2015), the Convention of the 

United Nations against organised crime (2000) and against corruption (2003), the Convention for 

the fight against financing terrorism (1999) and the UNESCO Convention describing measures to 

be taken to prevent the black market import, export and transfer of cultural goods (1970). 

Furthermore, he spoke of the international experiences of the UNODC, for example with the 

implementation of Resolution 1483 of the UNSC and of the potential plan of action of his 

organisation. In his conclusion, he added that the UNODC would commit itself to the search of 

links between organised crime and terrorism, the implementation of Resolution 2199 through legal 

frameworks, and the creation of a database for cultural heritage. 

 

Commander Giuseppe Marseglia, of the Carabinieri Corps division for the Protection of Cultural 

Heritage (Italy), spoke of the biggest database for cultural heritage artefacts in the world, Leonardo, 

created by the Carabinieri and containing nearly 6 million entries. He presented the results since its 

creation: over a million stolen objects have been recovered. He then showed photos of missions in 

Iraq and of various tasks that had been accomplished, and stated that over 1200 items which had 

been sold on the Iraqi black market had been recovered. He then underlined the importance and the 

necessity to prevent the sale and the purchase of these goods in order to put an end to a market 

which finances criminal and terrorist organisations. 

 

DEBATE 

 

H.E. Mohammad Kacem Fazelly, Member of the Executive Committee of UNESCO, noted that 

international organisations should not limit their actions to adopting new resolutions, but that they 

should also follow through. 

 

Hon. Bilal Kasem, indicated that the results of this international seminar should be put into practice 

and should be presented at the UN and the UNSC. 
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SECOND DAY OF THE SEMINAR – 15 May 2015 

 

THIRD PANEL: THE ROLE OF NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS AND 

INTERPARLIAMENTARY ORGANISATIONS IN PROTECTING AND RESTORING 

WORLD CULTURAL HERITAGE 

 

Chair: Hon. Roula Mavronikola, Member of the Cypriot delegation PAM 

Hon. Roula Mavronikola opened the second day of the seminar. She referred to the necessity to 

put in place a multidimensional plan of action aimed at protecting and promoting cultural heritage 

sites. 

 

H.E. Ahmad Aljarwan, President of the Arab Parliament, mentioned that all ongoing events had 

nothing to do with Islam or with the identity of the Muslim people and that cultural heritage didn’t 

only represent a link with the past but also with the future of the world. 

 

H.E. Mahmut Erol Kilic, Secretary General of PUIC- Tehran, spoke of the role played by 

international and inter-parliamentary organisations in the protection of world cultural heritage 

threatened with destruction. He explained the importance of working as one in order to safeguard 

the past, and that the role of cultural heritage in the creation of a sense of belonging that could be 

transmitted to younger generations should not be underestimated. He then added that parliaments 

should aspire to teach the respect for culture and its preservation in order to fully utilise these 

resources as economic boons. 

 

Dr. Mohammed Al Hajri, Counsellor of the Department of Cultural Affairs of the League of Arab 

States- Cairo, began his speech by stating that the Arab League had made world cultural heritage, 

and more specifically that of the Arab world, its priority. He reminded everyone of the hard work 

completed by the Secretary General of the Arab League and that every year, the Arab League 

organised a seminar for all Arab archaeologists and researchers concerned with the protection and 

safeguard of cultural heritage. He mentioned Jerusalem, and the protection required for the 

Palestinian population, which was also the focal point of several events organised by the LAS 

(Doha, Qatar). He went on to refer to the meeting of ministers on the topic of culture that took place 

in January 2015, and the ensuing recommendations that were adopted that needed to be properly 

enacted.  

  

Prof. François Guinot, President of the Inter-Academic Group for Development (GID), briefly 

retraced their history, their operating procedure as well as their objectives. He then underlined the 

importance of job creation for the numerous Africans joining the labour force each year, as well as 

the education necessary for them to understand the value of world cultural heritage. In addition, he 

added that it was essential to put in place all the suggestions that have been made. Finally, he 

suggested that the GID, in close collaboration with UNESCO, PAM, and its Academic Platform, 

organise seminars to educate on the use of technologies useful in the safeguarding of cultural 

heritage. 
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DEBATE 

 

Hon. Nevena Stojanovic, Member of the Serbian delegation to PAM, announced that during the 

recente war over 150 cultural heritage sites had been completely destroyed, over 2000 icons had 

been stolen and destroyed, and at least 350 graveyards had been damaged in her country as well as 

in Kosovo. She spoke of the lack of effective protective measures and added that Serbia was trying 

to reinstate traditional cohabitation to harmonise relations with the people of Kosovo. In her 

conclusion, she suggested the enactment of a plan to supervise the preservation and the restoration 

of religious sites belonging to the people of Kosovo. 

 

Sen. Emma Fattorini, made two suggestions: firstly to facilitate collaboration with universities in 

this sector, and secondly to give the possibility to students to participate in exchange programmes 

organised among Mediterranean states. In addition, she suggested creating structural relationships 

with the universities of North Africa in two areas: technology and modernisation. She concluded by 

declaring that technology should be used to help promote our roots. 

 

H.E. Amb. Gisèle Marie Hortense Ossakedjombo-Ngoua Memiache, affirmed that we should 

fight against these inhuman acts in order to defend the civilian population. She expressed her 

appreciation towards the suggestions of the GID as well as her desire to see the creation of the 

working group mentioned by Prof. Guinot. 

 

Hon. Bilal Kasem, Vice-President of the 3
rd

 Standing Committee of PAM, urged States to increase 

fines against those who destroy world cultural heritage. 

  

H.E. Said Mokaddem, Secretary General of the Consultative Council of Maghreb, mentioned that 

protection of cultural heritage should be a global concern. He then spoke of the necessity to put in 

place frameworks that could counter ongoing attacks and avoid moral and material destruction of 

world cultural heritage. 

 

CLOSING SESSION 

 

Amb. Sergio Piazzi, began by reminding everyone of the threat to Palmyra and went on to thank all 

key note speakers for their speeches. He mentioned that it was the first time that an event had seen 

the participation of Mediterranean members of parliament, members of the Executive Committee of 

UNESCO, the Deputy Director General of UNESCO and of Senior legal experts. He spoke of the 

importance of keeping up to date with events ongoing in war torn areas during these difficult times, 

as terrorists do not believe in the respect for human lives and values. Furthermore, UNODC 

affirmed that in certain situations, only military solutions were adapted to fight against these 

criminal groups. He informed the participants that PAM and the UN, in cooperation with the EU, 

were organising a series of regional seminars which would emphasise, among others, the protection 

of cultural heritage and that will be targeted at antiterrorist legislation particularly in relation to 

Foreign Terrorist Fighters. He went on to mention an event dedicated to this theme that will be 

hosted by the Parliament of Romania. 
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Hon. Faisal Nayef El-Awar read the final declaration. 

 

Hon. Bilal Kasem asked that Palestine be added to the final declaration in addition to Mali, Syria, 

Afghanistan and Iraq. 

 

Hon. Bilal Kasem, read the message addressed to His Majesty the King Mohammed VI by the 

participants, and closed the session. 

 

 

Follow-up 

During the conference, it was underscored that, in addition to the respect by States and armed 

groups for existing international instruments and conventions, there is a need for new methods and 

strategies to counter the recent trend of terrorist acts against cultural heritage. Furthermore, the 

participants stressed that, at the international level, mechanisms should be created to closely 

monitor the trade of artefacts and consider and treat as criminals the buyers and dealers of stolen 

archaeological vestiges, as well as the use of military capacity, as the last resort, to defend the most 

important sites. 

 

The role of education was also raised, as well as the necessity to inform and educate young 

generations in order to eradicate the spread of an extremist mentality which facilitates the 

recruitment of youth to fight with terrorist groups like DAESH. 

 

In view of the recommendations made during the debate, the participants agreed to create a 

"Special Reflection Group on the Protection of the World Cultural Heritage" aimed at raising 

awareness among all government and parliamentary organizations and institutions, on the 

importance of World Cultural Heritage, and to coordinate and harmonize regional and international 

efforts, as well as strengthening the joint action mechanisms in order to develop policies and 

legislation to protect this global humanitarian legacy. 

 

The seminar also recommended that governments should demonstrate the utmost political will, and 

take joint action, to counter acts of destruction and looting of World Cultural Heritage in many 

regions of the world, and parliaments were invited to promote in their respective regions and 

national fora, the provisions of the relevant international conventions, the Resolutions on this matter 

by the United Nations Security Council, UNESCO, IPU and PAM. 

As a follow up to this event, PAM will be calling for a meeting of the ‘Reflection Group’ where 

PAM MPs, experts and members of UNESCO Executive Committee, and representatives of 

international organizations, will meet in early 2016 to discuss developments pertaining to the 

protection of Cultural Heritage. Participants recommend that this meeting should be held at 

UNESCO HQ in Paris. 
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Under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI 

The Parliament of the Kingdom of Morocco  

in partnership with the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean  

organizes the International Seminar on: 

« The Protection of World Cultural Heritage Threatened with Destruction » 

Parliament, 14-15 May 2015 

Agenda 

 
Thursday, May 14, 2015 
 

Opening of the work of the Seminar (16h00 to 16h30) 
Chaired by:  
Dr. Mohamed Cheikh Biadillah, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) 

 Contribution by President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) 
 Contribution by Mr. Eric Falt, Assistant Director-General for Exterior Relations and public information of the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
 Contribution by Mr. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, Director General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (ISESCO) 
Panel 1 : 

« World Cultural Heritage : cultural wealth and the memory of humanity threatened with destruction» 
 

Chaired by : Hon. Bilal Kasem , Vice-President of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee (Palestine) 
Rapporteur: (Parliament of Morocco) 

 
16h30 Presentation by Mr. Mohamed Ould Khattar, Culture Department, UNESCO office for the Maghreb 
16h40 Presentation by Mr. Ahmed Skounti, Expert, Ministry of Culture, Morocco 
16h50 Interventions by delegates and debate 

Panel 2 : 

«International action on the protection of the world cultural heritage» 
 

Chaired by: Sen. Emma Fattorini, Vice-President of PAM  2nd Standing Committee (Italy) 
Rapporteur: (Parliament of Morocco) 
17h45 Presentation by Mr. Mohamed Ould Khattar, Culture Department, UNESCO office for the Maghreb,  
17h55 Presentation by Dr. Vasilka Sancin, Director of the Institute of International Law and International Relations, 

University of Slovenia, member of PAM Academic Platform  
18h05 Presentation by Mr. Zakaria Abouddahab, Prof. at the Faculty of Law, Economics and Social sciences Agdal - 

Rabat 
18h15 Presentation by Mr. Joaquin Zuckerberg, Program Manager, Terrorism Prevention Branch, UNODC 
18h25 Presentation by Major Giuseppe Marseglia, Operational Division for the Protection of Heritage, Carabinieri- 

Italy 
18h35 Interventions by delegates and debate 
19h30 End of the day’s work  
20H00 Dinner in honor of the participants, hosted by the Parliament of Morocco at the Royal Yacht Club 

 
KINGDOM OF MOROCCO/PARLIAMENT 

ROYAUME DU MAROC/PARLEMENT 

البرلمان/المملكة المغربية  
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Friday 15 May 2015 
 

Panel 3 : 
 

« The role of the parliamentary bodies and international Organizations in protecting and 
restoring world cultural heritage » 

 

Chaired by: Hon. Roula Mavronikola, Member of the delegation of Cyprus to PAM 
Rapporteur: (Parliament of Morocco) 

 

10h00 Speech by M. Ahmed Al Jarwan, President of the Arab Parliament 
10h10 Presentation by H.E. Mahmut Erol Kilic, Secretary General of the Parliamentary Union of the Islamic 

Cooperation (PUIC) 
10h20 Presentation by H.E. Dr. Mohamed Saad Al Hajry, Adviser,  Department of Cultural Affairs of the League of 

Arab States  
10h30 Presentation by  Prof. François Guinot, Director of the Inter-Academic Group on Development (GID) 
10h40 Interventions by delegates and debate 
11h30 Coffee break 

Closing Session 
11h50 Presentation of conclusions and recommendations by the General Rapporteur, Mr. Dris Khrouz, Director of the 

National Library of the Kingdom of Morocco 
12h10 Final Declaration 

*Creation of a working group on the world cultural heritage and designation of a rapporteur 
12h20 Closing remarks by Mr. Rachid Talbi Alami, President of the House of Representatives of Morocco  
12h30 Reading of the message by the participants addressed to His Majesty King Mohammed VI 
12h45 Press briefing by Dr. Mohamed Cheikh Biadillah, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 
13h00 Lunch in honor of the participants, at the Parliament 

  Cultural Program 

15h00 Visits to cultural sites 
 

 Mausoleum of Mohammed V  
 Chellah 
 Rue des Consuls 
 Oudayas Gardens 
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Under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI 

The Parliament of the Kingdom of Morocco  

and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean  

Present the International Seminar: 

« Protection of World Cultural Heritage Threatened with Destruction » 

Parliament, 14-15 May 2015  

 

PAM NATIONAL DELEGATIONS  
 

 
KINGDOM OF MOROCCO/PARLIAMENT 

ROYAUME DU MAROC/PARLEMENT 

برلمانال/المملكة المغربية  

  

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina  Hon. Ognejn Tadic, Speaker of the House of Peoples 
Hon. Mensura Beganovic, Head of Delegation, MP 
Hon. Semsudin Mehmedovic, MP 
Ms. Tea Mandilovic, Secretary of Delegation 

  

Cyprus  Hon. Roula Mavronikola, MP 
Ms. Georgia Neophytou, International Relations Officer 

  

Egypt Hon. Mohamed Abou El Enien, PAM Honorary President and 
Roving Ambassador 

  

France  Sen.François Commeinhes, Member of the delegation  
Mr. Edouard Denouel, Staff  

  

Italy   Sen. Emma Fattorini, President of PAM 2nd Standing Committee, 
MP 
Mr. Giuseppe Trezza, Secretary of Delegation 
Mr. Massimo De Angelis (spouse) 

  

Jordan  Hon. Faisal Nayef El-Awar, MP 
Hon. Ali Alzanazaneh Alazazmeh, MP 
Mrs. Samia Taraf, Spouse 
Mr. Majd Khasawneh, Public Relation Officer 

  

Monaco Hon. Daniel Boeri, MP, Chairman of the Committee for Culture and 
Heritage 

  

Morocco H.E. Dr. Mohamed Sheikh Biadillah, President of the House of 
Councilors and PAM President 
H.E. Mr. Rachid Talbi Alami, President of the House of 

Representatives 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

 

Carabinieri Major Giuseppe Marseglia, Commander of Carabinieri for the 
Protection of Cultural Heritage 

GID Prof. François Guinot, President 

ISESCO Mr. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, Director General, Islamic 
Organisation for Education Science and Culture  

League of Arab States H.E. Dr. Mohamed Saad Al Hajry, Counsellor, Department of 
cultural affairs of the League of Arab States 

Morocco Ministry of Culture Mr. Ahmed Skounti, Expert 

UNESCO H.E. Eric Falt, Under Director General for external relations and 
Public Information of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
Mr. Mohamed Ould Khattar, Programme Specialist, UNESCO Rabat 

University of Mohamed V - 
Rabat 

Mr. Zakaria Abouddahab, Professor of Law, Economics and 
Humanity 

University of Slovenia Dr. Vasilka Sancin, Vice-Dean for Quality, Assistant Professor of 
International Law Director of the Institute for International Law 
and International Relations 

UNODC Mr. Joaquin Zuckerberg, Programme Officer, Implementation 
Support Section, Terrorism Prevention Branch 

PUIC H.E. Mr. Mahmut Erol Killic, Secretary General 
 

REGIONAL PARLIAMENTS 
 

Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union  H.E. Mr. Nour Eddine Bouchkouj, Secretary General 

Sen. Abdellatif Abdouh, Member of the Bureau of the House of 
Councilors 
Hon. Chaoui Belassal, Member of the House of Representatives  
Sen. Lhou Lmarbou, PAM Vice-President and President of PAM 
Second Standing Committee  
Sen. Hachmi Smouni, Member of the House of Councilors 
Sen. Taoufiq Kamil, Member of the House of Concilors 
Hon. Azzouha El Arrak, Member of the House of Representatives 
Hon. Mounia Rhoulam, Member of the House of Representatives 

  
Palestine Hon. Bilal Kasem, Vice-President of 3rd Standing Committee, 

Member of the Palestinian National Council  

  

Portugal Hon. Antonio Oliveira, MP 

  

Serbia  Hon. Nevena Stojanovic, Head of Delegation to PAM 
Hon. Aleksandra Maletic, Member of the delegation 
Ms. Senka Pavlovic, Foreign affairs Department 

  

Turkey  Hon. Mr. Tevfik Ziyaeddin Akbulut, Head of Turkish Delegation 
to PAM 
Hon. Mr. Fatih Han Ünal, MP 
Hon. Mr. Arif Bulut, MP 
Mrs. Adeviye Akbulut-Spouse 
Ms. Tugce Moftouglu, Secretariat 
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Arab Parliament H.E. Mr. Ahmad Aljarwan, President 
Mr. Abdelrahman Labdag, Vice-President 

Consultative Council of Maghreb H.E. Mr. Said Mokaddem, Secretary General 

League of Arab States Ms. Wafa Hossain, Secretary of the Delegation  
 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
 

ISESCO Mr. Mohammed Riffi, Head of Protocol 
Mr. Mohammed Aqeil Salih, Secretariat 

UNESCO Executive Committee H.E. Mrs. Zohour Alaoui, Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of 
Morocco to UNESCO 
H.E. Mr. Michael Worbs, Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of 
Germany to UNESCO 
H.E. Mr. Oumar Keita, Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of Mali 
to UNESCO 
H.E. Mrs. Eleonora Mitrofanova, Ambassador, Permanent 
Delegation of Russia to UNESCO 
H.E. Mrs. Kadar Basiana, Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of 
Albania to UNESCO 
H.E. Mrs. Gisele Marie Hortense Ossakedjombo-Ngoua 
Memiache- Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of Gabon to 
UNESCO 
H.E. Mr. Mahamat Saleh Adoum Djerou, Ambassador, Permanent 
Delegation of Chad to UNESCO 
H.E. Mrs. Laura Faxas, Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of 
Dominican Republic to UNESCO 
H.E. Mr. Mohammad Kacem Fazelly, Ambassador, Permanent 
Delegation of Afghanistan to UNESCO 
Mr. Jobe Yahya Al-Matarr, Chargé d’Affaires, Representative of 
Gambia to UNESCO 

 
NATIONAL MINISTRIES AND INSTITUTIONS 

 

Ministry of Culture  Mrs. Rabha Zahid, Regional Inspector of Historical Monuments and 
Sites 
Mr. Hamid Zakaria, Inspector General 
Mr. Abdellah Alaoui, Director of Culture  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation 

Mrs. Karima Kabbaj, Director of European Union and Mediterranean 
Processes Division 
Mrs. Lamia Radi, Director of Cooperation and Cultural Action 

National Council for Human 
Rights 

Mr. Mustapha Kellouk, Member 
Mr. Abdelkader Azrih, Member 

National Foundation of Museums Mr. Mehdi Qotbi, President 

University of Al Akhawayn Dr. John Shoup, Professor of Anthropology 
Dr. Eric Ross, Professor of Human Geography 

 
PAM SECRETARIAT 

 
PAM Secretariat H.E. Amb. Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary General 

Ms. Nadine Abu Sway, Program Officer 

Ms. Elisabetta Caporaso, Junior Advisor  

 


