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The Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean is the principal forum 
where the national Parliaments of 
the Euro-Mediterranean region 
deliberate to reach those strategic 
objectives towards the creation of the 
best political, social, economic and 
cultural environment and conditions for 
the fellow citizens of the member 
states. 
 
 
PAM is an international organization, an 
Observer at the General Assembly of 
the United Nations, with a specific 
international juridical status. The 
Assembly plays a fundamental role as 
the inter-parliamentary 
organization whose activities are 
firmly rooted as the instrument of 
parliamentary diplomacy also to 
support the work of other international 
bodies entrusted with the responsibility 
to foster security, stability and peace 
in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 
 
 
Over the years, PAM has established 
itself as the main actor of parliamentary 
diplomacy in the Euro-Mediterranean 
region, and its commitment to the 
founding principles and its Charter, is 
guaranteed by the continued support of 
all its member parliaments. 
 
 
Through PAM, political dialogue and 
understanding between its Member 
States and their citizens, is 
strengthened and this is achieved, 
notably, by: 
 
Fostering and building confidence 
among Euro-Mediterranean States; 
Guaranteeing regional security, 
stability and promoting peace; 
Consolidating the endeavours of Euro-
Mediterranean States; 
Presenting opinions and 
recommendations to national 
parliaments and governments, regional 
organizations and international fora. 
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PAM consolidates its unique role of Parliamentary 
Forum for dialogue and action, gathering more 
than 240 delegates from the Euro-Mediterranean 
and Gulf regions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The 14th Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) took 
place in Athens on 20-21 February 2020, generously hosted by the Hellenic Parliament. 

More than 240 parliamentarians and representatives from 53 national, international 
parliaments and international organizations attended the Session. Members from the Greek 
Government and the Hellenic Parliament, parliamentary delegates and, among others, UN 
agencies and programs’ representatives, the Arab IPU, the Arab Parliament, the Arab League, 
the Pan-African Parliament, the Mediterranean Citizens’ Assembly Foundation (MCAF), 
Academia, diplomatic corps, as well as representatives of financial institutions and civil 
society actively contributed to the debates. 

PAM delegations were welcomed by H.E. Hon. Constatine An. Tassoulas, President of the 
Hellenic Parliament, who opened the Session together with Sen. Dr. Alia Bouran, PAM 
President, Hon. Christos Kellas, Head of the Greek delegation, and H.E. Elsa Papadimitriou, 
former PAM Vice-President and former Vice-President of the Hellenic Parliament. The hosts 
opened the works highlighting the unique mission of the Assembly in the current 
Mediterranean political context, namely developments in the MENA region, the evolving 
threat of terrorism, challenges to sustainable economy and fight to climate change, the status 
of human rights and mass migration governance.  

H.E. Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General, addressed a special message to the Assembly 
calling upon PAM’s key role in keeping Governments accountable and enacting legislation to 
promote peace and security, sustainable development and a fair globalization for all.  

On 20 February, national delegates debated political instability in the MENA region and 
analysed the current challenges in critical hotspots, including ongoing conflicts in Libya and 
Syria, the increasing instability in the Sahel, the stall of negotiations between Israel and 
Palestine, as well as the water crisis along the Nile basin and the financial emergency in 
Lebanon.  

Delegates reasserted their full commitment to promote political solutions to these conflicts 
and for achieving the Two State solution in the Middle East using all the tools of 
parliamentary diplomacy. 

On the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic, Dr. Trias, Special Representative of the 
Director General of the World Health Organization, provided PAM delegates with an updated 
and tailored briefing about the present level of hazard and the contribution required by 

(Continued on page 2) 
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parliamentarians in ensuring a proper support to national health authorities.    

With an eye to socio-economic challenges and sustainable development, the Plenary Session also discussed the strategic role of SMEs and 
Start-ups in the Euro-Mediterranean region, the need for regional economic integration and the access by enterprises to alternative capital 
markets through new and flexible legislations. The “Start-up Market Project”, launched by PAM in December 2019, was highlighted as a 
concrete answer to this necessity, by bringing together start-uppers and investors through a better structured ‘capital calls’ initiative. Delegates 
praised the strengthened PAM partnership with the OECD, World Bank, IMF, UNCTAD and other IFIs, which will allow a new 
comprehensive parliamentary approach to the specificities of the Mediterranean region’s economy.  

Parliamentarians reaffirmed their oversight mandate in ensuring that governments effectively deal with climate change. Converting to a new 
sustainable eco-friendly economy, a more efficient waste management system, and adding funds and investments for the environmental 
sustainability, were some of the measures agreed upon by the delegates, and which will be brought for further discussions to their capitals. 

On 21 February, the general debate was dedicated to Migration and Human Rights. In restating their commitment in promoting and protecting 
human rights, delegates pledged to support the creation of a better tailored mechanism to provide all kind of migrants with basic needs and 
services, while respecting national laws in countries of origin, transit and destination. Parliamentarians also called upon the international 
community and the EU to address the root causes of migration and to enhance economic development to avoid further instability, which 
forces people to flee from their homeland in search for better economic opportunities or protection.  

The annual PAM Prize was awarded to 13 individuals and institutions, from different 
parts of the Euro-Mediterranean region, who operated in favour of peace, stability, 
humanity and prosperity for the peoples of the Mediterranean, in the spirit of PAM’s 
mandate.  

The Assembly also unanimously extended the mandate of Amb. Sergio Piazzi, as the 
Secretary General of PAM, for a new term of 4 years, until the 19th plenary session of 
2025. 

The session ended with the handover ceremony of the PAM Presidency from Sen. Alia 
Bouran (Jordan) to Hon. Karim Darwish (Egypt).  

The 15th Plenary Session of the Assembly will be graciously hosted by the Italian 
Parliament and the Sardinia Region, in Cagliari, in February 2021. 
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PAM attended the OECD Global Parliamentary Network Meeting in Paris 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) was represented at and actively contributed to the OECD Global 
Parliamentary Network Meeting, jointly organized with the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and in partnership with Women Political 
Leaders, held in Paris from 24 to 26 February 2020.  

Hon. Abdelmadjid Dennouni, Vice-President of PAM and Hon. Sandrine Mörch, PAM 
Rapporteur on Human Rights attended the event. 

Throughout the conference, participants discussed the global economic outlook and fiscal 
challenges resulting from the digitalization of the economy, as well as the global energy 
outlook and its implications for the energy security and sustainable development. 
Representatives of national and regional parliaments also debated the usefulness of the 
Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) indicators and analyzed the success of 
the most rapidly improving education systems. 

PAM delegates’ participation in the event reinforces the existing cooperation between PAM 
and OECD. The two organizations are already exploring joint work between the PAM’s 
Economic Panel and the OECD Working Party on SMEs and Entrepreneurship. Furthermore, 
PAM’s MPs, as lawmakers, are key actors, in this strategic partnership, in shaping legislative 
harmonization and regulatory frameworks in accordance with the technological and financial 
“revolution” the world is witnessing, to foster a sustainable, innovative and inclusive 
development model in the Mediterranean region. 

Moreover, in light of the PAM Resolution on human rights, unanimously adopted by the recent PAM Plenary Session in Athens, establishing 
a special task-force on Artificial Intelligence (AI), PAM also welcomed the decision of OECD to organize the 1st meeting of the OECD 
Parliamentary Group on AI, based on the adoption of the 2019 OECD Principles on Artificial Intelligence. 

The OECD Global Parliamentary Network Meeting represented an excellent opportunity for PAM delegates to liaise with fellow 
parliamentarians from OECD countries, in order to further strengthen cooperation. 

PAM at the EvalMENA Conference 2020 in Jordan 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), represented by its Vice-President, Hon. Belal Qasem, participated and 
contributed to the 8th Middle East and North Africa Evaluators Network (EvalMENA) Conference 2020. The conference, dedicated to 
“Evaluation for Sustainability and Change”, took place from 28 February to 1 March 2020 at the King Hussein Bin Talal Convention 
Centre on the Dead Sea.  

The meeting, sponsored by the State of Palestine, was organized with the support 
of local and international partners, including UNICEF, World Food Program and 
FAO, and held under the auspices of the Palestinian Evaluation Association. 

During his intervention at the opening session, Hon. Qasem, speaking on behalf of 
PAM, referred to the importance of evaluation in stimulating work and achieving 
results in the stage of building State institutions and the challenges ahead. 

Some 50 speakers addressed national and international experts from 15 countries. 
The programme of the event included training workshops and various sessions 
aimed at spreading the culture of evaluation and its role in achieving SDGs, in 
order to ensure the optimal use of resources, in addition to improving academic 
and development programs.  

The conference dealt with different themes, among others: the use of focused 
evaluation in the MENA region; the role of the stakeholders in evaluation; the 
evaluation of resilience and Climate Change, evaluators’ competencies and 
professionalization in MENA region beyond 2020; new trends in evaluation, 
innovative methodologies and related challenges.  

The Middle East and North Africa Evaluators Network (EvalMENA) was established in 2011 to offer development evaluation in the MENA 
region by catalysing new thinking and adapting innovative approaches, with a particular emphasis on increasing the body of knowledge on 
evaluation in the Arabic language. The network includes eight Arab associations from the countries of the Middle East and North Africa. 

On the side of the conference, Hon. Belal Qasem also participated at a major television programme at which we presented the activities and 
mandate of PAM, including its ongoing projects dedicated to the support of SMEs, to academic and research cooperation, and to the 
internship programme for students from the MENA region. 
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27-03-2020  

Coronavirus - Impact on Migrants and Refugees 

As the world confronts the COVID-19 pandemic, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean salutes the immense efforts to date to 
combat this crisis and urges that all – including migrants regardless of migratory status, refugees and displaced persons – are included in 
national and international efforts to mitigate and roll back the impact and consequences of the pandemic.  

Migrants and people on the move face the same health threats from COVID-19 as host populations, but may face particular vulnerabilities 
due to the circumstances of their journey and the poor living and working conditions, in which they can find themselves, or obstacles in 
accessing health care.    

Many refugees are already struggling to survive around the world, and failing to counter the spread of the virus among at crowded refugee 
camps could undercut any success in containing the outbreak and enable it to spread further, thus causing devastating consequences. Aid and 
health workers are warning that a coronavirus outbreak would be devastating for nearly a million displaced people in North-West Syria, 
especially now that the first case of COVID-19 in the country has been reported. 

To that end, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean considers essential a comprehensive approach to the current health crisis, 
which includes migrants, regardless of status, refugees and displaced persons, as an integral part of any effective public health response, 

ensuring equitable access to treatment.  

On 20 March, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) disseminated a plan to 
address these aspects of the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic with a new 
funding requirement of USD 116.1 million. On 23 March, WHO reported that the outbreak 
has affected some 166 countries with approximatively about 380,000 confirmed cases. 
Close to 16,000 people have so far lost their lives. According to IOM, the COVID-19 
outbreak is fast becoming the largest mobility crisis ever seen. It is changing patterns of and 
acceptance toward migration, services offered by airlines, attitudes towards foreigners, as 
well as border and migration management regimes. An unprecedented number of people are 
becoming stranded on their journeys. As a result, many United Nations interventions, 
including refugee resettlement operations, have been scaled back or suspended temporarily. 

The new IOM COVID-19 Global Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan (SRP) covers all regions of the world, and comprises a wide 
range of on-going and planned activities. These include, inter alia, emergence of humanitarian needs in new settings; cross-border 
coordination; capacity-building for government staff on disease surveillance; setting up or enhancing hand-washing facilities at entry points; 
support with case management; monitoring and mapping of people’s movements within and across borders; improvement of displacement 
sites to ensure site safety and hygiene and that livelihoods are sustained; and the dissemination of information on how to stay healthy, 
specifically targeting migrants, refugees and displaced persons. The SRP spans 10 areas of work: coordination and partnerships, risk 
communication and community engagement, disease surveillance, point of entry, national laboratory system, infection prevention and 
control, case management and continuity of essential services, protection, displacement tracking, as well as logistics, procurement and supply 
chain management. The geographic prioritization of the appeal is based on existing national and IOM capacities, and out of the 116.1 million 
requested, over USD 43.4 million are to cover interventions in Eastern, Western, and Central Africa; and more USD 17 million are for the 
Middle East and Northern Africa. 

In order to avoid a rapid spread of the virus, PAM recommends its Member States to contribute to the OIM appeal and to put in place the 
necessary national and regional measures to protect the health of migrants in immigration screening, transit and/or detention centres, which 
are too often overcrowded and lack adequate healthcare and sanitation, and urgently establish non-custodial alternatives to detention as a 
measure to mitigate these risks. In this regard, PAM calls also for international support to help host countries step up these services, in line 
with the PAM resolution on migration and refugee flows adopted one month ago.  

Moreover, PAM wishes to recall that the measures taken to tighten controls at the borders in an effort to contain the spread of COVID-19, 
must respect human rights and be implemented in a non-discriminatory manner, in line with international law, in full regard of the right to 
seek asylum, and prioritizing the protection of the most vulnerable.    

Further, it is important that migrants and refugees are included in measures that are being introduced to mitigate the economic downturn 
caused by COVID-19. With the International Labour Organization (ILO)’s estimating a potential of 25 million persons losing their jobs 
worldwide, because of the economic slow-down and possible recession, migrants and refugees will remain among most vulnerable 
population groups to be affected and at risk of stigmatization. 

No country today can wall itself off from the impact of the coronavirus, both in the literal sense and – as falling stock markets and closed 
schools demonstrate – economically and socially. Only with an inclusive approach and international cooperation, we can overcome this 
global crisis of unprecedented magnitude and proportions. 

 

THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 
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31.03.2020 

Coronavirus – Projected Impact on Economy and Social Well Being and 
action required 

The COVID-19 outbreak is not just an unprecedented threat to health. The current pandemic, in fact, is to be considered “a bigger 
economic threat than the financial crisis of 2008-9” as written recently on the Financial Times by Chief Economics Commentator, 
Martin Wolf. Also according to IMF Chief Economist Gita Gopinath, the World is sliding towards a “recession worse than the 2008 
financial crisis”.  

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) salutes the exceptional and brave efforts of health workers and the scientific 
community to combat this virus and, at the same time, urges all leaders, at national and international level, also to focus on livelihood of 
“people – families, low-wage workers, small and medium enterprises and the informal sector”, as called for by the UN Secretary 
General, Antonio Gutierres. 

For many years, PAM has worked at addressing and softening the financial constraints encountered by Micro, Small and Medium Size 
enterprises (SMEs) and Start-Ups in accessing credit in the Euro-Mediterranean regions. SMEs generate more than 90% of new jobs in the 
Mediterranean, represent 99% of businesses and employ two third of the active working population in Europe and MENA regions.  

A few months ago, PAM launched a dedicated digital platform, the “Start-up Market Project” enabling entrepreneurs, start-uppers and 
investors to meet and identify options. In the wake of the pandemic, more voices have now piled up, asking to bailout such enterprises, before 
any other sector, as many SMEs, without appropriate economic support, will not be able to stay in business until the end of the summer, due 
to the cash crunch. This is also more frightful in light of ILO Director General, Guy Rider’s alert, launched last week, that up to 24.7 million 
jobs could be lost globally, and that “sustaining business operations will be particularly difficult for SMEs”. 

According to the OECD specialized report “Covid-19: SME Policy Responses”, SMEs will be affected both on the demand side, with a 
dramatic and sudden loss of revenue and cash flow, but also on the supply side. This because supply chains will be disrupted or interrupted 
and a reduction of supply of labour will likely take a high tool on the enterprises. 

In the last few days, UNCTAD has also updated its estimates of COVID-19’s economic impact and revisions of earnings of the largest 
multinational enterprises (MNEs), which now suggest that the downward pressure on Foreign Direct Investment flows could range from -
30% to -40% during 2020 and 2021. 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean considers essential to listen to the severe warning of former ECB President, Mario Draghi, 
that “the cost of hesitation may be irreversible”. Parliamentarians play a fundamental role in spurring their governments to provide, in such 
exceptional circumstances, transition capital to suffering businesses and to lose regulations standing in the way. More than 40-high profile 
economists, advocate using fiscal firepower for a Draghi’s inspired “whatever it takes” economic response to the COVID-19 crisis. 

Professional economic forecast is becoming daily out of date. Goldman Sachs has predicted a GDP slump ranging between -8% and -15%. 
On 23 March, IMF Managing Director, Kristalina Georgieva, raised hopes saying that the Monetary Fund “expects global recovery in 2021”, 
but predicting that ‘many emerging markets and low-income countries face significant challenges’. Along these lines, PAM, member of the 
IMF-WB Parliamentary Network, supports the joint call for action issued by the World Bank and the IMF to the G20 requesting the adoption 
of debt relief measures for the poorest countries and will endorse such proposal during the next meeting. 

On 25 March, the UN Secretariat, supported by WFP, WHO, 
IOM, UNDP, UNFPA, UN-Habitat, UNHCR, UNICEF and 
OCHA, launched a $2 billion project, the COVID-19 Global 
Humanitarian Response Plan, that calls to raise funding to fight 
the virus in the world’s poorest countries, and to address the needs 
of the most vulnerable people, especially women and children. 
IOM alone needs 63 million to assist migrants stranded in the 
MENA region.  

PAM calls on its Member States to encourage their governments 
to contribute to the Global Humanitarian Response Plan, and to 
put in place the necessary national and regional measures to 
protect countries of the Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions 
against the serious impact on economic growth, reduction of 
industrial and tertiary services production, but also the negative 
effects on domestic consumptions, supply chains, international 
trade and balance of payments brought by the virus. In particular, 
PAM recalls the necessity to secure the continuity of the supply 
chain for all essential commodities and services such as food, 
time-critical productive and agriculture inputs.  

Furthermore, PAM calls for solidarity to support those war-torn 
member countries in North Africa and the Middle East, all facing 
very harsh impact on their health systems, as much on the 
economic and social well-being of their people.   

Never have so many world leaders and experts announced “We 

are at war” so bluntly as today. Extraordinary measures are 
requested. PAM fully shares the UNSG remarks to ‘welcome 
infusions of liquidity and social and economic support in developed countries’, but also to ‘wave those sanctions that can undermine 
countries’ capacity to respond to the pandemic’. 

https://www.ft.com/content/348e05e4-6778-11ea-800d-da70cff6e4d3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wG_P3fcPTJY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/230320_sg_letter_g20_covid-19.pdf
https://cf5893147ur69.cdnserver.net/pam/downloads/Call_for_interest_PAM_Startup_Market_EN-FR.docx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=share&v=tfKARYfdJKk&app=desktop
https://oecd.dam-broadcast.com/pm_7379_119_119680-di6h3qgi4x.pdf
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2313&Sitemap_x0020_Taxonomy=UNCTAD%2520Home;#2311;
https://www.ft.com/content/c6d2de3a-6ec5-11ea-89df-41bea055720b
https://voxeu.org/system/files/epublication/COVIDEconomicCrisis.pdf
https://voxeu.org/system/files/epublication/COVIDEconomicCrisis.pdf
https://fortune.com/2020/03/20/recession-us-gdp-negative-growth-q2-predictions/
https://mailchi.mp/63aed5e3b46e/pn-news-covid-19-statement-by-the-imf-managing-director-kristalina-geogieva-2734421?e=06db7de6c8
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/03/25/pr20103-joint-statement-world-bank-group-and-imf-call-to-action-on-debt-of-ida-countries
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/press-releases/covid-19-global-humanitarian-response-plan
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/press-releases/covid-19-global-humanitarian-response-plan
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14.04.2020 

Covid-19 Pandemic and Food Security in the PAM region 
The Covid-19 pandemic is having a tremendous impact on our societies, notably with severe strains on our healthcare systems, dramatic 
consequences on our economies, and serious disruptions to our daily lives. In this context, and following the warnings issued by relevant 
international organizations, it is essential to consider the effects that the pandemic may have on food security and for the international 
community to take appropriate and urgent action to mitigate the situation.  

As of early April 2020, there has been minimal disruptions to the 
global food supply chain, but this may not be the case for 
long. Experts are suggesting that while the current global food 
supply is adequate to meet the demand, disruptions in the global 
supply chains and panic buying by wholesalers may lead to severe 
market disturbances, causing prices to rise and reduce access to 
food for the most vulnerable populations.  

A number of countries have begun to put export restrictions on 
certain staple foods to protect domestic markets. This is a 
worrying sign, because such actions may have disruptive impact 
on supply chains. The Directors-General of the World Health 
Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organisation, and the 
World Trade Organization, have issued a joint statement urging 
governments to refrain from taking trade-related measures that 
would disrupt global supply chains.  

There are many countries that could suffer from market shocks 
and potential food insecurity. According to the World Food Program (WFP), countries in the PAM region which are at the most risk are 
Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Palestine, and Syria.  

Furthermore, the WFP indicates that the most vulnerable countries are those which are considered low-income, those which are heavily 
dependent on imports, those which have limited foreign currency reserves, or those which are heavily dependent on the tourism sector.  

Moreover, the report identifies Africa as the region most at risk, as it is home to the majority of the world’s food insecure populations. In 
addition, many countries of the Sahel, southern neighbours of the PAM region, are indicated as the most vulnerable. Previous epidemics can 
give us a glimpse of impact on food security in Africa. For example, during the Ebola outbreak in West Africa in 2014 there was a dramatic 
increase on staple food prices, up to 150% in the affected areas. Additionally, there is currently an unprecedented plague of locust swarms 
in East Africa and surrounding regions which are destroying crops and may further severely affect food security in these countries.  

In addition to the direct consequences on the food insecure populations, sharp spikes in staple food prices are known to trigger social unrest 
and violence, including food riots, anti-government demonstrations, and an array of anti-social behaviour. In the context of the Covid-19 
pandemic, this may result in the collapse of quarantine and social distancing measures, looting and other types of property crimes, or even 
larger political unrest, thereby exacerbating the epidemic and causing further instability.  

There are several policy recommendations for countries to take, which can mitigate the negative impact of the pandemic on food security:  

• To closely monitor food prices and markets, and to disseminate this information transparently in order to guide government policy 
and avoid public panic;  

• To meet the immediate food needs of their most vulnerable populations and boost social protection programs, including direct cash 
transfer assistance, for those whose livelihoods are dependent on the most affected sectors;  

• To keep the flow of trade open and ensure that global supply chains continue to function normally. This particularly includes the 
constant review of pandemic response policies and their potential impact, avoiding imposing measures that would restrict trade and 
mobility of commodities, removing logistical bottlenecks, and reviewing tariff and taxation policies. Countries must not use the 
Covid-19 pandemic as an excuse to issue disruptive trade protectionist policies.  

Parliaments, through their legislative and oversight functions, play a key role in responding to the pandemic and in ensuring that governments 
properly address food security at the national level. On a regional level, PAM as a platform can assist, in cooperation with the UN, in 
identifying and sharing best practices and lessons learned in the event of food shortages.  

PAM has always paid special attention to food security, as the Mediterranean region has particular vulnerabilities in this regard, notably 
associated with the effects of climate change and management of water resources. Most recently, PAM joined the Parliamentary Network for 
Food Security in Africa and the Arab World, which held its first meeting in Morocco in October 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061032
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/03/world/europe/03reuters-health-coronavirus-trade-food-factbox.html
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1268719/icode/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000114040/download/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000114040/download/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/coronavirus-disrupts-staple-crop-production-impact-food-security1/
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/common/ecg/562/en/DL498e.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/document/Poverty%20documents/Introduction%20Guide%20for%20the%20Food%20Riot%20Radar.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca1587en/CA1587EN.pdf
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000114040/download/
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/q-and-a/en/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1268719/icode/
https://www.agrilinks.org/post/preventing-global-food-security-crisis-under-covid-19-emergency
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17.04.2020 

Coronavirus and Climate change: what science tells us 
The sudden Covid-19 outbreak and an exponentially rising climate change are both posing unprecedented challenges to our planet and 
the international community at large. 

Never has science been so central to our lives as today. The pandemic crisis reinforces the importance of science through evidence-informing 
government policies and direct role in decision making. A few days ago, the UN Secretary General, Antonio Gutierres, appealed to the world 
community on the need to ‘increase ambition and action on climate change especially as countries take measures to recover from the 
coronavirus crisis’. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) fully shares his call. 

In a recent interview, the UN Secretary General also warned that Covid-19’s long term impact will be ‘to look into climate change, because 
there is a clear demonstration that when we rebuild our economies, we will have a chance to do it in a more sustainable way. Now, that we 
consume less energy, we move less, it is a moment to look at how to do it better in the future’. In fact, since the beginning of the crisis an 
increasing number of studies has analysed the direct impact of weakened human activity. 

Due to the limitations imposed in relation to COVID 19, in China, carbon emissions fell by around 25% over a four-week period, and global 
carbon dioxide emissions could fall by 0.3 percent to 1.2 percent in 2020. In the EU, daily emissions have fallen 58% compared to pre-crisis 
levels. In the UK, air pollution levels have dropped significantly since the country went into lockdown, with some cities observing nitrogen 
dioxide levels fall by up to 60%. Similarly, in Northern Italy, the Copernicus Satellite system has revealed a drastic reduction in such 
emissions. Unfortunately, as indicated by researchers at Istituto Affari Internazionali, ‘it is unlikely that Covid-19 is going to be good for the 
planet. Reductions in local pollution and greenhouse gas emissions due to lower mobility and economic activity are only going to be 
temporary’. 

It is also interesting to note that the SARS-COV-2, the virus behind the Covid-19 pandemic, might be getting a helping hand from 
atmospheric pollution. A study from Harvard University connects the impact of the novel coronavirus on highly polluted areas of the U.S. 
and found correlation between long-term air pollution exposure and consistent rise in the Covid-19 death rate. Moreover, scientists from 
the Italian National Research Council took into account the high concentration of Covid-19 in the Po river Valley in Italy, one of the most 
polluted areas in Europe, and proposed to begin studying the trend of Covid-19 indicators and of the concentration of air 
particulates, suggesting that fine particle matters, as PM10, possibly being a Covid-19 vector. While such studies still need to be peer-
reviewed and extended in their geographical scope, they suggest another layer of urgency to cleaning up pollution. 

Similarly, international cooperation on ozone-depleting chemicals suggests that damaged climate systems could be partially healed, if 
governments would act promptly and deal with the causes of pollution. Now, more than ever, it is essential that PAM Delegates be familiar 
with these factors and studies, in order to be able to push for an enhanced accountability of governments towards their citizens, when the 
present crisis will be over.  

This is relevant to MPs responsibilities, as rising health and financial fears could divert public attention from the climate change question, 
which had raised as a high priority for many citizens in the past few years. Instead, experts of MIT Technology Review have suggested that 
long-lasting shifts in carbon-intensive behaviours could take place as people start preferring remote working and virtual conferences. 

PAM fully understands and supports the decision of the United 
Kingdom and the UNFCCC Bureau to postpone the COP26 UN 
Climate change conference to 2021, given the need to prioritize 
the suppression of the virus and to safeguard as more lives as 
possible. At the same time, PAM shares the wish expressed by 
the UN that ‘solidarity and greater ambition are needed more 
than ever to transition to a sustainable, resilient low carbon 
economy that limits global warming to 1.5 degree Celsius’, as 
well as that by the UN Climate Change Executive 
Secretary Patricia Espinosa for the international community to 
‘continue to support and to urge nations to significantly boost 
climate ambition in line with the Paris Agreement’. 

With the current priority being to help overwhelmed health 
systems and raising unemployment in the short term, climate 
change should never be taken out of the parliamentary radar of 
action. The pandemic crisis shall not divert the spotlight from the 

results achieved so far, and avoid that climate change only appears as a more distant threat. Instead, as said by the lead economist of the 
World Bank, Stephane Hallegatte, ‘If we get it right, the response to Covid-19 may not only minimize pain, and suffering now, but can also 
build the foundation for a greener, safer, and more prosperous future’. 
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21.04.2020 

PAM calls for urgent action to combat the surge in domestic violence 

It is unfortunately and widely known that, in times of crisis, violence against women, girls and children is likely to increase.  

Governments and media reports from PAM region are now consistent in indicating that since the outbreak of COVID-19, domestic 
violence has increased exponentially. Moreover, the increase in reports of domestic violence is happening at the same time when many 
national and community services to assist the victims of domestic violence are hampered by the limitations resulting from lockdowns and 
quarantine.  

Members of governments, social services, experts and journalists are reporting that life-saving care and support to women, girls and 
children, who experienced different types of abuses (i.e. clinical management of rape/abuses and mental health and psycho-social support), 
have been affected due to many of the health service providers being overburdened themselves in handling COVID-19 cases. Even where 
basic essential services are still in place, in certain situations, a breakdown in or interruption of a coordinated response between different 
sectors, i.e., health, police and justice and social services response, and social distancing, means that the capacity of these sectors is limited 
in providing meaningful and relevant support to women, girls and children who are experiencing violence.  

In other cases, where movement is restricted, and/or where access to quality essential services is limited, or being administered differently, 
as a result of social distancing (e.g. counselling by phone, emails or other platforms), requests for help have been either decreasing in some 
countries, or to the opposite multiplied. In countries facing disruption in social services, women, girls and children may not be able al all to 
reach those networks and organizations that normally provide support and recognize abuse (e.g. women’s rights networks, teachers, health 
workers, faith leaders, community development officers, etc.). 

The issue of raising domestic violence was debated in depth at 14th Plenary Session held in Athens at the end of February 2020, during the 
presentation of the report and resolution on “PAM MPs for Human Rights”, prepared by Hon. Sandrine Morch (France). On that occasion 
PAM member States were invited to reflect on how to improve the current legislation and prosecution national practices to defeat and 
weaken violence against women, also in relation to Artificial Intelligence. Moreover, once the precautionary health measures connected to 
COVID 19 will be lifted, as decided by the President of the PAM 3rd Standing Committee on Human Rights, Hon Yana Ehm (Italy), a 
PAM dedicated meeting will focus on the role of parliamentarians on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic 
violence in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

Domestic violence has always been a priority for PAM, and the Assembly had dedicated a special session to this issue already at the 6th 
PAM Plenary Session in 2011 in Palermo, Italy, when its Special Task Force on Gender presented the Report on “Domestic Violence”, 
prepared by Hon. Maria Conceicao Pereira (Portugal). The resolution which was unanimously adopted by the Assembly on that occasion 
urged the PAM Member States to legislate to make domestic violence a public and criminal crime and to provide their legal, police and 
social bodies the human, technical and financial resources necessary to effectively combat all forms of domestic violence. 

PAM also fully supports the call by the United Nations Secretary General for urgent action to combat the worldwide surge in domestic 
violence and to make the prevention and redress of violence against women a key part of member States’ national response plans for 
COVID-19, decisions that require a pro-active role for legislators. 

UN Women has produced a brief which includes a set of recommendations to be considered by all sectors of society, from governments to 
international organizations and to civil society, in order to prevent and respond to violence against women and girls, at the onset, during, 
and after the public health crisis, with examples of actions already taken. It also considers the economic impact in the long term of the 
pandemic and its implications for violence against women and girls, which global cost has previously been estimated at approximately 
USD 1.5 trillion. 

 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061052
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/issue-brief-covid-19-and-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls-en.pdf?la=en&vs=5006
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23.04.2020 

Security amid the COVID 19 Pandemic 
On 23 March 2020, as the world began to brace itself for the global COVID-19 pandemic, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres issued 
a call for a global ceasefire, for the world to focus all of its available efforts on confronting the outbreak of the virus.  

In the Middle East and North Africa one in five people now live in close proximity to conflict, so the call of the UNSG was particularly 
relevant for PAM, and President Hon. Karim Darwish immediately issued a written statement of support for this initiative, and echoed the 
message of the UN. A month later, it is a good time for PAM to reflect on the security situation in the Euro-Mediterranean and neighboring 
regions, as the pandemic continues to deepen its hold throughout the world.  

In Syria, the ceasefire negotiated in early March between Turkey and Russia appears to be largely holding up. The two sides have been 
carrying out joint patrols and this has allowed for over 185,000 displaced persons to return to their homes, thereby easing the scope of the 
humanitarian tragedy in North Western Syria. However, the nearly decade long conflict has resulted in vast damage to the healthcare 
systems, infrastructure and the economy, and has displaced millions of people, thereby making Syria one of the most vulnerable countries to 
face the pandemic, especially in places like Idlib.  

In the Middle East, the pandemic prompted increased technical cooperation between Israel and Palestinian Authorities, a development which 
was hailed by UN. However, continued financial support for UNRWA remains essential to address the coronavirus situation in Palestine and 
neighboring countries, as it is a key healthcare provider for refugees in the region.  

In Libya, on the other hand, the conflict continues to escalate despite the call for a ceasefire. The UN has condemned the deliberate cutting of 
water and electricity supply in Tripoli, as an unacceptable weaponization of essential services during a pandemic. There also have been a 
number of attacks on hospitals, essential infrastructure facilities, and there are severe food shortages in the country, as a direct result of 
the ongoing fighting. Immediate cessation of violence in Libya is a must to allow for an effective response to the COVID pandemic.  

Terrorism continues to be a major security challenge even in the context of the global health crisis. A week ago, Egyptian security forces 
neutralized seven terrorists, who were planning attacks on Christian targets during Easter celebrations. ISIL has meanwhile also increased its 
global activity following a call to its followers, on 19 March, to capitalize on the pandemic chaos and carry out further attacks. The Sahel 
region has been the most affected, and the spread of jihadist activity throughout Africa has continued, as it is evident by the increase in 
terrorist violence as far as south to Mozambique. 

The gains made by armed terrorist groups in the Sahel have already caused frustration among state forces, and some are scaling back 
operations and, as an example, Chad has stated that they will no longer participate in military operations outside of Chad’s borders. 
Furthermore, international counter-terrorism efforts are being directly affected by the pandemic. The EU has equally suspended its counter-
terrorism training mission in Mali, after a staff member tested positive for the virus. This situation opens new opportunities for terrorist 
groups in a region that is fast becoming the new global hotspot for jihadist activity.  

From an ideological perspective, the pandemic is likely to bolster the radical views held by various extremist organizations throughout the 
world. Extreme right-wing groups could blame the pandemic on foreigners and open-borders policies, while religious extremists are likely to 
portray the pandemic as “God’s will” to further their messages, which are often tied with apocalyptic scenarios. As an example, Al-Qaeda 
published a propaganda text in English, aimed at its western audience, portraying the pandemic as divine punishment for moral corruption, 
and attempting to recruit people for their terrorist cause by urging them to embrace their views. 

Other criminal organizations are also seeking to capitalize on the pandemic. Interpol has raised the level of alert, noting that there is a 
significant increase on cyberattacks on hospitals, where hackers are paralyzing life-saving systems and demanding ransom payments. In 
addition to this, since the onset of the pandemic, cyberattacks have targeted government health agencies, testing facilities, laboratories and 
even the World Health Organization, prompting the UN to extend the call for a global ceasefire also to the digital realm. Increased 
cybersecurity measures and stronger legal protection against cyberattacks in domestic and internal law are needed to safeguard medical 
infrastructure in such times of crisis.  

PAM remains fully committed to security in the Euro-Mediterranean region and supports a coordinated international approach to the COVID 
19 pandemic. In this regard, PAM calls on all countries and parties to: 

• Strictly adhere to the global ceasefire;  

• Increase international cooperation to ensure a coordinated pandemic response, with a special focus on vulnerable populations 

affected by conflict;  

• Re-enforce international cooperation on counter-terrorism measures and remain vigilant to the evolution of the terrorist threat in 
the context of the pandemic;  

• Strengthen security in the digital sphere to protect medical facilities and other essential infrastructure against cyber-attacks. 

As the world faces a common enemy to humanity in the form of a deadly and invisible virus, the situation affords an opportunity to unite in 
the common goal of defeating COVID 19. By ensuring common security, PAM members can concentrate their efforts on saving lives during 
this acute time of crisis and rebuilding of affected societies and economies in the coming months. PAM and its Secretariat will continue to 
play its role in facilitating cooperation in support of a coordinated and effective approach to the pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/one-five-people-middle-east-and-north-africa-now-live-close-proximity-conflict
https://www.pam.int/?m=news&id=900
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-russia-held-4th-joint-patrol-in-idlib-153890
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/scarce-resources-syria-rebel-held-areas-covid-19-fears-200414202039334.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1060572
https://unsmil.unmissions.org/statement-yacoub-el-hillo-humanitarian-coordinator-libya-disruption-water-and-electricity-supply
https://reliefweb.int/report/libya/libya-covid-19-situation-report-no-1-13-april-2020
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061272
https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fworld%2fmiddle_east%2fegypt-police-kill-7-suspected-militants-in-cairo-suburb%2f2020%2f04%2f14%2f4063b76e-7e9e-11ea-84c2-0792d8591911_story.html
https://acleddata.com/2020/04/09/cdt-spotlight-renewed-attacks-by-the-islamic-state/?utm_source=Armed+Conflict+Location+%2526+Event+Data+Project&utm_campaign=e3aea666c4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_09_21_06_50_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_26a454684a-e3aea666c4-
https://amp.dw.com/en/increased-terror-attacks-in-africa-amid-coronavirus-pandemic/a-53066398
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/chad-stop-participating-regional-fight-armed-groups-200410182054049.html
https://worldview.stratfor.com/situation-report/mali-eu-suspends-counterterrorism-training-mission-due-covid-19
https://mailchi.mp/thesoufancenter/the-coronavirus-will-increase-extremism-across-the-ideological-spectrum?e=067744e73d
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2020/04/06/how-jihadists-are-reacting-to-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2020/Cybercriminals-targeting-critical-healthcare-institutions-with-ransomware
https://www.vox.com/world/2020/4/10/21216477/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-cyberattacks-digital-ceasefire-who-hack-united-nations
https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2020/04/02/cyber-attacks-hospitals-covid-19/?utm_campaign=DP_FORUM%2520%2520We%2520are%2520not%2520at%2520%25E2%2580%2598war%25E2%2580%2599%2520with%2520COVID-19%253A%2520concerns%2520from%2520Italy%25E2%2580%2599s%2520%2
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28.04.2020 

COVID 19 - PAM calls for urgent attention to the adaptations required by 
educational systems 
As part of the effort to contain the spread of the coronavirus, many schools and universities were closed down so that students could stay 
at home and prevent further spread. According to UNESCO, as of 27 April 2020, approximately 1.292 billion “learners” have been 
affected due to school closures in response to the pandemic, representing 73.8% of total enrolled students in 186 countries. 

Many schools and universities have opted to continue their normal classes on online platforms. This includes the use of online tools, such as 
group video learning programs, or through distance education, which uses online programs, which replace instructors with tutorial material 
that students can use on their own. 

The school closures have shed light on numerous issues affecting access to education, as well as various social and economic fundamental 
issues, such as access to digital learning, food insecurity, and homelessness, as well as access to childcare, health care, housing, internet, and 
disability services.  

The impact is more severe for disadvantaged children and their families. Moving the world’s students online has starkly exposed deep 
inequities in the education system. The World Food Programme warned that more than 320 million children rely on school for food and a 
safe environment. Moreover, the digital divide is cutting off completely from learning those kids without devices or reliable internet 
connections, or whose parents have not the time to spend neither the level of digital literacy necessary to help.  

School closures have also consequent economic cost, as parents struggle to balance work commitments with childcare, negatively affecting 
productivity. These divides will likely worsen, as staggering job losses and a recession is devastating the most marginalized in every society, 
including all their kids.  

This emergency is also a stark reminder of the critical importance of school, not just as a place of learning, but of socialization, food security, 
care and coaching, of community and shared space. 

UNESCO is working with ministries of education in affected and concerned countries to ensure continued learning for all children and youth 
through alternative channels, offering global 
and regional responses.  

Now that countries are starting planning for 
school reopening, they are faced with the 
dilemma of balance between right to education 
and right to health, as a too early resumption of 
classes would put the public health in danger, 
and a period longer than necessary could 
continue to aggravate the learning loss, 
especially for the most vulnerable. As of today, 
according to UNESCO, 71 countries have 
announced their timeline for reopening 
schools, whereas 128 countries have not yet 
done so. Out of those which announced it, 
reopening has already begun in 12 countries, 
52 countries set future date for reopening this 
academic year, and 7 for next academic year. 

During the “Sixth Covid-19 Education Response webinar around effective strategies to anticipate and prepare for this critical transition”, 
organized by UNESCO on 24 April, at least three conditions for reopening schools were identified: physical protection, including safe 
hygiene conditions; the availability of school personnel, especially teachers; and the capacity of local administrations and institutions to 
implement changes such as remedial actions, accelerated learning strategies and double shift schooling in some cases. It was also underscored 
the importance of consultation, communication and coordination within the school community, as well as with parents, to build trust, reassure 
parents of the safety of schools and coordinate among various stakeholders. 

When the storm of the pandemic will pass, schools may be revolutionized by this experience. Or, they may revert back to what they were 
before. But the world in which they will exist—one marked by rising unemployment and likely recession—will demand more. Education 
may be slow to change, but the post-coronavirus economy will demand it.   

Therefore, several challenges have to be considered by PAM Member States in the present transition phase, such as an urgent adaptation in 
the educational system and a commitment to improve training opportunities for ensuring growth in job creation in the Euro-Mediterranean 
region. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, within its Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean and its 
Academic Platform, is indeed ready to assist in sharing options, guidelines and expert advice, by providing the forum needed for MPs to meet 
international experts in such a reflection.  

In the meanwhile, the PAM Secretariat is “virtually” hosting a considerable number of junior researchers, from both the North and the South 
shores of the Mediterranean. This is in line with the commitment of the Assembly to facilitate mobility for students in the Euro-
Mediterranean region and promote further interaction within and among young researchers and universities. 

https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://www.wfp.org/news/world-food-programme-gears-support-children-left-without-meals-due-covid-19-school-closures
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/support
https://en.unesco.org/events/back-school-preparing-and-managing-reopening-schools-covid-19-education-webinar-6
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05.05.2020 

Misinformation “Fake News” amid the COVID 19 Pandemic 

Ever since COVID 19 has emerged and spread around the world, there has been a great demand for reliable and valid information to 
guide actions ranging from medical treatment, emergency response policy, preventive measures, length and scope of the crisis, and 
individual action to protect oneself from the virus.  

Scientists and researchers around the world have been working non-stop to study the virus in order to provide reliable information to advise 
national policy-makers and suggest response measures. At the same time, taking advantage of the high demand for knowledge, an enormous 
amount of disinformation and fake news has also emerged, which has flooded the web and social media, and resulted in deleterious 
consequences for an effective response to the COVID 19 pandemic.  

The type of misinformation circulated is greatly varied and includes examples such as promoting home remedies falsely claiming to be 
effective against COVID 19, conspiracy theories about the origin and cause of the virus (i.e. 5g technology, human made bioweapon, etc.), 
false claims that the virus is only as harmful as a common flu, false projections about the efficacy of certain drugs or experimental vaccines, 
anti-vaccine conspiracy theories, and misrepresenting government responses for political gain, among others.  

Misinformation is also prevalent as part of the global political realm. A recent report published by the EU claims that deliberate 
misinformation campaigns, sponsored by foreign powers  are intentionally directed at EU member states. However, an investigation into this 
report has also shown that earlier drafts of this same report were even more critical of these powers, but that the text had been softened in its 
final publication due to foreign diplomatic pressure.  

Fringe political movements, such as far-right groups, have also been utilizing misinformation and fake news to further spread distrust 
in public institutions. 

Technology companies have been under pressure to do their part to stop the spread of fake news and misinformation. As a result, WhatsApp 
restricted its message forwarding function, YouTube is ramping up its detection and deletion of false information videos, and Facebook has 
announced that it will inform its users when exposed to false information about COVID 19.  

The United Nations and the World Health Organisation have underscored the severity of this problem. UN Secretary General has stated that a 
“global ‘misinfo-demic’ is spreading” and called for greater trust in institutions that are grounded in evidence-based governance and 
leadership, and announced that the UN will “flood the internet with facts and science”.   

WHO has created an Information Network for Epidemics (EPI-WIN), which 
tracks disinformation campaigns, and also analyses large amount of digital 
data to understand the concerns expressed by millions of people, in order to 
proactively fill the knowledge gap with scientific evidence before the false 
information has the opportunity to provide misguided advice.  

Europol has published a set of guidelines to help individuals to identify fake 
news, and encourages people to not engage with such material, to report fake 
news posts to the social media platforms and to contribute to sharing of 
official information from trustworthy sources.  

From a legislative perspective, countries are also rushing to fill in the gaps in 
their laws in order to address the issue of fake news. As an example in the 
PAM region, the Moroccan government is currently discussing, before 
submitting it to the Parliament, a draft law to fight fake news and cybercrime, 
without prejudice to the freedom of digital communication, and to closer 

align its legislative framework to international standards, such as indicated in the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime.  

Enacting legal measures against fake news poses a challenge to lawmakers to find the right balance between addressing the problem of 
dangerous misinformation and, at the same time, guaranteeing essential freedoms of expression, which are at the cornerstone of a democratic 
society. Within this unprecedented situation, re-enforced inter-parliamentary cooperation, to share legislative experiences on this issue, is 
recognized as a valid tool of parliamentary diplomacy to promote harmonisation of laws, especially in light of the borderless nature of the 
online world. As countries attempt to loosen their lockdown measures and move on to phase two of their pandemic response plans, both 
policymakers and people are in need of reliable, accurate and scientifically proven information, in order to ensure trust in and compliance of 
the measures adopted, the maximum safety, while cautiously resuming economic and social activities.  

To support its constituency, PAM has taken a proactive approach to reinforce its cooperation and information exchange with key actors on 
global scene. These include the World Health Organisation; economic and productive institutions (i.e. ILO, World Trade Organization, 
World Bank, OECD; World Travel and Tourism Council, World Travel Organisation); and security (i.e. Europol and NATO South Hub); and 
the members of its Academic Platform to sustain regional cooperation. 

 

https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2020/04/23/fact-check-5-g-technology-not-linked-coronavirus/3006152001/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brucelee/2020/03/17/covid-19-coronavirus-did-not-come-from-a-lab-study-shows-natural-origins/#3390624d3728
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2020/3/18/21184992/coronavirus-covid-19-flu-comparison-chart
https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-s-stoltenberg-blasts-chinese-russian-disinformation-about-coronavirus/30579874.html
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/eeas-special-report-update-2-22-april/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/24/world/europe/disinformation-china-eu-coronavirus.html
https://www.globalist.it/sport/2020/04/27/report-racconta-la-galassia-fascista-che-ha-diffuso-fake-news-e-disinformazione-sul-coronavirus-2057100.html
https://www.dw.com/en/whatsapp-restricts-spread-of-coronavirus-misinformation/a-53046901
https://www.socialmediatoday.com/news/youtube-ramps-up-action-to-remove-covid-19-misinformation/576577/
https://www.politico.eu/article/facebook-avaaz-covid19-coronavirus-misinformation-fake-news/
https://www.un.org/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/un-tackling-%25E2%2580%2598infodemic%25E2%2580%2599-misinformation-and-cybercrime-covid-19
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061682
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200429-sitrep-100-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=bbfbf3d1_2
https://www.europol.europa.eu/covid-19/covid-19-fake-news
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2020/03/296735/morocco-enacts-new-law-to-fight-against-fake-news-cybercrime/


 12 

 

 

 

PAM engages in parliamentary dialogue with the World Bank on the strategy 
for the Sahel and other conflict-affected areas 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean contributed to a Virtual Parliamentary Meeting on Fragility, Conflict and Violence 
(FCV) in the Time of COVID-19, organized by the World Bank Group. The meeting, which gathered over 190 participants, brought 
together high-level representatives of the World Bank together with senior parliamentarians from Africa, Europe and the Middle East.  

The discussion focused on the World Bank strategy for work in 
fragile and conflict-affected areas, with an emphasis on the Sahel. 
The meeting also served as an opportunity to exchange ideas on how 
parliamentarians can support development and investment in these 
areas, both in donor and recipient countries, through targeted 
legislation, enhanced oversight and development funding. 

The discussion also looked at the current challenges posed by the 
COVID 19 pandemic, which adds a layer of complexity to these 
intricate and fluid situations, and explored strategies for adapting to 
this reality. The interventions of H.E. Haroun Kabadi, Speaker of 
Parliament of Chad and Hon. Fadi Alame, Member of the Lebanese 
Parliament, described the unique challenges being faced in the 
Middle East and Sahel regions.  

Senator Lhou Lmarbouh of Morocco contributed as a key speaker on behalf of PAM, in his capacity as PAM President Emeritus and the 
current rapporteur on political and security issues. His intervention focused on the emphasis that PAM places on its neighboring region of the 
Sahel. He expressed concern that environmental degradation, especially around Lake Chad, as well as the fragility of sustainable 
development and lack of economic opportunities, have resulted in mass migrations, internal tensions and even security vacuums, which have 
been filled by non-state armed groups, many of which are allied with international terrorist organisations like ISIL and Al-Qaeda.  

Sen. Lmarbouh emphasized that the strategy for this region must combine security and development, and called for a Marshal Plan type of 
approach for the Sahel and throughout Africa. He recalled the 360-degree approach of PAM on the Sahel through its work on counter-
terrorism, migration and development, and collaboration of PAM with key partners, such as the Pan-African parliament and NATO Southern 
Hub.  

PAM contribution to this virtual meeting comes in the context of excellent bilateral cooperation with the World Bank and IMF, and PAM’s 
proactive strategy to engage with key international actors to support a coordinated international response to the COVID 19 pandemic through 
parliamentary diplomacy.  

PAM is at present also working in close coordination with the World Health Organisation, World Travel and Tourism Council, UN World 
Tourism Organisation, World Trade Organisation, Council of European Municipalities and Regions, among other partners, to support the 
PAM constituency with best practices and guidelines on legislative approaches in regard to the recovery phases of the pandemic. 

PAM and AIM in support of SMEs in post-COVID Recovery 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) contributed to the Annual Investment Meeting (AIM) Webinar, which took 
place on 11 May, dedicated to “Importance of SME Partnerships in Post Crisis Era”, jointly organized with the Ministry of Economy of 
the UAE.  

Hon. Giulio Centemero, Co-chair of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments, led the event and moderated the high-level panel. The latter 
gathered executives representing the SME Corporation Malaysia, the Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector (ICD), 
the International Federation of Consular Chambers for Africa (FICA), the East African Business Council (EABC), and the Etihad Credit 
Insurance.  

The discussion, followed by more than 200 participants, including many PAM delegates, focused on the impact of the COVID 19 pandemic 
on SMEs at the global and regional levels, in terms of both demand and supply, as well as the most effective instruments required to 
overcome the challenges in the current and recovery phases. Measures identified called for facilitating and fostering SMEs partnerships, 
especially in the Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions.  

In his opening address, Hon. Centemero emphasized the significant role played by Small and Medium-sized enterprises and Start-Ups in the 
global economy, stating that they generate more than 90% of new jobs in the Euro-Mediterranean region, and represent 99% of businesses 
and employ two third of the entire active working population in the EU. He stressed the strong commitment of PAM in support of SMEs and 
Start-Ups to recover from the COVID crisis, highlighting the “Start-up Market project”, a digital platform launched by PAM in 2019, which 
brings together start-uppers and investors; to share better structured “capital calls”, supported by clear and transparent pricing systems.  

Speakers, in their interventions and in the Q&A session, addressed the risks and threats to SMEs deriving from the pandemic, such as 
collapsing demand and lack of liquidity, policy uncertainty and disruption of supply chains, limited or nonexistence of governmental 
emergency support measures. Although they agreed that recovery of SMEs would take some time, all panelists invoked an ambitious plan to 
sustain SMEs, in terms of easier access to credit, fiscal and monetary efficiency within a coordinated approach. In addition, they stressed the 
necessity to ensure a different role for the banking sector and regional and international organizations, as tools and facilitators to improve 
SME’s financial inclusion and liquidity on the short and medium term.  

In his concluding remarks, Hon. Centemero summarized the debate and emphasized the need for urgent measures such as cutting the red tape, 
harmonization of rules, rapid governmental and central banks’ support for liquidity for the short and medium term, and liberalization of trade. 
He stressed that economic diplomacy represents a key instrument, jointly with fintech for developing innovative solutions, and at low cost, 
such as block chain.  

PAM is open to collaboration with all regional and international key players to foster operational solutions for the recovery phase of the 
economic crisis caused by the COVID 19 Pandemic, especially in terms of promoting and supporting SMEs and Start-Ups in the PAM 
region. 
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Tourism for the Euro Mediterranean region: PAM and UNWTO join efforts 
On 19 May, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean launched a new partnership with the UN World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO), holding a virtual meeting between PAM Secretary General and Ms Alessandra Priante, Director of UNWTO Regional 
Department for Europe.  

The discussion focused on the current phase of Covid-19 pandemic, in particular the economic recovery and the tourism sector, 
which contributes to 11.3 % of total GDP, 11.5 % of employment, 11.5% of exports and 6.4% of capital investments in the whole 
Mediterranean region. In this regard, tourism is a key pillar of Mediterranean national economies, and is one of the most affected sectors, and 
recovery approaches need to be addressed by all countries in a very coordinated and harmonized way.  

UNWTO is monitoring the situation and elaborating policies and recovery guidelines to support individual national and regional activities in 
a coherent manner. PAM will assist UNWTO in disseminating them to its members.  

Additionally, PAM will participate in and contribute to the new UNWTO-led research project on the Mediterranean, as the cooperation is 
further strengthening. In the wake of this new partnership, it is envisaged that a high-level representative from UNWTO will attend the 
forthcoming PAM meeting on economic recovery, organized by the PAM Economic Panel on Trade and Investments, which will tentatively 
take place on 8 July, as well as another PAM meeting on Cultural Heritage as engine of Tourism.  

PAM and UNWTO will formalize their cooperation by signing an MoU in the near future. 

PAM Bureau reviews current challenges for the Euro Mediterranean region 
On 4 June 2020, PAM President Hon. Karim Darwish convened the 39th meeting of the PAM Bureau. The meeting took place in a 
virtual format. Vice-Presidents and Presidents Emeritus from Algeria, Egypt, France, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal 
and the Secretary General attended the meeting.   

The conference started with a review of economic prospects in the context of the 
pandemic, with emphasis on recovery strategies, support to SMEs, the labour 
market and the relaunch of tourism, which is vital for the entire Mediterranean 
region.   

Delegates took stock of the recent work conducted by PAM with key partners and 
highlighted the value of the upcoming PAM high-level conference on economic 
recovery on 8 July, at which policy-makers shall share their insights on the 
macro-economic dimension and tools, and on concrete measures available for 
SMEs and Start-Ups.   

Moreover, a dedicated PAM meeting will be organised on the unique cultural 
heritage of the Mediterranean region, and how it serves as a pull factor in 
revitalising tourism in the recovery phases.   

The discussion then moved on to address the effects of the pandemic on social issues, such as education and domestic violence. There was 
agreement to organize a debate on improving legislation and national prosecution and protection practices to fight any form of domestic 
violence, and particularly violence against women and children.   

On security matters, delegates examined the present situations in Libya, Syria, Iraq, the Sahel and the Middle East. They unanimously agreed 
to continue monitoring developments and expressed their readiness to mobilise parliamentary diplomacy, as needed, to support de-escalation 
and peace efforts in the region. As agreed during the 14th Plenary Session held in Athens last February, they reaffirmed the decision of PAM 
to organise a dedicated parliamentary meeting to promote the resumption of direct negotiations for the Peace Process in the Middle East and 
to achieve a Two-State solution. This in addition to another initiative to support national reconciliation in Libya through a dedicated PAM 
parliamentary track.  

On the issue of terrorism, PAM is coordinating with OSCE PA and the UN Office on Counter-terrorism the organization of a joint meeting 
on 30 June with the aim of assessing the current situation and the impact of the pandemic on the evolving threats by terrorism and 
radicalization.   

PAM Secretary General presented a detailed report on the challenges posed by COVID to the functioning of the Assembly, the quick 
reassessing of priorities with partners, the technological solutions found and the modus operandi chosen to ensure the continuous functioning 
of PAM structures, while guaranteeing that WHO health precautionary measures for the staff, at all duty stations, be enforced.  

The Bureau will continue its work in a virtual format for the coming months. 

http://www.ascame.org/en/mediterranean-tourism-forum-meditour-2019
http://www.ascame.org/en/mediterranean-tourism-forum-meditour-2019
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PAM joins the WB Parliamentary Network and IMF call for 
effective economic recovery 

On 16 June, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean actively participated 
and contributed to the virtual meeting on the Response to the economic emergency 
caused by Covid-19, organized by the Parliamentary Network of the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund.   

The meeting gathered legislators from over 47 countries to discuss on the economic 
impact of the pandemic and served as a platform to exchange experiences and views on 
the recovery strategies.   

The event was chaired by Hon. Liam Byrne, Chair of the Parliamentary Network, and 
introduced by Ms. Antoinette Sayeh, Deputy Managing Director of the IMF, who stressed 
the critical role of the parliamentarians in the recovery process. In her remarks, she invited 
to think at the current crisis as an opportunity in order to transform the global economy 

into a greener, more resilient, inclusive and sustainable approach.   

All the interventions underlined the catastrophic effects of the pandemic on global economic and financial systems. In particular, 
parliamentarians highlighted the critical impact of the crisis on the fragilities and vulnerabilities already present in our societies: social and 
economic inequality, unemployment and, consequently, the further growth of poverty. This is particularly evident in those segments of 
population groups already most vulnerable: women and young people.  

Hon. Ammar Moussi (Algeria) spoke on behalf of PAM. During his intervention, he highlighted the consequences of Covid-19 on the Euro-
Mediterranean economy: the economic loss for the Arab countries alone is estimated in excess of 1.2 trillion dollars, while 7.1 million 
workers are at risk of losing their jobs by the end of the year in the MENA region. In parallel, in the euro zone, the GDP already declined 
by 3.6% in the first quarter of the year, with a dramatic impact on the economies of the southern shore of the Mediterranean. He also 
presented the approach and experience of Algeria, indicating the social and economic measures adopted by the central government, in 
particular for the most vulnerable groups in the country.  

Hon. Moussi stated that a regional, multifaceted and coherent cooperation is urgent and crucial to recover and restore the economy. PAM is 
convinced that the Mediterranean region needs a coordinated and comprehensive strategy, especially for the financial and economic aid to the 
SMEs, the driving-motors of the Mediterranean economy.   

As part of PAM initiatives to support the economy and SMEs in post-COVID, he recalled the launch of the PAM “Start-up Market project”: a 
digital platform that brings together start-uppers and investors to share better structured “capital calls”. In the framework of that initiative, 
PAM will hold a virtual forum on 8 July 2020, which will gather policy-makers, MPs and the private sector. The meeting shall have a wider 
look to the macro-economic impact of the pandemic and the concrete and adequate measures for helping enterprises. Many PAM delegates 
attended the WB/IMF conference, including Hon. Centemero (Italy), who will host the 8 July meeting.  

In his final remarks, Hon. Byrne emphasized the importance to continue sharing and exchanging practices among parliamentarians to 
promote a more inclusive, coherent and plural international approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aawsat.com/home/article/2269366/12-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%
https://aawsat.com/home/article/2269366/12-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/key/date/2020/html/ecb.sp200610~a16c903e5c.en.html
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Taking stock of latest terrorism trends, joint OSCE PA-PAM-UNOCT event 
builds regional and international co-operation against violent extremism 
On the occasion of the International Day of Parliamentarism, the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), the OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) co-organized an online event on the role of 
parliamentarians in countering terrorism in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The objective of the event was to deepen co-

operation in response to the ongoing threat posed by terrorism and violent 
extremism in the midst of the unprecedented crisis all nations face.     

Participants concurred that it is vital to assess the impact of the pandemic on 
violent extremism and carefully monitor terrorism trends throughout the 
Mediterranean region, the Sahel, as well as the OSCE region spanning 57 
countries in North America, Europe and Central Asia.   

Policymakers must adapt to dangerous new trends, speakers stressed, and 
implement timely countermeasures to protect lives. Co-ordinated policy and 
legislative efforts are needed to counter the evolving threat of violent 
extremists, some of whom are exploiting the pandemic to advance extremist 
narratives, it was emphasized.   

Speakers at the webinar included Hon. Gennaro Migliore, Chair of PAM’s 
Special Parliamentary Committee on Counterterrorism; Hon. Reinhold 

Lopatka, Chair of the OSCE PA’s Ad Hoc Committee on Countering Terrorism (CCT); Mauro Miedico, Deputy Director and Chief of 
Special Projects and Innovation Branch (SPIB) – UNOCT; Amb. Mohamed El-Amine Ould Ikek, Assistant Secretary General for Legal 
Affairs at the League of Arab States; Amb. Alena Kupchyna, Director of the Transnational Threats Department at the OSCE; Dr. Andrea 
Margelletti, President of the International Studies Centre and Advisor to the Ministry of Defense of Italy, and OSCE PA President George 
Tsereteli.  

The webinar also played a video message by UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres on the occasion of the International Day of 
Parliamentarism who spoke about the important role of parliaments amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.   

“COVID-19 has been keeping authorities all over the world highly occupied, shifting their attention towards fighting the pandemic,” said 
CCT Chair Lopatka. He noted that terrorist groups nevertheless remain active and that the crisis has provided a fertile ground for them to 
boost their online propaganda, call for new attacks, increase recruitment operations, stigmatize minorities, and disseminate false and 
discriminatory information. “Against this background, it is paramount that we all stand united on this symbolic day marking the International 
Day of Parliamentarism to counter terrorism and violent extremism throughout our vast regions,” he said.   

“In recent months, our attention focused on the many implications of COVID-19 on our lives, while remaining vigilant on the evolving threat 
of terrorism has been a challenge for all of us,” said Hon. Migliore. He highlighted the current security situation in the Euro-Mediterranean 
and Gulf regions, with a particular look at North African and Middle Eastern countries, in which the already precarious political and 
humanitarian conditions have worsened due to COVID-19 pandemic. He stressed the political consensus achieved among the 34 PAM 
Member Parliaments now addressing the issue of ISIL detainees and their families in Iraq and northeast Syria and took note of the present 
status of ISIL terrorists held in European prisons. “We must examine the effectiveness of de-radicalization programs, post-prison monitoring, 
and halting the automatic release of prisoners, without a thorough clearance,” Migliore said. Parliaments are critical in counterterrorism 
efforts by sharing legislative practices and their determination to fight it, he stressed.   

UNOCT Deputy Director Miedico congratulated all parliamentarians on the International Day of Parliamentarism recognizing the significant 
contribution which Members of Parliament make to facilitate the implementation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. “The COVID-19 pandemic will continue to significantly impact international peace and 
security and related policymaking in the long term,” he said. Parliaments have powerful tools in their hands to counter the phenomenon of 
hate speech, including COVID-19-related hate speech, which is used by terrorist groups and their supporters to further their nefarious 
objectives and undermine government actions.”   

The OSCE PA-PAM-UNOCT Parliamentary Web Dialogue provided a forum for representatives of more than 65 parliaments to exchange 
views on how to keep counter-terrorism efforts high on the international agenda during and after the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Parliamentarians discussed how crisis situations such as the COVID-19 pandemic may aggravate terrorist threats by offering new 
opportunities for terrorist groups to advance their agendas, as the attention of the world has shifted, and resources may be refocused to 
fighting the pandemic and its consequences. The unprecedented global crisis and economic disruption caused by COVID-19 could exacerbate 
existing grievances and protracted conflicts, potentially leading to the emergence of new terrorist trends and threats, they noted.   

Participants welcomed the partnership between the UNOCT, PAM and the OSCE PA, and the active participation of parliamentarians from 
countries throughout Europe, North America, North Africa, the Middle East and the Sahel. Speakers underlined a strong sense of solidarity 
and common purpose in developing effective strategies to counter the terrorist threat that still impacts countries around the world.  

Moderating the event, OSCE PA Secretary General Roberto Montella emphasized that the fight against terrorism and violent extremism 

should be an area of the international security agenda that brings together all States, even in cases where hostility or divergence mark their 
relations, to join forces in bona fide co-operation. It is a confidence-building topic, he added, which makes today’s joint event even 
more crucial for our parliamentary diplomacy efforts. 

https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/engaging-parliamentarians
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-06-30/secretary-generals-video-message-for-the-commemoration-of-the-international-day-of-parliamentarism-scroll-down-for-french-version
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PAM addresses post-COVID economic recovery in the Euro-Mediterranean 
and Gulf regions 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean organized on 8 July 2020 a high-level webinar forum on governmental and legislative 
actions required to support the productive sectors in the post-COVID Economic Recovery.  

The main aim of the conference was for parliamentarians from the 
Euro-Mediterranean region to review government policies and the 
most effective legislative tools required to address the multiple 
economic challenges in the economic recovery phase, in order to 
support SMEs, investors, both entrepreneurs and workers, to ease 
access to credit through financial and monetary efficiency, within an 
integrated regional approach.  

The forum gathered policy and decisions-makers, senior experts and 
representatives of international organizations and financial institutions, 
and the productive and academic sectors to exchange views and 
suggestions on how to tackle,  in the present phase, the difficulties 
faced by governments and the productive sectors in the Euro-
Mediterranean and Gulf regions, and by providing indicators for a 
strong economic recovery. 

Over 160 delegates, representing governments, parliaments and 
economy of 26 countries, registered for the event, reflecting the great 
desire and unique opportunity to interact and cooperate among themselves in facing the unprecedented socio-economic crisis associated to 
the pandemic. 

At the opening of the event, PAM President, Hon. Karim Darwish, Egypt, emphasized the impact of COVID-19 and its dramatic socio-
economic effects on families and enterprises across the globe, particularly SMEs. He highlighted PAM's close and timely coordination with 
regional and international actors from the onset of the crisis to identify, share and adopt socio-economic response measures for the economic 
recovery. 

Hon. Giulio Centemero, Italy, Co-chair of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments, who moderated the forum, highlighted the importance 
of the role of speakers, whose experience and functions provided key approaches for developing innovative solutions in dealing with the 
recovery phase 

Speakers focused on strategies and instruments to sustain national efforts, entrepreneurs and workers. 

In particular, Minister Rania Al-Mashat, Egypt, highlighted the key role of PPP public-private partnership for the economic recovery, 
which should also aim at being more sustainable and greener. In this regard, Ms Alessandra Priante, UN WTO, underlined how this 
partnership is critical for the tourism sector, which counts in regional economy with an average of 10% of national GDPs. On the same lines, 
both Ms Isabelle Durant, UNCTAD, and Mr Bernando Calzadilla-Sarmiento, UNIDO, stressed the need for a more inclusive economic 
measures, recalling that SME employ 90% of the work force in the region. Hon. Margarida Marques, European Parliament, said that a 
concrete recovery would be possible only with a common and shared response, especially for Europe. Another important element suggested 
by Hon Liam Byrne, UK, and Mr Ayman Sejiny, CEO of the Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector, is the 
implementation of flexible economic measures capable to ease the burden on enterprises and livelihoods, including keeping low interest 
rates. Prof. Alberto Dell’Acqua, President of Italgas, suggested innovation as one of the key-factors on which the Mediterranean basin 
could focus on for a very sustainable economy.  

In order to help the productive sectors, Mr. Enrico Resmini, CEO of the National Innovation Fund of Italy, and Mr. Massimo Falcioni, 
CEO of Etihad Credit Insurance, UAE, stated that the economy needs new and fresh investments: this would be possible only if trade will 
remain open and if trade facilitation measures will be implemented, according to both Mr. Raffaele Jerusalmi, CEO of the Italian Stock 
Exchange, and Mr. Said El Hachimi, WTO. Additionally, Mr Sufyan Al-Issa, Regional Head of Operations for Middle East and North 
Africa, WB, stated that trade facilitation measures are particularly important in the MENA region, where only 8% of SMEs have access to 
the capital market. This is a particular topic on which PAM has launched, a year ago in Milan, a dedicated programme to support 
entrepreneurs. An active debate followed the presentations. 

PAM President Emeritus, Hon. Pedro Roque, Portugal, called upon thinking specific legislative measures to support economic 
performance, revive the tourism sector, and prevent many families from falling into extreme poverty. This should take place in parallel with 
the need for concerted international efforts to produce a vaccine against this epidemic. 

In their concluding remarks, Hon. Centemero and PAM Secretary General Amb. Sergio Piazzi referred to the operational and practical 
Round Tables, in support of SMEs and Start- Ups, that PAM has scheduled to take place in September. 
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