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The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean

Religions and children cannot be the victims of
Terrorism and Organised Crime – PAM Meeting
in Ankara on migrations and security
The Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean is the principal forum
where the national Parliaments of
the Euro-Mediterranean region
deliberate to reach those strategic
objectives towards the creation of the
best political, social, economic and
cultural environment and conditions for
the fellow citizens of the member
states.
PAM is an international organization, an
Observer at the General Assembly of
the United Nations, with a specific
international juridical status. The
Assembly plays a fundamental role as
the inter-parliamentary
organization whose activities are
firmly rooted as the instrument of
parliamentary diplomacy also to
support the work of other international
bodies entrusted with the responsibility
to foster security, stability and peace
in the Euro-Mediterranean region.
Over the years, PAM has established
itself as the main actor of parliamentary
diplomacy in the Euro-Mediterranean
region, and its commitment to the
founding principles and its Charter, is
guaranteed by the continued support of
all its member parliaments.
Through PAM, political dialogue and
understanding between its Member
States and their citizens, is
strengthened and this is achieved,
notably, by:

Fostering and building confidence
among Euro-Mediterranean States;
Guaranteeing regional security,
stability and promoting peace;
Consolidating the endeavours of EuroMediterranean States;
Presenting opinions and
recommendations to national
parliaments and governments, regional
organizations and international fora.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) in collaboration with the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey, organised, at the specific request of the President of the UN
General Assembly last year, a three-day international event dedicated to the Nexus between
Population Movements and Security, in the framework of the activities of its 1st and 3rd
PAM Standing Committees. Hosted by the Grand National Assembly, the Meeting was held
in Ankara and Gaziantep from 19 to 21 June 2019 with the participation of over 130
delegates from more than 20 countries, among which PAM member parliaments,
international parliamentary organizations, governments, United Nations Agencies, other
international organizations, and civil society.
Participants were welcomed by H.E. Mustafa Şentop, Speaker of the Grand National
Assembly of Turkey, and by Hon. Atay Uslu, Head of the Turkish Delegation to PAM. They
were addressed by H.E. Mevlüt Çavuşoğluv, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Turkey, UN
Assistant Secretary General Panos Moumtzis, OCHA Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for
the Syria Crisis; Mr. Francois Reybet-Degat, UNHCR MENA Deputy Director for the Iraq
and Syria situations; Mr. Ilias Chatzis, Chief of the UNODC Human Trafficking and Migrant
Smuggling Section; Mr. Tommaso de Cataldo, IOM Programme Coordinator; UN Assistant
Secretary Michèle Coninsx, Security Council CTED Executive Director through a videomessage, as well as various officials of the Ministry of the Interior, Education and Health of
Turkey.

In her opening remarks, PAM President, Senator Alia Bouran highlighted some of the most
pressing issues related to migration flows, as a consequence of a combination of push and pull
factors, such as political instability and civil conflicts, globalization, poverty, climate change
effects, political persecution and human rights
violations. She praised Turkey’s generosity and that
of other countries in hosting refugees and called for
an integrated approach to cope with this issue. On the
Israeli-Palestinian issue, President Bouran underlined
that the Palestinian state should be a part of the
Middle East. She concluded by stating that terrorism
is not the limits, religion and identity, and that the
only way to fight radical thinking is to ensure the
right to live with dignity.
(Continued on page 2)

H.E. Mevlüt Çavuşoğluv, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Turkey, highlighted the humanitarian aspect of population movements and called

countries of origin, transit and destination to cooperate more closely. He also pointed out three issues that negatively affect the stability of the
Mediterranean: the situation in Syria, for which he expects the establishment of a commission for the preparation of the new Syrian
constitution; Libya, on which a new and comprehensive conference will be organized; and the Israeli-Palestinian issue, highlighting that the
two state solution is the only one able to bring peace and stability to the Middle East and the Mediterranean. The Minister also referred to the
initiatives undertaken by his government for a long-lasting solution to
the Cypriot issues, based on the political equality of the two sides. On
terrorism, he underlined the necessity of drying their sources and
destroying terrorists’ ideologies together, stressing that it is wrong to
accuse any religion while blaming the terrorists.
The Speaker of the Grand National Assembly praised the importance
of parliamentary diplomacy and the unique role of PAM. He referred
to the impact that security has on population movements, in terms of
social security, which ensures that people maintain their minimum
standards of living, and to the economic imbalance and lack of
minimum economic standards which lead to population movements,
triggers migrations, forces people to migrate. He concluded by
stressing the importance of preventing conflicts and making the
whole world livable and safe.
Hon. Atay Uslu reminded that migration is not only a security
dimension, but also has social, cultural, opportunity and crisis
dimensions. He also reminded that the proportion of immigrants
involved in crime is less than the locals, also in Turkey. Expressing
that migration is not a good or bad event by itself, he stated that if
migration is managed well, opportunities also arise, and that the
solution is integration, harmonization, and the elimination of problems in the countries of origin.
The UN ASG Moumtzis referred to the situation of the 29,000 children under the age of 12, born from people associated with ISIS, sheltered
in Al Hol camp in North-Eastern Syria, and called for a political approach to their return to their countries, as they are the most vulnerable and
are stigmatized in their community; they should be seen as children, their rights respected, their nationality determined and rehabilitation
provided. The interventions and open sessions offered a unique opportunity for a very comprehensive and wide platform for a healthy debate
among the delegates and the speakers. Experiences, good practices
and governance were also exchanged between delegations during
informal bilateral meetings. On the margins of the conference the
delegates also had the time for an informal exchange of views with
H.E. Çavuşoğluv, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Turkey, who
also met separately the Israeli and Cypriot delegations.
Following the parliamentary debates in Ankara, the participants of
the conference travelled to Gaziantep on 21 June to meet with the
local authorities to learn first-hand about the response to the
refugee crisis in the Turkish border areas with Syria. Delegates
visited the Nizip refugee camp where they witnessed the wide
array of facilities and services provided to the asylum seekers,
including housing, medical centers, schools, children’s play areas,
adult education classes, a library, and a fire fighting unit, among
other facilities. It was highlighted that over 90 percent of refugees
residing in Turkey do not live in camps, but rather lead productive
lives as members of the Turkish society. Discussions also touched
upon the return of refugees to those parts which have been stabilized, secured and restored. The lack of social conflict between the local
population and the refugees in Turkey was displayed as a result of a successful and comprehensive humanitarian approach to the refugee
crisis that other countries may take the best practices from.The outcome of the discussion will be used as basis of the PAM future action on
the subject and for the resolutions to be submitted for adoption on the occasion of the 14th PAM Plenary, which will be held in February 2020
in Athens, Greece.
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Key economic challenges facing the economic ecosystem in the
Mediterranean addressed during PAM regional meeting in Milan
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) convened a dedicated meeting entitled “Alternative Capital Markets for
economic growth in the Mediterranean - The critical role of Parliamentarians”, on 4 and 5 July in Milan, Italy, kindly hosted by Hon.
Centemero, co-Chair of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, and by Borsa italiana, the Italian Stock
exchange.
The conference gathered MPs from over 25 countries, including two speakers of Parliaments,
representatives of some 40 enterprises, Chambers of Commerce, the UN system, International
Financial Institutions and Academic institutions.
Participants were welcomed by Hon. Giulio Centemero, Sen Alia Bouran, PAM President, and
Mr. Raffaele Jerusalmi, CEO of Borsa italiana and Executive Director of the London Stock
Exchange Group.
H.E. Dr Amal Abdulla Al Qubaisi, Speaker of the Federal National Council, United Arab
Emirates, H.E. Borjana Krišto, Speaker of the House of Representatives, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
and H.E. Asaf Hajiyev, Secretary General, PABSEC delivered keynote addresses as guests of
honour.

A session dedicated to the PAM Panel, its achievements and purposes, was chaired by Hon
Karim Darwish, PAM Vice-President and President of the PAM 2nd Standing Committee, and
by the co-chairs of the Panel, namely Hon. Giulio Centemero and Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh.
The other sessions of the meeting were dedicated to Alternative Capital Markets and FinTech, Economic growth through minibonds IPOs and
crowdfunding, Start up and Venture Capital, Experiences of growth. Representatives of the World Bank, WTO, EBRD, UNECA and
UNCTAD, as well as Borsa italiana and others from the private sector, gave detailed presentations on these issues and engaged in a fruitful
debate with the participants in the meeting.
Three main projects were proposed to address key economic challenges hampering a stable economic ecosystem in the Mediterranean
region.
The first project is related to the development and launching of a Start-up Market,
a digital platform that enables entrepreneurs to meet with investors. The second
project is related to the creation of a Social Impact Investing Fund, an investment
vehicle that pursues social scopes alongside with financial ones. The third project
concerns the activation of a macro regional fund of funds that can operate in the
Mediterranean through affiliated entities.
A special task force within the framework of the PAM Economic Panel will work
on legislative and operative aspects to implement these projects and will draft a
dedicated report and recommendations to be discussed and, tentatively, adopted
during the 14th PAM Plenary Session, which will be held in Athens, Greece, in
February 2020.
Following the first day, PAM MPs, together with the precious contribution of highlevel experts, debated on how better to align the PAM Panel priorities to the most
pressing challenges of the Mediterranean region. The session was chaired by Hon
Giulio Centemero and Dr Alessandro Ortis, co-Chairs of the PAM Economic
Panel.
Several topics were at the bulk of the meeting as key to build thriving and resilient economies, such as disruptive technologies, SMEs, Startups and young entrepreneurs.
Some key points were highlighted at the closing session of the meeting, namely:
-The importance to include in the sectoral groups of the PAM Economic Panel the new topics addressed during the meeting.
-Holding workshops, seminars and additional technical meetings in order to concretely follow up on the issues addressed in Milan;
-Convening a side meeting of the PAM 2nd Standing Committee at the 14th PAM Plenary Session to be held in Athens, in February 2020, to
focus on the composition of the working groups which will deal with specific topics and related initiatives to be implemented.
During the conference PAM MPs and private sector’s representatives held
strategic bilateral meetings to share best practices, exchange experiences and
find efficient solutions to facilitate access to alternative funding to support the
Mediterranean SMEs and Start-ups.
Mr Said El Hachimi, Counsellor of WTO, expressed his readiness to host a
parliamentary meeting on trade facilitation at the WTO Headquarters, in
Geneva, involving the UN economic cluster and other key actors. From his
side, Mr. Asaf Hajiyev, PABSEC Secretary General, proposed to co-organize a
joint follow-up meeting with PAM next year.
Furthermore, five PAM member countries have already contacted the PAM
Secretariat to propose to host dedicated meetings on the sectoral groups of the
PAM Economic Panel.
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PAM reinforces cooperation with the USA and the UN
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean conducted an Official Visit to the United States of America from 23 September to 4
October 2019, visiting Washington DC and New York.
In Washington, a high-level delegation, led by PAM President Alia Bouran of Jordan, held
meetings with Senior Officials from the White House National Security Council, the
Department of State, Department of Justice, Department of Defence, USAID, as well as with
prominent academics at leading think tanks.
In the course of the meetings, the key issues analyzed included: PAM proposal for the
establishment of a mechanism of triage to address the fate of thousands of foreign terrorist
fighters detained in North Eastern Syria and their families; the cooperation with the UN
Security Council, and related bodies, in ensuring the harmonization of national laws on
counter-terrorism; PAM support for national reconciliation in Libya; the Two-State solution
for Israel and Palestine; the crisis between Egypt and Ethiopia on the access to the Nile water;
facilitation of investments in the MENA and Sahel region; the reinforced cooperation between
PAM and NATO and its commands; the enlargement of PAM to 34 countries with recent
agreements with Qatar and UAE as Associate; as well as the support by the US
Administration for recognizing PAM as a public international organization in the USA.
The meetings in Washington were instrumental for PAM and US officials to exchange views on strategic priorities in the Euro-Mediterranean
region, map out opportunities for concrete cooperation on political, security and economic issues, as well as to reinforce the excellent
relationship PAM already enjoys with the United States. PAM has already scheduled a follow-up visit to Washington to take place in April
2020, following the World Bank and IMF Spring Session, to hold additional bilateral meetings at the United States Congress.
In New York, PAM participated and contributed in the High-level Segment of the United Nations General Assembly. On the margins of the
GA, PAM held a number of bilateral meetings with Senior UN Officials and Heads of national delegations to fine tune cooperation on
counter-terrorism activities, support for peace support initiatives and negotiations in the
Middle East, economic development in the MENA and Sahel regions, climate change, and
population movements, among others.
Regarding Libya, PAM shall assist with the parliamentary dimension of the national
reconciliation efforts, under the auspices and chair of the UN Special Representative for
Libya, Mr. Ghassan Salame, in view of the Berlin Conference.
PAM was also asked to assist, by using its privileged channels of parliamentary diplomacy
in the region, for the de-facto authorities in Sanaa to grant access for UN experts to the
SAFER FSO oil tanker, anchored some 5 km off the coast of Yemen. This is necessary to
assess the damage suffered by the structure since the beginning of the conflict, and for the
UN to carry out any emergency maintenance work, if needed, to avoid a major
environmental disaster.

PAM and Council of Europe tackle cybersecurity
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and the Council of Europe (CoE), together with the Cyber South Project, coorganised, in Strasbourg, on 10-11 October 2019, a joint conference dedicated to “Counter-terrorism and New Technologies: from
prevention to prosecution, at national and international levels, the need for parliamentarians’ support”.
The meeting gathered more than 50 participants from over 18 countries, including
representatives from both national parliaments and diplomatic corps, experts from partner
organisations, such as PACE, the United Nations system, NATO, the Arab Parliament, the
Hedaya Institute, as well as top national experts and representatives from the Academia and
civil society.
The event was opened by Hon. Pedro Roque, President of the PAM Political and Security
Committee, Mr Wojciech Sawicki, Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, and Mr Jan Kleijssen, Director of Information Society and Action
against crime Directorate at the Council of Europe.
Discussions focused on the threats posed by evolving terrorist strategies in relation to the
use of technology, including cybercrime and cyberterrorism, as well as the use of electronic
evidence to prevent terrorist acts, and to track, capture and prosecute terrorists.
The transborder nature of electronic
communication and digital evidence in terrorism cases were highlighted as a major
obstacle for national authorities to deal effectively with the phenomenon in their countterrorism efforts within national jurisdictions. The Budapest Convention on Cybercrime
and Electronic Evidence was presented as the main international instrument, which
allows for effective and timely international cooperation on electronic evidence in
counterterrorism. The debates explored the challenges and best practices from national
experiences in addressing cyber aspects of terrorism, and specifically the necessary
legislative action needed to harmonise national laws and practices to the international
standards, including safeguards, to balance the requirements of criminal justice
authorities with the protection of human rights and liberties. The event also included
special sessions for an exchange of views with a senior representative of the European
Court for Human Rights and with the Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe, as well as to visit to the CoE Assembly’s Plenary Chamber.
The outcomes of this meeting will contribute to the ongoing work of PAM on counterterrorism and will be presented at the Coordination
Meeting of the PAM Special Parliamentary Committee on Counter-terrorism, set to take place in Rome on 29 November. The
recommendations of this meeting will be also incorporated into the dedicated resolution on this issue, which will be put for adoption at the
next PAM Plenary Session set to take place in Athens in February 2020. Moreover, the reinforced cooperation between the Council of
Europe and PAM will serve as a basis for more joint actions in the future on issues of common concern.
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PAM addresses the Directors of national security services in Sochi
PAM attended and contributed to the 18th Meeting of the Heads of Special Services, Security Agencies and Law Enforcement
Organizations, which was kindly hosted by the Federal Security Services of Russia (FSB), in Sochi, Russian Federation, on 16-17
October 2019.
The meeting brought together more than 370 top experts from 80 national security services,
together with a selected number of international organizations, to review the present level of
threat posed by terrorist groups around the world, and to exchange best practices and key
information in counter-terrorism strategies.
In his address, on behalf of the PAM Special Committee on Terrorism, PAM Secretary
General, Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, highlighted the key mandate of national and
international parliaments in their legislative role in global counterterrorism efforts. He further
called for a greater exchange of information between MPs and national security agencies to
create the necessary synergies needed between the legislative and executive bodies to
reinforce counter-terrorism measures and international cooperation on these matters.
Amb. Jean Paul Laborde, in his intervention, highlighted the
current challenges posed by the use of technology by terrorists, and outlined the necessary international
cooperation needed to effectively reinforce security in the information space.

On the margins of the conference, PAM officials held several bilateral discussions with national delegations
from the USA, France, Italy, Russian Federation, Slovenia, Syria, Iran, Egypt, Sudan, and Israel among
others, as well as with the UN Office on Counter-terrorism, the UN Security Council CTED, and with the UN
ISIL (Da’esh)/Al-Qaida/ Taliban Monitoring Team. These consultations allowed PAM to finetune further its
activities on counter-terrorism, and discussions will continue at the upcoming Coordination Meeting of the
PAM Special Committee on Counter-terrorism in Rome, on 29 November.
The Rome meeting aims for PAM to consolidate those priority areas related to counter-terrorism, gather
concrete recommendations for the draft resolution to be presented at the next plenary session in Athens, and to
draw a preliminary work plan for the biennium of 2020-2021 for, inter alia, joint activities with its key
partners in this field. Shortly after the meeting, PAM will also sign a bilateral agreement with the United
Nations to consolidate and structure further their joint work on counter-terrorism.

PAM and the Council of Europe’s Member Parliaments to strengthen
further cooperation
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated in the European Conference of Presidents of Parliaments, held on
24 and 25 October in Strasbourg. PAM President Senator Alia Bouran, accompanied by Secretary General Ambassador Sergio Piazzi,
represented the Assembly on this important occasion.
The high-level meeting gathered the Parliamentary leaders of the 47 Member
States of the Council of Europe, together with partner countries, and heads of
international parliamentary organisations. The aim of the event, on the 70th
Anniversary of the Council of Europe, was to foster reflection and facilitate
discussion on the common European ideals and values that shape the policies and
standards of the Council of Europe.
The conference represented a perfect forum to host a debate on the central role of
Parliaments in addressing global issues, as outlined in the UN 2030 Agenda and
the Sustainable Development Goals. The event also featured a critical discussion
on the role that national Parliaments play in combating the increasing level of
harassment and hate speech towards female politicians and parliamentarians.
In her address, President Bouran highlighted that the challenges faced by Europe
are the same of those in southern and eastern neighbours, including on peace and security, terrorism, mass migrations, climate change,
poverty, food security, water, demographic trends, youth unemployment and trade wars.
President Bouran further underscored the political and security crises affecting the Euro-Mediterranean region, noting the evolving situation
in the Syrian conflict and the uncertain fate of ISIS Foreign Terrorist Fighters; the ongoing crisis in Libya; and the unacceptable deadlock in
the peace process between Israel and Palestine.
PAM President called on greater cooperation among the parliaments of the Euro-Mediterranean region, including through platforms such as
PAM, to address common concerns in a constructive and collaborative manner. “I believe”, she mentioned, “that PAM is the only political
organization today, where senior politicians from, among others, Israel, Palestine, Syria, Turkey, Lebanon, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, continue
to sit around the same table, and together with their European colleagues, discuss concrete issues, and often achieve consensus”.
In Strasbourg, the PAM delegation also spoke with the Presidents of Parliaments of Switzerland, Italy, Malta, Spain, Slovenia and France,
among others. In addition, Ambassador Piazzi took part in the regular meeting of the Secretaries General of European Parliaments.
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PAM joins the ASSECAA/ FAO Networks on Food Security
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) actively participated in the International Seminar “Parliamentary Networks on
Food Security Challenges”, held at the headquarters of the House of Councillors in Rabat, Morocco from 30th October till 1st November
2019.
The seminar was organized by the Association of Senate, Shoora, and Equivalent Councils
in Africa and Arab World (ASSECAA), in partnership with the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), in cooperation with PAM, and kindly hosted by
the House of Counselors of the Kingdom of Morocco.
The seminar was attended by 29 ASSECAA Member Councils, as well as 5 Arab and
Islamic, 3 African and 4 European and International Organizations. The conference aimed
at achieving an effective, goal-oriented dialogue, a fruitful exchange of information
between the various parliaments on food security issues and recommendations to pave the
way for consistent efforts with governments and various relevant sectors. In addition, the
seminar aimed at contributing to global efforts to achieve sustainable development goals,
in particular the second goal of combating hunger by 2030, improving food security and
promoting sustainable agriculture.
PAM delegation was led by Hon. Karim Darwish, PAM Vice-President and President of
the PAM 2nd Standing Committee on Economic Social and Environmental Cooperation,
and included Prof. Francesco Capozzi, University of Bologna, Member of the PAM Highlevel Academic Platform.
In his speech, Hon. Darwish stressed the vulnerability of the Mediterranean region in terms
of food insecurity and the challenges regarding food security, as a critical element of
political stability and social peace in the Mediterranean region and Africa. In this regard,
he also referred to the steadily growing population, and thus emphasized the particular
urgency of this problem. To tackle this issue, he highlighted the need to develop national
industries and invest in food production, including agriculture, fishery and power, as a
main obstacle to investments in Africa.
Additionally, Hon. Darwish emphasized the outstanding importance of limiting the impact and causes of climate change as a major
contributor to food insecurity. He ended his speech by drawing the attention to a meeting in Geneva in June 2020, where PAM and WTO will
jointly convene a parliamentary meeting on trade. Regarding this meeting Hon. Darwish extended an invitation to all participants to share
best practices in terms of food security supply.
As a senior member of the PAM Academic Platform, Prof. Capozzi presented the PRIMA research project, which aims at ensuring
sustainable water management for dry and semi-dry Mediterranean areas, sustainable farming systems under Mediterranean environmental
conditions, and Mediterranean chairs for regional and local development through research, innovation and joint solution development.
As outcome of the meeting, participants issued a joint Declaration on Food Security, in which close cooperation and coordination, especially
on the spheres of education, scientific research, possession and transfer of technology, enhancement of food security, economic exchange,
sustainable development, as well as sustained coordination through permanent institutional channels, in order to promote food security, were
agreed upon.

PAM strengthens partnership with the MCA Foundation in Barcelona
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) actively participated in the VIII MCA Foundation Meeting on Youth in the
Mediterranean, held from 7 to 10 November 2019 in Barcelona, Spain, kindly hosted by the European Institute of the Mediterranean.
The conference brought together more than 120 participants from 18 different countries with an age average of 34, and highlighted the role of
the youth, certainly the most vulnerable but also those with the best potential in our society.
PAM was represented by Hon. Yana Chiara Ehm, PAM Vice-president and President of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee on Dialogue
among Civilizations and Human Rights.
The Meeting approached 4 thematic axes, distributed in working agoras around the following themes: culture and identity; economy, mobility
and climate change; empowerment and citizenship, and new technologies and democracy.
In her address at the opening session of the conference, Hon. Ehm pointed out the importance to promote encounters between cultures,
religions, communities, especially with and for the youth, as a direct way to achieve peace in the Mediterranean and in the whole world. To
foster a culture of peace and non-violence, as well as a common understanding of a global society, young people should be supported, to
implement innovative approaches. In this regard, Hon. Yana stressed the need to provide access to education and the labor market, as it is a
great opportunity to close the gap between the ageing Northern and the poorer Southern countries, and to combat radicalization.
As an outcome of the meeting, the FACM Advisory Council issued a final declaration calling for action regarding the various institutional
approaches launched in the Mediterranean, such as the Barcelona Process and the European Neighborhood Policy, and requesting decisionmakers to provide real answers to the current challenges. Finally, the Council encouraged
youth to find peaceful and democratic solutions to the problems affecting the region.
Additionally, the “Statement of the Young Participants” was published, declaring their
responsibility, right and duty to build up a greater future in cooperation with other
generations. Universal values including solidarity, dignity, for all, with a particular focus
on women and environment should be strengthened. The statement also highlighted the
interconnection between youngsters all over the world, especially through social media, as
an opportunity to take part in social movements and revolutions, as well as to find and to
create development opportunities, fostering new approaches such as fair trade and social
economy.
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PAM contributes to the launch of the “South Days”: a new bridge between
the two Mediterranean shores
On 12 and 13 November, Hon. Giulio Centemero, co-President of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, and
Ambassador Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary General, represented the Assembly at the conference “the South Days: Southern Italy meets
Morocco”.
The meeting was co-organized, under the high patronage of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Mediterranean, by the Italian Confederation of Industry (Unione Industriali di
Napoli and Confindustria Caserta) and the Fondazione per la Sussidiarietà. These
institutions, already in the past, hosted major events of the PAM 2nd Standing
Committee.
Over two days, in Naples and Caserta, state representatives from Italy and Morocco,
regional economic institutions and the private sector, shared experiences and discussed
the new opportunities for the Mediterranean region and Southern Italy, taking stock of
the extraordinary development of the Moroccan Special Economic Zones (SEZ) and of
the prospects offered by the single African market. The event, at its first edition, included
plenary sessions, round tables and B2B, i.e. a number of bilateral meetings between
Italian and Moroccan companies and entrepreneurs. Future editions will be dedicated to
other countries of the PAM region, and the Assembly looks forward to promote similar
encounters in other countries in order to facilitate investments, economic integration, job
creations and trade opportunities.
The Conference benefitted from the contributions of H.E. Vincenzo Amendola, the Italian Minister for the European Affairs, H.E. Paola de
Micheli, the Italian Minister for Infrastructures and Trasnports, Mr. Driss Benhima, Director General of the Moroccan Agency of Investment
for Development and Exports, H.E. Youssef Balla, the Moroccan Ambassador in Italy and Hon. Andrea Cozzolino, the Head of the European
Parliament delegation for relations with Maghreb countries and the Arab Maghreb Union.
Hon. Centemero briefed participants on the successful outcomes of the PAM meeting in Milan on alternative capital markets, which will
become an annual event, and outlined the new “PAM Start Up Market” project, officially launched at the beginning of December. The project
foresees the establishment of a digital platform that enables entrepreneurs, start-uppers and investors to meet, and will provide them with
dedicated electronic tools to launch “capital calls” in a structured way. The platform intends to facilitate access to new investments
opportunities, to bolster the economy and reinforce business relationships.
On his side, Amb. Piazzi highlighted the importance of the parliamentary diplomacy as a mean of dialogue between key Euro-Mediterranean
actors. PAM, he continued, has a unique status in the region, and provides MPs from the Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions with a
strategic forum to cooperate on the crucial challenges of our time. He further sketched a global picture of the sensible and highly instable
political-economic situation of the Mediterranean, further aggravated by adverse climate conditions, which greatly affect a sustainable and
robust economic growth in the region.

PAM at 25th Lisbon Forum: Euro-Mediterranean parliamentarians reaffirm
commitment to Human Rights and SDGs
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean participated and actively contributed to the 25th Lisbon Forum, which took place on
25 and 26 November 2019, in Lisbon, organized by the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe.
The event focused on the relation between development and human rights, the rule of law and democracy, and their implications for the
global achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). To facilitate
debates and interaction, the meeting built on two panels on the overall subject of
the Forum, four workshops and one thematic panel.
The two-day event brought together 230 politicians, practitioners and
administrators from a wide range of institutional backgrounds and world regions.
Over forty speakers shared their views and experiences on the "Agenda 2030"
adopted in 2015 by the General Assembly of the United Nations on the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).
The Forum was opened by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, by
the former President of Portugal, Jorge Sampaio, by Miguel Angel Moratinos, on
behalf of the Secretary General of the United Nations, and by the Chair of the
Executive Committee of the North South Centre.
PAM was represented by Hon. Pedro Roque, PAM Vice-President and President
of the PAM 1st Standing Committee.
In his statement, Hon. Roque highlighted the link between the SDGs and human rights, as well as the role of regional Parliaments in
achieving these common goals, at both the national and international level, through a harmonized legislative action. In this regard, he
presented the action being carried out by PAM through its partnerships with several key international organizations, such as OHCHR,
UNCTAD, WTO, EBRD, and OECD.
He stressed the link between economic obstacles and dignified life, and referred to the new “Start Up Market Project”, launched by PAM in
November 2019, aimed at facilitating investments and eliminating financial barriers for those enterprises owned by women, young people
and migrants.
He also referred to environmental sustainability, as well as food and water security, and the strong commitment of PAM in addressing
climate change and managing massive migration flows.
The meeting sent a strong message that the implementation and promotion of the 2030 Agenda was, and must remain, a responsibility for all
stakeholders and the whole of society, and PAM is committed to contribute to achieve this goal. A report and related resolution on the role of
parliamentarians in promoting human rights will be presented and hopefully adopted by the Assembly on the occasion of its 14th Plenary
Session, to be held in Athens on 20-21 February 2020.
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PAM holds first annual Coordination Meeting of the Special Parliamentary
Committee on Counterterrorism
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) organized in Rome, on 29 November 2019, the first annual Coordination
Meeting of the PAM Special Parliamentary Committee on Counterterrorism.
The meeting, generously hosted by the Italian Parliament, gathered over 110
delegates from its member states. It included representatives from both national
and international parliaments, security executives from the USA and the Russian
Federation, diplomats, experts from partner organizations, such as OSCE PA,
the United Nations, NATO, Interpol, as well as top Italian government officials,
and representatives from the Academia and civil society.
The event was opened by Hon. Ettore Rosato, Vice President of the Italian
Chamber of Deputies, Sen. Alia Bouran, PAM President, Hon. Yana Chiara
Ehm, PAM Vice-President, and Hon. Gennaro Migliore, Chair of the PAM
Special Parliamentary Committee on counter-terrorism.
Discussions took stock of the recent work conducted by PAM on counterterrorism, including prosecution and repatriation of foreign terrorist fighters,
preventing terrorist movements through enhanced border security measures and
information sharing, promoting solidarity with victims of terrorism and
recognizing the role they can play in countering the spread of radicalization and
extremism, and addressing the cyber aspect of terrorism.
Presentations and debates were divided in four sessions. The first assessed the current threat of foreign terrorist fighters and the fate of their
families detained in Syria and Iraq. This included repatriation, prosecution and rehabilitation. The session underscored that the status quo
concerning ISIS survivors is dangerous and unsustainable. Short and medium threats lie in fighters escaping from the camps or coming back
to their countries of origin for committing terrorist attacks. While the long-term threat lies in the future of the women and children, the
nationality of many remains unidentified, and who continue to be exposed to radicalization in the detention camps.
The second session explored innovative ways to counter terrorist movements, such as the Advance passenger information (API) and
Passenger Name Records (PNR). These, as mandated by UNSC resolution 2396, are to be acquired by every State so that a single
government entity would gather data from airline companies, analyse them, and alert law enforcement as appropriate, while adhering to
international data protection standards.
Moreover, the third session discussed ways of addressing root causes of radicalization, and on how to address them. Debates highlighted the
role of victims of terrorism, and reinforcing the role of civil authorities and religious leaders by addressing societal exclusion, xenophobia
and racism, and the lack of economic opportunities. Particular attention must be paid to prevent the spread of radicalization in prisons, where
many returnees are being held.
The last session addressed the cyber aspects of terrorism, a necessary step in light of the constant evolution of new technologies, notably the
use of Internet for spreading propaganda and providing incitement and instructions to commit terrorist acts. Agreement was expressed on the
need to build strong international cooperation on the use of electronic evidence, given the widespread use of electronic communication and
digital evidence in terrorism cases. The lack of harmonized legislations, the difficulty for law enforcement agencies in accessing encrypted
communication and to intercept movements of crypto currencies by terrorists, as well as the reluctance by some social media networks to
facilitate the work of prosecutors were also noted with concern.
The outcome of this meeting will contribute to the ongoing work of PAM on counterterrorism and concrete recommendations will be
included in the resolution to be presented at the next PAM Plenary Session, set to take place in Athens in February 2020. A tailored work
plan for PAM counter terrorism activities in biennium of 2020-21, including a number of joint activities with its key partners and the
signature of a bilateral agreement with the UN, represents an additional result of the Rome conference.
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PAM commits further to environmental protection - COP21, Naples
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated and actively contributed, as Observer, to the 21st Conference of
the Parties of the UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention, which took place in Naples, Italy, from 2 to 5 December 2019, under the
Presidency of Italian Ministry of Environment.
The Conference gathered Ministers and senior officials representing all
Contracting Parties – 21 Mediterranean States, and more than 300
participants, including civil society and intergovernmental organizations, to
take stock of the most pressing environmental challenges for the
Mediterranean basin with a specific focus on Marine Litter, Blue Economy,
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and Biodiversity and Climate Change.
The Ministerial Segment of COP21 opened on 4 December 2019 with
statements from H.E. Mr. Sergio Costa, Minister for Environment, Land
and Sea Protection of Italy, and Ms. Joyce Msuya, Deputy Executive
Director of UNEP.
Hon. Gennaro Migliore, Member of the Italian Delegation to PAM,
represented the Assembly at the Ministerial session. In his intervention,
Hon. Migliore highlighted the extreme vulnerability of the Mediterranean,
widely recognised as a climate hot spot and where efforts to limit the raising
temperature at 1.5 degree above pre-industrial levels in the Mediterranean
region have already failed.
He referred to three main issues, namely the failure of governments in
implementing their international commitments on the protection of the
environment; the need for specific policies to guide enterprises and the private sector to become more green oriented; the worrying antiscientific movements, which require more awareness to address the severe environmental threats facing our region to be contrasted.
He further stressed the need of serious national legislations, policies and regulations, combined with regional and subnational actions to
implement the Paris agreement, and reaffirmed the crucial role of National and international parliaments in these efforts.
The Naples Declaration was fully adopted as a strong political support to the UNEP/MAP mandate in four priority areas, namely marine
litter, the blue economy, biodiversity and marine protected areas, and climate change
On the margins of the Conference, Hon. Migliore participated and actively contributed in the side event “the Mediterranean Sea. Sustainable
Tourism, marine protected areas, #PlasticFree” organized by Univerde Foundation, praising the role of young generations in advocating for
climate change action through social media.

PAM addresses the High-Level segment of the COP 25 in Madrid
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) actively participated and contributed to the 25th Conference of the Parties on
Climate Change organized by the UNFCCC.
The Conference, held under the Presidency of the Government
of Chile, was hosted by the Kingdom of Spain, in Madrid, from
2 to 13 December. The event gathered 197 Parties and
Observers States, and 1.232 Observer Organizations, reaching
some 27.000 participants.
The Conference is the most important event in 2019 to take
stock of global actions implemented to mitigate climate change
and to pave the way forward in the UN climate change
process. The key objective of the COP25 was to complete the
works of COP24, and render fully operative the Paris
Agreement, signed in 2015.
The conference included strategic work on climate action in
areas such as, finance, transparency of climate action, forests
and agriculture, technology, capacity building, loss and damage,
indigenous peoples, cities, oceans and gender.
Hon. Alain Perea, France, PAM Vice-President and Rapporteur on Climate Change, Hon Pedro Roque, Portugal, PAM President Emeritus,
and Sen. Aurel-Horea Soporan, Romania, represented PAM at the conference.
On 10 December, Hon Alain Perea delivered the PAM statement at the COP25 High-level segment, session that gathered Heads of State and
Government, ministers and representatives of Observer International Organizations. Hon. Perea, in his speech, highlighted the alarming
scientific evidence on the adverse impact of climate change, especially in the Mediterranean region, which is a climate hot-spot where
temperature is raising 20% faster than the global average. The Mediterranean region has already reached an average increase of temperature
at 1.6° Celsius above the pre-industrial period, and scientific projections put the foreseeable increase between 2.2° and 3.8° degrees in the
close future. “Concrete national legislations, policies and regulations, combined with regional and subnational actions”, he further stressed,
“must be timely implemented in respect to the Paris Agreement, while Parliamentarians need to act as overseers of Government policies”.
On the margins of the COP, PAM delegates also attended the “Parliamentary Meeting on the occasion of the United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP25)”, held at the Congress of Deputies Madrid, organised by the IPU and the Spanish Parliament.
On the sides of the event, PAM delegates also engaged in a number of bilateral meetings, including with Spanish MPs.
In spite of the high expectations, the State Parties failed to reach an agreement, and “the international community lost an important
opportunity to show increased ambition on mitigation, adaptation and finance to tackle the climate crisis” said the UN Secretary General,
disappointed with the results of the event. PAM shares his concerns and will remain committed to the climate change issue. In particular, a
report on the subject will be presented at the next Plenary Session to be held in Athens next February and a resolution calling for
parliamentary action will be submitted for adoption.
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PAM attended the 26th OSCE Ministerial Council
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean was represented at the 26 th Ministerial Council of the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), held in Bratislava on 5-6 December 2019, hosted by the Slovak Chairmanship, under the leadership of
Foreign Minister Miroslav Lajčák, Chairperson-in-Office.
During the two days, Foreign Ministers and high level delegates of
the 57 OSCE Member States and 11 OSCE Partners for Cooperation, discussed many strategic issues, namely, the armed
conflict in Ukraine, Negotiations on the Transdniestrian Settlement
Process in the "5+2" Format, Western Balkans, Violence against
women, Trafficking of human beings, and, also of particular interest
for PAM, issues related to fight against terrorism, climate change,
migration and the protection of human rights.
While Member States could not reach consensus on many of the draft
resolutions initially tabled, this Ministerial conference remains one of
the most important forum to bring to the same table all countries of
the OSCE region, which spans from Vancouver to Vladivostok, to
discuss and find ways to resolve regional crises. Among the decisions
adopted, Sweden and Poland were identified as holding the
forthcoming Chair for, respectively, 2021 and 2022.
In Bratislava, the OSCE Chairmanship was transferred from Slovakia to Albania, and Prime Minister and Foreign Minister ad interim Edi
Rama will lead the organization in 2020, culminating in the 27 th OSCE Ministerial Council to take place in Tirana next December.
As every year, the OSCE Council represented an excellent opportunity for PAM delegates to liaise with representatives from OSCE States
and partners, in particular the Mediterranean ones, and the OSCE PA, in order to further strengthen cooperation. PAM also welcomes the
decision adopted by the Council of renaming the “Contact Group with Mediterranean Countries” as OSCE Mediterranean Partners for Cooperation.

PAM at Euro-Mediterranean Days in Rabat engaged against violent
extremism and radicalization
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean participated to the Euro-Mediterranean Seminar for the Engagement of Youth and
Women Against Extreme Violence and Radicalization, that took place from December 12 to 13, 2019, in Rabat, Morocco, organized by
the UNESCO Chair in the Prevention of Violent Radicalization and Extremism collaborated with Network Practicies H2020, l’Université
Toulouse II Jean Jaurès, l’Association des militants des savoirs and l’Université de Mohamed V.
The aim of this two-day seminar was to bring together scientific experts
from Europe, Africa and the Mediterranean, political decision makers
from the cities and countries involved, professionals, as well as the
economic actors. This meeting’s three objectives were to produce a
database of skills and experts in prevention; to build consensus and
dissensus regarding social prevention for youth and women
(development, education, gender balance, fighting against radicalization,
citizenship, equal opportunities, employability, etc.) and to produce a
scientific action plan and operational recommendations for the EuroMediterranean area.
The meeting was addressed by a representative of the Moroccan Minister
of Justice and the Minister of National Education, Vocational Training,
Higher Education and Scientific Research, the French ambassador to
Morocco, representative of the UNESCO office in Rabat, Le président de
l'université Euromed de Fès (UEMF), Mostapha Bousmina, and it was
attended by university professors, experts, researchers, students and
national and international associations.
The PAM delegation included Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh, President Emeritus
of the PAM, Hon. Sandrine Morch, PAM Rapporteur on Human Rights,
Hon. Mohamed Hejira, member of the Moroccan delegation to PAM, and Mrs. Fatima Khachi, Deputy to the PAM Secretary General.
Sen. Lmarbouh noted in his statement at the opening session the need to strengthen preventive and educational measures against
radicalization, in particular among young people, which are most vulnerable to extremism, stressing the important role of this age group in
the fight against extremism and the spread of values of tolerance and coexistence. Furthermore, he reminded the commitment of the PAM
concerning counterterrorism, mentioning the Resolution adopted during the 13 th Plenary Session and de recommendation to effectively
implement the UNSC Resolution on de-radicalization and rehabilitation of the foreign terrorist fighters.
Hon. Sandrine Morch intervened during the first round table, which addressed the role of the social prevention for youth, and highlighted the
importance of integrating young people into society and creating spaces, places or moments dedicated to them.
Mrs. Fatima Khachi intervened at the round table on “Fundamental rights and the gender issues” and presented the PAM activities on human
rights and counter terrorism, highlighting the crucial responsibility of the social and mass media in the perception of the female gender, since
they should have the essential role to widespread positive images on women.
The objective of this meeting was to launch the network of the UNESCO Chair in the Euro-Mediterranean region, of which PAM has become
a founding member.
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