Executive Summary

Executive Summary
The 14th Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) took place in
Athens on 20-21 February 2020, generously hosted by the Hellenic Parliament.
More than 240 parliamentarians and representatives from 53 national and international parliaments and
international organizations attended the Session. Members from the Greek Government and the Hellenic
Parliament, parliamentary delegates and, among others, representatives of UN agencies and programs,
the Arab IPU, the Arab Parliament, the League of Arab States, the Pan-African Parliament, IPU, the
Mediterranean Citizens’ Assembly Foundation (MCAF), as well as representatives of the diplomatic
corps, academia, financial institutions and civil society actively contributed to the debates.
PAM delegations were welcomed by H.E. Hon. Constatine An. Tassoulas, President of the Hellenic
Parliament, who opened the Session together with Sen. Alia Bouran, PAM President, Hon. Christos
Kellas, Head of the Greek delegation, and H.E. Elsa Papadimitriou, former PAM Vice-President and
former Vice-President of the Hellenic Parliament.
Throughout the two-day event, the debates focused on:
- Political and security developments in the MENA region, with an emphasis on a need for a Two State
solution for Israel and Palestine, and support for the Syrian and Libyan peace processes;
- The evolving threat of terrorism, with a focus on the need to address the issue of ISIL survivors;

- Socio-economic issues and the key role of SMEs and Start-ups in Euro-Mediterranean economies and
the need for improved access to alternative capital markets by enterprises through new and flexible
legislations;
- Effective policies to combat climate change and mitigate its effects;
- Comprehensive and coordinated governance of mass migrations, including its root causes;
- Role of Parliaments in championing human rights, especially in the context of the emerging use of
artificial intelligence;
Six substantive reports were presented to the Assembly, which adopted all six resolutions.
On the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic, Dr Trias, Special Representative of the Director General
of the World Health Organization, provided PAM delegates with an updated and tailored briefing about
the present level of hazard and the contribution required by parliamentarians in ensuring a proper
support to national health authorities.
The annual PAM Prize was awarded to 13 individuals and institutions, from different parts of the EuroMediterranean region, who operated in favour of peace, stability, humanity and prosperity for the
peoples of the Mediterranean, in the spirit of PAM’s mandate.
The Assembly welcomed the Federal National Council of the United Arab Emirates as Associate
member, adopted the budget 2020, and unanimously extended the mandate of Amb. Sergio Piazzi, as
the Secretary General of PAM, for a new term of 4 years, until the 19th plenary session of 2025.
The session ended with the handover ceremony of the PAM Presidency from Sen. Alia Bouran (Jordan)
to Hon. Karim Darwish (Egypt).
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In his welcome address, H.E. Constantine An. Tassoulas, President of the Hellenic Parliament,
highlighted the active role of Greece in the establishment of PAM, the most important forum for
parliamentary dialogue in the Euro-Mediterranean region.
He referred to the management of migrations as a priority for the EU, and particularly for Greece, and
underlined the importance of effective coordination between the countries along the Mediterranean routes
and the full implementation of the EU – Turkey Agreement, as well as on the need for a holistic approach
focusing on rescuing human lives in peril, fighting the root causes of migration, ensuring adequate
protection for those in need and fighting human trafficking.
He stressed the need for the EU to adopt a new set of common rules for asylum seekers, support
programs for countries of origin and transit, a common management of European borders and
distribution of refugees, a return program for those who are not entitled to asylum, support measures for
integration of those with the right to stay, and perhaps adopting a way of legal migration to EU, on the
basis of certain skills or labor requirements. In this regard, he congratulated PAM for its efforts to achieve
the goals of the Global Compact on Migration.
He then referred to the threat posed by climate change, which must be immediately addressed, and for
which Greece has already adopted a National Strategy, while supporting the Paris agreement and the
European Green Deal. He invited the Mediterranean Parliaments and PAM to continue to actively work to
achieve a sustainable Mediterranean economy, and to prepare for a sudden increase in the number of
displaced due to climate change. Greece remains fully committed to the principle of good neighborly
relations and to fully respect international law, including the Law of the Sea. In this sense, it considers the
memoranda signed between Turkey and Libya null and void. He insisted on the safeguard of the values of
freedom and democracy, rule of law and human rights.
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Referring to the scientific progress, he stressed the need to protect human nature from the threats of
technology and biotechnology, and to only draw on the benefits. He called to adjust the legal and
educational systems to the new conditions, fight inequality, poverty and exclusion, and to protect nature
and the environment. He then declared the opening of the Plenary Session of the Assembly.
In her opening address, H.E. Sen. Alia Bouran, PAM President, thanked the Hellenic Parliament for
generously hosting the Plenary Session and for the excellent preparation of the event. She recalled that
Greece is the birthplace of democracy and it was also in Greece that the PAM Statutes were adopted and
the Assembly became an independent organization 15 years ago. Today, PAM brings together all
countries from the two shores of the Mediterranean to discuss key issues of security, peace, coexistence,
as well as economic, environmental and social challenges.
She referred to the rejection of the US peace proposal by
Palestine, and by the international community at large, for
being one-sided and not in line with key UN resolutions. PAM
President reiterated the Assembly’s stance that any mutually
agreeable and lasting Two State solution can only be possible
as the result of direct talks and negotiations between the parties
themselves, enshrined within a legitimate international legal
framework, based on the respect of International Law and the
relevant UN Resolutions.
In support of the attempts to broker a lasting ceasefire in Libya, PAM is coordinating with the UN and
contributing to help through a dedicated parliamentary-track initiative. The crisis in Syria is far from
over, with new displacements taking place due to increased military confrontation in Northern Syria, and
the threats of regrouping ISIS terrorists.
The continuing flow of migrants and refugees leads to new deaths, violations of human rights and human
trafficking. At the same time, world leaders are not able to reach a decisive stance on policies to reduce
emissions and to mitigate the impact of climate change. In the Mediterranean region, it is particularly
important to focus on food and water security.
On top of these challenges, the panic regarding the global outbreak of the Coronavirus may have an
unpredictable impact on security, our economies and international relations. In conclusion, the President
paid a special tribute to the next speaker who has been a key person in the inception of PAM.
In her welcome address, Hon. Elsa Papadimitriou, former Vice President of PAM and former Deputy
Speaker of the Hellenic Parliament, expressed appreciation for being invited to the 14th Plenary session of
PAM, as she had been involved with the Assembly from the
very beginning. She expressed her joy at the results achieved
by such a successful offspring, but also feelings of sorrow for
the various crises still occurring in the region. It had been in
Greece that 16 years ago that PAM was born, as an Assembly
with the purpose to unite the Mediterranean States and
peoples of both shores, and jointly work on critical issues,
such as security, demographic pressures, environment and
the Mediterranean culture of historic cohesion. Three Ds –
development, demography and democracy – all have
interacting soft policies. She paid special thanks to the IPU
for having, against many odds, accepted Palestine as a full member at the time of PAM creation. Friendly
and truthful exchanges of views between the Palestinian and Israeli delegations were appreciated. She
also referred to the PAM Secretary General as the main actor behind the multiple PAM achievements. The
focus of the UN Charter on “the peoples of the world” has become the driving force for PAM’s power of a
collective parliamentary body.
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In his video-message, His Beatude Ieronymos II, Archbishop
of Athens and of all Greece, underscored the high value
attached to meetings as those of the Assembly. In the
Mediterranean region, there is a great need for understanding
and for managing together critical issues of security,
terrorism, trade and commerce, climate change, the culture of
dialogue, migration and all issues pertaining to human rights.
More efforts should be made for mutual understanding, and
he hoped that all may benefit from the great outcomes of the
gathering.
In his message, read by PAM Secretary General, the UN Secretary-General, H.E. António Guterres,
pointed at the heritage of the Mediterranean region as one of the richest in the world, bringing together
cultures, languages, religions and peoples for centuries. The region now faces major threats to peace and
security, with more than three million lives in danger due to the military escalation in Northern Syria,
while in Libya continuous external interference and violation of the arms embargo imposed by the UN
Security Council is leading to a new bloodshed. Only constructive dialogue can solve these crises.
Pending the achievement of a viable two-State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, financial and
political support for UNRWA remains indispensable. As the Mediterranean is particularly vulnerable to
climate change, cooperation to obtain greater progress on mitigation, adaptation and financing is essential
when striving for a successful COP 26 in Glasgow and carbon neutrality by 2050. With the Mediterranean
being one of the deadliest places for migration, more needs to be done to address the root causes and to
ensure that migrants and refugees are treated with dignity. In the face of rising anti-immigrant and
populist rhetoric, anti-Muslimism and other religious hate speech, PAM must be used as a platform to
promote interreligious and intercultural dialogue. Street protest against social and economic inequalities
are taking place throughout Europe and the Mediterranean region. Parliamentarians have the
responsibility to keep their governments accountable and enacting legislation to ensure sustainable
development and a fair globalization, working for all. He called for a shared understanding that dignity
and opportunity for all are paramount for empowering the change that the world needs.

6

Work of the

st

Standing Committee

Presentation of the work of the 1st Standing Committee on Political and
Security-Related Cooperation, and Activities for 2020
Hon. Pedro Roque, President of PAM 1st Standing
Committee, recalled the tense global political and
security climate with many areas of instability and
conflict. In particular, he referred to the situation in
Libya, which has recently drastically deteriorated,
despite the many efforts for a lasting ceasefire and
resumption of the process of national reconciliation,
and stressed that policies must match commitments
and a political solution to the conflict must be found.
PAM is concerned by the growing political divide
within the legislative body in Libya. The UN has
requested PAM’s support for a parliamentary track
of dialogue. On the Israeli-Palestinian issue, he highlighted that the US vision for the Middle East is not
consistent with key UN resolutions and is widely criticized, as it is not a good starting point for
resumption of the dialogue. The current gap of trust must be bridged to find a solution to ensure lasting
peace and coexistence. PAM considers the Middle East a top priority and it will continue to provide
space for dialogue among MPs of Palestine, Israel and their neighbors. The situation in North West Syria
is of major concern in terms of the impact on the civilian population, and has caused many deaths and
forced thousands to flee. The increasing presence of ISIS and its terrorists in Northern Syria is a threat
that must be properly addressed. The two attacks in the UK by released detained terrorists show the need
for effective deradicalization and post-prison monitoring programs.
He then summarized the key activities and achievements of the 1 st Standing Committee over the past
year, namely the high-level missions to Doha, Abu Dhabi, New York and Washington; the PAM
Parliamentary Meeting of the 5+5 West Mediterranean dialogue in Malta; the PAM meeting in Ankara on
the nexus between population movements and security ; and the conferences on counterterrorism in St.
Petersburg, Rome, and in Strasbourg with the Council of Europe. For 2020, PAM is already planning
numerous activities with key partners such as the UN in New York, and the NATO Southern Hub in
Naples, as well as a second meeting of the PAM Counter-terrorism Committee, that will be held in Rome
at the end of the year.
In his keynote address, H.E. Atef Al Tarawneh, Speaker of the
Jordanian House of Representatives and President of the Arab
IPU, noted the growing influence and success of PAM since the
idea of establishing the Assembly was born in 2005 in Jordan.
He referred to terrorism targeting the entire Mediterranean
region and to the need to address it collectively, in a high-level
coordinated manner. Military action alone is not sufficient.
Response must be an integrated approach addressing security,
social and cultural aspects.
The second step to achieve stability and security in the region
is to take a firm and unequivocal stand to address the
Palestinian issue. He criticised the partiality of the US administration, siding with Israel, as this will only
contribute to perpetuating the conflict and tension in the region. He reiterated adherence to the Two-State
solution, as a safe way to guarantee a lasting security and stability of the region. He called on all PAM
parliamentarians to stand by this option and to put pressure on their governments to reject any solution
undermining the Palestinians’ rights.
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On Syria, he affirmed the importance of ending all foreign interference in the country, and of
strengthening the paths for a political solution in a way that guarantees the integrity of its territory and
the unity of the nation, since a strong, secure, stable and unified Syria is in the interest of our entire region.
Referring to Iraq, Jordan stands with the country to overcome hardship and achieve security, preserve its
unity and political independence, rejecting all foreign interference.
Regarding Libya, he stressed that a political solution satisfactory to all Libyan parties will be achieved
only through dialogue, necessary to ensure security and stability for its entire population and contribute
to the reconstruction of its institutions. He praised Europe for receiving millions refugees resulting from
these crises, and integrating them despite challenges.
He concluded by calling on countries to contribute towards development, instead of armaments race, and
invited Europe to resume its role as a decisive and impartial party in settling conflicts and removing
injustice.
In his keynote address, Amb. Hossam Zaki, Assistant
Secretary-General of the League of Arab States (LAS),
presented LAS’ vision and key priorities, which include
the Palestinian issue, foreign interference in Arab affairs
and terrorism. He considered that the current crises in the
Arab region are leading to a resolution, except for the
Palestinian issue. He also referred to the difference
between the peaceful protest movements among Arab
populations, which are taking place in many countries
and are well accepted, and those which happened in the
past decade, fuelled by foreign interference and which
brought to collapse of certain regimes.
Regarding the Palestinian issue and the US plan, which LAS clearly rejected, he made seven observations:
1) the proposal came from the US mediator; the Palestinian side did not solicit it. Therefore, the US had
overpassed its mediation role as the US has always been asked to provide only a framework. This relies
on well-known international principles, not the details of the deal, which brought to its rejection; 2) the
plan is a working plan ready for implementation by the American and Israeli sides, and it is not presented
for vote. 3) the US proposal envisages a Palestinian situation that is not much different from the current
situation in the Palestinian occupied territories, it doesn’t provide any incentive for the Palestinian side to
engage in the plan. 4) The US approach strongly weakens the position of the Palestinians advocating for
the peaceful settlement, and it aims at eradicating all hope for the Two-State solution. 5) Arab countries
were not the only one rejecting the plan, but also the EU, African Union, Russia, China and other Asian
and Latin America countries, who all advocate for the Two-State solution. 6) Israel should not annex more
occupied territories, especially in the Jordan Valley and other lands, as this would represent a great threat
to the regional security. 7) The common Arab position, reflected in the resolution adopted by LAS, is
binding to all Arab countries, in spite of views expressed by some towards the US based on bilateral
interests.
Dr. J. Marianna Trias, WHO, Special Representative of the
Director General, World Health Organisation, gave an
update on the threat of the coronavirus – COVID-19 - and
how parliaments can provide support to their governments
and WHO. She stressed the importance not to overlook the
health emergency in North West Syria, where only half of
all health facilities are still operational due to military
attacks on health facilities and workers, thus representing a
breach of international law. She presented available data
reported by WHO on cases of COVID-19 in China and
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outside its borders, praising China’s efforts to contain the virus at its source, thus helping in preventing a
global crisis. She informed participants that a UN Crisis Management Team was activated to allow WHO
to focus on crisis response, and stressed the importance of coordination with regional and national disease
control agencies, as well as the need to finance the Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan, appealing
for USD 675 million to support countries to prepare urgently. In this sense, she recalled parliaments’ key
role in allocating budgets for health financing including preparedness, keeping governments accountable
for their commitments and taking the appropriate legislative actions, while advocating to counter
dissemination of false information and fake news.
In his address, Mr Harry Papasotiriou, Professor of International Relations at Panteion University and
Director of the Institute of International Relations in Greece, focused on key security issues, such as the
geopolitical struggle of the Iranian-led coalition against a number of disunified actors, such as Israel and
Saudi Arabia. He also highlighted the tactical shifting in the Turkish position towards cooperation or
confrontation with the Assad regime in North West Syria. The withdrawal of US troops from Syria has
opened the door for Russia to play a decisive role in the area. As the US has reduced its needs from the
Middle East for energy, it also shows less involvement and no longer sees instability in the Middle East as
a significant threat. There is more cooperation in the Eastern Mediterranean region on energy matters and
hopefully this cooperation will include Turkey one day. At present however, Turkey is moving into the
opposite direction with the agreement with Libya, which is a violation of the Law of the Sea and is causing
increasing tensions. The EU needs to develop its defence capabilities to become a more important actor in
the Mediterranean region.

Presentation of the Report and Resolution on “The Political and Security Developments in the
MENA region”, prepared by Sen. Mohamed Alami (Morocco) and presented by Sen. Lhou
Lmarbouh (Morocco), and voting on the Resolution
In his introduction, Senator Lmarbouh focused on the political
and security situation in the MENA region and confirmed that
the amendments received were included in the draft resolution
for voting. PAM received also some comments on the report,
which included the request to highlight the role of Turkey
alongside other countries in the Berlin process on Libya, and to
stress the important role of the EU on the issue of security in the
Sahel region, as the biggest donor of humanitarian aid to this
region. The Rapporteur agreed with the comments. Regarding
some comments on the political situation in Libya received from
the Turkish delegation, Senator Lmarbouh explained that the report tried to describe the conflict in
objective terms, and echoes the concerns raised by the United Nations on the Libyan crisis. He stressed
that the violation of the arms embargo represents a backtracking in the national reconciliation process, and
that only a political solution will work, with inclusion of national reconciliation, democratisation and
reforms, with the support of a united international community. Progress in Berlin was reconfirmed by the
UN Security Council Resolution 2510, which the Assembly could support through a united approach by
voting in favour of the draft resolution. All members of the wider Maghreb agreed on the need to have a
parliamentary meeting on Libya, which Morocco has offered to host. He then referred to the need to
support the Two-State solution in the Middle East, in line with the relevant UN resolutions, and to address
the dangerous humanitarian situation in Syria. He also recalled the support extended by PAM to UNRWA
in implementing its important socio-economic mandate in the region, and the decision to meet with
UNRWA’s management as soon as possible. The deterioration of security, civil order and governance in
the Sahel is alarming, as several countries in the Sahel are becoming the centre of extremism and terrorism
and a fertile ground for the regrouping of terrorist organisations.
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General debate:
Greece stressed that the stability in the region is at stake; the illegal Turkey - Libya MoU violates the
sovereign rights of Libya and destabilizes the region. On Syria,
Greece calls for a political dialogue under the UN auspices in
line with the Security Council resolution 2254, and considers
the Turkish invasion a blatant violation of international law
having serious legal implications. Although the US plan for
peace in the Middle East is not acceptable, it can be an
opportunity to put new focus on the crisis. A more cohesive
strategy on migration is needed to address the trafficking
phenomenon and to implement safe return of migrants. The
Global Compact on Migration offers a great range of options
for effective action, even if it is non-binding.
Jordan considers that the biggest problem in the region and
Europe is the occupation in Palestine, the Golan Heights, and
the Arab lands since 1948, together with violence and
displacement in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and elsewhere, and the
death of innocent people. Many violations of human rights are
bringing fear and threats for further persecution of Christians.
Jordan calls for international funding for UNRWA, the
protection of the holy sites of Jerusalem, and the condemnation
of Israeli policies in that regard.
Palestine requested the Assembly to be clear in its position that the US “Deal of the Century” is not
acceptable, and to come up with a way to deal with pending risks of the plan. UN resolutions for an
independent Palestinian State, as in 1967, must be enforced to
end the occupation and to give some hope through peace
negotiations according to the international legitimacy. The
Two-State solution is the only way to achieve peace, not
imposed from outside, but through the international
community and the UN.

Algeria supports a solution of all crises such as in Libya, Syria
and the Middle East based on the principles of nonintervention of foreign States and international legitimacy. The
water issue of the Nile, as well as the Middle East conflict,
should not be unilateral solutions. African States also face problems, and for Libya, there will be no justice
if it remains at the mercy of foreign interests. The demonstrations in Algeria were not violent and have led
to a new leadership and political solution.
Turkey stressed its rights to protect its legitimate interests in the Aegean and Mediterranean seas, and the
validity of the MoU signed with the Government of National Accord Government (GNA) of Libya. The
solution to the conflict must be political rather than military, and the proposals and agreements coming
out of the Berlin meeting should be implemented to restore peace in Libya. On migration, Turkey hosts 4.5
million refugees, of whom 3.5 million Syrians, a disproportional responsibility, which is not seen as a
burden but as a humanitarian duty in Turkey, while the EU has provided only half of the support
pledged. Turkey has helped to lower the number of refugees to Greece, but the situation in Idlib must be
addressed as a new wave of 400,000 displaced persons is on the border with Turkey, and it is foreseen that
over two million Syrians might flee to Europe. Therefore, PAM and European countries must give
political support and share the burden.
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Cyprus reiterated that all nations must work together as neighbours to overcome the many problems of
the region, based on international law and respect for state sovereignty. Foreign military interference in
Syria, arms provision to Libya in violation of the arms embargo, and the illegal MoU signed between
Turkey and Libya, destabilise the region. The US Middle East plan for peace is a unilateral proposal and
can only lead to a new cycle of violence in the region. Cyprus insists that the occupation by Turkey of a
part of its land is illegal and is ready to continue working within the UN framework to find a solution. It
asks Turkey to cooperate to reunify the population of Cyprus and build synergies in the region on agreed
resolutions, in line with international law.
Morocco believes that any foreign intervention, such as in Libya, will further escalate disagreement and
that every country should be allowed to find a suitable solution for itself without outside interference. The
Two-State solution should be pursued as long as Palestine’s rights are protected.
Israel opined that the security agreement and achievements
between Jordan and Israel from 1949 are not negligible and that
previous agreements were respected. Israel respects the UN
resolutions and wants direct negotiations, and many people in
Israel are in favour of the Two-State solution and peace. The
danger from Iran, for the security in the region, is being
overlooked. Better relations with Arab countries are desired
and Israel is ready to immediately reopen direct negotiations
with Palestine.
Syria regretted that the Arab Spring led to the decline and
deterioration of the region, with the growth of the terrorist networks, which expanded and have become
the number one danger. Countries claim to be fighting terrorism, but are not cooperating with the Syrian
government, instead they musts respect the UN resolutions of
2014 to bring a peaceful solution in Syria and end the support
to the armed opposition. Anyone who trains a Syrian outside of
the government of Syria is in cahoots with terrorists. Syria is
asking Israel to withdraw from the Arab territories and to
allow for refugee return, and East Jerusalem to be recognised as
the capital of the Palestinian state. PAM has to play a
substantial role in putting out the fire in the eastern
Mediterranean, always in line with the UNSC resolutions and
preservation of human rights.
Italy reaffirmed past commitments firmly supporting peaceful steps to find a solution for the situation in
Libya and referred to the EU-adopted proposal for a new mission to enforce the arms embargo. On Syria,
the risk for a new escalation is high, and it is imperative to focus on women and children, as they are the
future generation. With regard to the Palestinian-Israeli issue, the Two-State solution is the only option.
Libya stated that the MoU with Turkey has not been ratified by the national Parliament, therefore it is null
and void. It reminded that in accordance with Libya’s legislation, any agreement signed only by the
government does not express the will of the people, as
mentioned to the Security Council. The international
community condemns the armed Intervention by Turkey in
Libya, but it is not acting. Libya wants a political solution,
which must be reached without foreign intervention. A meeting
was held with the UN Special Envoy to ask for help for national
reconciliation. The parliament in Tobruk is the legitimate
representative of the Libyan people.
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Before voting on the resolution, the SG read out the full text of the draft resolution with the suggested
amendments, as it was circulated. He also explained that the amendments by Palestine had been sent on
time, but a technical problem had delayed receipt by the Secretariat, therefore these were not included in
the first text circulated. The resolution was put to a vote and adopted by majority1.

Presentation of the Report and Resolution on “Countering the Evolving Threat of Terrorism in
the Euro-Mediterranean region”, prepared by Hon. Gennaro Migliore (Italy), and voting on the
Resolution
In his speech, Hon. Gennaro Migliore indicated that the report focuses on the current trends in the threat
of terrorism, the increased use of technology by the terrorist groups, and the outcomes of the work of the
Special Committee on Counterterrorism in 2019. Important comments and suggestions for amendments
have been incorporated in the draft resolution. The suggestions from Palestine
will be moved to the 1st Standing Committee and are proposed to become the
basis for a dedicated meeting on the Middle East peace process, to be held in the
near future. He explained that the list of groups which are posing specific and
growing threats, highlighted in the report, is not exhaustive. ISIS is trying to
regain its capacity to coordinate complex attacks globally. The estimated 30,000
foreign terrorist fighters having survived the territorial collapse of the caliphate
are still posing threats, while some 70,000 women and children are still in the AlHol detention camp. He invited all countries to take responsibility for their
detained citizens and cooperate to facilitate repatriation and prosecution,
according to applicable legislation. The issue of released terrorists needs to be
closely monitored, as many pose an imminent threat after serving their sentence, as we have seen in the
recent attacks in the UK. Additionally, recent attacks in Germany highlight the threat of far-right
ideologies fueled by racism, xenophobia and islamophobia. Within the framework of the PAM Special
Committee on Counterterrorism, it is imperative to stay up to date on the state of the threat by engaging
with PAM’s expert partners and to promote policies to effectively counter terrorism through legislation.
In coming months, PAM will sign an MOU with the UN Office for Counterterrorism to enhance their joint
work.
General debate (included also comments on the MENA report):
Jordan stressed that the occupation by Israel is a violation of international legitimacy and expressed
appreciation of all states rejecting the US proposal for the Middle East.
Syria reminded of the daily suffering and distress of women and children caused by the terrorists and the
countries supporting them, and also by the financial embargo imposed on their country. Syria will prevail
in liberating all of its territory.
Algeria stressed that terrorism has caused thousands of victims
throughout the region and does not know any borders, and it is
now also present in the Sahel countries, such as Nigeria and
Burkina Faso, and is causing displacement, with Algeria
hosting over 300,000 refugees. Europe needs to put together
ambitious political and economic programs, a Marshall plan of
sorts, to fight the root causes of terrorism and prevent further
support to the terrorists.

1

Paragraphs a) – e) adopted; para. e) adopted; para. f) adopted with objection from Israel; para g), para h), para I) adopted; paragraphs j – n)
adopted, the language will be consolidated by PAM Secretariat for paragraph j).
Paragraphs I. – V. adopted; para. VI. adopted with objection from Turkey; para. VII. adopted with objection from Turkey and one delegate
from Jordan; para. VIII. adopted with reservations from Jordan and objection of one delegate from Italy; para. IX. adopted with objections
from Israel and one delegate from Italy; para. X. adopted with objection from Israel; para. XI: adopted with objection from Israel; paragraphs
XII – XVI. adopted.
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Turkey referred to paragraph 5 in the report as not presenting the full
scope of the issue, and asked to point out in paragraph 6 that the
repatriation of FTFs and bringing to justice in their home country is the
only solution to the security threat, while paragraph 17 should also point
at the role of the PKK and other armed groups. More than 90,000 FTFs
from 151 countries are in the Turkish database, and since 2015, Turkey has
eliminated 388 ISIS terrorists and arrested over 3,000. Turkey considers
that the root cause of the situation in Cyprus lies with the insistence of
Greece and Cyprus to deny the political equality to the Turkish Cyprus as a sine qua non for a solution.
Palestine is against any form of terrorism and its financing, and considers respect for international law not
only an option but an obligation. Therefore, it calls Israel to denounce the laws of its parliament allowing
unlawful arrests of several thousand Palestinian youth and minors, and to respect international law and
denounce those who violate them. Palestine is fully committed to counterterrorism and has signed 81
agreements aimed at ending terrorism. A map showed that the current surface of the Palestinian State
covers only 11% from its original territory.
Israel decided not to react to the allegations made against the country and its parliament.
Tunisia rejects any form of terrorism and has taken many steps to this end. It is not only an issue of
security; key measure in the fight against terrorism are growth, development, and democratic transition.
The Arab Parliament highlighted that the US proposal has come at a crucial moment, as the Arab
Parliament is in the process of reaffirming the independent
Palestinian State with East Jerusalem as its capital, in line with the
Arab Initiative of 2002, the UN Security Council resolutions and
within the borders of 1967. On Libya, the Arab Parliament has
issued a decision rejecting military intervention in Libya by
Turkey as against international law and considers that the only
solution can be a Libyan political solution in order to enter into a
new democratic phase. The same also goes for Syria where a full
political solution is needed from the Syrians themselves without
any outside intervention.
Italy stressed the need to find common grounds for the definition on terrorism; the Italian government has
lately been critical of the decision of Turkey regarding the Kurdish issue and feels that it requires a wider
analysis to come to a solution.
San Marino is active in most conventions related to the prevention and fight against terrorism, and in 2019
its Parliament ratified the Council of Europe Convention on cybercrime. It is convinced that electronic
crimes cannot be addressed by a single State, but require international cooperation. While controlling hate
speech, we must not infringe on the freedom of expression. Terrorism is closely related to transnational
crime, and one of the key strategies is to fight terrorism financing and related crimes such as money
laundering.
The Rapporteur underlined that the regarding the forthcoming PAM meeting on the Middle East peace
process, there has not yet been a decision on the host country. He noted that we seek to promote an
ongoing dialogue on this issue, and propose to defer some of the amendments proposed by Palestine to
the attention of the broader work of the 1st Standing Commission on the Middle East. On the issue of
counter-terrorism, it is important to aim at reaching consensus and not just majority.
The SG introduced the draft resolution and the proposed amendments, and the resolution was adopted by
2
Paragraph a) adopted with revised language; paragraph f) deferred for the Middle East conference; i) adopted with the original text;
paragraph I. adopted with original text, and encompasses point raised by Turkey for paragraph III; paragraph III – removed because
incorporated in paragraph 1; paragraph VI deferred to the Middle East conference; paragraph XII adopted with editing to be done by PAM
Secretariat.
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Presentation of the work of the 2nd Standing Committee on Economic, Social
and Environmental Cooperation, and Activities for 2020
Hon. Karim Darwish (Egypt), President of the PAM 2nd
Standing Committee highlighted the work of the
Committee, which focused on trade facilitation and climate
change, and of its Panel on Trade and Investments in the
Mediterranean, referring to the conference held in Milan on
“Alternative capital markets for economic growth in the
Mediterranean”. The Bureau has agreed to make this an
annual event, with the next meeting to be held on 9-10 July,
hosted by the Italian Stock Exchange. This event is part of
the new PAM strategy for MSMEs and Start-ups, which
includes support from digital platforms to overcome
hurdles to accessing financial markets. In 2019, PAM and OECD signed a strategic cooperation agreement,
which focuses on several substantive areas to promote sustainable and inclusive growth in the EuroMediterranean region. A joint WTO-PAM Parliamentary Forum on Trade Facilitation will be held in
Geneva in November 2020. PAM is also closely working with UNCTAD to sign a cooperation agreement
and to organize joint events on “Trade facilitation, SMEs, and Start-ups”. PAM is also involved in the
works of the World Investment Forum, to be held in the UAE in December 2020. Further to this, in 2019,
PAM also participated as observer at the UN Environment Assembly in Nairobi, the COP 25 in Madrid,
and was actively engaged in the UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention MEDCOP 21 in Naples.
In his keynote address, H.E. Mauroudis Voridis, Minister for Rural Development and Food, Hellenic
Republic, noted that the focus on climate change comes at a proper time as the EU is negotiating the multi
-annual financial plan, with a large share devoted to common
agricultural policy. The EU Green Deal sets the goal of reaching
zero emissions by 2050. Within this framework, the role of rural
development is part of the strategy “from farm to fork”, which
includes all stages of food processing until it reaches our tables.
The Minister highlighted the contribution of the agricultural
sector in three major cultivation good practices: less pesticides,
less fertiliser, and less water to irrigate farm lands. The high
standard of production comes at high cost causing loss of
competitiveness and income, if not all countries apply the same
standards. It is critical to agree on universal regulations covering welfare of animals and application of
good practices. PAM parliamentarians have a role to insist on their governments to apply these good
practices in order to effectively address climate change.
In his address, Mr. Christos S. Zerefos, Head of the Research
Centre for Atmospheric Physics and Climatology at the
Academy of Athens, illustrated the history of the
Mediterranean from a geo-climatic point of view, stressing that
the Earth is currently in a drought period with increasing
hydro-meteorological hazards, and that the Mediterranean
region is in a period of extreme events with large hazards. The
temperature will most probably raise by 4C rather than the
1.5C increase set in Paris. Furthermore, more wildfires will be
seen, such as in Australia or Siberia, or Greece in summer 2007,
and the sea level will continue to rise. The combination of floods, droughts and heatwaves will make their
impact even more dangerous and all these events need to be monitored, as our natural and cultural
heritage is being threatened.
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Ms. Isabelle Durant, Deputy Secretary-General, UNCTAD praised the work of the Assembly and
highlighted the need for more integration within the Mediterranean region. She promoted the
establishment of a regional market, which would make
transports less costly. Thanks to free trade agreements, there is
benefit to the SMEs, which make up the largest share of the
economic activity. This first step will help absorb and
strengthen ties with the newly planned African free trade
zone, which potentially includes 1.3 billion people. On the
climate change side, current phenomena have unpredicted
impacts also on agricultural production and water
acidification, which affects the capacity of the fishing industry,
which is already reduced by 25 percent due to overfishing.
Reduction in production of hydroelectric power, due to reduced precipitation, is also considerable.
Pressure on the coastal communities will increase due to climate-related migration. The digital economy
is changing not only our ways of living but also our way of communicating. UNCTAD’s next events will
be dealing with digital economy, SMEs, debt management, and politics of competition.
In his address, Mr. Gaetano Leone, Coordinator of the UNEP/Mediterranean Action Plan – Barcelona
Convention Secretariat, pointed at the 21 coastal states, plus EU,
included in the action plan, focusing on challenges of the
Mediterranean for livelihood deriving from the sea. The current
situation of the Mediterranean Sea requires much more action to
uphold commitments in the context of the intergovernmental
processes, and enforcement is key and requires cooperation with
parliamentarians. UNEP firmly believes in PAM’s role to realise
agreed policies and help to achieve sustainable development.
Adequate policies are needed to create green economies, particularly
the proposal of the Mediterranean to be designated as an emission
control area, an experimental region for reduction of transfer of
sulphur oxide through maritime transport. Systemic change is needed
to reduce marine litter, overfishing, the impact of climate change, and to increase biodiversity. The
UNEP / MAP – Barcelona Convention will continue to support contracting partners and can assist PAM
and individual parliaments to achieve the goals of the contracting parties.
Hon. Giulio Centemero (Italy), Co-Chair of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments, stressed the
struggle Europe is facing in the midst of global developments, and presented the projects elaborated
during the PAM meeting on alternative capital markets held in Milan in July 2019: a Start-Up Market
Platform for the Mediterranean region, an Impact Investment Fund, and a Macroregional Fund of Funds.
This entails creating a qualified network, with partners from
different countries and investors, through a digital platform
where entrepreneurs can launch their calls for capital under pre
-defined schemes to raise funds throughout the EuroMediterranean area and beyond. In this way, distances are
reduced, as are initial costs related to traditional ways of
fundraising, and the region can benefit from economies of scale,
integrating local initiatives and markets for Start-ups. The
Impact Investment Fund can be facilitated by PAM to invest in
underdeveloped markets and can combine financial goals with
sustainable objectives for regional social emergencies. A Macroregional Fund of Funds can also increase
coordination in setting goals and identifying opportunities at the macro-regional level moving up from
the local level. Implementation of such projects will kick-off during the next meeting, to be held in Milan
on 9 and 10 July 2020.
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Presentation of the Report and Resolution “Failure of the COP25: the need to act”, prepared by
Hon. Alain Perea (France), and voting on the resolution
During the presentation, Hon. Alain Perea (France) pointed out that climate change penetrates all
societies and causes migration flows and the need to foresee climate
change as a root cause for conflicts. Hon. Perea invited fellow
parliamentarians to address climate change seriously and take action as
fast as possible on common and national waste management systems,
such as done in France, with a dedicated piece of legislation. Appropriate
economic growth models for the Mediterranean region must be
considered. Although COP 25 has not proved a success compared to
previous meetings, it nonetheless constituted an excellent forum for
debate due to the large participation and the many side events organized.
Furthermore, in Madrid, regional groups agreed to take common
initiatives, an outcome that had not happened in previous meetings. It is
important to have one common approach also on securing water
resources, storage and production of solar power, and an alert system in case of flood or drought. He
thanked delegates for the feedback on the report and the resolution and confirmed that the suggestions
had been incorporated in the draft resolution presented for voting.
Besides the amendments in the circulated draft resolution, an additional text in introductory paragraph g)
by Turkey “which might also be a source of conflict” was supported by the Rapporteur, who proposed the
insertion of the word “sustainable” before the word “improvement” in paragraph VI.
With these amendments and additions, the draft resolution on the follow-up on the outcomes of the COP
25 and the need to act for enhanced climate action was adopted by consensus.

Presentation of the report and resolution on “Financial development and Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises: Engines for the Euro-Mediterranean economic stability and growth”,
prepared by Sen. Aurel Horea Soporan (Romania), and voting on the resolution
The Rapporteur referred to the national start-up programme launched by Romania in 2017 in the fields of
IT, creative industries, services and trade sectors, to help generate more jobs. In the Euro-Mediterranean
region, financial constraints for SMEs and start-ups are now becoming an endemic issue. Digitalisation
and new technologies play a key role in developing more inclusive business models to reach more rural
areas and facilitate access for young entrepreneurs to alternative credit. Moreover, fintech has the
potential to facilitate new bank credit supply and lending channels
as alternative ways of financing. As energy security is important for
the stability of the Mediterranean region, policy makers and energy
regulators need to work together to adopt a modern and
harmonised legislative framework considering new and disruptive
technologies. Partnerships are key for PAM, e.g. the cooperation
with the OECD Working Party on SMEs and Entrepreneurship.
Similar initiatives with the WTO, UNCTAD, IMF, the World Bank
and ANIMA are being pursued. With regard to the suggested
amendments received from Palestine on the draft resolution, it was
decided that these will be referred to the 1st Standing Committee in
view of their political relevance. The draft resolution proposes to promote public policies leading to
resilient and reliable economic policy frameworks, to continue the work on Alternative Capital Markets in
Milan and to support the WTO in solving current issues through interparliamentary dialogue.
The draft resolution, with the amendments from Algeria, was put to a vote and adopted by consensus
upon the shared decision of moving the valuable amendments from Palestine to the 1 st Standing
Committee for discussion at the dedicated meeting proposed on the Middle East peace process.
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Presentation of the work of the 3rd Standing Committee on Dialogue among
Civilizations and Human Rights, and Activities for 2020
Hon. Yana Chiara Ehm (Italy), President of the 3rd PAM Standing Committee, highlighted that migration
is one of the most significant issues for PAM countries, leading to major challenges in the Mediterranean
basin, Europe and Africa at large. The
instability in the Middle East, conflicts in
Libya and Syria, extreme poverty and the
large displacement and low-level conflict in
Sahel are the main causes. With the inflexible
asylum system in Europe not including
economic migrants, it is crucial to go beyond
Dublin and work towards a common
approach to the socio-economic development
in Africa. The low intensity conflicts in the
Sahel leading to flows of people from Africa
to Europe deserves special attention to better
anticipate and manage these flows. The
parliamentary conference organized by PAM
in Ankara on the link between population movements and security focused on the causes of migration and
discussed the fate of the thousands of children born from ISIS fighters and living in detention camps in
Syria. On this issue, UNICEF had indicated its interest to work with PAM to advocate for and work on an
urgent solution. The Ankara meeting was followed by a visit to the refugee camp in Gaziantep, where its
population of two million has welcomed over 400,000 refugees from Syria. A follow-up conference to the
Ankara meeting will be held in Tangier in March and will also review the progress since the adoption of
the Global Compact on Migration and include a special focus on migration flows from Sub-Saharan Africa
and Sahel to Europe. PAM continued its work on the protection of human rights, and the topic was
discussed at the PAM/Council of Europe meeting held in Strasbourg on Counter-terrorism and new
technologies. PAM partnerships with the OECD, OHCHR, UNHCR, UNCTAD, and WTO focus on
promoting legislative action to remove obstacles to employment and allow people to live a life with
dignity. The promotion of encounters between cultures, religions and communities, in particular with the
youth, is a direct way to achieve peace. PAM will participate in a NATO workshop on the role of women in
the Mediterranean in de-radicalization, and in 2021 will organize two major meetings, one on cultural
heritage and one either on inter-religious dialogue or on the role of women in politics in the Mediterranean
region. To promote interaction among young researchers and universities, PAM Secretariat has opened a
large number of internship positions for students from both shores of the Mediterranean, including from
Israel and Palestine.
In her address, Hon. Dora Bakoyannis, Member of the Hellenic Parliament, Former Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and Former Mayor of Athens, stressed that EU intentions of the
various initiatives were good, but she is not sure that the desired
outcomes have been achieved. She referred to the attempt to expand
regional cooperation, thought the Union for the Mediterranean, to deal
with all major issues of concern to the Mediterranean countries, and its
failure due to the internal tensions. She noted that political and
economic cooperation of the EU with the members of the South is not
performing as needed and it has to be addressed under a political
umbrella. All coastal Mediterranean countries are part of a single
neighborhood and it is important to have one shared Mediterranean
identity. The Mediterranean Sea is still as a cross-road of languages and
people, where the so-called developed North meets the developing
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South. Challenges include achieving economic growth and development in the South, tackling climate
change, and promoting cross cultural understanding to bridge the gap between the two shores, cultures
and economies. It is important not to forget any refugees other than only Syrian, and to address root
causes to raise awareness about the scope of the problem. These include the refugee camps in Lebanon,
Jordan, and Turkey and in Greece with some 300 migrants arriving daily, and the influx to islands, which
is now becoming unbearable to manage. Europe has not delivered on its commitments and is postponing
managing the problem. What is urgently needed now is a real European policy to deal with the migrant
and refugee issue in every country where some camps may be the cause of problems. It is inconceivable
for Europe to leave children in camps when their parents were ISIS fighters and to not repatriate them. A
unified policy on equal burden sharing for European countries is needed, together with a better
cooperation framework between countries in the Mediterranean and Europe, and PAM and respective
parliaments can play an important role in this.
Mr. Evangelos Venizelos, Former Vice-President of the
Hellenic Government and current Professor of Constitutional
Law at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, pointed out
that PAM has become the most important parliamentary
forum for dialogue among nations of the region, Europe and
Africa. Greece is the main gateway for migration along the
Eastern Mediterranean pathway. Root causes of the migration
and refugee flows must be addressed and include war,
poverty, autocracy, climate change or danger of epidemics.
European interest in Africa is the wager Europe needs to win
as a political entity in its foreign policy, which is being tested due to indecisiveness on the US political
side. There is a need to invest in these conflict areas, in the interest of security in Europe and of the
countries of origin themselves. Managing minorities and coexistence of different sides with their
prejudices and misunderstanding of historic, religious and national identities, often with social
imbalances, is crucial. The transformation of organized crime and the recent decision of the European
Court of Human Rights condemning massive deportation of foreign aliens are important, for which
reason article 4 of the Convention should be implemented by a legal procedure of requesting asylum in
the country concerned. This particular issue should be discussed between European and non-European
countries of the Mediterranean. A last observation is on human rights in general and the crucial role
parliaments as legislators can play, which can also be contradictory as the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe is a highly independent forum open to the civil societies of the Member States. Its
added value can be a goal for the PAM as well, depending on the individual countries and their level of
democracy and respect for rule of law and human rights.
In his address, Mr. Gianluca Rocco, Chief of Mission and Regional Response Coordinator of IOM in
Greece, explained that the issue of migration is so important in Greece because is first of all a political
issue. In the past, the flow was managed without a political
decision, until the EU –Turkey agreement, as well as the
German decision to allow one million migrants to its
country, or the closing of borders by some of the Western
Balkan States. Now the concerns are more than operational
issues in order to control the flow, such as the role of
borders or police activities. The situation on the Greek
islands is an example of clear failure of the EU or more
general policy, and it is not up to Greece or Italy to deal
alone with large flows without the necessary political
support at EU level. More countries should host migrants.
Distinguishing between migrants and refugees does not change the rights as a person and the minimum
standards to comply with. Comprehensive migration policies are needed, and not only police and forced
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return. The tool to bring all States together and find a response to the migration flows is the Global
Compact on Migration. This is needed to work around an agenda on migration management, signed by
most governments of the region. It must also include civil society, diaspora organizations, private sector,
unions and parliaments to work together to look at migration and try to find comprehensive migration
solutions. The Executive Committee of the Global Compact has agreed on testing such an approach in 22
countries, including Serbia and North Macedonia. It is imperative to deepen the dialogue among
members of parliament on the migration phenomena, as it can contribute to the economic and social
progress of recipient nations. For this reason, a closer look at the cost and benefit of migration is
important.
Mr. Vicente Miguel Garcés Ramon, President, Mediterranean Citizens’ Assembly Foundation (MCAF),
focused on the geopolitical spectrum of the Mediterranean region, with economic inequalities within
countries themselves and between the North and South shores of the Mediterranean. The root causes of
the migration flows need to be solved. The Foundation has members in 20 Mediterranean countries and is
now an observer in PAM, trying to exercise the diplomacy of the people for which parliamentary
diplomacy is very important. Diplomacy of civil society is the true force and needs a dialogue between
citizens taking into account religions or ideologies. This variety is the very identity of the Mediterranean
and must be protected. Our very democracy is at stake and needs to be saved to ensure the EU will not
become a walled-in fortress. For the Foundation, the contacts and meetings with the PAM are of great
value. We need to increase interaction between cities and regions of the Mediterranean and work together
with the PAM and citizens of the region with the EU, Africa and the Council of Europe.

Presentation of the Report and Resolution “From crisis to governance of migration and refugee
flows ”, prepared by Hon. Ammar Moussi (Algeria), and voting on the Resolutions
Hon. Ammar Moussi indicated that the report focuses on the lack of
agreed policies within the EU to deal with the reception of migrants,
who are at present mostly hosted by low and middle-income nations
in the region. Problems related to the resettlement and return of 1.4
million refugees have reached a critical level. The EU must adopt
concerted policies based on solidarity and burden sharing. Countries
must refrain from repatriating migrants at a risk of violation of their
human rights. The issue of 7,500 children born from former ISIS
foreign fighters in Syria urgently needs to be dealt with, within the
respective national legislations. The social role of UNRWA, which
helps to maintain regional stability, must be supported. Countries
have both a duty to fight against smuggling of migrants and a collective responsibility to provide basic
services to refugees. With regard to the draft resolution, the Rapporteur elaborated on various
amendments and remarks received, and clarified that besides some of the amendments, which due to
their nature will be brought to the attention of the 1st Standing Committee, most amendments can be
maintained in line with the international conventions on human rights and the issue of safe migration.
Before proceeding to vote the floor was opened for comments.
General debate:
Jordan stressed that the issue of migration needs to be addressed by burden sharing, as 22 of 193 countries
are receiving alone over 50% of the some 22 million people on the move. Jordan, which represents less
than 1% of the global economy, is hosting over one million migrants on top of 2.5 million Palestinian
refugees. This situation has reached a boiling point and is creating political tensions, as Jordan cannot
even provide for basic services. At least USD 1.5 billion per year are urgently needed. It is most important
to address the root causes of the wars such as through cease-fires and offering aid to the recipient
countries.
Syria stressed the need to discuss the root causes of the migration flows, which are to be identified in
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terrorist groups supported by some 83 different countries. The embargo on Syria is also a reason for
migration. Syria appealed to all countries, which foster such a phenomenon, by lifting the economic
embargo to bring life back to normal, bring back security, and stop the need for people to move.
Turkey hosts more than 3.5 million Syrian refugees. More than one million Syrian children are absorbed
in the Turkish education system. After the establishment of a secure zone in Northern Syria, about
300,000 refugees have started to return. The EU has failed in this tragedy, and in the implementation of
the agreement with Turkey, by contributing less than half of the promised share. Urgent action is needed
to share the burden. Migration is a common problem for all and needs to be managed properly. A
peaceful solution to the crisis in Syria is urgently needed to prevent the killing of people. With regard to
the draft resolution, Turkey requested for the deletion or amendment of Paragraph X as the EU should
fulfil its obligations.
Tunisia considered migration as one of the main challenges, which
requires enhanced cooperation among countries. The recipient countries
must be helped by stimulating growth in the countries of origin. Tunisia
is going through a democratic transition and needs to be assisted to
respond to the current challenges. It is hoped that Palestine will be
assisted so that its youth will be able to see a bright future. Tunisia calls
for an investigation to see what has happened with the drowning at sea
of Tunisians migrants on their way to Italy.
Cyprus stressed that a precondition of reversing illegal migration is to
fight the root causes with peace and by creating prosperous societies in
the countries of origin. Coordination to tackle humanitarian
needs and human rights of refugees is going on. Cyprus is
burdened as a small state and economy, making social
integration difficult, while there are now also xenophobic
tendencies and rhetoric. The inflow of Palestinian refugees
through Turkey is hard to manage, as Turkey still controls part of
the island. As it creates a great burden due to the lack of financial
support, Cyprus calls on the principle of solidarity and requests
help for burden sharing to receive a manageable number of
refugees.
Malta has been disproportionately affected due to its geographic location, limited space and resources. It
needs more help to meet the challenge of transit migrants on
their way to a better life in Europe. The Valletta declaration of
2015 underlined the concern at the sharp increase in the
migration flows and the risk of abuse and exploitation. The first
priority is to save lives and do all possible to rescue and protect
migrants. The changing demographics in Europe and threat of
an ageing population have shown that, if properly managed,
migration can be turned from a threat into an opportunity to
provide economic growth. All workers deserve to be treated
with dignity and their basic human rights to be protected.
According to Palestine, there is a need for cooperation and a balance between international law and
implementation of decisions, to commit to UN decisions and principles of international law and find the
root causes of migration. This is in particular the case for 6.5 million Palestinians who for 72 years have
been faced with displacement. The countries of the South need help, and the various conflicts in the
region must be solved. Greater help should be offered to Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. Palestine is
grateful to the Chair and the countries of PAM, which are all supporting UNRWA, but more help is
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needed. The problems of the Palestinians will only be resolved when they can return to their homes.
Portugal considered its reception policy as functioning, although it does not have many migrants or
refugees. Children of ISIS fighters also include children of Portuguese origin, a sensitive issue, which
needs to be addressed. Many refugees want to transit to Northern countries so their integration into the
Portuguese society is a challenge, although the integration in the social system is in place with respect for
human rights.
Italy agreed with the importance of the Global Compact on Migration and expressed the hope the Italian
government will sign it in the near future. Of special importance are the relations with the countries of
origin and arrival, based on the principle of equal dignity and cooperation. The use of migrants as human
shields as seen recently in Libya and Syria is a most critical issue. It is essential to build a migration policy
respecting fundamental human rights to achieve a proper approach to this issue, but never should the use
of people for war purposes be tolerated.
Morocco referred to the Global Compact for Migration signed in 2018. The country has now become a
country of reception of some 40,000 migrants from Africa who are integrated into the society. Human
trafficking is met by very strict measures as there is a
link with terrorism. Morocco places great emphasis on
its relations with the rest of Africa through a balanced
approach in investment and development programs to
put an end to migration, although the problem is not
only financial. The question of how to resolve the crisis
of illegal migration is linked to the national laws of
some countries, which do not allow for migrants to
remain. Countries of the South shore of the
Mediterranean deserve to be helped to better
accommodate the migrants who are all looking for a
better life. African countries need to be helped with aid
to make better use of their human capital to prevent the brain drain and create better development and
stability.
The SG read out the text with proposed amendments and the decision by the Rapporteur on rephrasing/
consolidating some of them. The draft resolution was then adopted by majority3.

Presentation of the report and resolution on “PAM MPs for Human Rights”, prepared by Hon.
Sandrine Mörch (France), and voting on the resolution
The Rapporteur highlighted that the focus of the report is on Women, Youth and Artificial Intelligence
(AI), and recalled the role of MPs in enhancing the respect for human
rights in every aspect of legislative work, without complacency. Of
particular concern are the very limited progress made on the SDGs, the
question of the children from 42 countries born ISIS fighters, held in camps
in North-Eastern Syria and Iraq, where they are subject to cold weather
and disease, and daily violation of their basic human rights. If this
situation is not addressed, these children will become radicalised and
dangerous. Parliamentarians have a crucial role in view of the impact on
human rights and their future. The Rapporteur called for the full
enforcement of the Convention on the Right of the Child, by putting the
youth at the core of the human rights in the Mediterranean region.
A new subject, Artificial Intelligence (AI) shall become an increasing topic
3

Para. a) adopted in its original text; b) adopted; e) adopted; f) rephrased and adopted; g) rephrased and adopted with the objection by
Israel; h) – k) adopted; paragraph I. adopted; para. II. rephrased and adopted; para. III. adopted; para. IV. rephrased and adopted with the
objection of Israel; para. V. adopted in its original text; para. VII adopted; para. X not adopted; para. XI. adopted; para. XII maintained; para.
XV. rephrased and adopted with the objection by Israel.
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for discussion within PAM. In particular, because in discussing the dangers originating from AI in
relation to Human Rights and Economic impact, including stricter surveillance, it is important to
acknowledge that the rapid development of artificial intelligence could make it easier to trace and reduce
criminal activities and facilitate de-radicalisation. In addition, because the rights of women in AI are
important as the area of work is mostly male managed and coded. In conclusion, the Rapporteur
proposed the establishment of a working group, which should work on highlighting the positive effects
brought to society by AI, but also focused on analysing the impact of AI on the protection of human
rights, especially for women and children.
General debate:
Jordan stressed that the war caused by the US in the region is the main reason for migration, which is
caused by the lack of peace. The region is far behind in addressing the relevant causes of the lack of
stability and wellbeing due to the injustice the peoples are facing. The International community needs to
study the cause of violence and lack of respect for human rights, and to promote economic growth,
prosperity and security.
Palestine reiterated that occupation is the most violent attack against human rights. PAM has to support
and work with the UN to ensure that the behaviour of Israeli authorities respects human rights. Human
rights violations such as the incident during the visit of the President of France, or the obstacles
preventing the Palestinians to access their education facilities, need to be addressed by the international
community.
Malta mentioned that violence against women remains a real threat in the region, including in Malta, and
statistics are understated. PAM ought to come up with standards and turn them into legal measures.
Gender based violence against women and domestic violence require measures to protect women as
victims and convict perpetrators. PAM members who are also members of the Council of Europe should
play a crucial role in this respect, as it is an unacceptable violation of human rights.
Tunisia referred to its National Constitution protecting against violence against women, with guarantees
for protection of rights and also of civil society and securing participation of women in the parliament.
However, legal rules are still lacking to deal with obstacles and find solutions through the debate in
international fora. It is also important to focus on the rights of the Palestinian people and the rights of
women and children as violation of these rights is leading to
their flight from violence.
Israel mentioned that the legislative elections to be held on 2
March would include the 13 members of the United Arab party
in the Knesset, and that their number of seats will possibly
increase to 15, as they have a right to equal treatment in the
country. Daily missile attacks from Gaza are directed at Israeli
citizens despite efforts to establish a quiet zone. Even the
Palestinian authority is not allowed to be in Gaza, and Israel is
arresting only those involved in terrorist activities. Since 2013,
no interaction or direct negotiations have taken place with Palestine, and this is the only way forward to
achieve peace with a Two-State solution.
The SG read out the draft resolution with the proposed amendments, rewording/merging several similar
paragraphs, and the draft resolution was adopted by majority4.

4

Para. a) rephrased and b) amended were adopted; c) and d) were adopted; g) and h) were merged and adopted with the objection of Israel.
Paragraph III. amended was adopted, para. IV. was adopted; para. V. was adopted; para. VI and VIII were merged and moved to the 1st
Standing Committee for the overall debate on the Middle East peace process; para. XII. was adopted and XIII. rephrased was adopted.
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2019 - PAM Prize Laureates Award Ceremony
The President and the SG presented the PAM Prizes, which were awarded to:
• H.E. Atef Al Tarawneh, Speaker of the Jordanian House of Representatives, in appreciation for his
commitment and support to the PAM values, debates and activities;
• UNEP/ Meditarranean Action Plan - Barcelona Convention Secretariat, represented by Mr. Gaetano
Leone, Coordinator, in recognition of its efforts to protect marine and coastal environment and
promote sustainable development;
• Hon. Zohair Sanduqa, in memory of his political commitment as head of the Palestinian delegation to
PAM, a strong promoter of peace in the Middle East and defender of Palestinian rights. The award,
accepted by Hon. Belal Qasem, will be handed over to his family.
• H.E. Fayez Al Sawabkah, Secretary General of Arab IPU, in appreciation of his continuous support to
PAM;
• Amb. Ionas Florin Urcan, PAM Roving Ambassador and Senior Adviser, for his crucial support to the
functioning of the PAM Secretariat in Bucharest;
• Cadeia Esperanca Portugal Association represented by Prof. Manuel J. Antunes, in appreciation of the
humanitarian, medical and surgical support to Syrian children refugees with cardiac pathology in
Jordan.
• Mr. Kouame Soungouan, refugee and founder of the Akwamu Association, in Ivory Coast, in
appreciation of his work in providing health care and safe water in Ivory Coast;
• ANIMA Investment Network, for its active commitment to stimulate economy in the Mediterranean
region, promoting innovation and investment for SMEs and Start-ups;
• Mediterranean Citizens’ Assembly Foundation, represented by Mr Vicente Miguel Garces Ramon, in
recognition of the Foundation’s commitment to dialogue, social cohesion and coexistence in diversity;
• Prof. Seraphin Alava, in appreciation of his academic work, as member of the UNESCO Chair, on
radicalisation and social media, and for organizing the Euro-Mediterranean seminar for the
engagement of women and youth against radicalization and violent extremism. The prize was received
by his colleagues Dr. Chafiaa Djouadi and Ms Rasha Youssef Nagem on his behalf;
• CISOM, represented by its President Gerardo Solaro del Borgo, in appreciation of its medical, social
and humanitarian work caring all around the world;
• Directorate General of Migration Management, of the Ministry of Interior of Turkey, for the assistance
provided to migrants and refugees in Turkey. Hon. Atay Uslu, Head of the delegation of Turkey,
received the award on its behalf;
• Mr. Martin Micallef, PAM communication officer, in memory of his commitment and political finesse
to advocate for a better future for the people of the Mediterranean. The prize was received by the Head
of the delegation of Malta and be handed over to his family .

Welcome ceremony for new PAM Associate Members
The SG introduced the process leading to membership, as PAM Associate Members, of those countries
that do not physically face the Mediterranean, but which are directly related to the work and interest of
PAM in the Middle East and the Arab World. The Federal National Council of the United Arab Emirates,
represented at the plenary session by Ms Iman Ijudi – Chargé d’Affaires in Greece, has joined PAM on this
basis and is being welcomed by the other members at the first plenary meeting following to the signature
of the MoU. The PAM President referred to the signing of the MoU in Abu Dhabi in June 2019 for
cooperation and for the association of the FNC, as an Associate Member of PAM. The growing interest to
join PAM is a confirmation of the Assembly’s critical value in bringing together countries with different
views and principles to reach common understanding and solutions to the critical issues and challenges
facing the region.
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Activities

1 1 and financial report

Conclusions
In her closing remarks, Sen. Alia Bouran, PAM President, expressed appreciation for all the work by all
participants and all the experience they have brought to the discussions. Despite differences in views and
opinions, common values and needs unite participants in how to move forward for the sake of humanity,
prosperity, peace and security, economic and social higher standards. The dynamism, dedication and
professionalism brought to the work of PAM are a basis for the next positive steps built on these
exchanges. Core issues of the discussions include the Middle East conflicts, calling for the resumption of
talks for peace and security; consensus that a sustainable Two-State solution as the only viable strategy
that should come from the two parties and not imposed by outside actors. The President was extremely
grateful for the work done on Syria and Libya, and stressed that the search for peace and security will be a
focus for the coming year, be it in the area of cyber security, counter terrorism or social prosperity. She
was extremely honoured to have served as President of PAM and was honoured to hand over the
Presidency to a very capable new President.

Handover ceremony of the PAM Presidency
The incoming President, Hon. Karim Darwish, Egypt, praised PAM as the long-standing parliamentary
forum the Euro-Mediterranean region, and thanked his predecessor for her efforts. He referred to the
challenges that threaten the security, stability and
development efforts of the Mediterranean Member States,
namely conflicts, terrorism and extremism, and illegal
migration, and called parliamentarians to coordinate
activities and muster efforts in order to face them. The
new PAM Presidents looks forward to strengthening
PAM’s role in parliamentary diplomacy and to enhance
relations with other parliamentary assemblies, which have
the same goals and aspirations. He concluded by thanking
the Secretary General and the members of the PAM
Secretariat for their efforts.
The SG announced an adjustment in the Bureau, with Senator Alia Bouran having accepted to assume the
presidency of the 1st Standing Committee, and Hon. Pedro Roque to take over the presidency of the 2 nd
Standing Committee.
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14th PLENARY SESSION OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
19 – 21 February 2020, Athens, Greece
Athens Marriott Hotel

Agenda

Wednesday 19 February
Arrival of National Delegations at the hotel
16:00

38th Meeting of the PAM Bureau
Venue: “Delos” room

17:00 – 19:00

Registration of participants to the plenary session
Foyer of “Aegean Sea Ballroom

19:15

Departure of the PAM Bureau members from the hotel to the restaurant

20:00

Dinner for the PAM Bureau members offered by the Hellenic Parliament
(venue Yacht Club Greece – 18 Karageorgi Servias street, Piraeus)

Thursday 20 February
09:00

Registration of participants
Venue: Foyer of “Aegean Sea Ballroom”

10:00

Opening of the Plenary Session
Venue: “Aegean Sea Ballroom”
Welcome address by H.E. Constantine An. Tassoulas, President of the
Hellenic Parliament
Opening address by H.E. Sen. Alia Bouran, PAM President
Welcome address by H.E. Elsa Papadimitriou, PAM former Vice President,
former Vice President of the Hellenic Parliament
Video-message by address by His Beatitude Ieronymos II, Archbishop of
Athens and all Greece
Message by H.E. António Guterres, Secretary General of the United
Nations
Family photo
Coffee break (Lobby area)
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11:00

Presentation of the work of the 1st Standing Committee on Political and SecurityRelated Cooperation, and Activities for 2020
Chair: Hon. Pedro Roque (Portugal), President of PAM 1st Standing Committee
Keynote address by H.E. Atef Al Tarawneh, Speaker of the Jordanian
House of Representatives, President of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union
Keynote address by H.E. Hossam Zaki, Assistant Secretary-General, League
of Arab States
Keynote address by Dr J. Marianna Trias, Special Representative of the
Director General, World Health Organisation
Address by Prof. Harry Papasotiriou, Professor of International Relations
at Panteion University, Director of the Institute of International Relations
Presentation of the Report and Resolution “Political and Security
Developments in the MENA region”, prepared by Sen. Mohamed Alami
(Morocco) and presented by Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco), and voting on
the Resolution
Presentation of the Report and Resolution “Countering the evolving threat
of terrorism in the Euro-Mediterranean region”, prepared by Hon. Gennaro
Migliore (Italy), and voting on the Resolution

13:30

Lunch offered by the Hellenic Parliament
Venue: Athens Marriot Hotel, “Corfu” room

15:00

Presentation of the work of the 2nd Standing Committee on Economic, Social and
Environmental Cooperation, and Activities for 2020
Chair: Hon. Karim Darwish (Egypt), President of PAM 2nd Standing Committee
Keynote address H.E. Mavroudis Voridis, Minister for Rural Development
and Food, Hellenic Republic
Keynote Address by Ms. Isabelle Durant, Deputy Secretary-General,
UNCTAD
Address by Mr. Gaetano Leone, Coordinator, UNEP/Mediterranean Action
Plan-Barcelona Convention Secretariat
Address by Mr Christos S. Zerefos, Head, Research Centre for Atmospheric
Physics and Climatology, Academy of Athens
Presentation of the Report and Resolution “Failure of the COP25: the need
to act”, prepared by Hon. Alain Perea (France), and voting on the Resolution
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Presentation of the Report and Resolution “Financial development and
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprise: Engines for the Euro-Mediterranean
economic stability and growth”, prepared by Sen. Aurel-Horea Soporan
(Romania), and voting on the Resolution
17:30

End of working session

19:15

Transfer from the hotel to the Restaurant

20:00

Official dinner on the occasion of the 14th PAM Plenary Session hosted by the Head
of the Greek delegation, Hon. Mr. Kellas Christos
Venue: LAED (1, Rigillis street, Athens)

22:30

Return to hotel

Friday 21 February
09:00

Presentation of the work of the 3rd Standing Committee on Dialogue among
Civilizations and Human Rights, and Activities for 2020
Chair: Hon. Yana Chiara Ehm (Italy), President of PAM 3rd Standing Committee
Venue: “Aegean Sea Ballroom”
Address by Hon. Dora Bakoyannis, Member of the Hellenic Parliament,
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Greece, Former Mayor of Athens
Address by Mr. Evangelos Venizelos, former Vice-President of the Hellenic
Government, Professor of Constitutional Law, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki
Address by Mr. Gianluca Rocco, Chief of Mission and Regional Response
Coordinator, IOM Greece Mission, International Organisation for Migration
Address by Mr. Vicente Miguel Garcés Ramón, President, Mediterranean
Citizens’ Assembly Foundation
Presentation of the Report and Resolution “From crisis to governance of
migration and refugee flows”, prepared by Hon. Ammar Moussi (Algeria),
and voting on the Resolution
Presentation of the Report and Resolution “PAM MPs for Human Rights”,
prepared by Hon. Sandrine Mörch (France), and voting on the Resolution

11:00

Coffee break (Lobby area)

11:15

Welcome ceremony for new PAM Associate Members

11:30

2019 PAM Prize laureates Award ceremony
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12:00

[Session for PAM parliamentary delegates only]
Presentation of PAM 2020 Activities and financial report by Amb. Sergio Piazzi,
PAM Secretary General

13:00

Closing remarks
Sen. Alia Bouran, PAM President
Handover ceremony of the PAM Presidency

13:30

Lunch offered by the Hellenic Parliament
Venue: Athens Marriot Hotel, “Corfu” room
End of Plenary Session

15:00

Departure from the Hotel for the guided visit tour in the Hellenic Parliament

17:15

Return to the hotel
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Athens, 20-21 February 2020 / Athènes, 20-21 février 2020
List of registered participants (as of 19.02)

PAM NATIONAL DELEGATIONS
Albania

Hon. Klodiana Spahiu, MP
Hon. Milva Ekonomi, MP
Hon. Fatjona Dhimitri, MP
Hon. Lefter Koka, MP
Ms. Sonida Zaimi, Secretary of Delegation

Algeria

Hon. Abdelmadjid Dennouni, MP, PAM Vice-President
Hon. Ammar Moussi, MP, PAM Rapporteur on Migration
Sen. Mohamed Zakaria, MP
Sen. Mohamed Gatcha, MP
Sen. Abdelmadjid Mokhtar, MP
Sen. Tahar Ghezali, MP
Mr. Makhlouf Sahel, Secretary of Delegation
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Andorra

Hon. Metitxell Palmitjavila, MP, Vice-President of the Andorran Parliament
Hon. Susanna Vela, MP
Ms. Eulalia Rich, Secretary of Delegation

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Hon. Semsudin Mehmedovic, MP, Head of Delegation
Hon. Darijana Filipovic Katic, MP
Hon. Sredoje Novic, MP
Ms. Naida Mulalic, Secretary of Delegation
Ms. Dubravka Istuk Pavlovic, Interpreter

Cyprus

Hon. Stefanos Stefanou, MP
Hon. Georgios K. Georgiou, MP
Hon. Christos Orphanides, MP
Hon. Charalambos Theopemptou, MP
Ms. Georgia Neophytou, Secretary of Delegation

Egypt

Hon. Karim Darwish, MP, President of the PAM 1st Standing Committee, Head of Delegation
Hon. Rasha Abdelfatah Al-Sayed Ramdan, MP
Hon. Abdallah Ali Abdallah Mohamed, MP
Hon. Magda Al-Sayed Mohamed Bakry, MP
Hon. Tarek Mohamed Fouad Saeed Al-Kouli, MP

France

Hon. Alain Perea, MP, PAM Vice President, PAM Rapporteur on Climate Change
Hon. Sandrine Morch, MP, PAM Rapporteur on Human Rights
Sen. Simon Sutour, MP
Sen. Alain Dufaut, MP
Mr. Didier Eifermann, Advisor
Mr. Xavier Vergne, Secretary of Delegation
Ms. Leïla Mörch Pinchinat, personal assistant to Hon. Sandrine Morch

Greece

H.E. Constantine An. Tassoulas, President of the Hellenic Parliament
Hon. Christos Kellas, MP
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Hon. Maximos Senetakis, MP
Hon. Costas Zachariadis, MP
Mr. Georgios Chondronasios, Secretary of delegation
Ms. Christina Balkamou, Secretary of delegation
Mr Vasilis Xiros, counsellor
Israel

Amb. Majallie Whbee, Representative

Italy

Hon. Yana Chiara Ehm, MP, PAM Vice President, President of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee
Hon. Gennaro Migliore, MP, Chair of the PAM Special Parliamentary Committee on Counter
terrorism
Hon. Giulio Centemero, MP, Co-Chair of the PAM Economic Panel
Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso, PAM President Emeritus
Ms. Susanna Radoni, Secretary of Delegation
Ms. Antonella Usiello, Secretary of Delegation

Jordan

H.E. Atef Al Tarawneh, Speaker of the Jordanian House of Representatives
Sen. Alia Bouran, MP, PAM President
Hon. Khamis Atieh, MP
Hon. Mousa Al Wahsh, MP
Hon. Ramadan Al Hunaiti, MP
Hon. Mahmoud Titi, MP
Hon. Nedal Al Ta'any, MP
Hon. Husni Alsheyab, MP
Hon. Qusai Al Dmaisy, MP
Hon. Hasan Al Saoud, MP
Hon. Mahasen Al Shara'ah, MP
Mr. Awwad Al Ghuwairi, Director General of the Speaker's Office
Mr. Ayman Majali, Secretary of Delegation
Mr. Ahamad Al Wazzan, Secretary of Delegation
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Mr. Hamadeh Al Mawajdeh, Secretary of Delegation
Mr. Mahmoud Bani-Amir, Secretary of Delegation
Mr. Shadi Obiedat, Head of International Conferences
Mr. Hamza Al Akayleh, Media Advisor
Libya

Hon. Mohammed Alfeeras, MP
Mr. Mohamed Algabasi, Secretary of delegation

Malta

Hon. Etienne Grech, MP, Head of Delegation
Hon. Ivan Bartolo, MP
Hon. Mario Galea, MP
Ms. Eleanor Scerri, Secretary of Delegation

Monaco

Hon. Marie-Noëlle Gibelli, MP

Morocco

Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, MP, PAM President Emeritus, Co-Chair of the PAM Economic Panel
Hon. Abdellatif Berroho, MP
Hon. Mohamed El Hejira, MP
Hon. Amam Chokrane, MP
Mr. Boubker Lafqui Titouani, Advisor
Mr. Mohamed Taib Cohen, Secretary of Delegation
Mr. Hamza Karmoun, Secretary of Delegation

North Macedonia

Hon. Emil Dimitriev, MP, Head of Delegation
Hon. Cedomir Sazdovski, MP
Hon. Hari Lokvenec, MP
Hon. Vladanka Avirovic, MP
Mr. Gligor Stoimenov, Secretary of Delegation

Palestine

Hon. Belal Qasem, MP, PAM Vice-President
Hon. Omar Hamayel, MP
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Portugal

Hon. Pedro Roque, MP, PAM Honorary President, PAM Vice-President, President of the PAM
1st Standing Committee
Hon. Emília Cerqueira, MP
Ms. Rita Ferreira, Secretary of Delegation

Romania

Hon. Florin Iordache, MP, Head of Delegation
Sen. Aurel-Horea Soporan, MP, PAM Rapporteur on Economy
Ms. Elena-Ruxandra Cazacu, Secretary of Delegation
Mr. Andrei Popa, Secretary of Delegation
Ms. Dumitrița Gliga, Advisor

San Marino

Hon. Adele Tonnini, MP

Serbia

Hon. Tijana Davidovac, MP
Hon. Olivera Ognjanovic, MP
Ms. Ana Trajkovic, Secretary of Delegation
Ms. Slavica Bojinovic, Interpreter

Syria

Hon. Muhamad Ezat Arabi Katbi, MP
Hon. Ali Al Ashaikh, MP
Hon. Toni Hana, MP
Hon. Mazen Omran, MP
Hon. Hussein Farho, MP
Hon. Mohammad Al Batran, MP
Mr. Iyad Alhasan, Secretary of Delegation

Tunisia

Hon. Kenza Ajala, MP
Hon. Jedidi Sboui, MP
Mr. Morched Hajji, Secretary of Delegation
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Turkey

Hon. Atay Uslu, MP, Head of Delegation
Hon. Halil Özşavlı, MP
Hon. Mehmet Altay, MP
Hon. Ali Öztunç, MP
Hon. Mahmut Celadet Gaydalı, MP
Ms. Neslihan Temelat, Secretary Delegation
Ms. Açelya Temel, Secretary of Delegation
Ms. Mine Tepe, Interpreter
Mr. Mehmet Tamer, Interpreter

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS AND PARTNER COUNTRIES
Holy See
Kuwait

Archbishop Hon Tai Fai, Nuncio of the Holy See to Greece
Hon. Odah Alrowaie, MP
Hon. Khalil Abul, MP
Mr. Meshal Alanezi, Secretary of Delegation
Mr. Talal Alharban, Secretary of Delegation
Amb. Alberto di Luca, Permanent Representative of the Order to PAM
Mr. Mauro Torre, Member of the Diplomatic Staff

Sovereign Order of Malta

REGIONAL, INTERNATIONAL, AND OTHER NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS
Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union
Arab Parliament
Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference
Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association
Conseil Maghreb

H.E. Fayez Al Shawabkah, Secretary General
Hon. Dhafer Nadhim Salman, MP
Hon. Shadia Khodir Meligy El Gaml, MP
H.E. Bodo Bahr, Secretary General
Hon. John Ajaka, Vice Chairperson
H.E. Said Mokadem, Secretary General
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Interparliamentary Assembly on
Orthodoxy
Interparliamentary Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Independent States
Inter-Parliamentary Union
Pan-African Parliament

Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation
Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member
States

Hon. Maximos Charakopoloulos, Head of the Greek Delegation to the I.A.O.
Mr. Andreas Michailidis, Secretary General
Mr. Konstantinos Mygladis, I.A.O. Advisor
Mr. Ion Lipciu, Deputy Secretary General
Mr. Andrei Akulich, Advisor for external relations
Amb. Omar Ibrahim Mokhtar, Senior Advisor to the Secretary General
Hon. Djamel Bouras, MP, Vice-President, Head of Delegation
Hon. Amadou Moctar Niang, MP
Ms. Michele Sandrine Eban, Personal Assistant to the President
Hon. Symeon Kedikoglou, Vice-President, MP
Dr. Miltiadis Makrygiannis, Deputy Secretary General
Mr. Mouhamed Khouraichi Niass, Secretary General
Mrs. Sharareh Fathizadeh, Executive Secretary

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Adriatic & Ionian Initiative
European Investment Bank

Ambassador Fabio Pigliapoco, Senior Advisor
Ms. Vitore Muzhani, Staff
Mr Peter Jacobs, Head of Investment Team for Greece

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Greek Ministry for Rural Development and
Food of Greece
Hellenic Parliament

House of Representatives of Jordan

H.E. Mavroudis Voridis, Minister
H.E. Constantine An. Tassoulas, President
Hon. Dora Bakoyannis, MP, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Greece, Former Mayor of Athens
H.E. Elsa Papadimitriou, Former Vice-President of the Hellenic Parliament
H.E. Atef Al Tarawneh, Speaker of the Jordanian House of Representatives, President of the Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Union
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IOM
League of Arab States
Academy of Athens
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
UNEP/Mediterranean Action PlanBarcelona Convention Secretariat
UNCTAD
World Health Organisation

H.E. Sen. Alia Bouran, PAM President
Mr. Gianluca Rocco, Chief of Mission and Regional Response Coordinator, IOM Greece Mission
H.E. Hossam Zaki, Assistant Secretary-General
Mr Christos S. Zerefos, Head, Research Centre for Atmospheric Physics and Climatology
Mr. Evangelos Venizelos, former Vice-President of the Hellenic Government, Professor of
Constitutional Law
Mr. Gaetano Leone, Coordinator
Ms. Isabelle Durant, Deputy Secretary-General
Dr J. Marianna Trias, Special Representative of the Director General

DIPLOMATIC CORPS
Embassy of Albania
Embassy of Algeria
Embassy of Bosnia-Herzegovina
Embassy of Bulgaria
Embassy of Cyprus
Embassy of Croatia
Embassy of Egypt
Embassy of France
Embassy of Georgia
Embassy of Israel
Embassy of Jordan
Embassy of Italy
Embassy of Montenegro
Embassy of Morocco
Embassy of North Macedonia
Embassy of Palestine
Embassy of Russian Federation
Embassy of Qatar

H.E. Ardiana Hobdari, Ambassador
Mrs Amira Saoussen Aouachria-Zemoura, Chargé D 'Affaires
H.E. Milica Ristović-Krstić, Ambassador
Mr. Georgy Shopov, Chargé D 'Affaires
H.E. Kyriakos Kenevezos, Ambassador
H.E. Aleksandar Sunko, Ambassador
H.E. Ismail Ahmed Khairat, Ambassador
Mr Baptiste Didier, Chargé D 'Affaires
Mr. Darejan Mumladze, Chargé D 'Affaires
H.E. Yossi Amrani, Ambassador
Mr. Ahed Ali Sweidat, Ambassador
Mr. Alessandro Ferranti, Chargé D 'Affaires
H.E. Ana Vukadinović, Ambassador
Mr. Mohammed EL YAMANI, Counsellor
Mrs Lidija Boskovska, Chargé D 'Affaires
H.E. Marwan Toubassi, Ambassador
Mr. Vasilii Gavrilov, Chargé D 'Affaires
H.E. Abdulaziz Ali A.N Al-Naama, Ambassador
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Embassy of Romania
Embassy of Serbia
Embassy of Slovenia
Embassy of Tunisia
Embassy of Turkey
Embassy of United Arab Emirates
Embassy of United States of America
Ministry for Foreign Affairs & European
Affairs of Malta

Mrs. Christina Zamfirache, Chargé D 'Affaires
H.E. Dušan Spasojević, Ambassador
H.E. Matjaž Longar, Ambassador
H.E. Lassaad Mhirssi, Ambassador
H.E. Burak Özügergin, Ambassador
Ms. Simay Erenoğlu, First Secretary
H.E. Eman Alzeyoudi, Chargé D 'Affaires
Mrs Brigid Ryan, Chargé D 'Affaires
Mr. Simon Pullicino, Assistant Director

OTHERS AND GUESTS
Association AKWAMU
ANIMA Investment Network

Anna Lindh Foundation
Cadeia Esperança Portugal Association
DIHAD
Mediterranean Citizens’ Assembly
Foundation
PAM Panel on Trade and Investments

Press
UNESCO Chair - University of Toulouse
“Jean Jaurès”

M. Kouamè Soungouan, Founder
Mr. Georgios Filiopoulos, Vice President of ANIMA and CEO of Enterprise Greece
Ms Vasso Kyrkou, Director at Communication, International and Institutional Affairs
department
Dr. Nabil Al Sharif, Executive Director
Prof. Manuel J Antunes, President, Professor at University of Coimbra
Dr. Abdul Salam Al Madani, Executive Chairman
Mr. Vicente Miguel Garcés Ramón, President
Eng. Alessandro Ortis, Co-Chair of the PAM Economic Panel, Vice-President of ENEA Technical
Scientific Committee, Former President of the Italian Energy National Authority and MEDREG
Mr. Stefano Podavini, Member
Mr. Cesare Sacerdoti, Member, CEO of CSE Crescendo- Italy
Mr. Mohammd ALzaben, journalist
Mr. Ghazi Alawaideh, journalist
Dr. Chafiaa Djouadi, Project Manager “Research and Development”
Dr. Rasha Youssef Nagem, Researcher
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ORGANIZERS
PAM Secretariat

Hellenic Parliament

Amb. Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary General
Amb. Gerhard Putman-Cramer, PAM Permanent Observer to the UN in Geneva
Amb Peter Schatzer, PAM Permanent Observer to the UN in Vienna
Amb. Ionaș Florin Urcan, PAM Roving Ambassador and Senior Adviser
Ms. Fatima Khachi, Deputy to the PAM Secretary General
Mr. Cono Giardullo, Senior Program Officer
Mr. Vladimir Kirushev, Program Officer and Special Assistant to the PAM Secretary General
Ms. Magdalena Ninaber van Eyben, Rapporteur
Mr. Francesco Senese, PAM Legal Advisor
Ms. Katharina Goede, Administrative Assistant
Ms. Maria Nicola Buonocore, Junior Political Researcher
Dr. Giuseppina Schatzer, Accompanying Person
Ms. Margarita Flouda, Head, D.G. for International & Public Relations
Ms. Anastasia Frangou, Head, Directorate of European Affairs and Bilateral Issues
Mr. Nikos Karapapas, Head of Public Relations & Protocol Directorate
Ms. Pinelopi Nikole, Head of European Regional Cooperation Conferences and Partnerships
Department
Ms. Athena M. Synarelli, Head of the Citizen, & Social Agencies Information and Public
Relations Department
Ms. Natalia Moustakli, Citizen, & Social Social Agencies Information and Public Relations
Department
Ms. Dora Draganigou, Citizen, & Social Social Agencies Information and Public Relations
Department
Ms. Alexandra Tsimpida, Citizen, & Social Social Agencies Information and Public Relations
Department
Ms. Xanthoula Morfi, Department of the Public Relations
Ms. Chara Karagiannidou, Secretary of delegation
Ms Eirini Zarkinou, Citizen, & Social Social Agencies Information and Public Relations
Department
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Ms. Panagiota Chountala, Secretary of delegation
Ms. Liana Filiopoulou, Secretary of delegation
Ms Nantia Kechayia, Diplomatic advisor’s office
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