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PAM mission to Istanbul to observe the presidential and legislative elections in Turkey 

Istanbul, 23-24 June 2018 

 

Executive report 

A PAM election observer mission was deployed to Istanbul from 23 to 25 June, at the invitation 

of the Turkish authorities. The delegation included PAM MPs from Algeria, Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, Morocco, Tunisia and the Secretariat.  

On the evening of 23 June, the PAM delegation met in Istanbul with Hon. Dogan Kubat, MP, 

lawyer and expert of elections law, who briefed the delegates in detail, among other aspects, 

on the way the elections are conducted, the electoral law, the number of electoral committees, 

the number of candidates, the main political parties and coalitions participating, the 

requirements needed for candidature. He also shared with the delegation figures related number 

of voters, of polling stations and electoral committees assigned to monitor the elections. 

Due to logistical reasons, the delegation decided to operate only in the Great Istanbul area. 

After receiving the list of all 1861 polling stations in the city, the PAM team prepared an 

itinerary, which allowed the delegates to visit 6 polling stations distributed in various districts 

of the City, in order to monitor different areas. 

Election Day  

At around 9:00 am, the PAM delegation started the monitoring of the voting process by visiting 

the “Kaptanpaşa İmam Hatip İlköğretim Okulu” School, in Beyoğlu district. 

At around 10:15 am the PAM MPs monitored the voting process in “Hirka-İ Şerif Ortaokulu” 

School, in Fatih district, where the turnout was around 25%. 

At around 11 am, the delegation moved to “Toki Seyitnizam Şehit Semih Balaban Ortaokulu” 

School, in Zeytinburnu district, where they were informed that the turnout was around 30%.  

At around 12 am, the delegation visited the “Sağmalcilar Anadolu Lisesi” School in 

Bayrampaşa district. 

At around 13 pm PAM MPs visited “Yavuz Selim İlkokulu” School in Bağcilar district, where 

the turnout had reached 56%.  

At around 17 pm, the delegation ended the monitoring by visiting the “Ahmet Kabakli 

İlkokulu” School in Başakşehir district, in order to assist to the counting of votes.  
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At the entrance of the polling stations, the PAM delegates noted the presence of law 

enforcement officials, wearing police vests and carrying weapon. However their presence did 

not cause any problems, as everyone was informed that the aim of their presence was to ensure 

the safety and security of the voters. 

The PAM observer team was granted free and unimpeded access to all the polling stations 

visited and was free to talk to and ask questions, clarifications and collect information from the 

members of the local electoral committees, political parties’ representatives and citizens. In 

some cases, the PAM team also met the director of the school, who was responsible for the 

proper functioning and logistics related to the entire building.  

During the monitoring, the PAM delegation noted the presence of American journalists, 

accredited press as well as a German TV troupe. 

In all polling stations visited, the delegation noted transparent ballot boxes, stamps that are 

used for the voting, and it was informed that there were around 360 -370 registered voters for 

each ballot box. 

The representatives of the political parties, as members of the Electoral Committee, were 

responsible for the identification of the voters and the matching of their name on the register. 

After this verification, the chairman of the Committee would give each voter the envelope with 

the voting papers to choose the presidential and legislative candidates, as well as the stamp to 

mark his/her choice. Representatives of all political parties were easily identified by the colour 

of pens they were wearing on their shirts.  

 

Voters were given all the help, information and privacy they needed to submit their votes in a 

very positive atmosphere.  

 

In the course of the visit, PAM delegates had also the opportunity to meet and exchange views 

with representatives of the international press covering the elections day.  

The PAM delegates noted that there was no coordination in the polling stations, each of them 

was independent, even within the same school.  

The law enforcement officials facilitated the task of the PAM team when needed, especially in 

those occasions when the officials of the Electoral Committees were not aware of the presence 

of international electoral observers in the country. In particular, in two establishments not 

aware of the presence of international observers to monitor the process, before having access 

to the office, and in the absence of an interlocutor, the police, at the request of the political 

parties, verified and clarified the legality of the presence of the PAM team, by activating the 

verification mechanism up to Ankara. Once the police had informed the members of the 

Committee and the representatives of the political parties, the delegation was welcomed. This 

was due to the fact that some social networks were also reporting the presence of non-

authorized observers, this created some confusion and delays. It was then clarified that the 

electoral Committees and police had only the lists of accredited journalists but not that of the 

international observers.  

 

 



3 
 

 Conclusions and recommendations  

 

The PAM observer team noted that all technical provisions of the electoral law were adhered 

to in terms of procedures and equipment, to guarantee the effective identification and 

registration of voters, as well as the secrecy of the voting process itself.   

PAM delegates noted with great satisfaction the smooth environment that surrounded the whole 

process, in terms of transparency, openness, calmness and discipline of the voters and all who 

were concerned in the process. The special arrangements taken to facilitate the voting of elderly 

and disabled people were also appreciated.  

PAM team assessed in positive terms the election process, both in regard to the role of officials 

and political parties’ representatives (both majority and opposition) serving and managing, in 

a professional manner, the voting, counting and tabulation processes, as foreseen by the 

provisions of the electoral law.  

The voters were very interested in the presence of observers and made no objection to the 

delegates taking of photos. This marks the transparency and gives credibility to the process. 

The PAM team particularly appreciated the direct association to the voting process of the 

representatives of all political parties, and citizens at large, who were present throughout the 

voting day in all phases of the process, which contributed to its transparency.  

PAM delegates also noted the good gender balance in the composition of the electoral 

committees. The staff representing political parties and/or administration of the polling stations 

was composed of an equal mix of women and men. 

Based on this experience, PAM suggests that in the future that the lists of international 

observers from authorized delegations be forwarded by the Central Authority to the regional 

and local centres to inform them, at all levels, of their presence to avoid delays. 

The observers wish to thank the authorities for their invitation to observe the elections, and the 

Supreme Board of Elections and the Grand National Assembly of Turkey for the kind assistance. 

They also express their appreciation to other state institutions, political parties and civil society 

organizations representatives, and police officers for their co-operation. 

 

The composition of PAM delegation 

 

 Sen. Mohamed Zakaria – Member of the Council of the Nation of Algeria 

 Hon. Šemsudin Mehmedović – Head of the Delegation of Bosnia & Herzegovina to PAM 

 Hon. Mirsad Isaković – Member of the Delegation of Bosnia & Herzegovina to PAM 

 Ms. Enida Mehmedovski – Assistant of the Delegation of Bosnia & Herzegovina to PAM 

 Ms. Amila Žujo – Interpreter of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 Sen. Mohamed Alami – Member of the House of Councillors of Morocco 

 Hon. Badreddine Abdelkafi – Deputy Speaker of the Tunisian Parliament, Vice-President 

of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee, PAM Rapporteur on Human Rights  

 Amb Sergio Piazzi – PAM Secretary General  

 Ms. Fatima Khachi – Deputy to the PAM Secretary General 
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