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Your Excellency Dr Sen. Alia Bouran, PAM President 

Your Excellency Mr. Raffaele Jerusalmi, CEO Borsa Italiana, Executive 
Director London Stock Exchange Group 

Your Excellency Fellow Parliamentarian 

Honorable guests 

 

It is a great honor and privilege to be invited to represent the United Arab 

Emirates and its people and to be able to join the meeting of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 2nd Standing Committee on 

Economic, Social and Environmental cooperation. 

This invitation for the FNC to join you during these two days is very 

important to us in the UAE since it emphasizes that countries of the 

Mediterranean see the UAE in the same way the UAE sees them: an 

important part of a shared strategic space.  

In particular, I am proud of the MoU that we signed with the PAM couple 

of weeks ago during H.E. Dr. Alia Bouran successful visit to the UAE. We 

are also pleased of the coordination and cooperation with your respected 

parliaments  at the different international parliamentarian platforms such 

as the IPU and Arab Parliamenterians Union as well as the numerous 
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bilateral agreements, MoU’s and friendship groups with most of your 

parliaments. We hope that we can foster that relationship and expand it to 

all the members of the PAM.  

 

I would also like to express my great gratitude and appreciation for your 

approval to accept the Federal National Council of the UAE as an associate 

member in the PAM which indicates the extent to which our interests, 

history and future are interconnected. This membership will allow us as 

parliaments and parliamentarians to work together closer than ever,  to 

coordinate efforts and exchange experiences and will eventually increase 

the level of strategic partnership between the UAE and the countries of 

PAM, and better invest in future opportunities. 

 

I need to give a special thank you to my dear sister and friend H.E. Dr. Alia 

Bouran the president of the PAM for her continuous support and sincere 

cooperation that made our strategic bilateral agreement and this 

membership possible in a record time and for her unwavering belief that 

cooperation between the Mediterranean and the UAE is critical for their 

present and future.  
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Dear Colleagues 

The strategic relationship between Arab and European countries of the 

Mediterranean needs no further clarification, we share a mutual 

understanding of how the world should be safe, economically integrated 

and socially stable, regardless of differences of religion, ethnicity, or 

political orientation. Our relationship has always been multidimensional 

and rooted in friendship, economic cooperation and shared security 

concerns. This is rooted in our common interest and our shared destiny in 

this region.   

 

This strategic bond is not idealistic, it is an essential part of our belief that 

success in a post-oil economy depends on integrating the economies with 

this region with that of the global economy. An integration that can only 

be achieved if we embrace inter-dependence rather seek complete 

autonomy and integral independence.  

 

We hope that future relationship will transcend that of the past. This is not 

based on the historical relationship and the good will between our people 
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alone, but also on the economic, political value of such cooperation as well 

as a vetted interest in maintaining our mutual security and that of our 

regions and the world.  

 

The development potential of the strategic cooperation with 

Mediterranean is quite obvious. However, to unlock this potential, we need 

to work on making the Mediterranean safe, safe for its people, for its 

investors and it neighbors. Security is the foundation of development, and 

the human being is the foundation of security. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen 

The internet has shown us the power that we may have at our finger tips 

when we can perceive inter-dependence as a source of power rather than a 

cause of weakness.  

While your panels will discuss the concept of alternative markets, we in the 

UAE are looking at the concept of integrated economy. Using the potential 

of block-chain, artificial intelligence and 5G communications, the UAE is 

working to bring markets together and to allow us for better integration, 
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but while doing so it is bringing people, minds and a sense of a shared 

future together as well. 

But we can’t integrate what we don’t know. Better understanding of what 

markets needs, how they are regulated, and what is the mechanism 

required to integrate is highly needed. We also need to understand and 

respect differences. This is why the UAE have chosen the concept of 

“tolerance” to mark all the efforts of people and government, this year. 

Tolerance for us mean building a world that can accept, respect and benefit 

from differences.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Economy is a driver for political, security and cultural cooperation, and 

we need that cooperation both for today and tomorrow. This has been our 

story in the UAE.  

In a country where its indigenous population is a minority, in a country 

that has different local governments each with a different economic profile, 

in a country that is faced by intense security and geopolitical threats we 
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wanted to create a new model of development. A model that is built on a 

force to realize dreams.  

Without doubt, Parliamentary Diplomacy is a great means of bringing the 

people that we represent closer. We as parliamentarians have the 

opportunity to enhance that cooperation, and shape new dreams for our 

future that will require us to cooperate rather than compete. 

The presence of the FNC today at this PAM meeting is an example of our 

commitment and how we can start forging a shared dream, a dream that 

benefits from our differences in geography, economic resources as well as 

different political models. 

Our discourse of tolerance, economic integration, investment in 

infrastructure and human resources development as well as our outlook 

for the future are all grounds for us to build on, collectively and mutually.  

 

Yes, there are challenges of today. Economic diversification, demographic 

imbalance, radicalization as well as global warming. But when we solve 

them we need to do that with an eye on the future. 
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Yes, we need to create jobs, but we also need to think about the ecosystem 

in which these jobs exist; individuals, families, communities, states, and the 

universe at large. We need to learn from our late response to global 

warming, and our late response to radicalization that we need to future-

proof our disruptive technologies with an eye on our communities and 

environment.  

 

Dear colleagues, 

The UAE has been a firm supporter for security and stability in the 

Mediterranean. 

In the UAE we are looking very closely at current events with an eye on its 

future implications. The major challenge we see today is the polarity 

between those who believe in the nation state as the building block of our 

world order, and those who believe in a transnational non-state actors who 

don’t recognize the concept of sovereignty of boarders, political systems 

and legislations. 

Transnational non-state actors use religious or political identity to 

transcend states across geographies, political Islam, be it Shia or Sunni is 
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one example of such trans-national non-state actors. This value has 

marked our involvement in the region and guided our efforts to support 

and build capacity of state institutions.  

The way towards defeating terrorism is long, but radicalization is the fuel 

for terrorism and we can’t fight it without policies that balances freedom 

of discourse with responsibility and without policies that establish 

tolerance as a main value in our communities. countering terrorist acts 

without addressing the radical discourse that feeds it is like extinguishing 

the tip of the flame. 

 

This is critical to the role the International Parliamentary Union is 

performing with the UN through IPU’s High Level Advisory Group on 

Countering Terrorism and Extremism, which I am honored to chair.  

The UAE’s support to this Advisory Group is part of its responsibility 

towards the collective safety and security of the region and we hope 

through our cooperation with members of the PAM to be able to work 

together as parliamentarians on streamlining policies and legislations to 

make the global action against radicalization and terrorism more effective.  
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Dear Colleagues 

Our father late Sheikh Zayed the founder of the UAE taught us that values  

are the most valuable resources a country has. 

It is exactly the same values that bind us and guide us in times of 

celebration and times of desperation. 

Initiatives to promote respect to different religions and understanding of 

different cultures within the same community lay an important foundation 

to reduce the polarization that leads to radicalization in out societies 

 

Since its establishment in 1971, the UAE has been committed to tolerance 

and peaceful coexistence. People from all over the world from different 

religious creeds and cultural backgrounds have been welcomed to make 

the country their home, with  200 nationalities living harmoniously within 

its borders today. 

Its philosophy of nationhood has created a bridge that crosses conflicts and 

encourages engagement between the different cultures that seek peace, 

development, cooperation and growth.  

Within this context, 2019 has been declared as the year of tolerance in 

UAE. It  was marked by the historic Pope Francis visit to the UAE in 
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February, aiming to build bridges of peace, tolerance and human 

fraternity amongst people of different faiths, and by the signature of the 

Human Fraternity Document, which is a charter dedicated to the idea of 

building a global vision for the future where people of all religions and 

nationalities can live based on mutual respect by fostering values of 

tolerance and coexistence. This Charter is unique because it was signed by 

Pope Francis, the Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar Ahmed El-Tayeb who is the 

highest spiritual authority among Sunni Muslims. One of the most 

important principles in this Human Fraternity Document is that it focuses 

on the idea of equality in rights and duties; it denounces killing for any 

reason on the basis that all religions prohibit such an act. In order to show 

the essence of religions, the document also focuses on the principle of 

charity by helping the poor, the needy and minorities because it is an 

obligation on every capable human being to help the less fortunate. 

 

UAE is supporting and assisting refugees in various countries of the world, 

especially Syrian refugees, it spent more than 3 Billion dollars as 

humanitarian aid and built several refugee camps in Jordan and Greece 

providing highest quality of shelter, medical care and education for 
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thousands of Syrian refugees especially women and children. Moreover, 

UAE is hosting more than 250 thousand syrian on its lands. 

Moreover, Extending hand in times of need is a value that we highly 

embrace in the UAE, it is deeply rooted in our culture and religion. No 

wonder that we are for the 5th year continuously the highest humanitarian 

aid givers in the world as per our GDP . we have contributed in the last 

five years with more tham 32 Billiom Dollars as humenatarian and 

development aid all around the world especially for areas that suffer from 

wars or natural crisis. 

 

 Humanitarian and development aid in Yemen 

Between April 2015 and December 2018, UAE assistance to Yemen 

reached 18.06 billion dirhams (US $ 4.91 billion), benefiting more 

than 17 million Yemenis, including 11 million children and 3.2 million 

women 

Dear friends, 

 Women empowerment in UAE and in FNC (50%) 

 Youth e empowerment in UAE : 

o Youth councils  
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o Youngest minister  

o Artificial intelligence minister uae 

 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

I come here to Milan and see bridges extending to Abu Dhabi. I see 

partnerships that can help shape a better future in trade, in foreign policy 

and in culture. I see the hope that we can find in our differences, and there 

are differences, an enabler for integration.  

The fourth industrial revolution is upon us, it will bring huge potentials 

but also great challenges. It will diminish boarders and will change long 

standing norms like individual responsibility for actions, property and 

even identity. This requires us to work together to evolve and maintain 

principals of international law and protect multilateral organizations such 

as this one.  

We at the FNC believe in the joint action towards shaping our future, that 

was the essence of the Abu Dhabi declaration, signed by more than 34 

parliaments during the Global Women Speakers Summit in Abu Dhabi 

and adopted by all member parliaments in the IPU.  
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At the FNC, we worked hard to increase our engagement within the Arab 

Parliament, the Arab Parliament, the Asian Parliamentary Assembly as 

well the African Parliament which has recently voted to accept the FNC as 

an observing member as well as the responsibility to head the Joint 

Programme on Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism of the IPU, 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the United 

Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT).   

Here, we want to take another step towards integrating efforts and 

coordinating actions by being an associate member and signing an MoU 

between PAM and the FNC to allow it to better coordinate with partner 

organization efforts to address regional and global challenges.   

We are excited to test the potential of collaborative work between like-

minded partners, we are excited to learn from you and share our 

experience, we are excited to explore new dreams that could bring us 

together, and we are excited to find new ways to re-imagine our universe 

and our place in it.  

We maybe very different, but a dream can make us work as one, and 

harness the strength difference may have. 
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Thank you again for this opportunity to be with you here today and 

wishing you all the best . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


